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Where Good Business is Our History
#oldmeetsnew

A SAFER WESTCHESTER SQUARE

Left to Right: Captain Carlos Ghonz, Security Agent Anthony Garcia, Chairman John Bonizio, Community
Affairs Officers Hannah Rahn and John Souhrada

Since its official start in 2012, the Westchester Square Business Improvement District has worked hard
to rehabilitate and sustain the development of the Westchester Square neighborhood. Services such as
our supplementary sanitation and graffiti removal program, have helped to make the neighborhood
more attractive to local consumers and more fruitful for merchants to operate their businesses. This
summer, however, we found that the influx of homeless and emotional disturbed persons disrupted the
operation of businesses, discouraged patrons from visiting and all around reestablished a narrative that
the Square is degradated, a perception we continue to fight daily to refute.
In an effort to sustain Westchester Square as a productive business center and assist merchants in keeping their venues safe, we have started a new Security Program. The Security Agent’s job is to call attention to individuals who may be harassing merchants and consumers, connect distressed individuals to
available social services, and call police in the event of an emergency or sighting of a violent individual.
With the help of our local officers from the 45th Prencinct, we are optimistic that we can continue to
grow our neighborhood as a center for commerce and community enjoyment.

If you have any questions or concerns about this program, please call our office at 718-597-4629.

How are we doing?...
SECURITY PROGRAM FEEDBACK
We went storefront to storefront to ask merchants how well the security program is doing here
in the Square. 72 merchants responded to this anonymous survery. Here’s what they had to say:

Very helpful, informative, respectful, and professional at all
times.

87% of merchants agreed
that additional security
benefits their business.

96% thought that having a security agent was a good way to
connect people in need to
necessary services

Whenever we called cause we
needed help, secuity always came
ASAP & comes in every once in
a while to check up on us.

99% of merchants who
commented said they’d
like to see the program
continue.

88% agreed that this was an expense
that should be included in the BID’s
budget

Fall Recap
Events and Programming

WESTCHESTER SQUARE
Executive Director’s Note

Much like the changing season, the Westchester Square neighborhood has seen a change
in our last quarter. In addition to the programs and services usually provided by the organization, the challenges faced by the neighborhood this summer has caused a shift in our priorities and goals for the furture of our district. As we continue to build on the successes of
the last year, we are proud to announce the addition of a security program. The service has
allowed us to ensure that neighborhood continues to thrive as a family destination and center of small business sustainability. We are delighted to have such a resource for the neighborhood and to continue to protect, serve and advocate on behalf of the Westchester
Square community.
I hope that you will enjoy reading about the accomplishments we’ve achieved thus far. As
the weather calms and cools, we welcome you to join us in experiencing all of the developments we have in store. Thank you to the merchants, consumers, and countless others
who contribute to the feel of our community. We hope you will enjoy this issue of Circle

the Square.
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New Businesses in the Square
Welcome to Metro UrgiCare!
This past summer we welcomed Metro UrgiCare urgent medical services and we are so
excited to have them join the business community. The WSBID was able to welcome
them alongside Assemblyman Michael Bennedetto and other Bronx leaders who lauded
the newest addition as valuable entity that will ultimately help create an even healthier
borough. The center started off their tenure with a bang, hosting a holistic care health fair
complete with music, face painting and screenings for the whole family.

Go check them out at 1434 Williamsbridge Road!
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Where’s Wes?
If you’ve come to the Square this past summer, you may have spotted our friendly District
Mascot, Wes C. Square. Spreading cheer and intrigue wherever he goes, Wes encourages
visitors to the neighborhood to get familiar with the historical significance of Westchester
Square and have a blast while doing it. Take a look at all the fun he had this summer!

Taking a group selfie at our Annual Meeting 2017

Helping us honor Sgt. Polanco (left of
Wes) and officers of the 45th Precinct.

Inviting people out
to movie night!

Raising awareness about community
composting alongside the
Dept. of Sanitation.

Keep a look out for more fromWes at
our events and around the Square!
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Events Recap
A summer we won’t soon forget...

JULY
Beach Movie Night
Continuing our Movie Nights in the Square series, the July
beach themed movie night allowed families to cool off
from the sizzling summer with mini pools, beach sand kits,
and an open hydrant. Event attendees enjoyed raffles and
freebies, as well as a screening of the Disney hit, Moana.

Bollywood in the Square
This past July we hosted the 5th Annual Bollywood in the Square, an event that showcases music,
dance and community of Bollywood and Boricua cultures. Neighborhood residents enjoyed dance
tutorials and live drumming for the day.
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AUGUST
Celebrating Elvis

Tribute artist, Gene DiNapoli put on an outstanding show, commemorating the music legacy of the
great Elvis Presley. The audience was able to enjoy a live full band, as Mr. DiNapoli strut his legendary moves on stage. Special thank you goes out to the staff of the Owen Dolen Recreational Center in
Westchester Square.

Back to School Giveaway

Our Back to School Family Fair allowed us to supply over 500 children in anticipation for the new
school year. Fair goers also got to enjoy freebies from the area’s merchants, face painting, eyescreenings
and more! Thank you to Apple Bank, Artsmith, the Bronx Children’s Museum, Catholic Charities –
HomeBase, Family of Christ Church, Metro Optics, MetroUrgiCare, the Westchester Square Arts Center, and many more who participated. We’re so happy we got to end the summer in style with you!
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SEPTEMBER

Events Recap continued...

Welcome Back Students, Fall KICKOFF

Revamping an event first launched last year, we helped the students of the Square bring in the new
school year in style with nutrious morning snacks, music and freebies from a few of the area’s merchants. Later on, the local consumers got to enjoy some outdoor seating and music during the lunch
hours of the day. Special thank you to William’s Café, NYCDOT, NYPD, ArtSmith the Lehman Campus staff their support!

Back to School Movie Night

Our September Movie Night also got us in the mood for Back to School. In addition to watching Disney’s favorite bookworm, Belle in Beauty and the Beast, attendees also got to enjoy summer games, art
‘n crafts, and a mobile Science and Literacy unit from NYCDOT’s UniProject.
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A Look Forward

Store Front Vacancies
Join the business community of Westchester Square
The following retail spaces are available for rent by the owner. If interested, please call the WSBID
office and ask for Richard Bassik for more details and landlord information.

2704 East Tremont Avenue
approx. 1,500 sq. ft.
Available immediately

2702A East Tremont Avenue
approx. 2,000 sq. ft
Available immediately.
Upstairs space also available.

1478 Williamsbridge Road
approx. 1,100 sq. ft
Available immediately

1422 Williamsbridge Road
approx. 450 sq. ft
Available immediately
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Upcoming Events
OCTOBER
Halloween Movie Night
Saturday, October 14th @ 6 PM
Lane Avenue btwn Benson & E. Tremont
Get into the Halloween mood! Join us for the screening of the Disney classic, Monsters, Inc. Popcorn, games and music to start—
movie starts at 7!

Halloween in the Square
Tuesday, October 31st
Lane Avenue btwn Benson & E. Tremont
Join us in a citywide effort to rally support for those impacted by
Hurricane Maria. See our website and follow us on Facebook for
more information on performances and items being collected.

NOVEMBER
Small Business Saturday
Saturday, November 25th
East Tremont & Williamsbridge Road intersection
Get a headstart on your holiday shopping AND support local small
businesses. Visit the Square for giveaways, freebies and an appearance from a dear friend of the Square. #shopsmall

DECEMBER
Holidays in the Square
Friday, December 8th
Owen Dolen Park
As we close in on the Holiday season, let us help you get in a merry
mood. Join us for the arrival of Santa Claus and his elves as well as
gifts for those on the nice list, hot cocoa and more.

*By your presence at these events, you consent to the use of these photos in promotional materials for the WSBID at the organization’s discretion.*
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For more information about our events and programs,
please visit our website at WSBID.org

Follow us @WSBID

Thank you to our generous Sponsors!

NYC Councilman

NYS Assemblyman

James Vacca

Michael Benedetto

