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The California Gourd Society Gourd Art Competition  
 

Best of Show & Best of Division Advanced                                           Peopleõs Choice   

                         Robert Swendsen                 Jelena Clay  

More of the Best! 
 

Best of Division Master Joyce Campbell 

Best of Division Intermediate - Patti Fisher 

Best of Division Novice - Carol Becker 
 

Complete Awards Listing and Pictures start on page  4. 
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Out Going President's Message 
 

Hello Gourders, 
 

As usual this has been a very busy year.  We just finished the Davis 

Gourd Festival and we had a very good turnout.   
 

I wanted to announce to all of you that I have resigned as president of 

CGS.  I hope to see you at the many events that will take place next year.  

It was a lot of fun working with you and helping to get people to look at 

gourds as art not just a snowman or pumpkin. Please keep going to com-

petitions and I hope you remember to enter the California State Fair that 

we were finally able to get divisions and categories for Gourds. 
 

The Folsom Gourd Artists will keep me busy in the many things that we 

have planned.  I also hope to be able to do more gourds myself. 
 

Thanks for all of your help. 

Barbara Rippetoe 

Interim Presidentõs Message 
 

Greetings fellow gourders, 

 

The last couple months have been a very busy time for our CGS members. Al-

though the State fair and many of the County fairs are over, a few are held in late 

summer hoping to avoid the hot summer temperatures. Orange County and Los 

Angeles County are two such fairs. Both of these county fairs sported award 

winning gourd entries from CGS members. 

 

Did you know that our beautiful State of California is 800 miles tip to tip?  No 

wonder we have more than one festival each year unlike many other smaller 

states in our nation. This September brought us a flurry of festivals. Due to some 

rescheduling beyond our control we found ourselves with one festival right after 

another. But that did not deter anyone from participation.  

 

GourdStock with tie-dyed shirts and all was held at Bates Nut Farm way down 

South in Valley Center. Four days of classes and vendor booths including some 

patch member booths received good reviews from attendees. It was a bit too 

warm especially on Sunday but that did not stop us from having a great time.  

 

 

 

 

The very next week 

was a fabulous festi-

val at Davis Ranch 

(fruit, vegetable & 

gourd farmers mar-

ket) located a few 

miles Southeast of 

Sacramento.   
   

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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(Continued on Page 3)         

Interim Presidentõs Message Continued 
 

I was so pleased that I was able to attend at least part of this event. The classes were 

great.  I came home with a fish sculpture Hawaiian style taught by Jelena Clay from 

Hawaii. I was impressed with the support of all the Northern patches. Many patches 

had their own booth. Keeping a booth ñmannedò the whole time is always a chal-

lenge and I observed fantastic participation by patch members. We had a CGS booth 

as well and were able to recruit a few new members.  Cecile Garrison was there rep-

resenting the American Gourd Society and signed up quite a few for AGS member-

ship.  We are so fortunate this year to have her, the AGS president, as one of our 

own! I thoroughly enjoyed the time we had chatting together.  There was also a make 

& take for kids that ran both Saturday and Sunday that seemed to be very popular. 

Aaron Bullock organized demonstrations throughout the day that were very informa-

tive. And of course one of the main attractions was the CGS Gourd Competition.  I 

would like to thank Barbara Rippetoe for heading that up and keeping us judges on 

track.  A perk for being a judge or a clerk is we were treated by CGS to a lovely dinner after the judging was complete. 

 

Oh, but we were not done yet!  The very next week was the all state CGS Retreat at the Highland Springs Resort in Cherry Valley.  

What an event! There were members from CGS patches up and down the State. It was a four day fun filled event that everyone went 

away saying how great it was and they could hardly wait until the next one. It was extremely well organized thanks to our chairper-

son Sherry Hunga-Moore and her team. There were twelve self-paced projects and yet time to work on your own gourds if you so 

desired.  There were demos, swag bags, trading post table, and raffle prizes to die for. The raffle raised $2,010 which will be used for 

future CGS retreats. The gourmet meals were healthy and delicious. Spa treatments were available for those interested.  

 

Everyone brought a ñbirdhouseò type gourd to donate to the Highland Springs Re-

sort for their kids program.  There were three huge boxes of donated gourds! Thank 

you everyone for bringing a gourd! Betty Finch shared about Jim Story and his ma-

nipulated gourds and the desire to continue the art of gourd manipulation. Toni Best 

gave us an update on the Baskets and Gourds Containers of our Culture Event in 

Visalia coming up in April 2016 and encouraged everyone to sign up for classes 

since they are now posted on the web. Saturday eveningôs dinner was augmented by 

entertainer Leila Newell with her husband Jim.  She is a member of the San Diego 

County Gourd Artists. What a show! She is known for creating her own lyrics for 

well-known songs and she even penned and sang one about gourd artists! That lady 

could really move for being nearly 80 years old. She had us all laughing. If you 

missed this retreat, plan to make the next one: you wonôt be sorry. Weôre hoping that 

the next one will be more centrally located for even more participation. 

 

The weekend following the retreat was Gourd Fest 2015 sponsored by the Calabash Club of Silicon Valley. Held at a pumpkin 

patch, there were vendor booths, demonstrations, make & takes for kids and classes with well-known teachers including Vickie 

Echols, Kristy Dial and Jelena Clay from Hawaii. So sorry I didnôt make it to this event. 

 

Thereôs still one more opportunity to soak in some beautiful gourd art at the 7th Annual Yucca Valley Gourd Festival on November 

21 & 22 at the Yucca Valley Community Center.  There will be kids and adult classes, gourd art displays and sales, face painting and 

lots of good food.  Donôt miss it! 

 

Looking forward, itôs time to start planning holiday parties and year end brings us to elec-

tion time.  We are hoping for new volunteers to join the Board of Directors. We want more 

members to get involved in the planning portion of our great organization. Please take time 

to read the bios on the ballot and vote.  The CGS Board values your input. 

 

We are also looking forward to hosting the AGS Board Meeting in April 2016 in conjunc-

tion with Baskets and Gourds Containers of our Culture VI in Visalia. The event will also 

feature our fundraiser raffle. Plan to join us; guaranteed youôll have a good time!  

 

Olive Moore  

CGS President 

Left: Sherry Hunga-Moore presenting gourds to Jenny Ko 

Myself and Susan Gouig  
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CGS Gourd Art Competition Awards Listing  

September 26-27, 2015 
 

Award Pins were given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place.  

Ribbons were awarded for Best of Division, People's Choice, Best of Show and Judges Award.  

 
SPECIAL CATEGORY IN HONOR OF DAVIS RANCH  

Carol Des Voigne        1st 

Marilyn Carrico           2nd 

Maryland O. Fallon    3rd 

 

YOUTH     1 ï 11 

Allison Nelson     1st 

YOUTH   17 & UNDER 

Joel Morgan      1st 
 

NOVICE DIVISION  
 

 
 

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION  
 

 
 

(Continued on Page 5) 

PYROGRAPHY Kathy Baker 1st  

PAINTED/COLORED Amelia Castro 

Emilee Baker 

Gail Zimmerman 

1st  

2nd 

3rd 

BOWLS, VASES OR CONTAINERS Carol Becker 

Marilyn Phelps 

Kimberly Shearer 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

PYROGRAPHY Patti Fisher 1st 

PAINTED/COLORED Patti Fisher 

Amelia Castro 

Cherie Savory 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

CARVED Patti Fisher 

Terrye Temple 

Debby Rising 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

COILED Louise Bezark 1st 

JEWELRY Marilyn Phelps 1st 

HOLIDAY  Patti Fisher 

Margie Jordon 

1st 

2nd 

COMBINATION Colleen Ballard 

Patti Fisher 

Christie McRiley 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

DISTINCTIVELY DIFFERENT Aaron Bullock 

Martha Haney 

1st 

2nd 

ZENTANGLE® Patti Fisher 1st 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

ADVANCED DIVISION  

 
 

 

 

MASTERS DIVISION  

 
(Continued on Page 6) 

PYROGRAPHY Olive Moore 

Barbara Rippetoe 

1st 

2nd 

PAINTED/COLORED Clarence Schmidt 

Marilyn Carrico 

1st 

2nd 

CARVED Olive Moore 

Aaron Bullock 

1st 

2nd 

FILIGREE OR FRET-WORK Barbara Cody 2nd 

COILED Marilyn Carrico 

Maryland O. Fallon 

1st 

2nd 

WALL HANGING/MASKS Olive Moore 1st 

JEWELRY Barbara Cody 2nd 

HOLIDAY  Maryland O. Fallon 

Clarence Schmidt 

Barbara Rippetoe 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

COMBINATION Martha Haney 

Marilyn Carrico 

Maryland O. Fallon 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

DISTINCTIVELY DIFFERENT Robert Swendsen 

Christie McRiley 

Martha Haney 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

ZENTANGLE® Maryland O. Fallon 1st 

PYROGRAPHY Joyce Campbell 

Jelena Clay 

1st 

2nd 

CARVED Joyce Campbell 

R .Eric Baker 

Bill Wilson 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

FILIGREE OR FRET-WORK Joyce Campbell 

R. Eric Baker 

Bill Wilson 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

PAINTED/COLORED Joyce Campbell 

R. Eric Baker 

1st 

2nd 

GOURD DOLL or SPIRIT FIGURE Marilyn Carrico 

Jelena Clay 

1st 

2nd 

HOLIDAY  Joyce Campbell 

R. Eric Baker 

1st 

2nd 

ZENTANGLE® Joyce Campbell 1st 
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(Continued from Page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Best of Division Master - Joyce Campbell 

Best of Intermediate Division - Patti Fisher Marilyn Carrico with 2 of her 5 awards 

Best of Novice Division - Carol Baker 

       More CGS Gourd Art Competition Awards  
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(Continued from Page 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Continued on Page 8)  

Davis Ranch Gourd Festival 2015 

 
Another great festival and the 3rd competition.  This year we had 88 entries with many new artists.  Our judges were 

given a difficult job in selecting the best.   

 

We also had the Special Needs children and the Adult Cerebral Palsy that did a splendid job.   Folsom Gourd Artists 

are very proud to furnish supplies so they can show their talents and provide a bright spot in their lives. 

 

There were several patches represented and the Make & Take booth was kept busy both days.  The demonstration 

booth was a center of attraction with Joyce Campbell, James Perry,  Olive Moore, Aaron Bullock, a woodcarving 

demonstration by the California Carvers Guild  and the cute 6 years old Allison Nelson.  

 

A new artist Robert Swendsen won Best of Show with his beautiful beaded bowl.  Jelena Clay from Hawaii who was 

one of the teachers won Peopleôs Choice. Carol DeVoigne won the Special  Davis Ranch Category.   

 

The weather was wonderful and fun was had by all. 

Barbara Rippetoe 

Top:     Youth Age 5-11               Special Needs Entries 

 

Bottom:   Youth Age 12-17               Cerebral Palsy Entries 
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(Continued from page 7) 

Spreading the Gourd Glow! 

Davis Festival  
 

Top 1st row left: Amador County Gourd 

Artists Booth 
Top 1st row right: Gloria Crane -Beaded 

Quail Class 

2nd row left: East Bay Gourd Patch Booth 

2nd row right: Toni Best -My Cup Runneth 

Over Class 

3rd row left: Bettie Lake -Doodling Borders 

Class 

3rd row right: Calabash Club of Silicon  

Valley Booth 

Bottom: Folsom Gourd Artists Booth 
Pictures submitted by Olive Moore. 
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NOTICE to Regional Patch Leadersé 
 

Please send photographs of your Wreath/Sprays so we may post them on Line! 

Send photos to Mary Bliss email editorgoldengourd@yahoo.com 

  

Each of the Regional Patch Leaders should have them completed in time for the 

Gourds and Baskets òContainers of our Cultureó Event in Visalia. 

 
* Wreaths and/or Spays are due on or prior  to start of event in Visalia, Friday April 22, 2016.   

                                          We need time to set up the display.  

 

If unable to meet deadline contact  Sue or Sherry to make arrangements!  
 

*Susan Gouig   P.O. Box 1186, Healdsburg, CA 95448 {Northern members} suegg51@yahoo.com 

*Sherry Hunga-Moore 105 S. Hayden Dr. Escondido, CA 92025 {Southern members} florashm@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patches and individual CGS members throughout California will be creating unique art in the 

form of Wreaths and/or Spays.  
 

The hanging gourd Art will be on display and offered as opportunity drawing prizes at the 

òGourds and Baskets: Containers of our Cultureó Event in Visalia, California. 

*They will be raffled off Saturday April 23, 2016 after the dinner and guest speaker.  
 

This is a 50/50 split with CGS and its members selling the tickets. Members buy the tickets 

from CGS for 50 cents each and resale them for $1 each. Your Patch keeps the proceeds, this 

helps fund your leaderõs expenses while attending required CGS functions.  
 

 

 

California Gourd Society 2015 - 2016  

Fundraiser  
 

Wreath and/or Sprays   
 

  

WIN Fabulous Gourd Art  

òEnter to winó one of 20+ gourd art projects made by 

members of the CGS  

CGS proceeds benefit the statewide educational outreach of the California Gourd Society and its Members. 

Winners need not be present to win. 

Contact any CGS patch to purchase your tickets. Price Per Ticket $1.00 each.  

mailto:editorgoldengourd@yahoo.com
mailto:suegg51@yahoo.com
mailto:florashm@aol.com
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CGS Elections are Coming  
 

CGS is very pleased to announce we will have online voting as an additional option on  
December 3rd members will receive by email their ñVote of Support Packetò. 

 

You have been emailed your ñNomination Packetò but in case you have missed it you can download it at the 
website. The link to the website page can be found in the email you received along with the member login 
information you will need. Once at the website you will find the complete job position descriptions and the 
duties for each position.  
 

You can also contact each board member currently in that position directly if you have any questions regard-
ing their duties, questions regarding the election process please direct to CGS Secretary Peggy Blessing. 
Contact information is on page 26 of this issue and at the website on the About Us page:  
http://www.californiagourdsociety.com/About.php  
 
  CGS is seeking nominations for the following positions: 

 

¶ President 

¶ Secretary 

¶ Treasurer  

¶ First Vice President  

¶ Director of Southern Programs  

¶ Director at Large 

¶ Webmaster  (nonvoting Position) 

An Invitation to Attend the  

Annual CGS Board Meeting  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The agenda will cover such topics as:  
 

¶ Election for changing officers  

¶ Director of Programs Reports  

¶ Director at Large Reports  

¶ 2015 Retreat Report  

¶ Future Retreats Planning  

¶ Membership Report  

¶ Website and Newsletter Report  

¶ 2016 Budget  

¶ Committee Assignments  

¶ Bylaws Update  

¶ And more... 

If you have ideas or suggestions for the agenda, 

please feel free to contact CGS President Olive 

Moore at: president@californiagourdsociety.com  

or call (909) 982-7790 by December 15, 2015.   

The California Gourd Society will hold its annual Board Meeting on 

Saturday, January 9, 2016. Any interested CGS member is invited and 

encouraged to attend the meeting.  

Comfort Suites  

210 E Acequia Avenue 

Visalia, CA 93291  


