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PrimalLuna DiaLogue Premium
Integrated Tube Amplifier

A Tube Benchmark

Dick Olsher
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of sense. Digital components such as CDD players and

stand-alone DACs ;1lr;-;1|i§' output a nominal 2V while

powe -1V or better. Given this context

amp sensiuviry is typical

there is little reason to insert a preamp with from 18 to 20dB of
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functions with a power amp on one chassis makes both economic

and sonic sense, There are fewer interconnects and active devices
in the signal path, and no ground loops to worry abour, the end

result being a simpler and more direct s

ignal path.

The new Dial.ogue Premium from Primaluna rerains a fair
amount of preamplifier funcuonality including control over five
line-level inputs, one home-theater pass-through, one mono

subwoofer output, and remote volume control. Most notabls
missing are a balance control and tape loops. An optional phono
board (§199) is available (though not reviewed) which is said to be
compatible with both moving-magner and higl

OUpUt Mmoving-

coil cartridges and can either be pre-installed or added at a later

time by anyone with basic soldering skills, A “premium™ phono

board with higher gain for low-output moving-coil cartridges is

in the works at a pri\'c vet to be announced,
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As vou might expecr, the Premium version of the Dial.ogue

tures premium parts such as an ALPS volume control, and

Takman resistors and SCR rinfoil coupli

capacitors in critical

signal-path locatons. The front end 1s now all 12AU7- d,
and that's a good thing from a practical standpoint, since relative
to the 12AX7 good-sounding new old stock 12AU7s are easter
to find at reasonable prices. The first 12AU7 is configured as a
conventional cascade voltage amplifier. The other two preamp

s

mbes form a long-tailed-pair phase-splitrer, with each dual wiode

I

stage is connected in Ultralinear (UL) mode with the screen grids

connected in parallel for improved drive capabi ¢ ourput

tied to taps on the output transformer primary via relays. The

output stage can be swirched o mode mode using the remote
control, The LED indicator on top of the chassis changes from

red (Ultr:

Of course, all of the features of

inear) to green for triode.

¢ Dial.ogue Series have

been retained. To rec

the pumput transformer is protected

agrainst a catastrophic internal tube short. The power transformer

incorporates a thermal switch that opens the primary winding to

prevent overheati \n adaprive auto-bias circuit is used to keep
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the id tof tt tput tul thin an optimal range. Th

bias current

sampled continuously in real time at the cathode
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of each of the four power tbes and fed to a four-channel
comparator chip. A corrective signal is generated and used 1o
keep the bias voltage ar each power tube’s control grid near
its optimal value under most dynamic conditions. The circuit
includes an EL34/KT88 bias-selector switch to accommodate
both tube trypes, Note that the Premium Series, like all Primal.una
designs, is compatible with the KT120, which should be used in
the KT88 bias setting. The EL34 is supplied as standard, but
customers can order the amplifier with the Gold Lion KT88 for
an additional $120, or the Tung-Sol KT120 for an additional $80.
The auto-bias benefits to the user are twofold: freedom from the
chore of manual bias checks and adjustments as tbes age, as
well as the flexibility to roll in a variety of power tbes, Tinally,
the power supply includes a soft-start circuit and an “AC Offset
Killer” circuir whose function it is to keep DC offset on the AC
mains from reaching the power transformer. Without it there
would be the potential for increased transformer vibration.
Experimentation with the 4- and 8-ohm taps revealed large
sonic differences between the two in the context of a 96dB-
sensitive speaker-load. In general, and this is also PrimaLuna’s
advice, one should experiment with both sets of output taps to
determine which sounds best with a particular load. There are

simply no short cuts available. The savvy audiophile is well aware

of the difficulty inherent in trying to assign a nominal impedance
value to a speaker when typically impedance magnitude varies
by over a factor of 10. The nominal impedance quoted by a
speaker manufacturer is often tied to the minimum impedance
in the upper-bass range, but matching it isn't sufficient to assure
optimal sound quality. The speaker impedance is reflected
through the outpur transformer and modifies the amplifier’s
performance relative 1o a purely resistive load. Therefore, as far
as tap selection, let vour ears be the final arbiter. Switching from
the 8- to 4-ohm taps in UL mode brought about an immediate
gain in rhythmic drive and soundstage transparency,

The DiaLogue ships with PrimaLuna’s SilverLabel selected
EL34 power pentodes, which sounded pretty good right out
of the box. The Russian Mullard reissue E1L34 sounded a bir
smoother, but in either case, the treble range was a bit too
brash for my taste. The Clectro-Harmonix KT88 bested even
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the Mullard EL34 with a smoother and better focused sound.
And in particular, its h!'sg tone presentation courtesy of nicely
fleshed our lower mids won me over. This was most evident in
the reproduction of the body and timbre of an upright bass. The
Dialogue was now sounding seriously good, being in command
of dynamic gradations and capable of resolving low-level detail.
And although nor quite spatallv in the realm of single-ended
triode amplification, it was able to generate a grand soundstage
that was not only spacious and deep but so lucidly transparent
that it was possible to “see” the inner recesses of the stage. Make
no mistake about it: The stock 12AU7 is a fiiels PL]I.-\UUI\I.H[‘:.! tube,
so 1 didn’t feel the urge to roll-in vintage types for quite a long
time, that is undl its weak spot, an assertve upper midrange,
finally wore me down. Lacking a marching sexter, I mixed several
brands including RCA 3814A and Philips Miniwate. While
perhaps not the ultimate vintage preamp tube set, it nonetheless
achieved greater tonal neutrality and nudged the Dial.ogue
forward in spatial resolution and textural punty, especially in the
treble range.

I've saved the best for last. Upscale Audio’s Kevin Deal was
kind enough to send me a set of burned-in and marched Tung-
Sol reissue K'T120, This was to be my first serious listen to the
KTI120 and 1 was uncertain about what to expect. The buzz
about this tube has been generally favorable, but there have been

a few detractors, the main complaint apparenty being about

SPECS & PRICING

I Four EL34s, PRIMALUNA USA (U.S.

six 12AU7 Distributor)
Power output (KT120, EL34 1042 N. Mountain Ave
43.2, 32, 35.TWpc Unit B PMB 406
egue espanse (KTt Upland CA 91786
EL34, KTBB): (+/-1dB), primaluna-usa.com
5Hz-69kHz, 5Hz-30kHz,
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT:

SHz-32kHz
THD (1 H Basszilla Feastrex Edition

581 0.2%, 0.14%, 0.25%
S/N ratio (200Hz-80kHz):
(KT120, EL34, KT88): 81, 79,
81
100k ohm
:36.5dB
Bl o Lo 255
watts
t:49.5 Ibs.
n5. 8" x14.4" x 15.4"
= $3299

DUROB AUDIO BV
P.O. Box 109
5250 AC Viijmen _
primaluna.nl

DIY and Bud Fried Tower
speakers; EAR DAC; Sony
XA-5400 SACD player with
ModWright Truth modification;
Kuzma Reference turntable;
Kuzma Stogi Reference 313
VTA tonearm; Clearaudio Da
Vinci V2 MC phono cartridge;
Pass Labs XP-25 phono
stage; FMS Nexus-2, Wire
World, and Kimber KCAG
interconnects; Acoustic Zen
Hologram speaker cable;
Sound Application power line
conditioners
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