“What if we saw THEM through HIM?” This was the final question and challenge given to the teens at Rocky
Mountain High this past week. Consider this question long enough and it should truthfully convict each and
every one of us. Many of us live as though our world were nothing but a battle of “us” vs. “them”. The
interesting thing is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ does not know, nor endorse such a frame of mind. The
great commission does not call us to pit ourselves against others, but to GO… spread the good news… make
disciples of all nations. Our world only sees “us” and “them” … the Gospel teaches “us” to see “them”
through “Him.”
I can’t think of a better way for Rocky to have ended! I could write this tiny article and share with you about
the fun, the activities, and even the epic music… but it all pales in comparison to the call Christ has placed on
His church: to seek out those who are far from Jesus, to bring them into a Gospel centered community of
fellowship, to grow as disciples while edifying and building one another up. That’s what the teens were
challenged with this year at Rocky, and it’s what I would like to challenge you with as well.
We had teens who saw the need for Jesus in their lives in many ways. Some coming to Christ for the first
time while others realizing that they have been negligent in living faithfully. Honestly, Rocky convicted me of
my own complacency within the body of Christ. As you sit and read this small article, possibly before
morning worship - I would entreat you: Have you been living a life faithful to seeing others the way Christ
sees them? Does your “Yes” and “Amen” find its fulfillment in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20) or something in the world?
Have you become complacent in a world that wants you to chant “us vs. them!”? Are you ready to see how
the Gospel turns the world upside down (Acts 17:6)? What if we saw them through Him?
One of the best things we can do in life is be willing to ask hard questions of ourselves. Our vision as a
church is to reach everyone who is new to Sioux Center and everyone who is far from Christ. We certainly
can’t (or won’t) do that if we’re thinking about us vs. them…. We will, however, do that and more if we have
our eyes focussed in and through Jesus Christ.
Grace and Peace,
Ben Rowe
Director of Discipleship

