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December 2, 2017
Join us at 8:30 a.m. by the Mililani
High School Football stadium.
Our place is #28.
Wear your bells, twinkly lights and Santa hats.
Decorate your strollers, wagons or bikes. And if
you have a dog to walk, be sure they are
decorated too! Let’s share MPC/MPP’s love for
Christ and Community!

Christmas Pageant ~ December 10 at 9 a.m.
Presented by the Youth and Children of MPC
Don't miss our Christmas Pageant
Worship Service on December 10th!
All of our children and youth have
been practicing hard in preparation.
We'll have a live Nativity
presentation with costumes and
Christmas hymns to celebrate the
birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Caroling Around MPC Neighborhood
December 10th at 6:30 p.m.
Meet at MPC where we will start. Our faithful
Elder Daniel Kim will be leading us in favorite,
familiar carols. Remember to wear your hats,
bells and funny Christmas sweaters. We will
end up back at the church to enjoy some
refreshments. Be sure to bring your favorite
Christmas cookie or goody to share. All the
elves will be hungry!
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Beloved in Christ, we are fast
approaching the Advent Season.
The first Sunday of Advent is
December 3rd. This year’s
study is entitled “Christmas Gifts
That Won’t Break” by James
Moore. The author James Moore
is best seller of more than 40 books
as well as acclaimed pastor in the
Methodist church with over 50 years of active
ministry experience.
Moore makes the point that God’s gifts are
unbreakable and eternal. In the first four chapters of
the book he focuses on God’s gifts that are
represented by the four candles in the Advent
wreath. In the fifth week Moore writes about God’s
special gift of Jesus Christ, symbolized by the white
or “Christ’s candle.”
In session one for Advent on December 3rd, we will
take a look at the first candle to be lit as the “Gift of
Hope.” In that class, I will show a video to highlight
and set the stage for the focus of the gift of hope.
Jacob Armstrong appears on the video itself as the
face and voice to speak and highlight the main
points for every week of Advent. Jacob is the
founding pastor of Providence Church in Mt. Juliet,
Tennessee as well as an author in his own right.
Key Scripture passages for class one are Matthew
6:19-21 and Matthew 1:18-21. The opening
question to begin the class is “How does the name
of Jesus bring us hope?” Questions to ponder in
relation to the name of Jesus are “How did you
receive your name?” “What does your name
mean?” “How do you feel about your name?” “Why
are names important?”
We will go through the list of names for Jesus
mentioned in scripture. Names like
“Emmanuel” (God is with us) from Matthew 1:23 and
Isaiah 7:14. Christ (the anointed one in Greek),
Messiah, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace,
Redeemer, Hope of the world, Lord, Mighty God,
Eternal Father.
Other discussion questions include, “What hope do
you gain from the idea that Jesus has broken down
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walls and barriers that separate us from God?”
“What does it mean that the temple veil has been
torn, and nothing holds us back from God?” Jacob
mentions in the video that Mary and Joseph were
both amazing and normal—What feelings do you
think Joseph experienced as he encountered the
angel and his message? Finally, “How are we
included in the Christmas story?” “How are you and
I part of the gift of hope?” “Where do we need hope
and where do we find hope this Advent?”
Moore shares in his intro the following thought: “Any
one of us whose life and happiness depends on
material things will surely be disappointed, because
material things do not last. They go out of style.
They wear out. They break.”
Other discussion questions from the class include:
“What dividing walls did Jesus break down in his
day?” “What dividing walls need to be broken and
torn down today?” “How are we able to join Jesus
Christ in the work of breaking down walls that divide
us from one another and God?” “How does Jesus
bring hope to our world?” “How does Jesus bring
hope to our local community?” “How does Jesus
bring hope to you personally?”
Focus questions for the week: “How can we be an
instrument of hope to others this week?” “What
opportunities do you already see to be a messenger
of good news and hope to others?’’ I “hope” to see
you in this year’s Advent classes and would like to
end with a prayer of hope.
“God of hope, as we journey through this holy
season of Advent, may we open our hearts to
receive your amazing gift of hope—hope that will
not break, hope that will not disappoint us. Open our
eyes that we may see others who need to receive
your gift of hope and be with us as we share the
hope we have in Jesus Christ with others.”
Friends, may God give us the gift of hope in Christ
Jesus not only this Advent Season, but also today
and for the rest of our lives!
God’s blessings on all of us at MPC.
Pastor Ron.

The PresByte
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL GIVING SUMMARY - October 31, 2017
GENERAL OFFERING
(Envelopes + Loose)

BUDGET
(A)

RECEIVED
(B)

DIFFERENCE
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – October 31

$143.968

$130,004

(-10%) $13,964

BUILDING FUND

BUDGET
(A)

RECEIVED
(B)

DIFFERENCE
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date)
January 1 – October 31

$34,026

$35,790

(+5%) $1,764

Pledge Card Update: PTL as we received 37 pledges (aka "Faith Promises) towards
our goal of 50. We encourage everyone to make a pledge for 2018. There are extra
pledge cards on the Usher Stands located at the back of the church or you can pick one
up in the church office. You can put your pledge cards in the offering plate or give them
directly to Treasurer John Toillion. 2018 Offering Envelopes are here and can be
picked up during Sunday Fellowship or the front office. If you are new to MPC or can't
find yours, see Charlene Storch or John. Please note that the very first envelope is
stamped "PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT." This is a one-time request for each
member to contribute $40 per member to help cover the operating costs of our
Presbytery of the Pacific. Operating costs includes the cost of travel to Presbytery
meetings by Pastor Ron and 1-2 Elders.
Treasurer Search Update: We continue to seek a replacement for John Toillion.
Continue to pray that someone will step forward.

"Out of Chaos: Hope"
John Toillion
I just received word that Presbytery of the Pacific will again send
teams to Louisiana to help rebuild houses affected by previous and
recent floods. As noted here, the date for the 2018 mission trip is April
28 - May 5. This will be my third mission trip and each one has been
rewarding just meeting the homeowners who cannot begin to thank
each team for volunteering to come help rebuild their homes. My
personal goal is to recruit at least 3-5 others of you to go with me. Let
me know soonest so we can begin planning.
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PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:
YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR

December 2017
12/2

CHRISTMAS PARADE at 8:30 AM
--Meet at the MHS Football Stadium
--Placement number is #28
--Bring permission form if not with parents
--Wear fun Christmas hats & bells & MPC T-shirt

12/10

YOUTH GROUP at NOON at MPC
--Join in the potluck for lunch
--Erica will call you when time for mtg.
--Planning our Christmas Party!

12/10

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AROUND MPC
--Meet at MPC at 6:30 pm
--Wear twinkly lights, bells & Santa Hats
--If not with parent, bring permission form
--Refreshments afterwards!

12/22

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY! at 6:30 p.m.
--Finishes on 12/23 at 9:30 p.m.
--Watch bulletin/text/email for more info

Our youth had a very successful Yard Sale Fundraiser on Nov. 18th. They met their goal
by raising a little over $500 to help support Nelly, their Compassion Child in Kenya. Thank
you to all who donated, helped out, or purchased items. The
items left over were donated to Cerebral Palsy. They are
planning to do this again in the spring to help with more mission
work. Watch for updates in the bulletin and future PresBytes.

The PresByte
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!
Sunday, December 24th at 10:30am
All keiki are invited to our Birthday Party for Jesus! This will be held on
the lanai during our Sunday School hour. We welcome all children and
their families to participate with cake, balloons, crafts, games and
goodie bags as we celebrate Jesus’ birth!

Have you seen our new
Christmas Banner out front?
Please invite family, friends,
neighbors, colleagues to these
special events.

MPC Holiday Celebrations
December 2

Mililani Christmas Parade
8:30 a.m
Meet at the MHS football field. Our spot is #28. Bikes, strollers, and dogs welcome!

December 2

Hanging of the Greens (HOG)
6:30 p.m.
Help us decorate the Sanctuary to carols/music. Join us for goodies afterwards.

December 10 Children’s Live Christmas Pageant
9:00 a.m.
Bring your family, friends and neighbors for a chance to see the Christmas story.
December 10 Christmas Caroling Around MPC
6:30 p.m.
Wear your Santa hats, bells, blinky lights, & bring your friends. We will finish with a
gathering for punch and goodies on the lanai. Sign-up on lanai to bring your
favorite cookie or goodie to share.
December 17 Christmas Cantata During Worship
9:00 a.m.
Come listen to our own MPC Choir under the direction of Eunice Chang. Bring your
friends.
December 24 Jesus’ Birthday Party for Keiki
10:30 a.m.
For ages 2 through high school ~ Games, crafts, goodie bags
December 24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:00 p.m.
Come celebrate the birth of our Lord andSavior, Jesus Christ! Enjoy the candlelight
and fellowship. Our sister congregations will join us.
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THANK YOU!
To all who participated in the MPP CPK
fundraiser!
We raised $1319.61!!
Add this to the grants we received this
year and we will be purchasing the
playground for our preschool (pictured
here). We couldn’t do it without you!
Mahalo Nui from all the keiki at MPP.

PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS
SENDS THEIR THANKS TO MPC
In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey and Jose, we (MPC) sent special donations to our Presbyterian
Disaster Relief Fund. Below is a note of thanks from the Mission Advisor, Renè Myers:
Thank you for your support of Presbyterian Mission! Your generous and faithful giving allows
all of us who work together in God’s mission to bring the gospel of Christ to all corners of the
world. It provides the funds to help bear the burdens of those in times of crisis, those in
poverty, those who are in need. Thank you for partnering with us in that call.
The money we received from your congregation went to our Disaster Relief—US Hurricane
Response-Harvey.
Again, thank you for giving to enable all people to know God’s life-giving welcome in Jesus
Christ. You are a valued partner in Mission.
Together in Christ’s Mission.
Renè Myers—Mission Engagement Advisor

The PresByte
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“Dance the Night Away”
November 4, 2017

Please visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/presbyte/ for additional photos and videos from our
special events here at MPC, as well as an archive of previous PresByte Newsletters.
Also, don’t forget to visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/videos/ for videos of Sunday services
and links to Pastor Ron’s sermons.
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Mililani Presbyterian Church
Pastor Ronald K. Lee
Officers of MPC
Session

Board of Deacons

John Martin

Clerk of Session

ELDERS
Wally Park
Dion Houston
Adam Davidson
Margie Esteron
Dave Keim
Young Kim
Russell Malone
Wally Park
Phil Demske
Daniel Kim

MINISTRY TEAM
Christian Education
Christian Education
Congregational Life
Congregational Life
Outreach
Outreach
Finance & Facilities
Finance & Facilities
Worship
Worship

Kathryn Tingley
Rick Esteron
(Vacant)
DISTRICTS
Stephanie Ching
Jessica Hayashi
Charlene Storch
Elliott Park
Tish Ashcraft
Mary Cordial
Esther A. Kim

Moderator
Parish Coordinator
Assistant Moderator

Red
Orange
Green
Yellow
Pink
Blue
Member-at-Large
(serving 2nd service)

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you
may email Trang Malone, our prayer coordinator, at
trang.malone@yahoo.com.

ADULT ADVENT CLASS ~ SUNDAY SCHOOL
DECEMBER 3 at 10:30 a.m.
The Christian Education Team will be offering an Adult Sunday School class on Advent
starting December 3rd, at 10:30. We will be reading Christmas Gifts That Won't Break
by James W. Moore. This book is about exploring the spirit of Christmas and reflecting
on the unbreakable gifts that God has given us: hope, love, joy, and peace. As well as
God’s greatest gift, who comes to us as a baby and leads us through all the days of
our lives; facilitated by Pastor Ron Lee. Come join us as we study this season of Advent together!

ADVENT TAKE HOME MATERIALS
Christian Education Team has been offering take home materials for Adults, Youth
and Children. Please feel free to take home. We will offer them through December
3rd. If you need more, please see our CED, Chris Chur.
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26
31

Wally & Laura Park
Tom & Dale
Rachel Abarro & Noel Daoang
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2
3
4
4
8
8

Griffin Hall
Holly Hall
Charlotte Gordon
Daniel Kim
Joe Chang
Dorothy Dale

10
10
13
15
18
24
28

Thanking all of our active military and retired service
members, veterans and defense contractors for their
service and sacrifices for the defense of our freedoms,
peace, and prosperity, all over the world and where the sun
never sets. We enjoy the freedom to worship in the manner
of our individual choice and realize all of the blessings that
flow from that.
Happy 85th Birthday, John!
God Bless America,
Richard Takahata

Thiago & Janae Sergio
Children: Ashley, 10 yrs & Alexis, 5 yrs.
Phone: 808-600-9146
J's email: janae.sergio@live.com

Hiromi Burt
Dave Lucas
Sichie Hayashi
Bonnie Jackson
Pastor Ron Lee
Joy Kim
Laura Davidson

