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Reads of the Summer 2019

The reading recommendations for this summer comprise five short articles and four books

that focus on two topics. The first topic is European internal reforms, which are necessary

and feasible after the elections that demonstrated a rising interest in European topics and

in which the pro-European and pro-reform parties of the middle won, while populist parties

made fewer inroads than expected. The second topic is how Europe can increase its global

leverage through cooperation with Africa and India, limiting or complementing the quest for

leadership of China and/or the unpredictability of the Trump-led USA. 

 

Have fun reading and enjoy the holidays!

The Team of the “Policy Crossover Center: Vienna-Europe”

(1) Louis Drounau: The importance of building a European Democracy,  Friends of

Europe (20.06.2019)

Louis Drounau, president of the EuropeanConstitution.eu, outlines reforms in the

democratic system in Europe with and without treaty change, with a better framework for

European elections and with a “Spitzenkandidaten” system being developed. Furthermore,

he calls for true European parties (complementing the call for a European passport). It is

important to set these reforms of the agenda at a time in which pro-Europeans have

succeeded over illiberal democrats, but also young people are calling for more influence

over their own future.

However, the filling of the top leadership positions with German Minister of Defense Ursula

von der Leyen and Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel as president of the European

Commission and Council, Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell as High



Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and Christine Lagarde as

president oft he European Central Bank not only resulted in the development, but in the

elimination of the “Spitzenkanditaten” process and a return to backroom deal-making, which

many consider undemocratic. In her article The Lessons of the EU Leadership Fight, Project

Syndicate (04.07.2019),  Daniela Schwarzer emphasizes that the principle of the

“Spitzenkandidaten” system should be preserved and combined in the next elections, with

additional transnational lists of candidates backed by stronger trans-European party

structures. Beyond that, the EU also needs to strengthen the role of European Parliament.

The strong turnout in the European Parliament election indicates that the EU has not lost

public support, while signaling a desire for change to which the EU will need to respond with

ambition and resolve. 

 (2) Md. Shahidul Haque: Making Migration Work for Everyone, Project Syndicate

(20.06.2019)

Shahidul Haque analyses migration orders over time. Migration order 1.0 was only

established at the national level by governments and international organizations to set rules

for refugees. Then migration order 2.0 set principles for migration mostly for people

changing their work and living place within European countries. The new character of

migration across longer distances and driven by problems in the home country demands

new rules, as integrating migrants becomes more pressing and costly. But win-win-

situations are still feasible and probable. The rules can be directed by the Sustainable

Development Agenda, where SDG goal 10.7 calls for optimizing migration governance. A

new migration order 3.0 can make migration work, sending a good message at a time in

which fear of migration has been substituted by the pressure to fight climate change as a

main voting motive.

(3) Richard Youngs: Democracy after the European Parliament elections, CEPS

(17.06.2019)

Richard Youngs makes the point that the more fragmented structure of the European

Parliament might enable improvement in the democratic process, such as open debates in

which pro-Europeans and Eurosceptics must reveal their opinion to show whether they

really support more direct democracy, and what they do for implementing the Paris 2015

compact (which populist parties negate in less publicized voting, as they favor leaving the

eurozone and reducing the set of instruments for the European Central Bank). The

overarching question the article finishes regards the greater concern of mainstream parties

for the concerns driving populists, the deepening of democracy and benign reform.

(4) Karel Lannoo, Stefania Benaglia: Could the EU and India jointly shape the



world?, CEPS (13.05.2019)

As far as the role of Europe in the World is concerned, Karel Lannoo and Stefania Benaglia

call for Europe and India to jointly try to shape the world. Currently, European experts take

for granted that India will overtake Europe in its economic output but accept the

underrepresentation of Europe, not only on the Indian market but also as a strategic partner.

The new European leaders should reassess the possibility and chances of cooperation ten

years after a more advanced trade agreement has been suspended, due to many carve-outs

demanded by India for labor market and environmental standards.

(5) Mikkel Barslund et al.: An EU-Africa partnership scheme for human capital

formation and skill mobility, CEPS (20.06.2019)

A cooperation between the EU and African countries is difficult because core interests

diverge. The authors propose an EU-Africa partnership scheme for human capital formation

and skill mobility that can be embedded into the current framework for EU-Africa dialogue

and focuses on three elements. First, EU funded vocational training programmes in African

countries to train participants according to labour market needs in both the EU and African

countries.Second, a substantial number of work permits, offering programme graduates a

good chance of employment in the EU while allowing member states to manage the inflow

of workers according to their needs and third, an active involvement of the EU private sector

to facilitate hiring and job search procedures across the Mediterranean.

This article provides a well-designed blueprint for future research but also policy

counseling.

(6) Stephen Smith: The Scramble for Europe. Young Africa on its way to the Old

Continent, Polity (June 2019)

This book is written by a journalist who worked for Liberation and Le Monde and now

teaches as a professor of African Studies at Duke University. 40% of Africans are under

fifteen, while the share of young people in the East and Southern European countries will

have halved between 2000 and 2050. 510 million people are now living in Europe, relative to

1.2 bn in Africa. In 2050, 450 million “Europeans” will confront 2.5 bn “Africans”, five times

more than today. The scramble of Young Africa for Europe is a fact that should not be

regarded with fear and which cannot be prevented through military methods or walls. We

should not forget that at the end of the 1st century Europeans scrambled for Africa: at a

time when 100 million people lived north of “mare nostrum” relative to 275 million south of

it, Europeans conquered Africa for raw materials and pride, while now Africans might leave

their continent for a better life within their reach.



These facts and many other empirical data complement a passionate discussion on the

policies of different countries and the question of whether Africa is like Mexico for Europe,

whether Africa has already started to rise, and which model of development it will choose.

The excellent book discusses “cascades of departures”, which destination and destiny

Africans will meet, and which scenarios might work. The first scenario is a “Eurafrica”

scenario, with Europe welcoming migration and becoming a true melting pot like the US a

few decades ago. The second refers to a popular “Fortress Europe”, while the third is a

“Mafia drift” involving special arrangements of Europe with African regimes. The final fourth

scenario would be – “as mourn democracies often work” – bric-a-brac politics with a dose

of all scenarios. Here, Spain serves as a good example. This scenario involves pragmatic

strategies with less far right opposition than in other countries, fewer non-European

migrants, often unstable policy coalitions, but not too-bad economic outcomes. For related

shorter papers, see Shada Islams and Mikkel Barslund articles.

(7) Adel Abdel Ghafar: The European Union and North Africa: Prospects and

Challenges, Brookings Institution (April 2019)

Adel Abdel Ghafar’s book on the European Union and North Africa analyzes the moments of

hope after the Arab spring and describes in detail the cooperation between EU and Algeria,

Morocco, Tunisia Libya and Egypt, dividing it into the phases of EU-Mediterranean

partnership up to 2011, then post-2011 support for democratic transition and a strategy

after 2013 under greater instability. A new European strategy based on “principled

pragmatism” involves giving up value-laden rhetoric and missionary zeal, while substituting

it with silent support for democracy-building policies. The third element is to focus on

resilience and a tailored approach to different countries, while the fourth is a call for

European strategy along a rules-based multilateral process. Everyone interested in a

pragmatic but demanding process of learning how to shape relations will profit from this

book. Carolin Emcke: Against hate, Polity (March 2019)  complements this policy-oriented

book with an analysis of fundamentalism in all its forms. It is an impassionate call for

fighting intolerance and defending liberal ideas. 

(8) Thomas Sigmund, Sven Afhüppe (ed.): Europa kann es besser. Wie unser

Kontinent zu neuer Stärke findet. Ein Weckruf der Wirtschaft, Herder (2019)

For readers who prefer recommendations for the future of Europe originating from

managers instead of theorists and academia, we propose Sven Afhüppe’s “Europa kann es

besser”, with contributions of Hannes Ametsreiter, Wolfgang Eder, Wolfgang Schüssel and

Dieter Zetsche, to mention only some of the well-known managers and political leaders who

contributed.



(9) Steven Blockmans, Sophia Russack: Representative democracy in the EU.

Recovering Legitimacy, CEPS (2019)

Readers interested in the past, current and future stance of individual countries with regard

to representative democracy may read Blockman’s and Rucksack’s monumental 400-page

book on representative democracy in the EU. It offers extensive and excellent country

reports and a general discussion of parliamentary democracy as well as representative

democracy under pressure, shocks, agents and users, while also discussing voting aid

applications.

 

Please send your comments on the articles and books in this Read, as well as your suggestions

for the next Reads of the Quarter or list of books, to info@querdenkereuropa.at

and karl.aiginger@querdenkereuropa.at.
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