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This is Nokwanda Forgiveness Hlophe, who benefitted from 

the supply of uniforms bought from the funds recently 

donated to Ndumo’s Orphans and Vulnerable Children 

(OVCs) by Jan and Mariette van Rensburg. 74 children from 5 

schools benefitted from the generous donation of uniforms. 

Nokwanda is 12 years old and a grade 5 student at St Philips 

Higher Primary School. She was identified as one of the 

most vulnerable beneficiaries when she was being fitted 

with her uniform at Pep Stores. One of the Pep staff noticed 

that Nokwanda was reluctant to try on her new uniform and 

on engaging with her, established that she was ashamed 

to undress because her underwear was so tattered. This 

was brought to the attention of Mr. Donald Khumalo and 

Mr. Don Mthembu from the Ndumo OVCs Committee and 

they quickly realized that she needed more help than the 

others. They decided that two sets of uniforms and two sets 

of underwear would be provided to Nokwanda. It became 

clear that Nokwanda’s extreme poverty made her extremely 

self-conscious and inhibited her at school and elsewhere. 

Members of the Committee visited Nokwanda’s home and 

saw the dire poverty first-hand, sadly not unusual in this 

community. Nokwanda is one of five children and neither of 

her parents are employed. Her father is a pensioner and her 

mother receives a disability grant, as she lost the use of one 

arm following a brutal robbery – she was a street vendor. 

One of the children in the household is an orphan whom 

the family took in, despite their own severely constrained 

circumstances, as he had nowhere else to go. The boy is in 

grade 11 at Ndumu High School. 

Nokwanda standing in 

front of her house

These photos show the condition of the family home

Copyright © 2021 P.E.A.C.E Foundation, All rights reserved. 

For further information, please contact us at info@peacefoundation.org.za


