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In 2015, the month of May was proclaimed as Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month by Barack Obama; this spring, Oakland’s Vessel
Gallery will present its own examination of Asian American identity
with “Excuse Me, Can I See Your ID?” While plans have been in
the works for two years, it is now in the context of the xenophobic
thrust of the new administration that gallerist Lonnie Lee will 
present this group show. Artists including Cherisse Alcantara,
Dave Young Kim, Heyoung Kim, Kyong Ae Kim, Juan Santiago,
Sanjay Vora and Evan Yee, along with individuals incarcerated at
San Quentin, will offer works in highly diverse media. Traditional
oil paintings, encaustic-coated photographs, installation, porcelain
sculpture and paintings on burlap sacks will address the variety of
interpretations, and stereotypes, of what it means to be an “Asian
American” in our society. Memories of internment camps remain
fresh in the minds of many. States Lee, “in this show, I can shine
light and give space and time to Asian American artists, to understand
our own community’s issues both historically and in our present
moment.” Vessel will also host an Asian film festival curated by
Jasmine Lee Ehrhardt. “Excuse Me, Can I See Your ID?” goes on
view at Vessel Gallery March 31 – May 27, 2017.
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“Raj In The Tree (burlap),” 2016, Sanjay Vora
Acrylic on burlap rice sacks, 88" x 70"
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“Excuse Me, Can I See Your ID?”
at Vessel Gallery
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