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Judd Apatow, Adam McKay, Moby and More Join MoveOn.org in Laughter Trumps Hate Comedy 
Contest Against Donald Trump 

 
Building on the momentum of the  Artists #UnitedAgainstHate campaign , MoveOn adds new judges to 

competition challenging the GOP’s hateful and divisive political rhetoric through humor 
 

SUBMIT TO LAUGHTER TRUMPS HATE HERE 
   
Coinciding with the presidential election, MoveOn.org Political Action’s Laughter Trumps Hate 
competition is currenty searching for the country's funniest and smartest comedians who can harness 
the power of humor to challenge Donald Trump, the GOP's hateful rhetoric, and the pressing issues of 
bigotry and bullying. 
 
Participants from around the country are currently submitting short videos of stand‐up comedy, 
political sketches, and impressions of Donald Trump—all pertaining to the GOP’s politics of hate that 
Trump has helped cement. The wittiest and most creative participants will then be invited to perform 
at live showcases in August at The Hollywood Improv in Los Angeles, Zanies Comedy Club in Chicago, 
and Gotham Comedy in New York City.  
 
MoveOn.org has assembled an extended panel of notable industry and celebrity judges to review 
enties, including: 

● Judd Apatow — producer, writer, director, actor, and comedian 
● Adam McKay — director, producer, screenwriter, comedian, and actor 
● Aasif Mandvi — actor and comedian 
● Moby — singer‐songwriter and musician 
● Negin Farsad — comedian, actress, writer and filmmaker 
● Jamie Kilstein — comedian, writer, radio host 
● Karine Jean‐Pierre — senior advisor and national spokesperson of MoveOn.org 
● Beth Bigler — director of development, Shiny Objects Entertainment at Lionsgate TV 
● Natalie Gergely — manager of original programming and development, Comedy Central 
● Baratunde Thurston — comedian and former digital director of “The Daily Show” and The 

Onion 
● Conan Smith — TV and comedy packaging agent 

 
The judges are participating in a personal capacity and are not representing the views of their 
employers or affiliated organizations. 
 
MoveOn will distribute videos of the best performances across its social media platforms and to its 
millions of members. The panel of industry judges will watch and review the finalists, while a “Crowd 
Favorite Winner” will be selected through online voting. Competition winners will receive a cash prize 
and may be invited to participate in other comedy projects or events as part of the Laughter Trumps 
Hate Task Force.  

 

http://unitedagainsthate.com/
http://www.laughtertrumpshate.com/submit
http://www.moveon.org/


Following the competition, the Task Force will produce funny and compelling content throughout the 
election (including taped stand‐up and character sets, short video sketches, political ads, livestreamed 
stunts, comedic petitions, and social media posts, among others). 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LAUGHTER TRUMPS HATE:  http://www.laughtertrumpshate.com 
SUBMIT A VIDEO HERE: http://www.laughtertrumpshate.com/submit  
 
The competition is being produced by actor and comedian Nik Dodani (represented by Don Buchwald & 
Associates and Authentic Management), and manager and talent executive Randi Siegel (a former 
executive at National Lampoon and MySpace Comedy, she is best known for developing the career of 
Jimmy Fallon). 
 
“Donald Trump’s campaign represents a clear and present danger to the very fabric of our nation. 
Trump has led a campaign fueled by racist, bigoted, xenophobic, misogynistic and violent rhetoric 
intent on dividing us,” said Ilya Sheyman, executive director of MoveOn.org Political Action. “But 
laughter brings people together and is often one of the most potent responses against hate. That’s why 
we’re looking for a new generation of political comedians to challenge Donald Trump and the GOP’s 
policies of hate, bullying and bigotry.” 
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