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Beloved in Christ,
Friends, “Stewardship Season” is fast approaching at MPC. November 6 is
Stewardship Sunday with a focused sermon on the same subject and an added
testimony by Elder Kay DeWeese. The push for stewardship culminates on
November 20, Pledge Sunday.
We are called to let the light of God shine through us by being good stewards and
servants. The dictionary defines “steward” as “one employed to manage domestic concerns for a
household or one appointed to supervise the provisioning and distribution of food and drink.”
The religious leaders of Israel were called to be stewards of the faith. They were called upon to
supervise the “Soul Food”, if you will, of the Israelites. However, they became more like the pompous,
arrogant butlers of Snob Hill, portrayed in the movies. You know the kind I’m talking about―the
servants who take on an air of importance because of who their employer is. They look down their
nose at everyone else. The Pharisees forgot their purpose. They forgot to make sure they were being
the leaders God called them to be. Instead they became obsessed with their role and how they
looked in public.
Stewardship isn’t about money. Stewardship is about an attitude. Stewardship isn’t even about how
we spend our money, it’s about how we spend our lives. Good stewards spend their lives loving God
with all of their heart, soul, mind and strength; and loving their neighbor as themselves. If you put God
first in all things and loving your neighbor, you won’t be so focused on self and selfish pursuits.
You see, true stewards become servants. Stewards who are faithful are servants because they know
what is expected of them. And they haven’t lost perspective on things. Servants realize that what they
have really isn’t theirs but is a gift from someone else, namely God, and they are simply holding it in
trust. Someone who understood that completely was a humble servant of God, a woman who died in
1999. Ninety-one-year-old Osceola McCarty will be remembered by the ongoing impact she
continues to make on the lives of students at the University of Southern Mississippi.
You see, Osceola McCarty was a washer woman. She washed other peoples’ clothes all of her life.
And every week, she put a little aside in a savings account. Her banker told her that was a wise thing
to do, so she did. After a while, she had quite a bit of money and her banker suggested she invest it.
In the summer of 1995 she did something unheard of, she donated $150,000, most of her life savings
to the University of Southern Mississippi to help students get an education and have a better life than
she did.
Her unselfish gift inspired others to give as well. And some six hundred people have added over
$330,000 to the original scholarship fund. And her gift is what inspired and prompted Ted Turner to
give his billion-dollar gift to the United Nations. Osceola McCarty was a servant all of her life. Yet she
became a leader and an inspiration through being a good steward of what God had given her. She
loved God and found that God took care of her quite well. But it was her servant attitude that helped
her to leave, not just a gift, but a legacy that will touch lives of students at Southern Miss’ for a long
time. It’s time we take a leap of faith as servants of God! Greg Laurie says in his recent devotional,
“It’s wrong to take what belongs to God and squander it―let’s take it, invest it and see what the Lord
will do! Give freely and cheerfully as Miss Osceola―leave a legacy!
Pastor Ron

The PresByte
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FAITH PROMISE YEAR-TO-DATE SUMMARY
as of
September 30, 2016
GENERAL OFFERING
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – September 30

BUDGET
(A)
$121,834

PLEDGED
(B)
$107,487

RECEIVED
(C)
$115,960

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $5,874

BUILDING FUND
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – September 30

BUDGET
(A)
$28,969

PLEDGED
(B)
$29,331

RECEIVED
(C)
$26,006

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $3,325

Summary: As of September 30, 2016 our financial records reflect while we’re ahead on what we’ve
received vs pledged for the General Offering, we are $5,874 under what was our projected need. For the
Building Fund we’re lagging by $3,325 ($370/month) from what was pledged. Next month Ed and I will
provide an update on our loan and the progress to date in paying down on the mortgage.

Building Fund Status as of September 2016
The amount pledged to the Building Fund for 2016 was $39,105. The amount set for budgeting purposes
was $38,625 and that equates to a monthly amount of $3,218.75 to cover a monthly mortgage payment
of $3,218.00. Beginning in 2016 MPC increased its monthly mortgage payment from $2,590.40 to
$3,218.00 to accelerate the loan balance pay-down and reduce the total interest cost over the life of the
loan.
For the nine months ending September 30, 2016, our Building Fund offering is lagging by about $3,000
or $333 on a monthly basis. Even with this shortfall we have continued making the increased payment
amount using our debt service reserve to make up the difference. Currently, we have enough in this
reserve to take care of a little over six months of principal and interest payments. We would like to keep
this reserve to at least six months, so if this shortfall continues we may have to reduce our mortgage
payment. We continue to monitor the situation.
Below is a recap of the payments to the loan principal balance since inception:
Date/Period
6/30/2013
6 mos. 2013
12/31/2013
Year 2014
12/31/2014
Year 2015
12/31/2015
9 mos. 2016
9 mos. 2016
9/30/2016

Activity
Beginning Balance
Monthly payments
Balance
Monthly payments
Balance
Monthly payments
Balance
Lump-sum payments
Monthly payments
Balance

Amount
$435,000
( 7,858)
427,142
( 15,099)
412,043
( 15,696)
396,347
( 12,000)
( 18,167)
$366,180
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
“Get in on the ACTION”
Would you like to be part of a ministry that makes a real difference
in others' lives when they need it most? Consider becoming a
Stephen Minister!
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who provide one-to-one caring ministry
to people experiencing grief, divorce, loneliness, job loss, hospitalization, and many other
life challenges.
Stephen Minister training equips you to do an excellent job as a Stephen Minister as well as
to improve the quality of all your relationships. Topics include —
• listening

• providing Christian care

• feelings

• maintaining boundaries

• confidentiality

• crisis theory and practice

• ministering to people
experiencing grief, divorce,
hospitalization, illness, and more

Once equipped, Stephen Ministers are prayerfully matched with people who are going
through a stressful time or life challenges. A Stephen Minister meets with this person once a
week for about an hour to listen, care, encourage, and pray. The Stephen Minister brings
Christ's presence into the person's life and also experiences Christ in the other person. It's
really a life-changing ministry for both the care receiver and the Stephen Minister.
We will be accepting applications through mid-January and encourage you to pray if this is
where God is leading you. We plan to begin training in February. Please call Diana Toillion
(778-3246) or Paul Kuehn (209-605-9758) for more information.

“GIVE ALOHA” RESULTS SUMMARY
Mahalo nui loa to those who contributed to this special program which provides matching funds
each year. This year’s results:
Donations:
$2,766.00
Matching Funds:
$ 566.44
Total:
$3,322.44
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON
Elder John Toillion, MPC Treasurer
As you will read in Pastor Ron’s letter in this PresByte, November is the time of year we provide increased
focus on stewardship. As your Treasurer I continue to be humbled by how you, the congregation – both
current attendees as well as former members – continue to contribute your time, energy, and finances
throughout the year. Stewardship is an all year around program.
This year much has been accomplished not only in completing long outstanding repairs (e.g., replacement of
the playground drainage system, opening of the new education and preschool wing; installation of the large
lanai fan, and A/C in the new wing and now in the front office, MPP Director’s office, and conference room.
And “yes” there are several more projects in the works which is why we ask everyone to prayerfully consider
how you can help – both financially as well as giving of your time. We’ve often heard “time is money” which is
very true here at MPC where we have a small number of volunteers who provide services that we would
normally contract out.
Sunday, November 20 is “Pledge Sunday” which is when we will receive each families “Faith Promise” for the
coming year at the end of Worship Service. You will be receiving your individual pledge cards the week of
November 14. Pledging is really important as it helps us MPC leaders build next year’s budget.
Blessings to each of you!

PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:
YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR

November 2016
11/13 YOUTH GROUP @ 12:00PM
❖ Join in the lunch on lanai & Erica will call you.
❖ Bring Bible & tithe for Nelly.
❖ Friends are always welcome!

Thanksgiving Potluck on Nov 20, 2016
Our annual Thanksgiving Potluck Sunday will be on November 20 at 11:45 a.m. We are
looking for 2 families to provide turkeys, roasted and carved, and for one family to
provide the ham. Sign-ups will begin November 6 during fellowship. Folks are
asked to sign up to bring their favorite Thanksgiving dish. (We hope to
have a nice variety.)
if you'd like to sign up but can’t make it to fellowship, you can do
so by emailing Congregation Life Elder Margie Esteron at:
margieesteron@gmail.com
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ADVENT STUDY

Begins Nov 27 10:30 a.m.

Facilitated by Pastor Ron
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for
the Messiah ponders each title and how the people understood it then, how
Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as
representative of that title.
Christians have claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah
foretold in the Old Testament. In this study, best-selling author Walter
Brueggemann tackles the questions:
What were these expectations?

And Did Jesus fulfill them?

Materials provided by the Christian Education Team
***AT HOME ADVENT STUDY***
This year the CE team chose a booklet by the famous Henri Nouwen which will complement the Advent
study Pastor is leading. Henri’s booklet is: Unto us a CHILD is BORN. Booklets will be available on
lanai (1 per household) mid-November. You can also find teen & children’s materials as well.

Join us for the Annual Mililani

WHEN:

Saturday, Dec 3 at 8:30 a.m.

WHERE:

Mililani High School Stadium
(our placement # will be announced later)

WHY:

Because it’s fun! And it’s a chance to represent MPC/ MPP!

WHO:

All friends of MPC & MPP!

Wear your shiny bells, Santa hats & twinkly
lights. We will have fun! Trikes, wagons &
strollers are all ok (& you can decorate too!).
We start at High School Stadium & finish at
the Town Center.
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Mililani Presbyterian Church
Pastor Ronald K. Lee
Officers of MPC
Session
John Martin

Clerk of Session

ELDERS
Kay DeWeese
Dion Houston
Song Lee
Margie Esteron
John Toillion
Young Kim
Russell Malone
Phil Demske
Daniel Kim
Ryan Hardin

MINISTRY TEAM
Christian Education
Christian Education
Congregational Life
Congregational Life
Outreach
Outreach
Finance & Facilities
Worship
Worship
Worship

Board of Deacons
Kathryn Tingley
Rick Esteron
(Vacant)

Moderator
Parish Coordinator
Assistant Moderator

DISTRICTS
Stephanie Ching
Jessica Hayashi
LuAnn Kuehn
Donna Hatzenbuhler
Tish Ashcraft
Bill Jones

Red
Orange
Green
Yellow
Pink
Blue

You are cordially invited to attend our Annual Christmas Dinner
Leilehua Golf Club House
December 4, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
Menu
Roast Beef w/ Mushroom Gravy
Sauteed Mahi Mahi w/ Fire Roasted Red Pepper Pesto
Roasted Herb Chicken w/Brown Gravy
Garlic Butter Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable Du Jour
Mixed Green Salad/ Macaroni Salad
Butter Rolls
Assorted Desserts
The cost is $25 per person (scholarships are available upon request)
Bring a $15 (max value) wrapped exchange gift (marked man, women, or unisex).
There will be games, prizes & music!
Childcare upon request at the church for a nominal fee.
Sign-up on the lanai after church: Nov 6, 13, 20, and 27.
or contact:
Song Lee @ 348-2222; Margie Esteron @ 623-9194
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15
21

Dion & Mari Houston
Steve & Eunju Wingrove

24

John & Diana Toillion

5

Kyuhea Grace Jung

15

Alice Smith

8

Sukza Yoo

19

Eugenia Woodward

9

Jackie Hites

20

Suk Ran Cho

11

Ron Dickson

20

Linda Tam

12

Diana Toillion

26

Connor Hall

13

John Martin

27

John Toillion

14

Gene Rittenhouse

28

Lucas Wingrove

14

Lani Malone

30

Patti Jenks

It’s a Baby Shower!
WHO:

For Jessica Hayashi

WHEN: Sunday, November 6 at 3 p.m.
WHERE: Trang Malone’s Home
95-203 Kelakela Place
Mililani Mauka
WHY:
‘Cuz we are having a baby!!!
RSVP: by November 1st to: Trang @ 202-4094
If you would like to contribute to a congregational gift you can call: Margie Esteron @ 623-9194.
Jessica is registered at Babies”R”Us.

