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Meet at the MHS Stadium. Our spot # is 28. Line up at 8:30 a.m.
MPC T-shirt if you have and/or Christmas hats, bells, twinkly lights
Dogs on leashes, trikes, bikes, wagons, strollers & Kids, of course!
(All dressed up and decorated too!)
To share MPC/MPP’s love for Christ & Community

Children & Youth Live Nativity
December 11 at 9:00 a.m.
During the Worship Hour
All children & youth are invited to participate.
Be at church on December 4 for practice
during Children’s Church & Sunday school.
On performance day, have the kids at church
by 8:45 a.m. at the latest to be dressed for
their parts.
This is a great opportunity to invite family,
friends, and neighbors.
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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:
Holiday Parade
December 3

Christmas Caroling
December 11 at 6:30

Meet at MPC where we will start
caroling around the neighborhood and
end up back at the church to enjoy
some refreshment. Be sure to bring
your favorite Christmas cookies or
goodies to share.
All of the elves will be hungry!

Live Nativity
December 11
Christmas Caroling
December 11
Happy Birthday,
Jesus!
December 18
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Beloved in Christ,
As we approach the first Sunday of Advent, today’s scripture from Matthew 24 is troubling
—it reads as a warning maybe even taken as a threat for those not prepared for Jesus’s
second coming.
The problem is as we begin the first Sunday of Advent, we tend to be focused as the world
is, on the birth of Jesus. Our focus is centered on the first coming of Jesus with all the
trappings and festive atmosphere associated with the Christmas holiday season.
We can get caught up, just as the world is, in Santa Claus and the buying of gifts and soaking in all the
Christmas cheer—this is reflected in decorating Christmas trees with lights, sharing and eating turkey dinners
with egg nog and pumpkin pie, and singing of all the wonderful Christmas songs we associate with the times.
But Jesus’ arrival is compared to the days of Noah’s flood. Scripture gives us typical images that we are all
familiar with. People were living their normal lives, “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.” But
the people in Noah’s day were not aware of the impending danger. So, in the midst of their daily lives and
totally disregarding what Noah was doing and building, the flood came and swept them away. The fellowship of
normal community was swept away by the violence of the flood and all life ceased to be!
Jesus even says in Matthew that this coming destruction cannot be anticipated—and that even He as the Son
of God does not know when this impending calamity will strike. So, His advice to us to “keep awake and be
ready.” In fact, we must always be ready for Christ’s unexpected return, day or night—to be prepared for life or
death.
To be prepared for Jesus’ second coming does not mean we must keep awake physically twenty-four hours a
day—to be ready and prepared for life or death means to be spiritually engaged in a solid relationship with God
through our faith in God’s son Jesus Christ.
So, whether we are awake or asleep, we are with the Lord. Whether we are eating or drinking, we are under
the Lord’s protection. Whether we are working or playing, we are ready for whatever comes next. The roof may
cave in, the sky might fall, the world may be obliterated in a nuclear blast, the Lord might come or we might
die. It won’t matter, because we are prepared for life or death.
Events of recent years should remind us of not being prepared. Nine-Eleven was a wakeup call and terrorists
intent on our destruction can attack us from any direction at any time. We must relearn again that eternal
diligence is the price of liberty and freedom in Christ Jesus.
The good servants of God are prepared for Christ’s return by being securely in relationship with God through
faith in His Son, but also living each day by loving and being kind to each other—even loving our enemies.
This is the gospel writer’s message in Matthew with Jesus delivering the Sermon on the Mount.
Friends, we do not know when that terrible moment preceding Jesus’ return will come—we don’t know what
terrible disaster will strike as evidenced by the truth and reality that there is no safety in human kind or human
history. Let us be prepared for Jesus’ second coming—ready for life or death! Amen!
Pastor Ron

The PresByte
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FAITH PROMISE YEAR-TO-DATE SUMMARY
as of
October 31, 2016
GENERAL OFFERING
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – October 31

BUDGET
(A)
$147,290

PLEDGED
(B)
$119,430

RECEIVED
(C)
$138,514

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $8,776

BUILDING FUND
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – October 31

BUDGET
(A)
$32,338

PLEDGED
(B)
$32,590

RECEIVED
(C)
$29,416

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $2,922

Summary: As of October 31, 2016 our financial records reflect while we’re ahead on what we’ve received
vs pledged for the General Offering, we are $8,776 under what our Operating Expenses were projected to
be. Likewise, our Building Fund reflects a $2,922 under what we projected we needed in 2016 to meet our
“pay down on our mortgage”. Prayerfully November’s and December’s totals will see us meeting our 2016
projections. Feel free to contact Treasurer John Toillion, if you have any questions concerning our MPC
Budget.

2017 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Elder John Toillion, MPC Treasurer
Sunday, November 20 was “Pledge Sunday” and we received 25 pledges for 2017. We are half way to
reaching our 2016 pledges which totaled 51. As noted previously pledging is really important as it helps us
MPC leaders build next year’s budget projections. For those of you who were not present or were unable to
make your pledges on November 20, simply put your pledges in the offering plates. Ensure, however, you
separate Sections 1 and 2 and then retain Section 3 for your records. There are extra Pledge Cards on the
Usher Stands at the back of the Worship Center. I will provide an update of where we stand at our Annual
Congregational meeting scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2017.

ADVENT STUDY
Began on November 27, but it isn’t too late to join in!
Conference Room at 10:30 a.m.
Facilitated by Pastor Ron
Materials provided.
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Christmas Joy Offering - - Continue the Tradition
For more than 80 years, Presbyterians have given generously at Christmas to lift up those who have
devoted their lives to the mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Christmas Joy Offering
(CJO) is shared equally by the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and offers nine distinct
programs in one of three categories: Retired church workers with financial and housing needs;
Church workers with urgent financial needs; and, Pastors with vocational leadership needs.
Contributions also go to help Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and colleges which enable
students to develop their gifts and find their calling. Every congregation’s gifts to the Offering are
critical to the future of these programs, especially now.
We here at MPC have traditionally donated to the CJO during Advent. On
two Sundays, December 11 and 18, our Sunday bulletin will include a
special CJO insert and envelope which you can use for this year’s
donation. For those of you who have offering envelopes, you have
the option of including your CJO donation with your weekly offering
by entering “CJO” and the amount on the blank line underneath
“Designated Gift (Specify)” located at the bottom of your envelope.

You are cordially invited to attend our Annual Christmas Dinner
Leilehua Golf Club House
December 4, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
Menu
Roast Beef w/ Mushroom Gravy
Sauteed Mahi Mahi w/ Fire Roasted Red Pepper
Pesto
Roasted Herb Chicken w/Brown Gravy
Garlic Butter Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable Du Jour
Mixed Green Salad/ Macaroni Salad
Butter Rolls
Assorted Desserts
The cost is $25 per person (scholarships are available upon request)
Bring a $15 (max value) wrapped exchange gift (marked man, women, or unisex).
There will be games, prizes & music!
Childcare upon request at the church for a nominal fee.
Sign-up on the lanai after church or contact:
Song Lee @ 348-2222; Margie Esteron @ 623-9194

The PresByte
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PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:
YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR

December 2016
12/11 YOUTH GROUP @ 12:00PM
❖ Join in the lunch on lanai & Erica will call you.
❖ Bring Bible & tithe for Nelly.

MPC YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROJECT 2016
Our youth decided to do something different this year. They are gifting a family a Water Buffalo
through the Heifer World Ark Project.
A farmer can plant four-times more rice with
a water buffalo than by hand, meaning a
richer harvest. Not only are they a sturdy
work animal but they can provide rich milk to
make cheese and other dairy items which
give nourishment to hungry children.
The carabao, a type of water buffalo, is the
national animal of the Philippines. A water
buffalo is considered a farmer’s most
valuable possession.
The youth have raised money through your
donations of cans and plastic bottles as well
as car washes and bake sales. Thank you
for supporting our youth. And what good
stewardship of their money. Way to go Youth!!!

A Party for Jesus!
December 18 at 10:30 a.m.
(During the Sunday school hour)
In lieu of class, we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday
with cake, goodie bags, games, crafts, music
and more. Be sure your children come to church
that day. You don’t want to miss it!
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MPP “Naia Class” Learned About Pilgrims

They had turkey, corn, fresh vegetables and fruit and learned that the pilgrims ate with shells
because they had no silverware! Teacher Jen Mulbach and Aide Noe Kaina really went all out
making little Indian characters to eat with the pilgrims. A fun approach to learning about the first
Thanksgiving.

Two New Books for our MPC Library
Tender, heartbreaking and eye-opening, Glimpses of Heaven gives
you an intimate look at the final thought, words and visions of
terminally ill and dying people. Through the eyes of former hospice
nurse Trudy Harris, you’ll experience more than forty true stories that
paint a reassuring picture of life’s end.

The last words and experiences of people at the edge of heaven are
important lessons and demonstrate how the amazing insights fit with
what the Bible tells us to expect as we journey home. Here are inspiring
stories full of reassurance and promise from those on the threshold of
eternity, giving a lasting gift of assurance, hope and peace.
It’s on the honor rule; sign book out and return when done.

The PresByte
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Mililani Presbyterian Church
Pastor Ronald K. Lee
Officers of MPC
Session
John Martin

Clerk of Session

ELDERS
Kay DeWeese
Dion Houston
Song Lee
Margie Esteron
John Toillion
Young Kim
Russell Malone
Phil Demske
Daniel Kim
Ryan Hardin

MINISTRY TEAM
Christian Education
Christian Education
Congregational Life
Congregational Life
Outreach
Outreach
Finance & Facilities
Worship
Worship
Worship

Board of Deacons
Kathryn Tingley
Rick Esteron
(Vacant)

Moderator
Parish Coordinator
Assistant Moderator

DISTRICTS
Stephanie Ching
Jessica Hayashi
LuAnn Kuehn
Donna Hatzenbuhler
Tish Ashcraft
Bill Jones

Red
Orange
Green
Yellow
Pink
Blue

New Church Directories are Here
The new church directories will be available
for pick up on Sunday during fellowship time.
The directories will be labeled and arranged
in alphabetical order by last name.
Please double check and be sure to take the
directory labeled with your name.
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17
26

2
3
4
4
8
8
8

Wally & Laura Park
Tom & Dale Koenig

Griffin Hall
Holly Hall
Charlotte Gordon
Daniel Kim
Joe Chang
Dorothy Dale
David Horton

Mary Jane Tiedemann
94-1116 Huakai St.
Waipahu, HI 96797
Red district
808-847-5120

Welcome baby Jacob “JT” Hayashi!
Born to Jessica & Herry Hayashi
and sisters Alex & Sichie
Born: November 8, 2016
at 4:43 pm.
19” long & 7 lbs. 5.6 oz.
He is our new Deacon in training.

10
10
13
15
18
24
28

Hiromi Burt
Dave Lucas
Sichie Hayashi
Bonnie Jackson
Pastor Ron Lee
Joy Kim
Laura Davidson

Carmen Vega & Rachel Wiente
95-1039 Kopalani St.
Mililani, HI 96789
Pink District
R: 785-375-7939
C: 915-740-4925

