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ISSUE:

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
JANUARY 8 thru FEBRUARY 26, 2017
Facilitator - John Toillion

WANTED: (At Least) 10 BRAVE CHRISTIANS
Who are willing to be a part of a two month experiment of putting God first by doing the
following:
- sitting quietly in prayer and meditation for 30 minutes
each morning.
- meeting once a week (Sundays) with other participants
to pray together and share this experience along the
way.
- giving God 1/10 of your earnings during this period.
- giving two hours of your time each week to our church.
- witnessing for God this experience to others.
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Q: Why do this?
A: In Matthew 6:33 Jesus calls us to “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all other things
will be added unto you.”
Q: Isn’t doing these things a bit legalistic?
A: Not really -- as long as we understand that these spiritual
disciplines are designed to draw us closer to God.
Q: What if I’m already doing one or more of these disciplines?
A: That’s great, but you’re asked to seek God’s wisdom in these areas anyway as you
may experience something new and refreshing.
Q: What can I expect by the end of the month?
A: Spiritual growth gained from drawing closer to God – something you may have never
experienced before or in a long time.
Q: Who can participate?
A: Any adult. (Note: There is a youth version that may be offered later.)
Q: What do I need to do?
A: Contact John Toillion (778-3054) and attend an Informational/Commitment Meeting
Sunday, January 8 from 10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:
Ten Brave
Christians Begins
January 8
River of Life Mission
January 25
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Beloved in Christ, we are fast approaching the end of another year—2016! It seems like
we were just celebrating at the beginning of December the Mililani Christmas parade
followed by our annual Christmas party. Then we launched into the children’s pageant,
the Christmas Cantata, Christmas Eve with all our sister congregations and then a united
MPC Christmas day service—we have already breezed through this month’s calendar.
This Saturday at midnight will bring 2016 to a close and usher in 2017 right around the corner. It’s at this time
we are already thinking about those New Year’s resolutions and reflecting back over 2016—what went well
and what didn’t. I have just started reading Pastor David Jeremiah’s book “A Bend in the Road”—
Experiencing God When Your World Caves In, written in 2000. In the book, Pastor Jeremiah shares how his
life took that “bend in the road” with his diagnosis of lymphoma cancer of the spleen on September 26, 1994.
With deep perception and sensitivity, Pastor Jeremiah opens the biblical pharmacy to dispense God’s healing
insight and power for all those who put their complete and trust in God! In chapter 5 he mentions the Biblical
wisdom and comforting power of Psalm 138, a Psalm of David.
Pastor Jeremiah writes, “Life comes crashing down for everyone of us—no matter what the circumstance,
you’re never prepared.” That’s the essence of pain and loss—the tragic loss of loved ones, failure in a
marriage, the diagnosis of a life-threatening disease or illness—life’s tragedies dispense a unique opportunity
to experience maybe for the first time, the grace, love, and mercy of Christ through the deepest level of trust
and faith.
In Psalm 138 Pastor David tells us we find King David, “a man after God’s own heart” who traveled that long
journey down the bend in the road to spiritual wisdom and comfort in his relationship with God—for David
came to see that in times of trouble, the most clearly marked path to God was not the way of struggle and
desperation. Instead, the path in times of trouble is to “worship.”
In his opening line of the Psalm, David begins by saying “I will praise You”—You, the personal pronoun
meaning the Lord, is used ten times in the first stanza. The word he uses for praise could be better
expressed as “I will give thanks to You.” Praise and thanksgiving are closely related. For David, in times of
trouble, he launches into “praise” or giving thanks to God.
When difficulties burden us, we struggle to remember our reasons for gratitude to God. This won’t happen if
we retreat or imprison our thinking with self-pity and the preoccupation with a loss and bad news. In the spirit
of thanksgiving, David finds and should remind us the starting line that makes all the difference as Scripture
tells us also in Psalm 95:2 is “to come before His presence with thanksgiving.”
Psalm 100:4 offers us the same strategy. We are to enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with
praise. Gratitude is a doorway that admits us into the courts of godliness. Too much inward focus on our
misery traps us in a private dungeon—we lock ourselves away from those hallways leading to God’s healing
and wisdom we need. Let’s focus on Gratitude in 2017 and learn how God can bless and heal us when those
bends in the road come!
Pastor Ron
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FAITH PROMISE YEAR-TO-DATE SUMMARY
as of
November 30, 2016
GENERAL OFFERING
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – November 30

BUDGET
(A)
$146,563

PLEDGED
(B)
$131,373

RECEIVED
(C)
$141,388

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $5,175

BUILDING FUND
(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – November 30

BUDGET
(A)
$35,482

PLEDGED
(B)
$35,849

RECEIVED
(C)
$32,861

DIFFERENCE
(A-C)
(-) $2,621

Summary: As of November 30, 2016 our financial records reflect while we’re ahead on what we’ve received
vs pledged for the General Offering, we are $5,175 under our projected need. For the Building Fund the
received vs pledged is under by $2,988 and $2,621 under our projected need.

PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:
YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR

January 2017
1/8

YOUTH GROUP @ 12:00PM
❖ Join in the lunch on lanai & Erica will call you.
❖ Bring Bible & tithe for Nelly.

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT
EVENING OF SERVICE
AT
RIVER OF LIFE MISSION!
WHEN:

Wednesday, January 25, 2017
Meet at MPC at 5:15 p.m. to carpool or meet us at ROLM by 6:15 p.m.

WHERE:

101 N. Pauahi St., Honolulu

NEEDED:

Food donations, cooks, and most importantly, volunteers to come down to the
Mission to worship with and serve our guests.

SIGN UPS:

Sign ups on the lanai during Fellowship starting Sunday, January 8, 2017

For more information, contact Elder Young Kim (861-3925) or Elder John Toillion (778-3054)
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Special Events at MPC in December
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
December 11, 2016
This year we had about 15 folks join in on the
annual trek around the neighborhood. Everyone
was decked out in their Christmas finery with bells,
twinkly lights and Santa hats. Some of our MPC
neighbors even came out and joined in! Thank you
to Elder Daniel Kim for spearheading this event
and providing us with the music to sing to!
Afterwards we gathered back at the ranch, (I mean
church), for hot cocoa and way, way too many
treats!!! Fun was had by all!!!

LIVE NATIVITY
December 11, 2016
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JESUS BIRTHDAY PARTY
December 18, 2016
The MPC keiki and youth had a grand time celebrating the birthday
of Jesus with balloons, goodie bags, cake and more! Instead of
Sunday school we played several games like “Put Baby Jesus in the
Manger” (a takeoff on the donkey idea). Maille Malone, 9 years-old,
took the grand prize on that one. We also had a Magi Treasure relay
where the kids split into teams and had to race with their treasure
(ping-pong balls in a cup of water) without dropping it around a pole
(who was played by Ms. Trang and Ms. Jenny). The teams
were the Mary team vs. Joseph team with Joseph winning!
The other game was a Nativity Trek where the kids walked
around a circle to Christmas music and when it stopped
whoever was standing on the character picked was the
winner! Even the littlest ones got into it.
We have quite a few inspiring, future singers
in our church. The keiki enjoyed the
karaoke set-up that Rick Takahata provided.
Singing carols a capella, Maille & Jayda
Malone, Sichie Hayashi, Anneka & Christian Demske. They were good!
We also made Jesus ornaments. So there was plenty to do and lots of fun!

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
December 18, 2016

Please visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/presbyte/ for additional photos and videos from our
special events here at MPC, as well as an archive of previous PresByte Newsletters.
Also, don’t forget to visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/videos/ for videos of Sunday services
and links to Pastor Ron’s sermons.
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Are you being called to Stephen Ministry? Do you use 2 1/2 hours a week for any of these activities - TV, computer time,
shopping, watching or participating in sporting events? While we all need time to refresh ourselves "We are Called to Care".
Stephen Ministry meetings involve 2 1/2 hours a week to complete the 50 hours of training. After the initial 50 hours of training,
we meet twice a month, and then 1 hour a week to meet with your care-receiver (the hurting person).
For all of us, LISTENING is such a necessity and through Stephen Ministry we develop this skill, which carries over into
every relationship you're in — family or friends. So many Stephen Ministers have commented how much it helped
communication with their children (of all ages), spouses and aging parents. When you are trained you realize how many
situations can benefit from a person who really knows how to listen. You are trained in distinctively Christian caring that
brings God into your caring relationship. You will grow spiritually during the training and also see how you have been that
hand of Jesus that reaches out to your care-receiver.
During the training you will develop a close camaraderie with other folks in the group. We are also there for one another. It's
like the best small group you could ever be in! We in Stephen Ministry have had our challenging times as well which enables
us to relate to hurting people. All our conversations within the group are confidential and our care-receivers are not mentioned
by name.
We will be accepting applications through mid-January and encourage you to pray if this is where God is leading
you. We plan to begin training in February. Please call Diana Toillion (778-3246) or Paul Kuehn (209-605-9758) on
the lanai today for more information.
A new command I give you: Love one another, as I have loved you,
so you must love one another.
John 13:34
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Grace Kim
Dan Ashcraft
Jayda Malone
Koa Ah Sam
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Rich Gordon
Michael Chang
Bill Martin
Peter Emerson
Dion Houston, Sr.
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Dick Hastings
Pierce Wingrove
William Wingrove
Dion Houston, Jr.
Chaz Jones
Jessica Hayashi
Young Kim
Nita Johnson
Herry Hayashi, Jr.
Sydney Jones
Charlene Storch
Kathleen Curry
Phoenix Belen
Cecile Brink
Helen Kim

A Sunday School teacher decided to have his second grade class
learn Psalm 23, one of the most quoted texts from the Holy Bible.
He gave the kids a month to memorize the whole chapter. One of
the girls was really excited about it, but she simply couldn't
memorize the Psalm. Although she practiced hard, she could hardly
get past the first few lines.
So the day came for the children to recite Psalm 23 before the
school board and that little girl was nervous.
When her turn came, she stepped up to the microphone and proudly
said, "The Lord is my Shepherd and that's all I need to know!"

******************
One Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about. The
daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt." Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed.
Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday
school lesson was about. He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming.”

