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Tracking the Old through the New

In this special edition of Circle the Square, we will take a look at the
transformation of the Westchester Square neighborhood from its beginnings through today. As we look forward to development and expansion
of the Square, we will also take a moment to encapsulate its valued past
and how its continued to be a Bronx mainstay.
Once the Square, always the Square.

East Tremont Avenue circa 1930

“The great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us,
are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and history is literally
present in all that we do.”
-- James Baldwin
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TIMELESS WESTCHESTER SQUARE
Executive Director’s Note

This 3rd quarter of our fiscal year has been heavily focused on how
we can reinvigorate Westchester Square and further highlight its
charm. As we celebrate the ongoing growth of the business district
and plan for more opportunities for community enjoyment, the
WSBID is excited to reintroduce the Square’s history as a reminder
of the neighborhood’s legacy. It is for this reason our programming
will look to connect our current state of growth to the Square’s history of significance.
We have much in store for the upcoming spring and summer seasons and are so excited to share in the continued celebration of the
Square. We thank the community for their continuous participation and hope you will enjoy
this special issue of Circle the Square.
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THANK YOU!

We’d like to extend a special thank you to our Board of Directors for their continued
contributions and dedication to the Westchester Square neighborhood. Your leadership within the organization is truly key to our success.

Congratulations!

Congratulations to our Executive Board Member, Joseph Kelleher on the
launch of his new Bronx Net show, Bronx Now. In the first episode, the Chairman of the WSBID, John Bonizio covers the history of Westchester Square,
while Mr. Kelleher interviews a number of local merchants who tell the story of
Westchester Square now. See more on our website, WSBID.org .
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Finding our History for the Future
Like many of you, here at the WSBID, we used the cold winter months to reflect
and refine our vision of the Square for the future. In doing so, we found our past.
As we continue to bring exciting programming for the Spring and Summer seasons,
we also look forward to sharing the rich history of the Square and illuminating it in
the near future. It is for this reason that this year’s theme is connecting the future
with the robust legacy of our past.

Before Westchester Square was the bustling center it is, the area served as a critical
site for one of the battles fought in the American Revolution. One of the oldest relics within the Square, the Westchester Creek, sits beneath what is now the Lehman
High School Campus. Soldiers valiantly fought off the British from capturing then
General George Washington. The area was later occupied by the British Troops
and they stationed themselves in the Old Ferris Mansion (now the Chippewa Club)
and throughout nearby Throggs Neck.
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Westchester Creek

Map of East Bronx, 1776

The map above documents the paths taken by both British and American soldiers
through the Village of Westchester (before it was the Bronx). Taking a closer look,
you can see the creek at the left of the map and a marker labeled “West Chester”.
The photo below was captured when trolleys were still a prominent form of transportation, later to be replaced by motorized buses. The bridge was later demolished in the early 1970s to build what is now the Lehman High School Educational
Campus.
Save for an archived New York Times article and an inconspicuous historical
marker at the front of White Castle, there is little left to commemorate the Battle
of Westchester Creek.
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Always Connected

Corner of East Tremont and Westchester in 1916 before the 6 train was erected

Westchester Square, being the Gateway to the Northeast Bronx, has always served
as a central transportation hub to the area’s residents. The photo above depicts the
Square before the implementation of the 6 Train line; back when electrically powered trolleys were a primary mean of transportation. Notice the building to the left
still stands in the Square today in its same likeness. The storefront is now Adam’s
Jewelry which has called Westchester Square its home for nearly 25 years.

On of the most critical factors of the Square’s legacy is its character as a transportation center. Today, along with the 6 train, there are eight connecting bus lines that
transport commuters throughout the Bronx. It is estimated that Westchester Square
sees close to 10, 000 commuters daily.
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Cultural Center

A view of Lane Ave and Benson Street from what is now Owen Dolen Park

The Square has long been considered a center for culture enrichment. In addition to being home to a number of historical sites, Westchester Square continues to further advance as a core for Bronx based arts. Neighborhood centers such as Owen Dolen Park,
which commemorates a community advocate who sought to bring the World War I
monument that sits at the park’s entrance, now act as a mainstay for community events
and vibrancy. As the Square continues to increase its impact, we are especially excited to
welcome cultural institutions such as the Bronx Council on the Arts which is set to open
its doors at 2700 East Tremont Ave.

Community leaders, personnel from the Dept. of Design and Construction and Bronx Council on the Arts pose for photos at the ground breaking of the reconstruction of BCA’s new headquarters opening in 2018.

One of many performances held at Owen Dolen Park . The Parks
Dept. and the WSBID partner year-round to bring meaning programming to the Westchester Square neighborhood.
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THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY
Then…

Now...

The Future...
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Seen in Bronx Times Reporter, March 31, 2017

The Huntington Free Library and Reading Room has long
been a cornerstone and point of admiration within the
Square. This year, it is our goal to further highlight it as a
Bronx landmark and national treasure. In effort to reintroduce the Huntington, the WSBID in partnership with the
WSZIO, held a 1920s Jazz Age party that allowed guests enjoy the space as it was in its early years of operation.
The New York Public Library now has plans to redevelop
the annexed half of the library, adjoining a new glass encased library where the Westchester Square branch will be
relocated. Bringing to full circle our theme of the past meeting the future, we hope that the new library will encourage
increase engagement in the Huntington’s original structure
and all of the other historical offerings of the Square.

Stay tuned for more programs and events at the Huntington.

Headline Image:

Coverage of our Jazz Night at the Huntington event held on March 25th.
Top:

Female best dressed winners (left to right) Frances Pizzini, Kathryn Acosta, and Marion Cronin.
Middle:

Our Programming Assoc. (right) with famed Bronx based blogger, Nicole Perrino aka Bronxmama
(left). Follow her on Instagram for the latest happenings in the Bronx.
Bottom:

Male best dressed contest winners (left to right) Joe Regina, Woody Brundage, and Thomas Casey.
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Westchester Square
Where Good Business is Our History

Woolworth in the Square circa 1930. Now ABC Super Store.

In addition to being a cultural corridor and transportation hub, the Square also acts as a small
business haven and shopping center for Bronx residents. As the evolution and revitalization of
the Square continues, the neighborhood has become even more attractive to merchants and
consumers alike. Our latest storefront, set to open this Spring, is a the Bronx Veterinary Center
on East Tremont and Fink Avenue.

10

What’s to Come: Calendar of Events
APRIL
Friday, April 21st at 6 PM
Lane Avenue, btwn Benson and East Tremont
Join us for a celebration of Earth Day!
Activities will include art s and crafts, music and beautification activities for children. Movie starts at 7:30.

MAY
Friday, May 12th at 6 PM
Lane Avenue, btwn Benson and East Tremont
We’re bringing together the generations and celebrating
mothers. In addition to music and activities, FREE manicures will be provided from our local merchant, Pink Princess Nails Boutique. Movie starts at 7:30.

JUNE
It’s our biggest party of the year!
Come out and celebrate the Square at
the 9th Annual Fair at the Square.

5th Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 29th, 2017
127 Westchester Square
See our recap of another successful year and get excited as we debut what next year holds.
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Thank you to our generous Sponsors!

NYC Councilman

NYS Assemblyman

James Vacca

Michael Benedetto

