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The Jamestown Community Center was founded over 40 years ago to provide learning
opportunities and a safe space for low-income youth in San Francisco’s Mission District.
Our mission is to mobilize the resources of families, neighborhood residents, and other
community members to help young people realize their full potential as empowered and
productive members of society.
Today, Jamestown fulfills this mission by providing a full range of educational enrichment,
academic support, leadership, sports, tutoring, youth employment, college and career
counseling, and prevention programs to children, youth and their families in the Mission
District and other underserved communities in San Francisco.

THE PHOENIX RISING

In his groundbreaking book, “Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis,” Harvard Public Policy professor Robert Putnam argues
that the widening economic gap in American society today can be traced back to the gradual erosion of opportunities for poor
kids. The wealthiest 25% of kids in America today are two to three times more likely than kids from the poorest 25% of families
to have an adult mentor outside of the family. These informal relationships with adults, argues Putnam, are crucial to helping
students find jobs, navigate the college application process, and create a support network. Thirty years ago, 80% of poor students and 85% of wealthy students participated in afterschool enrichment or extracurricular activities. Today, only 65% of poor
children participate in any kind of afterschool enrichment, while 85% of wealthy children still do. Putnam’s research then goes
on to show how the loss of these cumulative opportunities for learning and relationship building lead to an increasing disparity
in graduation rates and upward mobility for low-income kids.
At the Jamestown Community Center, our mission is to help our kids grow to be successful adults by providing access to
enrichment opportunities and strong relationships with adults. Our staff, volunteers, partners, and school collaborators teach,
mentor, support, guide, love, and provide positive role models to ensure our kids can succeed. As housing affordability and displacement have reached crisis levels in our community, Jamestown has worked hard to innovate, adapt and redouble its efforts
in helping kids grow to become successful adults. The added economic pressures on low-income families make Jamestown
programs even more crucial in our young people’s path to success.
Earlier this year, we engaged with Be the Change Consulting to help us map out a strategic plan for the organization that
involved the staff, Board, youth, donors, and families in the Jamestown Community. The strategic planning process was timely
and necessary given the rapid changes taking place in the Mission District. We considered how we could best continue to
provide the crucial services and relationships Jamestown families receive: how do we continue to be the premier organization
facilitating access and opportunity to low-income youth in today’s San Francisco? Our new strategic plan includes planning for
programming outside of the Mission - for example, in the Excelsior and Bayview Hunter’s Point, where many Jamestown families
now live- and forging new and stronger partnerships with other organizations, to enable us to leverage our resources more
efficiently while still providing the excellent programming for which Jamestown is known. It also reflects a deep conviction in
our mission and desire to make sure Jamestown is sustainable into the future. Escalating real estate prices have led to the
displacement of several non-profit organizations in San Francisco in the past year. One of our greatest priorities is to secure
a space where Jamestown can grow and thrive for years to come.
You can help! Please consider making a contribution to Jamestown this year.
Any donation, big or small, will make a difference in the life of a Jamestown youth.
Myrna Melgar
Executive Director

JAMESTOWN’S VISION AND VALUES
Vision
Jamestown, a Mission District based organization, envisions that all of San
Francisco’s children, youth and their families, particularly those from underserved
populations, will have access to the opportunities they need to thrive and to
create a city that is safe, equitable, interconnected and community-led.
Values
• Accountability
• Inclusion
• Sustainability
• Tradition
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• Flexibility
• Social Justice/Equity
• Holistic Growth
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Myrna Melgar

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT		

Nadia Conrad-Huayta joined Jamestown as the Teen Programs
Coordinator in 2014, overseeing the Youth Apprentice Program (YAP)
and Youth in Charge (YIC). Nadia is a native San Franciscan who grew
up in the Mission, and now lives in the Excelsior with her family. This
year’s expansion of the Teen programs have been made possible by
the generous contributions of the Caerus Foundation and the SF
Department of Children, Youth and their Families.
YAPsters work as teaching assistants in the afterschool enrichment
programs at Jamestown. In addition to receiving a paycheck, they
participate in a program designed to help them acquire skills in
financial capability (some examples are opening a bank account and
creating a budget), workforce skills, family planning, college and
career planning, leadership development, and youth development.
What drew you to this role at Jamestown?
My last job was with (then) Assemblyman Tom Ammiano, and I
knew I wanted to have a job where I could give back to the community and have contact with people. I was particularly excited
to be working with teens again. Earlier in my career, I worked as a
summer camp counselor for CYO, and it was my most favorite and
memorable job! I jumped at the opportunity to again be in a role
helping youth grow in their development. I relate to the youth at
Jamestown—growing up as I did in a single parent household in
the City and having to work through high school to help my family
make ends meet.

Nadia Conrad-Huayta
Teens Program Coordinator
What is your vision for the Teen
Programs at Jamestown?
I would like to see them grow and also adapt to the realities of our
youth today. Many of our youth have moved farther southeast
because their families can no longer afford the Mission. Safety and
transportation are big issues. Getting off work at Jamestown after dark
(in the winter) and then taking MUNI to Bayview or farther can take a
long time and be dangerous. I would love to be able to provide safe
transportation for our youth.
Also, I would like us to be able to support our youth into their twenties.
We have some very motivated, high achieving youth, and we also have
some who were like me: they don’t have top grades in high school,
are not quite sure of their next step, and need a bit of extra support.
I spent a few years at City College and transferred to San Francisco
State University, where I was able to graduate with support from some
outstanding faculty, particularly in the Behavioral and Social Sciences
as well the La Raza Studies Department. Many of our youth don’t have
a straight and fast trajectory. They have to work to make ends meet,
and feel like they have to stay around home and help out with younger
siblings. I would like them to have that support to ensure they are able
to graduate from college and stay in San Francisco if they want.

How are things the same and how are they different for teens
than when you grew up?
The biggest difference in the workforce is that the expectations
for our youth are much higher now, and the skills that youth need
to be successful have changed. Today, everything is digitized and
this requires that people entering the workforce have experience
working with technology and media. Many of our youth are at a
disadvantage because they don’t even have a computer at home or
an internet connection. Many of them get online only using their
phones. At Jamestown, we have them open an email account and
do many of the program components online, as they will need those
skills when they leave us and enter the workforce. What is still the
same? Life can be difficult when you are not wealthy or when you
don’t have access to opportunities. Only 68% of Latino youth in San
Francisco public schools graduate from high school. I am very
proud of our YAPsters and their success.

YAP Program Highlights
YAPsters class 2014–15: 14 participants
YAPsters class 2015–16: 25 participants
High School Graduation rate for YAP: 100%
Rate of YAPsters enrolling in a 2 or 4 year college
after High School: 100%
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PROGRAM UPDATES

In Memory of Paul Nixon, founding President of Jamestown
Community Center’s Board of Directors
For many generations of San Francisco youth, Paul Nixon was a teacher, a mentor, a
guide, a kayaking instigator, and a trusted and cherished friend. Paul inspired and guided Jamestown through its early years: his name is stamped on the Jamestown Community Center’s articles of incorporation with the California Secretary of State as a reminder
that he will always be in the fabric of this organization and in our hearts and souls.
Jamestown will continue to do the work Paul devoted most of his adult life to: helping
low-income children and youth fulfill their potential. Paul passed away unexpectedly in
April, shortly after coming back from his beloved Cuernavaca. Our love and support go
to his widow and longtime Jamestown mama, Patricia Garcia de Nixon.
Jesus (Chuy) Salmeron
Jesus Salmeron has been a part of the Jamestown Community for almost two decades as a Jamestown parent,
grandparent, and volunteer soccer coach. His commitment to the community as a volunteer coach has impacted
the lives of so many Jamestown youth. His love for his family and the community is admirable. Not only does he love
soccer, he values giving back to the community as he recognizes the many barriers and struggles that youth from
low-income families encounter. Jesus believes that sports and afterschool activities are a healthy outlet. Thank you for
all of your work, commitment, and love, Chuy!

One Purpose
Jamestown’s newest afterschool program is at One Purpose Charter School in Bayview Hunter’s Point.
Housed at Brett Harte Elementary School, One Purpose seeks to prepare low income students from
San Francisco’s Southeastern neighborhoods to attend and graduate from college. One Purpose’s curriculum combines project-based learning, STEM (Science/Technology/ Engineering/Math), an intense
focus on the attitudes necessary for college success, and blended learning. Jamestown’s afterschool
program at One Purpose offers 60 youth in transitional kinder, kinder and 1st grade on-site enrichment
opportunities that include dance, recreation, music, sign language and chess. Jamestown enrichment
teachers purposely infuse literacy in all activities and reinforce the school’s project-based approach.

2015 Summer Programs Report Back
Jamestown’s summer programs nearly doubled in size this past summer. Jamestown’s six week, youth development based summer programs seek to bridge the achievement gap by offsetting the profound summer
learning loss experienced by low-income students. This past summer, Jamestown added a morning enrichment program to our normal summer schedule, serving a total of 291 youth. Summer Sports Camp offered
over 75 boys and girls a chance to explore soccer, dance, golf, yoga and other fun sports and physical activities.
In a neighborhood with high rates of obesity and few opportunities for outdoor play, Sports Camp seeks to
foster a life-long love of physical activity in youth by making it fun, and helping kids identify what they like and
their strengths. Summer Playhouse (rising Kinder – 5th grade) offered literacy infused academic, visual, math,
science and performing arts based enrichment. Summer Voyage (rising 6th-9th graders) offered 169 youth
leadership-building and decision-making opportunities that involved budget and activity planning.

Jamestown’s youth were invited to the United
Nations Foundation’s signing of the UN Charter
at City Hall this past summer

James Lick Middle School
Of the 122 youth enrolled in Jamestown’s program at James Lick Middle school 60% (73 total) are classified as
English Language Learners. This increase has been largely due to a rise in the numbers of unaccompanied children
fleeing violence in Central American countries, such as Guatamala, Honduras, and El Salvador. Jamestown’s enrichment program provides participants with enriching activities, like skateboarding, skill exchange, math, science, and
art while helping youth build new relationships and language capability. Working in collaboration with the Good
Samaritan Community Center, James Lick English Language Learners meet in peer groups to support each other as
they process their experiences with respect and safety.
4
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PROGRAM UPDATES

Cesar Chavez Elementary School has started Parent Engagement!
140 youth are currently enrolled in Jamestown’s afterschool academic enrichment programs at
Cesar Chavez Elementary School. This year’s enrichment programs consist of Root Division (art),
Mariachi, Science, Media, Cooking, Loco Bloco (Afro Latino dance and music), Skateboard Club,
Art, Theater, and Street Side Stories. Jamestown also offers one-on-one tutoring afterschool.

Family Engagement Night at Cesar Chavez School,
October 2015

This year, Jamestown has expanded its programming to focus more on our families and on parent
engagement. Family Engagement Nights and Family Gatherings at Chavez are open to all youth
who attend Chavez and their families. Family Engagement is the first Friday of each month and
Family Gatherings are on the 4th Friday of each month. Planned Family Engagement topics for
this year include: California English Language Development Test/Reclassification, How to Engage
in Parent/Teacher Conference, Tax Preparation, How to Keep Your Children Learning Over Winter
Break, Family Movie Nights, Zumba (for parents), Healthy Eating Habits and Nutrition, College
Readiness and Summer Program Registration, Family Literacy Night, Student Awards, Community
Resource Fair, and March to College.

Buena Vista Horace Mann (BVHM) working to support English Language Learners
BVHM is a Kindergarten through 8th grade school in the Mission District. The afterschool academic
enrichment program offered by Jamestown this year includes cooking (and vegan cooking, at that!),
recreational sports, STEM, Mariachi, Girls Got Goals (soccer), and skateboarding.
This year, Jamestown’s tutoring program is intentionally focusing on social emotional learning with
English language learners and Tier 2 youth. Jamestown is providing support for English language
acquisition through literacy-infused enrichment within a youth development framework. Two new
linked day positions have been created for afterschool staff to link the academic school day classes
with afterschool programming for BVHM’s English language learners and Tier 2 students. Linked day
staff provide support and build the capacity of school staff to utilize tools like restorative and transformational justice practices, habits of mind, and culturally- and language-appropriate interventions.

Photo © Alyssa Hunter/Momenta Workshops 2015

Sports

Jamestown’s Under 9 Boys Soccer Team after the
Copa Univision Tournament in July

Bay City Soccer Club at the Santa Clara vs. Cal Game

Jamestown’s team sports and afterschool recreation programs
teach sports skills, healthy exercise habits, confidence, teamwork, and leadership. In addition to structured afterschool
recreation classes, Jamestown offers boys and girls soccer
teams. In collaboration with other community-based agencies,
Jamestown organizes the Girls Got Goals soccer tournament
for middle school girls. This past year, Jamestown’s sports
teams have expanded from 8 to 18 teams and increased
soccer enrichment in middle schools to five days a week,
doubling the number of girls who can participate!
Jamestown has entered a new partnership with Bay City
Soccer Club. The goal of the partnership is to provide more
Jamestown youth with quality opportunities to play, recreationally and competitively.

Jamestown invites you to come tour our programs!
To learn more about scheduling a tour, please contact Jenna McElroy,
Jamestown’s Development Director, at JennaM@Jamestownsf.org.
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STAFF, BOARD AND VOLUNTEERS
Staff
Patrick Abogado
Miluska Acuna
Gabriela Amezquita
Saul Anaya
Sergio Arita
Karla Barahona
Crystal Bonilla
Nicole Brisebois
Timmy Chan
Nadia Conrad
Christopher Conway
Selene Coss
Stephanie Cueto
Evelyn Davison
Ariel Esqueda
Katie Garcia
Daron Gardner
Guillermo Gonzalez
Vanessa Gonzalez
Jeanne Hallacy
Noah Halpern-McManus
Gerardo Hernandez

Nancy Hernandez
Angelica Leon
Jessica Linares
Nathalie Linares
Santiago Lopez
Alberto Martinez
Christian Martinez
Pamela Martinez
Russell McCall
Jenna McElroy
Myrna Melgar
Maria Moreno
Stephen Moss
Gabriela Navarro
Hector Pineda
Brenda Salmeron-Ortiz
Roberto Sanchez
Nelly Sapinski
Maria Silvas
Angelo Tellez
Antonio Tellez
Alexander Trono

Youth Staff
Michelle Alvarez
Mario Campos
Amada Castro-Vega
Rosa Cruz
Melanie Espinoza
Kimberly Ferreira
Daniel Gamboa
Lizette Flores
Michael Garcia
Liset Gutierrez
Ashley Hernandez
Kimberly Hernandez
Susana Hernandez
Daisy Juarez
Oscar Martinez
Keila Monzon
Chiunathan Ordoñez
Ruth Rodriguez
Fernanda Rosales
Manuel Rosas Martinez
Jaqueline Sanabria

Yamileth Siguenza
Yailin Velasquez
Ivonne Villanueva
The Jamestown Board
of Directors
Betty Pazmino, President
Rich Gross, Treasurer
Renu Karir, Secretary
Desiree Almendral
Luis Barahona
Efrain Barrera
Katie Brackenridge
Lisa Bransten
Bob Frank
Gary Furney
Jessica Linares
Oscar Martinez
The Jamestown Council
Eric Spaly- Chair
Lisa Bransten
Shannon Cogen

Gregg Farano
Tamoko Fortune
Anthony Grumbach
Steve Kawaja
Theresa Kolish
Martin Romo
John Rumsey
Jessica Spaly
Sara Witt
Charlton Yu
Volunteers
Hector Alvarez
Jennifer Alvarez
Nick Andino
Luis Barahona
Cesar Campos, Jr.
Evan Davison
Gilberto Esqueda
Romaldo Esqueda
Jeff Flores
Martin Gutierrez

Karla Hernandez
Sophia Hochman
Alyssa Hunter
Angela Iton
Cesar Lepe
Roberto Lepe
David Luna
Peter Masiak
Jose Mercado
Juan Mercado
Jessica Moran
Danny Moran
Patricia Nunez
Miguel Ochoa
Carlos Ortiz
Corina Phillips
Erika Rojas Velasquez
Ian Ryan
Jesus Salmeron
Aielin Yumaira Farfam

JAMESTOWN BY THE NUMBERS
1,507: Total Number of Youth who have participated in
Jamestown Programming this past year

446: Total number of children currently enrolled in a
Jamestown afterschool enrichment program (all sites)

216: Total number of youth participating in
Academic Enrichment Programs this summer

84% of Rising-K through 5th grade participants showed
improvement or no summer learning loss after participating
in Jamestown Academic Summer Enrichment Program

123

Total number of English Language Learners
reclassified as English Language Proficient in all
Jamestown Programs last year
1.3 years Average gain of students receiving
one on one tutoring at Jamestown

271: Youth participating in soccer
286: Rising-K through 5th graders who
participated in Summer Playhouse

169

Middle Schoolers who participated in Summer
Voyage (Rising 6-9th Graders)
13 trophies were brought home by Jamestown
Soccer teams
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WHAT YOU CAN DO
Donations from Jamestown supporters, neighbors, and friends are
crucial to providing the high quality enrichment programming that
low-income youth need to succeed. Please make a donation today.
$10,000—Funds transportation and entrance fees for educational
field trips for an entire year
$2,500—Provides one young person with a full year of
afterschool and summer programs
$250—Keeps kids playing by providing uniforms and
equipment to a soccer team
$5—A cup of coffee on Valencia Street. But instead, you can
use that $5 and...

BECOME A MONTHLY RECURRING DONOR!
Jamestown could not do this work without your support.
Become a recurring donor by completing the attached
remit form and sending it to Jamestown or
by donating online at jamestownsf.org/sustainer

“It’s easy!”

JAMESTOWN DONORS
Jamestown serves low-income youth enrolled in our programs for free through the generous support of its donors.
Thank you for making this past year another success.
Foundations and Corporate Donors

The Stanley S. Langendorf
Foundation

$20,000–$49,000
The Estate of the Late Frederick
Martin Chambers
Martin Romo and Leesa Miao
Kathleen Welsh and Bill Plautz
$10,000–$19,999
Anonymous
Lisa Bransten and John Rumsey
Owen and Sarina Kennerly
Angie and Seth Taube
$5,000–$9,999
Allison Bhusri
Barbara Brackenridge
Tomoko and Donald Fortune
Carl Kawaja and Gwendolyn Holcomb
Michael Kawaja
Anne Marie and Wylie S. Peterson
Jessica and Eric Spaly
Geoffrey Squires
Alana Trujillo
$2,500–$4,999
Robert and Daphne Bransten
Shannon Cogen
Gregg Farano and Marcie Keenan
Arno Harris
Renu Karir and Ian Atlas, in memory
of Paul Nixon
Steve Simon

$1,000–$2,499
Julian N. Abdey and Sabrina Moyle
Katie Albright and Jake Schatz
Anonymous
Shelley Bransten
Cathy Dean
Sean Donahue
Lamisse Droubi
Martha Ehrenfeld
Gregg Farano
Bob Frank, in memory of Paul Nixon
Rich Gross
Beth Grossman
Anthony Grumbach
Claudia Jasin
Sean and Jennifer Jeffries
Diana Kapp and David Singer
Theresa Kolish
Lauren Kowal
Julie Lepinard
Sherri Maurin
Erin O’Donovan
Kathryn M. Peters
Dmitry and Milanendra Piterman
David Riley and Sarah Friar
Julianne Rumsey
Sara Witt and Andrew Charmatz
Charlton Yu
Craig Zaikov

$500–$999
Chad Boeding
Alec and Heidi Brackenridge
Heidi Brackenridge
Peter Bransten
Christopher Britt
Scott E. and J. Scott Case
Suzanne DiBianca
John and Kimberly Drew Family
Jennifer Fallon and John Coen
Kayvan Farzaneh
James Ford
Christine Hoang
Hugo Jasin
Tamara Jew
Tal Klein
Julie Levine
Kelly McKane
Azra Mehdi
Mitra Modaressi
Alexandra Novakovich
Preston Raisin
Merritt Richmond
Beth Schutle
Catarina Schwab
Nancy Spencer and Hardy Calcott
Tabreez Verjee
$250–$499
Robert Aguirre
Rena Bransten
Mary Castellucci
Shannon Dodge
Edward Enriquez
Scott Faber
Lisa Farmer
Wayne Feinstein
Carol Field
Blair and Nancy Ford
Jennifer W. Fowler
Lisa G. Fuller
Gerard Gibbons
Peter and Florence Hart, on behalf
of Lisa Bransten
Dana Hernandez
Nathaniel Hope Family
Megan Howard
Trent Jackson
Margaretta Lin
Steve McCleod
Andy Maxwell
Saloni Multani
Lisa Pearson
Robin Riske
Peter Rumsey and Anna Edmondson
Contee and Maggie Seely
Lacey and James Traeger
Jeff Wartell and F. Kelly Boruke
Anne Wooster
Sophie Ziegler

$100–$249
Desiree Almendral
Anonymous
Jennifer Boyd
Seth Brenzel
Lindsay and Hank Brier
David Bruns
Leslie Bunim
Beth Burkhart
Maria Burtis
Colleen Callahan
Elise Collins
Joan Czaia
Charles Darling
Donald Day
Chris DeCardy
Libby Dietrich
Jerry Farano
Marie Farano
Carol Freidenberg
Amanda Fried
Joshua Fried
Gary Furney
Michael L. Garcia
Phil Ginsburg
Carol Glanville, in honor of Paul Nixon
Durdica Glumac
Kate Godfrey
Ethan Gumbach
Grace Hafner
Gretchen Hall, in honor of Paul Nixon
Roswell Hall
Pam Hochman
Jill Kauffman Johnson
Jim Kelly
Jay Kern
Yunah Kim and SA Schrader
Elin Klaseen
Alanna Klein and Greg Robin
Linda Kyle
Anita Martinez, in honor of Paul Nixon
Maureen McAvoy
Susan McKibben
Blair Moser
Laurence Narbut
Arnold Oji
Emily Ozer
Jenny Pearlman
Jahan Raissi
Mark Reedy
Beverly Reeves
Kristin Resnansky
Bridget Schickedanz
Diane Smith
Lisbet Sunshine
Christan Wolff
Stephen Wynne

Up to $99
Anonymous
Joanne F. Blatz
Gina Cirrito
Laura Copado
Marco Corona
Daniel and Elena Cross, in honor
of Paul Nixon
Richard Davidson
Janet Fowler
Dawn Frank
Jocelyn Friel
Anina P. Fuller
Elizabeth Grant
Phoebe Hall
Beverly Liberale, in honor of Paul Nixon
Katherine Long
Naomi Lopez
Marina Nepomuceno
Diane Robbins
Andrea Roth
Orna Tarter
John and Joan Vitorelo, in memory
of Paul Nixon
Chi-En Yu
Matching Gifts
Capital Group Charitable Foundations
David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Gap, Inc.
Google
Local Independent Charities of America
Salesforce Foundation
In Kind Donations
Phil Ginsburg, San Francisco
Recreation and Parks
Staci and Jamie Slaughter
Bi-Rite Market
California Teachers Association
Canyon Market
Just for Fun & Scribbledoodles
Noe Valley Cyclery
Pedal Revolution
Terra Mia
Trader Joe’s
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MEET KATIE GARCIA, 13 YEARS
WITH JAMESTOWN

Hear from Our Assistant Site Manager
at Cesar Chavez Elementary School
I have been part of Jamestown since the 6th grade!
I played soccer throughout the seasons for six consecutive years. Now, years later, as the Assistant Site Coordinator at Cesar Chavez, I look forward to coming into work to
see the staff and kids. They always know how to brighten
up my day. It’s always a new experience with them.
Jamestown has taught me about values, teamwork,
and leadership, and has really helped me with my
communication skills.
Jamestown has impacted many families that have grown
up in the community. I believe that without Jamestown
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many of us would not have the opportunity and support
we are getting now. The community is predominantly a
Hispanic community and Jamestown has given these
families the support and help they need in many areas.
Next year, I plan to attend the University of San Francisco
for their Master’s program in School Counseling. Working
with Jamestown has given me the vision and the opportunity to define my passion for working with students
and families who need that help in and outside of school.
With my degree, I want to become someone who will
influence future generations to come.

