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     Almost every person has wondered at one time or another: What’s my purpose? Why am I here? What am I        
supposed to do? Who am I supposed to be? How will I know I have made a difference? How will I know I did the  
right thing? How will I know what path to take? How should I make decisions in my life to put me on a good              
trajectory for the future? 

     It all can seem quite overwhelming and confusing. So many people give contrary advice. So many things 
seem right in the moment and then come out wrong later. Pros/cons lists seem to leave us even more confused 
about the big decisions in our lives. 

     I      I would like to propose that maybe we are asking the wrong questions. Maybe it’s not about us at all. Maybe it 
is all about God and what He wants.  Aer all, He is the one who created us. He is the one who decided to put life 
in our lungs and has numbered our days.  Maybe a question that encompasses all the other questions is, “What 
really is God’s will for my life? Does He have a specific, play-by-play plan for me or does He have the same plan 
for everyone’s life? How can I know what it is?” 

       The will of God may seem qui       The will of God may seem quite mysterious at first, but if you take time to read what the Bible say’s about 
God’s will in context, it becomes very clear that is it not about what school to attend, what house to buy, what 
career to take or even what person to marry!  It’s not that God doesn’t care about those things, but His will is 
broader than that.  

          Learning about God’s will is not a debate on if He is or isn’t sovereign in our lives.  God is in control of every-
thing. Nothing happens without His ultimately permission under His sovereign rule.  Yet, He is not a dictator. He 
does not want us to be afraid to make a choice or be paralyzed in a decision due to our fear of not being in the 
will of God.  God wants us to live an abundant, joy-filled life, not a fearful, hesitant one. 

     This devotional book will take you on a 10 week journey through almost every passage in the Bible that talks 
about God’s Will.  As you study each passage, you will uncover for yourself what God’s will is for you and how 
you can confidently say you are living within the will of God.  There is amazing peace that comes from knowing 
without a doubt that you are in God’s will.  There is a tremendous feeling of protection when you learn what His 
boundaries are to being in His will. There is unimaginable freedom when you learn how much the Lord allows 
us to make our own choices in life and still be in His will.  There will be continual transformation and growth as 
you lyou learn what God’s will is and how to live it out.  

     This topic cannot be a mystery within the church any longer. It is time we truly grasp what the Bible says 
about God’s will, not only so that we are living in His will but so that we can guide others to do the same.  So, I 
hope you are ready to have your eyes opened to what God’s will is for your life. It will change your perspective 
on everything: how you make major decisions, how you look at your purpose, and how you live out your daily 
life. So, let’s begin, shall we? 

Introduction
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DEFINITION

OBEY
to comply with the command, direction 
or request of a person or law; submit to 
the authority of

Week 1

Obey His Word
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Ask the Lord to help you grow in having reverent fear of Him so that you can           
experience His steadfast love in your life. Ask Him to help you to obey His Word, His 
commandments,  so that you are doing His will. Take time for your soul to bless the 
Lord. Sing praises to Him. Worship Him with your whole heart. 

action

1. Circle the word “do” in this passage and list what we are to do. How does the 
     first two “do’s” connect to the third “do”? 

2. How do we see “his will” connected to obeying His word? How well do you 
     know the Bible, so you can follow “His will” for your life?

3. How is His sovereignty displayed in this passage?

4. What sort of person will experience the steadfast love of the Lord the most? 

5. What does it look li5. What does it look like to “fear Him”? How would you know if you fear God? 
     Read Psalm 86:11-12 

6. What does it look like to bless the Lord?

17“The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and 
his righteousness to children’s children, 18to those who keep his covenant and remember to do 
his commandments. 19The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
rules over all. 20Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, Obeying the 
voice of his word!  21Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!  22Bless the Lord, 
all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul!”

Psalm 103:17-22 ESV

God's will for us is to OBEY HIS WORD
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 There are so many blind, foolish people around us, so many people who do not 
know what is excellent according to the Bible. Very few people have knowledge and 
truth according to the Bible.  Take time to pray and ask God if there is someone you 
are to come alongside to help them better learn His truth.  Maybe it’s helping with 
the children’s ministry, or youth ministry or discipling a college student at church. 
Ask Him whom you are to invest in.

action

1. How do we know His will according to this passage? 

2. How many times is “the law” mentioned? What do we learn about the law in  
     this passage? 

3. His will is to approve what? 

4. What four roles do you see we can have in the passage that are also the roles 
     of the law?

5. Who a5. Who are the blind that he’s referring to here? 

6. What should we use to instruct and teach? Why is that essential? 

7. How does teaching others also teach yourself? 

8. Who might God want you to begin teaching or discipling to help them obey 
     His Word?

17“But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19and if you are sure that 
you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and       
truth- 21you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself?” 

Romans 2:17-21 ESV

We are to teach God's will to others
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Ask the Lord to help you fear and revere Him more so that you run toward doing 
what is good and not what is evil.  Ask Him to show you how doing what is right 
brings you freedom in your life and not bondage to rules and expectations.  Ask Him 
to show you how you can “excel still more” in honoring people around you and    
leaders above you. Ask Him to show you how to better love the believers around you.  

action

1. The will of God is for us to do what?

2. What does that do? 

3. Why is that important to do? 

4. How does obedience to God bring freedom? 

5. Are you living in freedom right now? Why or why not? 

6. How does a proper fear of God help us to remain obedient to the will of God? 

7. What does 7. What does “fear of God” look like?

15“For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 
but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.” 

1 Peter 2: 15-17 ESV

God's will for us is to do good
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CONTINUED
on next page

1. Why was marrying foreign women an act of disobedience in their exact 
     situation? What did these foreign women cause them to do? 
        (This is not stated in this text, so if you don’t know, this would be a great passage to go online and google to read 
         commentaries on.)

2. Aer learning the context of why they were to separate themselves from their wives, 
     how does one apply this concept in our generation? Does it mean literally that we      
     a     are to not marry someone that is not our nationality or someone of a different 
     ethnicity? 

1“While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and casting himself down before the house of 
God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children gathered to him out of Israel, for the 
people wept bitterly. 2And Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: “We 
have broken faith with our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land, 
but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3Therefore, let us make a covenant with our 
God to put away all these wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and of 
those who tremble at the commandment of our God, and let it be done according to the Law.  
4Arise, Arise, for it is your task and we are with you; be strong and do it. 5Then Ezra arose and made the 
leading priests and Levites and all Israel take oath that they would do as had been said.  So, they 
took the oath.
  6Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went to the chamber of Jehohanan the 
son of Eliashib, where he spent the night, neither eating bread nor drinking water, for he was 
mourning over the faithless of the exiles. 7And a proclamation was made throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem to all the returned exiles that they should assemble at Jerusalem, 8and that if anyone 
did not come within three days, by order of the officials and the elders all his property should be 
forfeited, and he himself banned from the congregation of the exiles.
99Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three days.  It was 
the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. And all the people sat in the open square 
before the house of God, trembling because of this matter and because of the heavy rain. 10And 
Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have broken faith and married foreign women, 
and so increased the guilt of Israel. 11Now then make confession to the Lord, the God of your         
fathers and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign 
wives.” 12Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, ‘It is so; we must do as you have said.’” 

Ezra 10:1-12 ESV

God's will for us is to seperate from
people or things that may cause us to

break our faith
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Take time to really reflect on our culture and make a list of the top 3-5 things you 
see are “sins of our nation”.  Take time to confess these sins to God. Ask Him to 
guide you on how to come alongside those who claim to be believers, especially in 
the church, but who are living against God’s laws.  Ask Him to change their hearts to 
repent. Ask Him for revival in our country. Ask Him your role in having a gracious 
but truthful conversation with those who are actively living in sin but claim to be 
followers of Jesus. 

action

3. In this passage, intermarrying seemed like something that became culturally        
     acceptable to do as more and more people engaged in it, even though it was  
     against God’s plan.  What things are in our society that are against God’s will even
     though it is highly accepted in our culture/society? How do we respond to these 
     culturally accepted ways?

4. This seemed to be like a mini revival as a “great assembly” approached Ezra and 
          confessed their sin.  What was Ezra doing right before they approached him? 

5. How can praying for others help them know and submit to God’s will for their life? 

6. Even though individuals were participating in this sin, what do we learn about who    
     was seen as guilty? 

7. We are an individualistic society and so it may be hard to grasp that God may see 
     us as “one nation” sinning under God, and that His judgment can come to a group 
     of people, not just individuals.  How can this motivate us to pray for the sins of our 
     nation and      nation and to be proactive to encourage people to repent? 

8. Have you ever challenged a Christian to repent of something? 
     How might you go about doing that? 
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Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a clear opportunity to engage with the person that 
was put on your heart.  Take time to write out your testimony if you have not done 
that.  Practice sharing it with a trusted friend and believer.  Take time to pray and 
be thankful for God’s amazing love, faithfulness and salvation.

action

1. Where does the Psalmist discover God’s will? 

2. What does it emphasize in this passage we are to do? 

3. What are the main points he shares when he is talking about “deliverance”? 

4. What part of your testimony can you share with others that emphasizes His 
     faithfulness to you, His love for you and His amazing salvation? 

5. How can you share it in such a way that it exudes joy, gratitude and incredible 
     hop     hope? 

6. Who around you do you think needs to have joy and hope? 

7“Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 8I delight to do  
your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”  9I have told the glad news of deliverance in 
the great congregation; Behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord. 10I have 
not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your                 
salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great           
congregation.” 

Psalm 40:7-10 ESV

God's will for us is to joyfully
tell others about him
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     This week’s study makes it clear that God’s will is for us to obey what He has 
written in His Word.  It really begins with a soul check: Do we delight to do what He 
asks of us? Do we really want to know and follow what the Bible says? Or do we 
prefer staying ignorant of what God commands so that we live our own                       
independent ways? The rest of our study won’t matter if we don’t resolve that we 
want to learn what God’s Word says and be willing to submit to what He asks of us.  

     God says that      God says that we are to rely on His Word because it embodies knowledge and 
truth. We learn there what it looks like to “do good”.  If we live within the           
boundaries of God’s Word, we will not live in the bondage of this world. We  
experience freedom because we know we are protected from the foolishness 
around us. This will bring deep peace, joy and confidence! 

     Un     Unfortunately, it seems to me, that our generation in America no longer fears 
God. There is little reverence le.  I am blown away in the book of Ezra, how the    
Israelites “trembled at the commandment of our God.” I don’t remember the last 
time I read something in the Bible and felt so utterly convicted that I trembled! Do 
you?  This fear of God led Ezra to his knees in prayer and fasting.  Two disciplines 
that also seem quite rare in our generation. 

      If       If we don’t have a healthy fear of God and His power, we will not strive for          
righteousness, or right living.  If we don’t respect God, we won’t listen to Him.  If 
we don’t trust God, then we can’t believe His ways are better.  Maybe it’s time to 
spend a night like Ezra praying and fasting and crying out to God for a healthy fear 
of Him so that you can shed off your own independent ways and begin to obey 
Him in areas you have chosen not to in the past. Part of obeying His Word means 
separating ourselves from the ways of the world that entice us.  Prayer and fasting 
helps us helps us to do this. 

     We also saw this week that we are called to pray for our nation to repent and   
encourage other believers to walk in accordance to God’s Word.  God’s will is not 
just that we obey Him as individuals, but that we encourage the obedience of 
others around us. It is never to condemn or judge, but to bring the glad news of  
deliverance to others. 

     When we delight to do God’s will, we will share with others about His                  
unconditional love and never-ending faithfulness. We will be incredible witnesses 
for Him.  When we live a life of obedience, we are then given a respectful                 
opportunity to tell others about Jesus.  God’s will for us is to obey His Word. And 
encourage others to do the same.  Next week, we will learn why it’s His will for us 
to walk in sactification.

reflection
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     Almost every person has wondered at one time or another: What’s my purpose? Why am I 
here? What am I supposed to do? Who am I supposed to be? How will I know I have made a 
difference? How will I know I did the right thing? How will I know what path to take? How 
should I make decisions in my life to put me on a good trajectory for the future?

     This Bible s     This Bible study will take you on a 10-week journey through almost every passage in the 
Bible that talks about God’s Will.  As you study each passage, you will uncover for yourself 
what God’s will is for you and how you can confidently say you are living within the will of 
God.  

     The     There is amazing peace that comes from knowing without a doubt that you are in God’s 
will.  There is a tremendous feeling of protection when you learn what His boundaries are to 
being in His will. There is unimaginable freedom when you learn how much the Lord allows us 
to make our own choices in life and still be in His will.  There will be continual transformation 
and growth as you learn what God’s will is and how to live it out.   


