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The Champaign Health District is charged with meeting the public health needs of all       

residents of Champaign County.  In order to determine whether or not we are meeting  

these needs, we assess the services and/or programs that we provide based on the         

Essential Public Health Services as developed by the CDC to describe the public health 

activities that should be undertaken in all communities. The following list of the ten essential 

services is followed by the program and/or service that the Champaign Health District    

undertakes to meet the standard:  

Monitor health status to identify and solve community health problems by: 

 Determine and monitor water quality; Offering Immunizations and HIV testing and  

counseling; Conducting food-borne illness investigations; Bio-emergency preparation and 

coordination; Screening for diabetes, high blood pressure and high blood sugar;      

Completing Community Health Needs Assessment; Conducting Child lead-poisoning 

surveillance. 

Diagnose and Investigate health problems and health hazards in the community through:  

 Epidemiology; Tuberculosis screening and case management; Investigation and          

evaluation of nuisance complaints 

Inform, Educate, and Empower people about health issues with:  

Health education and promotion; WIC educational programs 

Mobilize community partnerships and action to identify and solve health problems by:  

      Bio-emergency regional collaborations; Community partnerships with law                   

enforcement, social service agencies, private providers, and EMA. In addition to              

collaboration with WIC, public health nursing, advocate for emergency needs                

of special/functional needs population 

Develop Policies and Plans that support individual and community health efforts with:  

Board of Health rules/regulations; Monitoring, inspecting, and  registering contractors 

and providers of Environmental Health programs; Community health planning; Strategic 

and performance planning; Establishment of procedures to deal with contaminated or  

high risk sites 

Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety by: 

Hazardous materials and site inspections for safe disposal; Professional licensure and  

regulation; Food inspections; Tattoo inspections; Enforcement of local and state        

ordinances 

     Link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of health care when          

            otherwise unavailable by: 

            Case management for tuberculosis and children with Medical Handicaps; Newborn home      

            Visits; WIC, Health education and promotion  

Assure competent public and personal health care workforce with: 

Food service worker safety courses; Regional bio-emergency meetings; Performance 

Evaluation; Continuing education for professional staff 

Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health services     

             with: Data management; Quality improvement; Community health improvement plans 

Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems by doing: 

Community health needs assessment; Bio-emergency surveillance and data collection; 

Customer satisfaction surveys; Study of best practices in public health 
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Coroner’s Report                                                                
Joshua Richards, M.D. 

Vital Statistics 
Michele Carnes, Registrar 

Cindy Cozad, Deputy Registrar 

  Champaign Health District issued 964 

birth certificates and 1042 death  
certificates in 2014 for a total of 2006. In 

Champaign County there were 2 home 

births and 271 deaths.   
   The Champaign Health District staff is 

able to  issue birth certificates for anyone 

that was born in the State of Ohio.  The 

access to Ohio births began in 2010 and 

has become a benefit for Champaign 

County residents in not having to travel 

outside the county to get a birth record. 

In 2014, the Registrar and Deputy Regis-

trar issued 752 birth certificates for peo-

ple born in Ohio but outside of Cham-

paign County.  
   District staff assist residents with       

genealogical research and locating out of 

county birth and death certificates.   
Additionally,  the Health District works 

closely with funeral directors, DJFS, the 

Board of Elections to assure voter fraud 

does not occur,  and Social Security to as-

sure no duplication of social security num-

bers. The registrar also works with Law 

Enforcement  during an AMBER alert by 

notifying law enforcement if a birth certifi-

cate is requested for the missing child.                                         

Death information is shared with the    

Veteran's Administration so each         

serviceman or woman  receives an   

American Flag to mark their final resting 

place. 
 Hours are  8:00 AM until 5:00 PM 

Monday through Friday.   
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Population Number 

Urbana City 11,793 

County excluding Urbana 28,304 

                                           Total 40,097 

    

              Total Deaths in 2013 271 

Total Deaths investigated by             
Coroner's Department 32 

     Autopsies Performed 56% 

     Total Deaths Investigated 12% 

Investigated Deaths by Cause: 

Natural Causes 17 

Sudden Infant Death 0 

Accidental 

  

 Motor Vehicle: Single Vehicle 0 

  Multiple Vehicle 1 

                              Industrial 0 

                              Opiate Toxicity       11 

  

 

                       Drowning (Hot Tub)                        1 

Suicide 

  

Asphyxia by noxious gas 1 

     

Homicide 

  Multiple Blunt  Force Trauma 1 
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Environmental Health                Andy Russell, RS 

Public health depends on providing clean water, safe and 
wholesome food, proper sewage disposal, safe indoor air 
quality and preventing the harborage of insects and 
rodents which carry disease. The Environmental Health 
(EH) Division provides numerous services to the  
community that assures a safe and healthy environment 
for its citizens. Each year, we perform hundreds of  
inspections and consultations with residents and 
businesses. Many of our programs are mandated by 
state law and others are simply programs that we provide 
to help protect the health of our community. 
 

 
HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM & SEMI-PUBLIC 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 
Household Sewage Treatment Systems (HSTS) are  
relied upon to properly treat and dispose of wastewater in 
areas that are not accessible to sanitary sewer. The 
Champaign Health District permits and inspects the  
installation of new household sewage treatment systems, 
registers sewage installers and haulers, conducts site 
evaluations of undeveloped property, and administers an 
operation and maintenance program for household  
sewage aeration systems. The following permits and  
inspections were performed for 2014: 
 
  23 Sewage permits for new installations. 
  25 Replacement/Alteration sewage permits 
  33 Site Evaluations  
  33 Placement Evaluations  
  59 Building Protection inspections 
  59 Annual residential aerator inspections 
 
The Champaign Health District inspects all Semipublic 
Sewage Disposal Systems treating less than 25,000  
gallons of wastewater per day in Champaign County for 
proper operation and maintenance. These systems  
service small businesses in areas where sanitary sewers 
are not available. This program is a contractual  
partnership between the Health District and the Ohio 
EPA. We currently permit and inspect 65 semi-public 
sewage disposal systems operating in our jurisdiction to 
assure that they are operating as designed. 

 
FOOD  
The Champaign Health District Food Protection Program 
aims to promote healthy people and healthy communities 
through safe and healthy food operations. The  
Champaign Health District accomplishes this through 
education, training and regulation of food operators. 
 
 
 
 

In Champaign County there are 188 licensed operations 
including restaurants, groceries and mobile food service 
operations. The Champaign Health District also inspects 
vending and temporary food operations. In 2014, the 
numbers of food inspections are as follows: 
 
 63 Food Establishment  
102 Food Service Operation  
 41 Temporary Food Operation 
 29 Vending Operation 
 23 Mobile Food Operation 
 

SCHOOLS  
The Champaign Health District inspects all of our school 
buildings and associated grounds within our county to 
identify health and safety concerns.  
 
Twelve school inspections were performed in 2014. 
 

PLUMBING  
The Champaign Health District’s State Certified Plumbing 
Inspector insures a safe water supply. The plumbing 
section provides inspection of both residential and  
commercial plumbing systems to assure compliance with 
the Ohio Plumbing Code. 
 
In 2014, 102 residential and 21 commercial plumbing  
permits were issued.  
 

WATER SYSTEM 
The Champaign Health District ensures that citizens have 
safe and healthy private water systems. 
 
The Champaign Health District’s Private Water Well  
Program prevents communicable disease and illness  
associated with drinking water from individual private  
water systems. 
 
The EH Division issues permits for the development of 
new private water systems and for the alteration of 
existing systems.  
 
For individual private well systems, the well location is 
reviewed, and the well installation must meet the Ohio 
Department of Health Standards for construction. New 
and replacement individual wells must be tested for water 
quality (coliform bacteria). Additionally, public health staff 
answer questions on water quality issues, how to  
disinfect water systems, protection of well source from 
surface activities, etc. 

 
Thirty-five well permits were issued in 2014. 
  
 



 

Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 1 

 

AIR QUALITY 
Radon is naturally radioactive and decays into          
radioactive particles that can be inhaled. These       
particles can damage sensitive lung tissue. Radon is a 
known carcinogen and is recognized as the leading 
cause of lung cancer. In an effort to protect home    
owners from the deadly affects of radon, 60 coupons 
for free radon kits were given to citizens for testing  
radon in their homes in 2014.   
 

ANIMAL BITE AND RABIES INVESTIGATION 
The Champaign Health District investigates all reported 
animal bites within Champaign County to prevent and 
control the spread of the rabies virus. 

 
Sixty-six investigations were conducted in 2014. 

 
SOLID WASTE 
The Champaign Health District protects our              
environment through its Solid and Infectious Waste 
Program. 

 
The EH Division manages an approved solid waste 
program for the Ohio EPA.  
 
The Champaign Health District inspected one class 3 
composting facility for Ohio EPA in 2014. 

 
Landfills are also inspected.  Closed landfills are      
inspected to prevent groundwater pollution as well as 
safety issues related to methane gas production. One 
closed landfill has been referred to the OEPA for    
eventual cleanup.  

 
MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS AND CAMPS 
The Health District’s Campground and  
Manufactured Home Park programs prevent disease, 
safety hazards and unsanitary 
conditions within these facilities. 
 
Eleven manufactured home parks were inspected in 
2013 for the Ohio Manufactured Home Park           
Commission. One Combined-RV camp and two       
temporary camps were licensed and inspected in 2014.  
 

NUISANCE ABATEMENT 
In an effort to protect the health of the  
community, the EH Division responded to a large    
number of various public health  
nuisances in 2014. These nuisances  
included trash, sewage, housing, rodents, open     
burning, mold, food, and dead animals.  In 2014,                 
a minimum of 159 public health  
nuisances were investigated for a total of 459          
inspections. 

 
SOLID WASTE/SEPTAGE HAULERS 
To prevent nuisance conditions associated with the 
hauling of solid waste and septage, the EH Division 
licenses and inspects all haulers in the county. The 
division, in 2014, inspected 80 solid waste and 13   
septage hauler vehicles. 

 
SUBSTANDARD HOUSING 
The Champaign Health District in 
accordance with the Housing Maintenance Regulation 
of the Champaign Health District assures safe and san-
itary living conditions for residents of Champaign Coun-
ty. 

 
Five dwellings were condemned as unfit for habitation 
in 2014. Many of these were part of the “Moving Ohio 
Forward Grant Program” which provided grant monies 
to remove unfit building structures. The Champaign 
County Commissioners managed the grant funds. 

 
SWIMMING POOLS 
The swimming pool program assures the safety and 
health of swimmers. The Champaign Health District’s 
Sanitarians inspect the water quality, maintenance of 
filtration and circulation equipment, the presence of 
safety equipment and warning signs, life guarding re-
quirements, recordkeeping and overall facility opera-
tion. 

 
Ten swimming pools were licensed and  
Inspected in 2013. 
 

TATTOO/BODY PIERCING 
The Champaign Health District licenses all persons 
(practitioners) applying tattoos or body piercing(s). The 
EH Division conducts yearly inspections of facilities for 
general maintenance and cleanliness, as well as prop-
er sterilization techniques. 

 
Two tattoo establishments were licensed and           
inspected.  
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 8:00AM-5:00PM 
Monday through Friday 
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Nursing/Personal Health                                                       Karla Green MSN, RN 

The Nursing and Personal Health Services 

division administers programs and services 

related to prevention of disease and          

promotion of health and healthy living.       

Services are provided by Public Health Nurs-

es and Program Specialists to individuals and 

groups. 

Public health nurses integrate community 

involvement and knowledge about the entire  

population with personal, clinical  

understandings of the health and 

illness experiences of individuals and families 

within the population. 

 

IMMUNIZATION CLINICS 
Public Health Nurses  conduct immunization 

clinics two days per week at the Champaign 

Health District. Nursing staff once again wrote 

for and received the Immunization Action Plan 

grant awarded by the Ohio Department of 

Health for the sixth consecutive year.  This 

grant was for $11,253.05 and the goal is to 

help educate parents and healthcare provid-

ers in immunization practices.  Approximately 

1,078 clients were seen in CHD (Champaign 

Health District) Immunization clinics with a 

total of 2,255 injections given. Other nursing 

services available through the clinic include: 

356 blood pressure screenings, Lice screen-

ing and treatment for 61 clients, and 39 Preg-

nancy tests, as well as general medical edu-

cation on a variety of topics. 

 One major goal of the CDC initiative and the 

Immunization grant is to have 90% of children 

fully immunized against vaccine preventable 

diseases by age two.  In 2010  the CHD rate 

of up -to -date children was 78%.  Due to the 

continued diligence of our immunization staff, 

our rate as of  December 2014 was 81%. 
VFC (Vaccines for Children) supplied vaccine 
to Local Health Departments to use in      
immunization clinics at no cost  through    
funding from CDC (Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention) to ODH (Ohio     
Department of Health).  Since May 2014 we 
have implemented  Vaxcare for  those pa-
tients  who have private insurance and  are in 
need of immunizations.  Vaxcare supplies 
immunizations and directly bills  the patient’s 
insurance. The CHD schedules immuniza-
tions all day on Wednesdays with two Public 

Health Nurses providing immunizations. Pa-
tients may walk-in on Mondays without an 
appointment. CHD also schedules  patients 
for immunizations on the first and third Thurs-
days of the month with late afternoon and 

evening appointments. 
 
TUBERCULOSIS SCREENING 

CLINICS 
Public Health Nurses hold TB clinics every 
week.  The test is administered on Tuesday 

and the clients return on Thursdays for re-
sults. A total of 178 TB tests were adminis-

tered in 2014. No active cases of TB were 
identified.   
 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE  
INVESTIGATIONS 
Of the reported cases of communicable    
diseases, diagnosis of Chlamydia remained 
highest of STDs in 2014.  One reason for this 
could be changes to the reporting functionality 
in other counties in which Champaign County 
residents are seen.  Hepatitis C disease  
identification is also noted to be slightly higher 
which also could be from more aggressive 

reporting as well. 
       
BUREAU FOR CHILDREN WITH 

MEDICAL HANDICAPS (BCMH) 
BCMH nurses coordinate and manage     
diagnostic and treatment services for children 

with suspected or identified special health 
care needs. Patients in the BCMH program 

year  ending 2014 consist of an average of 17 

children per month in the Diagnostic program, 
an average of 112 children per month in  the 

Treatment program, and an average of 18 
children per month in the Service Coordina-

tion program.  A Public Health Nurse visited 
162 children in their homes this past year.   
 

HIV TESTING 
Champaign Health District contract’s with 
Clark County Combined Health District for 
HIV testing two times per month in the county.  
Once a month tests are conducted at the 
Health District facility, the second time testing 
is held at Urbana University.   Immediate 
results and counseling are given to the clients 

by a certified HIV counselor  
  

2014 HIV Prevention Activities in        

Champaign County 

·       6 Rapid HIV tests were              
performed at CHD  

·       17 Rapid HIV tests were performed 
at Urbana University  

·       57 students were educated at      
Urbana University. 

·       500 plus condoms distributed to on 
campus students. 171 Pamphlets 
were distributed 

 

NEWBORN HOME VISITS 
Newborn Home Visits continue to be funded 
through the Mental Health Drug and Alcohol 
Board to help screen moms for maternal  
depression as well as to assess the newborn 
infant. A total of 69  referrals were made. Thir-
teen home  visits were made to new or  young 
moms who have a baby at risk for develop-
mental delays or  anomalies. CHD will have 
the ability to schedule more visits in 2015 with 
a dedicated full time Public Health Nurse . 

 
DIABETES EDUCATION 
The Diabetes Education program continues to 

be needed in the community as Champaign 

County has a rate of 16% Diabetics within the 

county.  This percent is one of the highest in 

the State of Ohio.  Through monthly two day 

educational classes taught by RN’s and   

Dieticians, newly diagnosed patients are able 

to learn the basics in managing their disease 

to help prevent complications.  We were able 

to educate 37 patients in the classroom    

setting for  general diabetes education, blood 

glucose meter distribution, insulin injection           

education or other diabetes related             

educations and screening materials.         

Approximately 231 people were screened for 

elevated blood sugars during the year at 

Health Fairs CHD staff  participated in.  

 

WOMEN INFANTS AND CHILDREN 
WIC is a nutrition education and                 
supplemental food program for infants and 
children up to age 5, as well as for  women 
who are pregnant, just had a baby, or       
breastfeeding. WIC had seen an average 
caseload of 222 participants per month in 
2014.  CHD WIC continues to house a             
Breastfeeding Peer Helper program as       
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mandated by the State WIC Department in 
fall of 2010.  WIC Breastfeeding Peer Helpers 
are moms who are experienced at               
breastfeeding. They are trained to provide 
counseling to encourage more women to           
breastfeed and to help solve breastfeeding 
concerns for breastfeeding mothers.  The 
goal is to increase the number of babies who 
are initially breastfed and to increase the 
duration of breastfeeding to at least 12 
months. In 2014,  an average of 96 WIC par-
ents choose to initiate breast feeding with  an 
average of 22 mothers continuing to breast-
feed at the six month check up. These num-
bers continue to slowly increase as WIC 
Breastfeeding Peer Helpers continue to de-
velop  rapport with pregnant mothers through 
these peer relationships.  CHD WIC has one 
part-time peer helper who has consulted with 
477 parents in 2014 in regards to making 
breastfeeding a choice in their parenting ex-
perience. 
 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
The CHD educates the community through 
the CHD website, bulletin boards, literature 
handed out at Health Fairs, newspaper arti-
cles, and communication with patients within 
the CHD. Presentations are offered to the 
community by Public Health Professionals. 
 

FLU VACCINATIONS 
CHD held a mass Flu clinic at the Champaign 
County Fairgrounds in 2014.  The Cham-
paign County Community was given Flu Vac-
cines as they walked into the Flu Clinic or 
drove up to the Clinic in their vehicles.  CHD 
also held a Children’s Flu clinic  as well in 
2014. CHD administered 769 Flu vaccines to 

the Community in 2014. 
 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 
A variety of cases of communicable  diseases 
were investigated throughout the year. When 
compared to recent years, more cases of 
infectious disease were reported to CHD. This 
has demonstrated strengthening partnerships 
and collaboration among the medical  com-
munity. This type of partnership is  essential 
to limiting disease transmission and keeping 
the community healthy. The epidemiologist at 
CHD is involved with the Community Health 
Improvement Plan and will play a vital role in 
CHD’s upcoming Community Health Assess-

ment  

The overall goal of the Community Health 

Assessment is to improve the quality of public 

and private health services. This assessment 

will  provide insight  as to the types of diseas-

es and behavioral risk factors affecting those 

within our community, assess broad commu-

nity health issues, and monitor the impact of 

community health action plans and trends in 

behavioral risk modifications. It will also pro-

vide a vehicle to discuss ways to improve 

community health. The Community Health 

Improvement Plan is an action-oriented plan 

that outlined the priority community health 

issues based on the community health as-

sessment findings and on community mem-

ber and local public health system partner 

input. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS   
The Emergency Preparedness program is 
funded by a Public Health Emergency        
Preparedness Grant.  CHD is required to 
follow mandated guidelines and objectives in 

order to receive these funds.   
Emergency Preparedness is a program that 
is used to develop and exercise plans to  
prepare, respond, and recover from any   

natural or manmade disaster.   
The plans that are developed are shared with 
local response partners to make sure we 
collaborate effectively in a time of need.   
 

MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS. 
The Medical Reserve Corps. is a              
Volunteer Organization housed within the 
Champaign Health District.  It was started in 
Champaign County in 2005 and has grown 
up to around 80 volunteers.  These are Medi-
cal and Non Medical Volunteers within    
Champaign County that are trained to assist 
local partners when there has been an     
exhaustion of human resources within their 
agency. The hope and goal of the          
Champaign County Medical Reserve Corps is 
to grow in the number of Medical Volunteers 
and to expand and reach out to other        
Volunteer Organizations in Champaign Coun-
ty to collaborate with one another as we are 
finding that there are several Volunteers that 
we already share.   
 If this is of interest to you or someone you 
know please have them contact Jeanne Bow-
man at 937-484-1607 or  email Jbow-
man@champaignhd.com. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

NURSING and WIC OFFICE 
HOURS 

8:00am-4:00pm 
Monday through Friday  

 
1st and 3rd Thursday of    

Each Month 
11:00am-7:00pm for            

WIC and Immunization        
Appointments only. 

 
 



 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

 THE MISSION OF THE CHAMPAIGN HEALTH DISTRICT IS TO PREVENT ILLNESS AND TO 
PROTECT THE COMMUNITY BY PROMOTING HEALTHFUL LIVING PRACTICES AND ASSURING 

PUBLIC HEALTH NEEDS ARE MET BY A SKILLED AND PREPARED WORKFORCE. 
 
The Champaign Health District (CHD) is established to exercise the rights, privileges, and responsibilities       
conveyed to it by the constitution and laws of the State of Ohio. A five member Board of Health that appoints a 
Health Commissioner as its Executive Officer to direct the District. The District’s services include communicable 
disease investigations, immunization clinics, inspections, public health nursing services, and the issuance of 
health-related licenses and permits. The District also acts upon various complaints made by the public            
concerning the health and welfare of the county. The district serves approximately 40,097 residents in         
Champaign County. The CHD was formed in 1947 when the Champaign County Health Department and the  
Urbana City Health Department combined. 
 
The agency presently employs twenty staff in the following four divisions: 
Administration, Nursing/Personal Health, Emergency Preparedness, and Environmental Health. The agency is a 
known leader in the community in providing progressive direction to improve the quality of life for its citizens. The 
challenge for all Health Districts is to provide high quality preventive health services to the public while  staying 
within the restrictions imposed by limited, and in some cases shrinking funding. The current budget of the health 
district is slightly over one million dollars. Primary sources of funding for CHD include inside millage, grants, state 
and local support, licenses, permits, fees, and a 4/10 mil levy that increased the funding of the  district by       
approximately $264,000 in 2009 running through 2017. 
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