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HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2017 - SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
Christ is Risen
Christ is Risen from the dead trampling down death by death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life.
Resurrection Hymn - 4th Tone (Page 84 in the Green Hymnal)
When the tidings of the resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished to the Apostles with the boasting did they proclaim that death is vanquished ever more and
Christ Our God has risen from the dead and granted to the world His great mercy.
Apolitikion for Mid-Pentecost - 8th Tone
Mid-way in the feast, refresh my thirsty soul with the flowing waters of piety. For You cried out to all, O Savior, "Let him who
thirsts come to me and drink.” You, O Christ our God, are the Fountain of Life, glory to You.
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone
We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ! Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit, and she pleads for us all
great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord.
Kontakion of Pascha - 8th Tone
Though You, O deathless One, did descend into the grave, You did destroy the power of Hades, and, as Victor, You did rise
again, O Christ our God. You did greet the myrrh bearing women, saying Rejoice! You did bestow peace upon your Disciples, and resurrection upon those that are fallen.
Hymn to the Theotokos
The angel cried out to her who is full of grace: “Rejoice! And again I say rejoice! Your Son is risen from the tomb on the third
day. O Lady, graced by God, divine portal of light, rejoice and be glad, for Jesus who went down into grave has risen, shining
brighter than the sun, and illuminating all the faithful.

Communion Hymn
Body of Christ, receive the Fountain of Life. Taste the Source of Immortal Life. Alleluia.

Epistle Reading - The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 11:19-30: IN THOSE DAYS, those
apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia
and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand
of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with
the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called
Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; and this took place
in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the
brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
Gospel Reading - The Reading is from John 4:5-42: At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria,
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied
as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy
food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?"
For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."
The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living
water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons,
and his cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here
to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no
husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in
saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had
five husbands, and he whom you now have is
not your husband; this you said truly." The
woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you
are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to worship." Jesus
said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth." The woman
said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes,

he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples came. They
marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking with
her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a man
who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him.
Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat of which
you do not know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them,
"My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four
months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did
not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." Many Samaritans from that city believed
in him because of the woman's testimony. "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to
him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his
word. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ the Savior of the world.
Overcoming Hate and Division through the Resurrection:
Homily for the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman in the Orthodox Church
Fr. Philip LeMasters
Christ is Risen! We all have our assumptions about who are our friends and who are our enemies. For
all kinds of reasons, we probably feel more comfortable associating with some people as opposed to others.
Fortunately for us all, Jesus Christ has overcome such divisions. He died and rose again in order to bring all
peoples and nations into the blessed glory of His Kingdom, which is not of this world. And if we associate ourselves with Him, then our lives must bear witness that His resurrection is good news for all.
In order to understand how revolutionary His way of living was in the first century, recall that the Jews
despised the Samaritans because they had mixed the ethnic heritage and the religion of Israel with that of other peoples. Jews would have nothing to do with Samaritans, and certainly would not eat or drink anything handled by them. The idea of a good Samaritan was a contradiction in terms. Nonetheless, Christ did the unthinkable by asking a Samaritan woman for a drink of water. Through the unlikely conversation that followed, she
came to recognize Him as the Messiah, to believe in Him, and to lead many of her own people to Christ. We
remember her in the Orthodox Church as Saint Photini, an evangelist and martyr with the title “Equal to the
Apostles.”
In that culture, Jewish men simply did not strike up conversations with women they happened to encounter in public places. Nonetheless, the Lord spoke to Photini with just as much concern and respect as He
had shown in an earlier conversation in John’s gospel with Nicodemus, who had misunderstood Him entirely.
We cannot overestimate how astounding it would have been in that time and place for a Samaritan woman to
respond more faithfully to the Jewish Messiah than had a Pharisee.
To make things even more complicated, this particular Samaritan woman had been married five times
and was then living with a man outside of marriage. Both Jews and Samaritans would have considered her to
have fallen into an immoral lifestyle of routinely going from one man to another. She may have gone to the well
at high noon because she had been rejected by the other women from her village. Though they did not want to
treat her as a neighbor, Christ related to her in a different fashion. He knew all about her failings, but did not
condemn or ignore her as a result. Perhaps because He treated her in such an unexpected and welcoming
way, she was remarkably open to His message.
Indeed, she was transformed by their conversation. Photini showed bravery in telling the men of her
village that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. Not only would they have been shocked for a woman, especially one

of her reputation, to speak to them about God, they would probably also be astounded to hear that a Jewish
rabbi was a Messiah for them as Samaritans. Being inspired by the shocking ways in which Christ had reached
out to her, she reached out in surprising ways to her own people. The name Photini means “enlightened one.”
This Samaritan woman was enlightened through her unlikely conversation with the Lord and then enlightened
others. Consequently, the Samaritans invited the Jewish Messiah to stay in their village for two days, which
also would have been totally unheard of in that time and place.
Our reading from Acts has a similar theme in describing how Gentiles came to believe in the Lord at
Antioch, where the disciples were first called Christians. It was no small thing for the originally Jewish Christian
community to accept Gentile believers, to be comfortable eating, drinking, and sharing a common life with
them. Those viewed as the worst of enemies, as the most depraved human beings, became brothers and sisters. The distinction between Jew and Gentile became irrelevant in Christ in Whom the promises to Abraham
are fulfilled and extended to all who have faith in the Savior.
No doubt, different groups of people fear and hate one another because of the power of sin and death
in the world as we know it. What group cannot cite some plausible reason that it is justified in getting even with
another group? The same is surely true in our personal relationships. It apparently makes us feel better about
our own failings and inadequacies when we build ourselves up even as we put others down. At least we are
better than that person or group, we like to think. We like to blame scapegoats for our problems, instead of
looking ourselves squarely in the eye. We like to take revenge rather than to forgive. We like to hide our own
brokenness and weakness by denigrating anyone who poses a threat to our prideful illusions. Of course, that
simply perpetuates a cycle of resentment, as it gives some other group or person an excuse to feel justified in
condemning us.
In this glorious season of Pascha, we celebrate that Christ has set us free from slavery to the sin and
death that are at the heart of the division and enmity that make people feel completely justified in hating one
another. The more that we participate in His great victory, the more our souls will be freed from the compulsive
desire to secure our well-being by destroying the character of others. The more we will see that the blessed life
of the Kingdom is not a zero-sum game in which we have to beat others in a contest for a scarce resource. Life
in a world captive to death is a scarce resource. And if it all ends with the grave, then why not do what it takes
to exalt ourselves over the competition for as long as possible? But Christ has truly emptied the tomb and
made it possible for Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, and everyone else—including each of us as the “chief of sinners”– to participate in the life of heaven.
If we are truly to embrace His resurrection, then we must stop distracting ourselves from our own brokenness and pain by demonizing other people, whether individually or collectively. As sinners ourselves whose
only hope is in the abundant mercy of Jesus Christ, Who died and rose again for us all, we have no right to exclude anyone from the possibility of embracing the new life of the empty tomb through faith and repentance. If
we respond with hatred, condemnation, or stony silence to those we deem unworthy, we turn away from
Christ’s ministry of bringing new life to the whole world. We must treat all our neighbors as Christ treated the
Samaritan woman. To do anything less is to place our own limits on the great joy of His resurrection. It is to
remain in the tomb of sin and death when the Savior invites us to share in the great wedding feast of heaven.
In the remaining days of this glorious season of Pascha, let us keep a close watch on our thoughts, our
words, and our actions, and replace fear, revenge, and condemnation with hope, reconciliation, and blessing.
Let us refuse to define ourselves over against any group or person, and instead become full participants in the
joy of a Kingdom where the divisions that have plagued humanity since the fall of our first parents are healed
and overcome. If we will live that way, then we, like St. Photini, will truly become living witnesses that death
has died and that light now shines even from the darkest tomb.

SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE
“In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus
Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is
complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory,
praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”
To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep
in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the
Care Line, please call 303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8.












































Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home
Basiliki - Home
Dr. John Bealer - Home
Mary Brent - Home
Mary Bouzis - Home (Mother of Chris Craig)
Marie Bukuvalas - Home
Mary Chachas - Home
Ronald Christenbury - Home (Brother of Chris Christenbury)
Stephen Cusulos - Home (Nephew of Diakonissa Claire Zinis)
Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes)
Dan Diamond - Home
Rayn Durso - US Army
Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos)
Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home
Fr. Paul Fedec - Home
Todd Fotiades - Home
Fr. Jimi Foreso - Rehab Center
Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home
Peter Gallanis - Home
Joy Gallios - Home
Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge George)
Aleksandra Gopsill - Home
Cameron Grant - US Marines
Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen)
Hariton - Home
Sandra Hatsis - Asleep in the Lord
Ikbal Heneen - Home
Linda Mariea Hughes - Home
Mary Kanas - Home (sister of Helen Pappas)
Elias Katsoulas - Home (Father of Dino Katsoulas)
Kathryn Katsoulas - Home (Mother of Dino Katsoulas)
Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller)
Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas)
Mark Kiryluk - Home
Bill Lagos - Home
Mike Ligeros - Asleep in the Lord
James Legas - Home
Peter Lerke - Home (Father of Natasha Bealer)
Tom Long - Home
LaSeema Maleralis - Asleep in the Lord (aunt of Dan Skaff)
Freida Maniatis – Home
Alexa Mantas - Home
Janet Dobbs Morris - Home








































Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse)
Alexandria Nash - Home
Samia Nash - Home
Karen Olson - Cousin of George Paich
Diane Papedo - Home
Louis Papedo - Home
Dr. Deno Pappas - Asleep in the Lord
Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas)
Patricia Pantazis - Home
Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes
John Peros - Home
Jim Peros (John’s Son) - Asleep in the Lord
George Plakorus - Home
Mary Plakorus - Home
Kathryn Prose - US Army
Thomas Prose - US Army
John Prose - US Navy Reserve
Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of Maria
Mantas)
Panangelos
Florence Regas - Home
Mary De la Rosa - Home
John and Donna Rosca - Home
Jennifer Shaw - Home
Angelo Simeonides – Home (Brother of Anthea Christenbury)
Presbytera Olympia Simeonides – Home (Sister-in-law of
Anthea Christenbury)
Dan Skaff - Home
Dino Terry - Home
Ellie Thomas - Home
Shirley Thomas - Home (Mother of Amory Neal)
Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-inlaw of Irene Farfaras)
Allison Turvey - Asleep in the Lord (niece of Laura Turvey)
Chuck Ullman - Home
Nancy Wagner - Asleep in the Lord
Roberta Walls - Home
Kathleen Witzak - Home
Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauffer)
Sue Youssef – Home
Joe Youssef - Home

