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Dear WSRC Rowers, Coaches, Parents & Friends, 
 

When the pandemic took hold in March, WSRC entered the most challenging year in 
recent history.  My previous message highlighted the issues West Side was facing in the spring 
and outlined the Club’s path forward.  As the year comes to a close, I want to share where the 
Club now stands – highlighting our accomplishments and challenges. 

I’ll start with the Club’s accomplishments - most importantly rowing!  The WSRC was able 
to offer a variety of sculling programs from July thru November.  The majority of our youth 
athletes had never skulled or experienced small boat rowing.  The skill set that each rower 
developed over a short period of time was impressive.  Our rowers showcased their new found 
skills at our inter-club scrimmage held in late October.  The athletes raced proficiently down the 
Black Rock Channel demonstrating how well they learned to scull.   

In the spirit of West Side’s character, our Staff, Coaches, Board & Trustees, came together 
under very difficult circumstances to create a rowing program that satisfied the State’s and US 
Rowing’s ever-changing COVID-19 regulations and enabled rowers with a variety of experience 
to learn a new skill.  The effort it took to utilize every hour of daylight, secure and maintain the 
equipment, and find enough coaches to support this difficult and long schedule was herculean.  
The outcome is a testament to what the West Side Rowing Club has stood for since it was 
founded in 1912.  Thank you to all involved!  

Unfortunately, we have rough waters ahead.  The cost of operating in 2020 was very 
expensive due to the limited dues dollars brought in relative to the high coach to rower ratio and 
the many safety precautions required.  Adapting to the COVID-19 restrictions continues to be 
costly.  As I write this note, Buffalo is now “Code Orange” and our winter programming will be 
limited.  Please know, we will continue to find ways to offer rowing based activities and pivot 
back to regular programing when allowed.  We are hopeful we will be rowing this spring. 

In addition, the replacement of all docks, ramps and gangways that were damaged during 
the 2019 Halloween Storm which was funded through insurance and “the Friends of WSRC”, 
were once again damaged.   The storm we just experienced featured wind gusts reaching 65mph 
and set a new storm-surge record.  The water was up on the grass!  Although the dock 
protections we implemented helped, we still sustained significant damage and will likely be faced 
with another costly unbudgeted repair. 
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The West Side Rowing Club is a non-profit entity that is only able to operate through the 

collection of dues generated by our rowing programs and through donations.  Since dues revenue 
has been limited, the Club must rely on donations this year.  On December 1st, the WSRC will 
run its annual “Day of Giving” campaign, which will be more important than ever.  I recognize 
some of you may be experiencing financial hardship caused by the pandemic and I hope your 
circumstances will soon improve.  For those of you that are in a better financial position, I’m 
asking you to consider donating to the WSRC.  You can make a donation using the following link: 
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/supportwsrc  
   

As I noted in my last message, the WSRC has endured the Spanish flu, the Great 
Depression, two World Wars, as well as the fire in 1975 which destroyed the boathouse and led to 
its rebuilding on the current location.  I remain confident the WSRC will overcome the 
challenges 2020 has presented, but we can’t do it without your financial support.  On behalf of 
the WSRC, I want to thank you for your continued support.  I hope you have a Happy and Safe 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Kirk Dorn 
WSRC President 
 


