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SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
(est. 1923)

94th Church Anniversary
Historical Foundations
The Second Baptist Church of Santa Ana,
California was founded and established in the
midst of the national Industrial Revolution and
following World War I. Santa Ana was a
bustling small community that began in 1869
and became a formidable city and center of
the County of Orange in 1886.
In 1869 William Spurgeon purchased 74 acres
of land from the Yorba estate that was nothing
more than a mustard field. He purchased the
land to begin a 24 block community village that
would later become Rancho Santiago. However,
even prior to the incorporation of the city of Santa
Ana in 1886, the First Baptist Church of Santa
Ana, CA. had been formulated by members of the
abolitionist’s movement of the Northern Baptist
Convention (now known as American Baptist
Churches USA) in 1871.
The local black church movement in Los
Angeles, beginning with the founding of the First
A.M.E. Church and the Second Baptist Church
was the spiritual catalyst for the founding of the
Second Baptist Church of Santa Ana, the Second
Baptist Church of Riverside, the Second Baptist
Church of Monrovia, the Second Baptist Church of
Linda Vista (San Diego, CA); and later, the Second
Baptist Church of El Centro, CA. and Park Avenue
Baptist Church of Riverside, CA.
In as much as Orange County, Santa Ana,
CA in particular was a small community; black
families were seeking to formulate a better life
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for their families and seeking employment in agricultural fields, and
in innovative manufacturing industries, the flavor and culture of the
black community and Christian worship was a passionate necessity.
Many of these small band of faithful believers opened their homes
for Bible Study, community activism, prayer and seeking means
to highlight the spirited worship of the black culture heralded the
necessity of a fully established church. It is within this community
environment that the Second Baptist Church of Santa Ana, CA. was
formulated.

Second Baptist Church We’ve Come This Far By Faith…
January, 1923 a small band of believers (approximately 12)
had begun their religious gatherings along with the Latin American
Methodist Mission of Santa Ana, CA. located at 1800 West 8th Street.
Reverend Ferris Tisdale, an ordained Associate Minister of the Second
Baptist Church of Los Angeles, CA. and member of the Baptist Home
Mission Society of Los Angeles, was the founding pastor and minister.
Other members of the newly formulated church that were cofounders of the original church mission that later became a church
were: Ms. Julia Sullivan, Mrs. A. L. Allen, Mr. Joe Allen, Mr. Thomas
Walker, Mr. Graham Roscoe, Mr. Harry H. Spragin, and Mr. A. Gaines.
Additionally in 1924, when the newly organized church purchased
the two lots of the Fairlawn Tracts for a new housing development
from the Latin American Methodist Mission, the First Baptist Church
of Santa Ana, CA provided the initial down payment of $130.00 and
purchased new pews and a pulpit for their sister American Baptist
Church family.

Following the aftermath of the founding of Second Baptist Church
of Santa Ana, CA, Reverend Ferris E. Tisdale founded another church
in Santa Ana, CA in a house located at 1201 West Second Street and
that fellowship was called the Zion Chapel Baptist Church of Santa
Ana, CA. The Reverend A.W. Hill continued the ministry of the Second
Baptist Church under the auspices of the Western Baptist State
Convention (The Mother Convention of all black Baptist Churches in
the State California). Later, in 1927, Reverend E.L. McGriff became
the pastor.

4

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

1923
1800 block of West 8th Street

PART I

1939 Pastor Anderson resigns.

1923 Twelve members led by Julia Sullivan
met in the 1800 block of West 8th
Street to form the Second Baptist
Church of Santa Ana. Rev. F.E.
Tisdale was called as the Pastor.
Later that year, Rev. A.W. Hill became
the pastor.

1940 Rev. E.C. Thornton was elected as
Pastor. He is one of the founding
pastors and moderators of Tri
County District Association of the
Western Baptist State Convention.
The Church continues to grow
in membership and plans were
formulated to build a new building.

The church became a local mission
and fellowship for African American
believers in Orange County,
California.

1941 The old church was moved to the
back of the lot and a new building

1927 Rev. McGriff was called as Pastor and
served for four years.
1931 Rev. F.W. Cooper was called to the
pastorate.
1937 Pastor Cooper resigned. Rev. T.J.
Anderson was called as pastor.
1938 The West 8th Street property was
sold and Second Baptist Church
purchased a two-story building on
the corner of 2nd and Baker.

1941: 2nd and Baker
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was built on the corner of 2nd and
Baker. The cornerstone was laid on
May 3, 1941.
1947 Rev. E.C. Thornton died in December.
1948 April 9: Rev. I.N. Whitten was called
as Pastor. Church improvements
were made.
1950 During the decade of the 50’s Second
Baptist grew to approximately 100
persons. SBC actively participated
in the TRI-County Association.
The youth participated in the
Western Baptist Convention’s Easter
Convocations and summer camps
held at Thousand Pines, located in
the San Bernardino Mountains.
1964 Pastor Whitten resigns due to illness
in April. Eight months later, he died
in the city of Los Angeles. He was
honored later by the Western Baptist
Convention.
In May, Rev. S.Z. Henderson was
called as Pastor. During Rev.
Henderson’s ministry, new choirs
were organized, the Pastor’s Aide
was reorganized, and the second
mortgage was paid off. As the
membership grew a new church
facility was purchased at Raitt
and McFadden.

PART II
1972 SBC becomes the home of a
federally funded Head Start
child preparation program and
later a day care center under
the direction of Sister Marcella

Roberts. Child care continued at SBC
until 1984.
1973 In January the Church Fellowship
marched from the 2nd and Baker
facility to their new home at 1915 W.
McFadden Avenue, Santa Ana, CA.
Following this event, Rev. Henderson
resigned to work in the mission fields
of Panama on behalf of the American
Baptist Convention.
The Board of Deacons, along with
Rev. Boyd, Rev. Hardeman, and Rev.
Samuel Craig worked together caring
for the church family.
In November Rev. Richard Kessee,
Jr. of Mary Magdalene Baptist Church
of Los Angeles was called as the
Pastor. Under the leadership of
Pastor Kessee, an additional service
(8:00 A.M.) was added, and many
auxiliaries were organized. During his
tenure, three ministers were ordained
through the TRI-County District
Association for the work and service
in the gospel ministry; Rev. John
McReynolds, Rev. Frank Phillips, and
Rev. Paul Hurst.
1973
1915 W. Mcfadden Ave.
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1979
In November the enlargement of the
Sanctuary from 18 to 36 pews is completed
and dedicated by the Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Scott
Sr., Pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church of Los
Angeles.
1980
January: Pastor Richard Kessee resigns.
June 1st: Rev. Benjamin Carroll assumes
the Pastorate. Rev. Carroll organized
the Educational Committee, Deacon and
Deaconess classes; the Red and Sarah
Missionary Circles, and the Ten Year
Financial Drive for the Educational Fund.
Pastor Craig began his service as Director of
Christian Education.
1981
In July Rev. Carroll resigns.

PART III

1982
January: Rev. Clayton T. Kirkland is
called to the Pastorate, and assumed his
responsibility as Pastor at the 8:00 A.M.
service on Easter Sunday.
Pastor Kirkland establishes numerous
Bible study curricula and formulated Study
institutes on the Family, and Christian
Stewardship. In December, SBC Minister
Jimmy Hartwell is ordained.
1983
In July Rev. Kirkland resigns. At the
November Church meeting, Rev. John
Edward Nix-McReynolds is called as Interim
Pastor.
1984
May 12th: Rev. McReynolds is officially
elected Pastor. Rev. Craig becomes the
Assistant Pastor. Following his call to the

pastoral ministry, there are a group
prepared so serve who have been a
blessing to the SBC Ministry: Deacon &
Mrs. Johnny [Rosette] Williams, Deacon
M.C. Franklin, Deacon & Mrs. William
[Lonnie] Morris, Deacon & Mrs. James
[Ophelia] Barnett, Mother Clydie Young,
Deacon & Mrs. Hubert [Sarah] Dover,
Deacon & Mrs. Percy D. [Minnie] Burton;
Mrs. Givens, Ms. Louise Bruce; Deacon
Alex Ford Jr., Deacon & Mrs. Leo [Iva]
Barnes, Deacon & Mrs. Willie [Vera]
Hardeman, Deacon & Mrs. Marvin [Evelyn]
Hunter.
1985
Additional 16 pews are added in the
Sanctuary.
The Love Care Ministry is formed to
coordinate activities associated with;
the Pastor’s Anniversary, Appreciation
Services, Banquets, Birthday Celebration,
Christmas Fellowship and Special trips.
We are committed to working with the
congregation to provide spiritual and
financial support and assistance to Our
Pastor and first lady showing them that we
appreciate his leadership and shepherding.
1986
In February with approximately twenty
years of mortgage payments ensuing, SBC
pays off its mortgage responsibilities.
Third Sunday in March, the following are
ordained as deacons: Brothers: Les
Washington, Aedron Hardison, Mickey
Jimerson, Harvey Fielder, Ralph Grace,
Marshall Nettles, and Jessie Moore.
1989
April 25th: Second Baptist Church is a
Federal and State exempt corporation.
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SBC becomes the site of the SHARE
ministry, an outreach ministry that
enables the SBC and larger community
to have access to food at a lower cost.
The “SHARE” package is a key component
in the SBC holiday giving to seniors and
needy families.
1991
The Community Enhancement Center
is established to provide tutoring and
enrichment support to children and adults
to empower them to be more successful
academically and to be more effective in
competing in the global work environment.
1994
The Lay Members Ministry program
is re-established to initiate a number
of activities promoting fellowship and
education. It initiates the “Boys Mentoring
Program”.
1995
Rev. Steve Durrett and Rev. W.J. Sargent
are ordained by the TRI-County District
Association for the work and service in the
gospel ministry.
1996
Rev. Gary Watkins is ordained by the
District Association to the ministry. In
following years Rev. Clyde Gaines II, Rev.
Aedron Hardison, and Rev. Michael Beard
are ordained.
The Church purchases the property at
4300 Westminster, in Santa Ana to become
the future home of SBC and Abundant
Joy Christian Ministries. The property is
consecrated by groups of saints from the
congregation praying in every corner of
the property. A fellowship dinner kicks-off

at the Red Lion Inn initiating the Capital
Fund Campaign to build a new church
complex on the Westminster site, which
providentially is located between New
Hope Street and Better Way.
Under the leadership of First Lady
Evangeline McReynolds, the Christmas
Outreach Ministry greatly expanded and
SBC became a blessing to many needy
families in the community. A new ministry
grew out of this expanded commitment to
service.
At this point in time, Pastor McReynolds has
performed: 190 weddings, more than 700
baptisms, over 360 infant dedications, more
than 120 souls laid to rest, and over 5,000
hours of counseling.
We continue to see growth in our ministries:
the Christian Education Department,
our Young People’s Ministry, the ongoing
preparation and education of our ministerial
staff for ordination, the placement of
pastors in churches, the establishment
of the Abundant Joy Ministries and the
Abundant Joy Bible Institute.
New ministries are confirmed in a special
service: Lay Members, Peace and Good Will
Mission Assistance, SBC Prison, Ministry of
Evangelism and Church Outreach, Ministry
of Discipleship, SBC Youth Fellowship,
Overcomers — Life Application, and SBC
Women’s Encounter Ministry.
The Department of Christian Education
institutes a certification program for
teachers of Sunday school, Children’s
Church, and BTU.
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Brothers: Jim Bowman, James Ford, Elmer
Henderson, Lawrence Holland, Michael T.
Mumford, and Silton Thomas are ordained
as Deacons.
1997
Brothers: Darryl Best, Chester Gilchrist,
O’Neal Howard are ordained as Deacons;
Deacon James Cooper was appointed to the
Deacon Board.
The Overcomers Life Application Ministry is
formed by Deacon James Ford and Brother
Kernard Polk.
1998
Church celebrates its 75th Diamond Jubilee
Anniversary.
1999
Brother Dwayne Roberts is ordained as
Minister of Music.
2002
January 4th: Second Baptist Church
Intercessory Prayer Members held a 24hour prayer vigil on the site where our new
church would be built. At the inspiration of
Deacon Darryl Best, members wrote their
prayer verses onto small pebble stones.
January 5th: The new church site was
dedicated
January 26th: The prayer stones were
poured into the concrete foundation of the
pulpit.
July 22nd: AWANA becomes a Charter
organization of the
Second Baptist
Church, under the
leadership of

2002 - Present

4300 Westminster Ave.

Co-Commanders, Brother Larry and Sister
Jacqueline Reeves. The acronym AWANA
comes from the first letters of Approved
Workmen Are Not Ashamed, taken from 2
Timothy 2:15.
AWANA is an international, Bible-centered
children and youth ministry providing
weekly bible lessons and programs for
preschool through high school youth. Our
goal is to reach children, teenagers, and
their families, with the gospel of Christ; and
train them to serve Him.
In December the church body caravans by
auto to the newly erected edifice – 4300
Westminster Ave, Santa Ana, CA located
between A Better Way and Newhope streets.
2003
In February during the church’s 80th Church
Church Anniversary, consecrates and
dedicates its new church edifice.
A new Cornerstone is laid by the
Wiley L. Kimbrough Lodge #91
under the auspices of
Deacon Hubert Dover.
The three previously laid
church stones are positioned
under the raised Christian
Cross of Christ signifying the
ongoing ministry of hope.
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April 12th: Shadow of the Cross (SOTC)
presents its first drama production in
SBC’s Theatre of Worship. SOTC uses
all areas of the arts, music, drama, and
dance, to present our annual Passion
play featuring a new dramatic script each
year. The goal is to skillfully portray the
Passion of Jesus Christ, collectively using
our gifts to glorify God and tell the story
of His amazing grace. A cast that ranges
from 70 to a hundred members re-enact
the story of Passion Week including the
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus
cleansing the temple, the Last Supper,
the trial, crucifixion, resurrection and
appearance after His resurrection. It’s
a story of hope, love and triumph over
death written and directed by Sister
Jacqueline Reeves.
In preparation of our growing ministries,
the Deacons, Deaconesses, and Mother’s
ministry is expanded for service.
2004
In January Pastor Marv Fogleman is hired
as the church counselor.
The School of Leadership Development
Program is created to help members
develop and enhance leadership skills.
This 10 week program is facilitated by
Brother Joel Davis; 46 students graduate
and receive certificates of completion.
The Sports League Ministry, a vision of
young Brother Dion Shepard, has its first
opening ceremony, June 21st at Santa
Ana High School.

2005
December 3rd: The SBC Music Department
under the leadership of Minister Dwayne
T. Roberts records a CD titled “Rest in Me”
which receives national attention on local
and Satellite Radio.
2007
The SBC Foreign Mission’s Project is
launched with Missionary Margo Malone,
who travels the world sharing the love and
Ministry of Jesus Christ to those in need in
Africa (Burundi & Rwanda), Costa Rica and
Mexico.
2008
“The SBC Grapevine” Newsletter is created
to highlight SBC Ministry activities of
upcoming or past events. Sister Arnetta
Boulton, creator and designer of The SBC
Grapevine, prints the first edition in June.
The newsletter, which will include any
news worthy information, testimonies,
praise reports and photos, will be printed
quarterly: January, April, July, and
October. There are plans in the future for
ad space to become available for those
wishing to advertise in The Grapevine.
Raising Girls 101 [Deaconess Ministry]
begins a series of workshops which
explore the intertwined social and
emotional needs for parents as they grow
in relationship with their daughters.
2009
January 3rd: Brothers Roman Collins, Adey
Oyenuga, Larry Reeves are ordained as
deacons. Deacons Herman Peters, Orvin
Roberson, W. Frank Garrett are appointed
to the Deacon Board.
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January 27th: Faith Quilts Ministry
[Deaconess] teaches quilt making historical, traditional, and new ways.
The first phase of the Children’s Ministry
development is initiated with the opening
of the SBC Nursery for ages 6 months
through 2 years of age. Sisters Kathy
Winstead and Annie Higgins are CoDirectors. Our cradle ministry name is later
changed to Baby Steps JAMM, where babies
make their first steps toward Jesus.
February 15th: Acknowledgement of the
‘Stones Beneath My Feet’ ‘What Mean These
Stones’ plaque was installed on the pulpit
and it reads:
• January 4, 2002 – Second Baptist
Church Intercessory Prayer Members
held a 24-hour prayer vigil on this site.
At the inspiration of Deacon Darryl
Best, members wrote their prayer
verses onto small pebble stones.
• January 5, 2002 - The new church site
was dedicated
• January 26, 2002 – the prayer
stones were poured into the concrete
foundation of the pulpit.
		
April 15th: Minister Patrick Kemp is
ordained by the Tri County District
Association at St. Mark Baptist Church, San
Bernardino, CA.
		
In June, Sisters Ivett Jones and Anjanette
McBath-Price assume the leadership roles
as Co-Commanders of the SBC AWANA
Ministry. Brother and Sister Reeves become
advisors for the ministry.
In July, SBC Project Connect is formed.

This ministry represents the caring culture
and community of Second Baptist Church,
focusing on the well-being and spiritual
development of its fellowship.
		
In August, Second Baptist Church starts a
Television Ministry with visions of extending
Christian worship services to individuals
within the comfort of their own homes,
hospitals and convalescent facilities. They
can now enjoy watching and listening to
weekly sermons on Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday.
		
In August, through our partnership with
Transformation Ministries SCA, previously
known as American Baptist Church PSW, we
provide space for one of our church plants,
the Vietnamese Baptist Church. Their first
worship service was held on the first Sunday
of August.
		
August 28th: The first television episode of
the Second Baptist Church weekly program
was broadcast from the studios of Charter
Communication Network. The viewing area
encompasses over 40 different cities in the
Inland Empire, Southern California.
		
The television ministry syndicated show
is produced by Brother Samuel Boulton of
Boulton Media Productions along with SBC
Media Ministry, under the direction of Brother
Eddie Small. The SBC Media Ministry
captures the live video footage every Sunday
and then the video post-production for
broadcasting is completed at the Boulton
Media studio. The syndicated show is in
association with Second Baptist Church and
SBC Media Ministry.
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September 5th: Our annual church picnic,
held at the Irvine Regional Park, was
spirited by fierce competition between the
Deacon Families. The day was a culmination
of competitive sports, food, fun and
fellowship.		
As SBC continues to grow in meeting the
needs of our church community and the
local community, various ministries are
developed: SBC Young Adult Ministry,
Project Connect, Manna for Life Food
Distribution, SBC Counseling Services,
Children’s Ministry, and the Nursery
Ministry.
		
There are some ministry name changes
during this period: Adult Praise Team
[Remnant]; Young Adult Praise Team
[Anchored]; Signs of Praise [Unspoken
Praise]; Jr. Choir [Kingdom Kidz]; Young
Adult Dance Ministry [The Movement].
Pastor McReynolds appoints Brother Derrick
and Sister Shay Malone as Young Adult
Ministry Leaders.
2010
January 11th: The first syndicated episode
of the Second Baptist Church weekly
television program was broadcast to viewers
within the City of Orange, California from
Time Warner Communications Networks.
January 17th: Six dedication plaques from
the old church site at 1915 W. McFadden
were installed on six pews in the sanctuary:
Mother Mary Mormon, Brother Robert Allen
Sr., Sister Mattie Chapman, Mother Cora
Peterson, Sister Annie Mae Trip and Sister
Annie C. Horn.
		

January 23rd: The second phase of the
Children’s Ministry for ages 3 through
12 years of age was initiated. Through
meetings and brainstorming sessions
between Sisters Sonya Tabb and
Jacqueline Reeves, “Jesus And Me Ministry
(JAMM)” evolves. The Ministry logo was
created by Sister LaNesha Kemp. The
Children’s Ministry adopts the idea with
great enthusiasm!
		
JAMM’s goal is to equip children to walk
with God, share their faith, serve others,
and discover God’s plan for their lives.
Deacon Larry E. Reeves, Director &
Deaconess Jacqueline Y. Reeves, Assistant
Director are the facilitators of the program.
March 2nd: Raising Boys 101 [Deacon‘s
Ministry] began its series of workshops,
which explores the intertwined social and
emotional needs for parents as they grow
in relationship with their sons.

November 14th: SBC Leadership
Development

Classes 101, 102 and 103 had 64
graduating students in 2010. To date there
are approximately 200 SBC graduates.
2011
February: Sister Evangeline McReynolds
(President of SBC Minister’s Wives) had a
vision to honor, celebrate, and appreciate
the women of SBC who were 70 years and
older as they have paved the way for us
and prayed for us. She envisioned this day
to be the first Saturday of April, serving
them brunch and asking those that desired
to share words of wisdom with us. The day
is called “A Special Day for Special Women,
70+ and Sassy.”
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April 2nd: Our Beloved Pastor, Dr. John Nix
McReynolds, went home to be with our
Lord. He had been the pastor of Second
Baptist Church (SBC) since 1983. He was
a respected leader in Orange County,
throughout the state of California, and
across the country. His untimely death at
the young age of 57 was due to liver failure.
July 1st: Pastor Marv Fogleman officially
began his tenure as the interim Pastor of
Second Baptist Church. His return to Second
Baptist has proven to be spiritually uplifting
for our membership as he and his wife,
Pat, embrace the vision of SBC. They truly
embraced our focus of being “a caring and
effective ministry that honors and worships
God in Spirit and in Truth, demonstrating
the love of Jesus Christ as its tool of witness
to the community and the world.”
In July the church chose from among the
members a Pastoral Search Committee. The
committee was charged with the difficult
task of finding and presenting to the church
a viable candidate to take over as Pastor of
the Second Baptist Church.
October 5th: Five ministers receive their
minister’s license: Tony Conley, Howard
Reed, Larry Reeves, and Paul McReynolds.
November: Minister Guy Wright receives his
minister’s license.
December 19th: the SBC Music Ministry
presented Minister Dwayne Roberts with
an award for over 35 years of dedicated
service. The SBC Music Ministry and entire
church family are thankful to the Lord for
Minister Roberts’ dedication in his life’s
service unto the Lord.

The Western Baptist State Convention
honored the late Rev. Dr. John Edward Nix
McReynolds during their 2011 Annual State
Convention. Dr. McReynolds had served as
President of this prestigious organization
with national exposure and was
instrumental in many of the organization’s
accomplishments and growth. A video
tribute was presented that highlighted the
life and accomplishments of our beloved
Dr. John McReynolds.
During this year, 35 people joined the
church of which more than 20 were
candidates for baptism, along with one
infant dedication.
2012
February 19th: During the church
anniversary a pictorial wall was
installed in memory of Pastor John
McReynolds. Deacon Washington stated
the congregation will make the decision
whether or not it will be removed. Sister
Valerie Sirag was the creator of the display.
March 4th: 13 candidates for baptism – the
most we ever had in one month.
Pulpit Committee Section 11: Reports to
the congregation that after advertising with
the National Baptist Convention, Western
Baptist Convention and other forums,
over 100 applications from around the
country were received seeking the position
of the Pastor of SBC. Through a long and
arduous selection process, the committee
presented to the church as the most viable
candidate, the Reverend Ivan S. Pitts from
the New Hope Baptist Church of Danbury,
Connecticut. The church voted to accept
Reverend Pitts as the next Pastor of the
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Second Baptist Church. Reverend Pitts
accepted the offer and moved his family
from Connecticut to California in December
2012.
Year End: 24 people joined the SBC Family.
From 1/1/12 to 12/31/12, we had 24 people
join the church; 11 by Christian Experience;
2 for Restoration; 11 for Baptism.
2013
Listening, Learning and Loving.
Upon Pastor Pitts’ arrival at SBC, he started
by have small Pastor and People discussions
and then taking all of the information he
gathered to create a diverse team of members
whose responsibility it would be to create a
plan to move forward in the ministry. The
discussions began in November of 2012 and
concluded around March of 2013.
		
The church began the Small Group Bible
Studies. Small Group Studies will focus
on the study of God’s word using books
chosen by the Pastor. The Small Groups will
promote unity and fellowship among the
members.
March 10th: Brothers Rick Rogers and
Freeman Garrett are ordained as deacons.
April 26th-28th: The Second Baptist Church
of Santa Ana held Investiture/Pastoral
Installation Events and Services to install
our new pastor, Pastor Ivan S. Pitts.
A Meet and Greet with Community Leaders
was held on Friday, April 26. We had the
‘Paint Your Heart Out’ Community Outreach
Event on Saturday, April 27th.
The weekend culminated with the actual
service on Sunday, April 28th. The speaker
for the 8 am worship service was Reverend

Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D. of Chicago, IL. The
speaker for the 11:15 am worship service
was Pastor Ronderick DeShane Henry of
Los Angeles, CA. The guest speaker for the
4pm service was Reverend Doctor Raphael
G. Warnock from the Ebenezer Baptist
Church of Atlanta, Georgia. The Theme
for the Weekend was “The Watchful and
Willing Shepherd, Caring for God’s Flock.”
Scriptures: Ephesians 4:4-13, Jeremiah
3:15, 1 Peter 5:2-4.
From 1/1/13 to 12/31/13: 71 people
joined the church; 50 under Christian
Experience, 14 by Baptism, 7 by
Restoration/Reinstatement. We had 2 infant
dedications.
2014
From 1/1/14 to 12/31/14: 42 people
joined the church; 29 under Christian
Experience, 11 by Baptism, 2 by
Restoration/Reinstatement. We had 7 infant
dedications.
2015
Seeking a relationship with God, Building
each other up in love, Caring for the
greater community.
Several years ago, a former member of
Second Baptist Church, Brother John
Wilbert, bequeathed to the church, upon
his death monies to be used to further
the mission and vision of the church.
The church voted and agreed to utilize
the funds to finish the second floor, B
Building and thus create a Youth Center
and Multipurpose room as well as build
out more classrooms for the Christian
Education Department. Construction began
in the Summer of 2015. The planned
dedication and grand opening of the Youth
Center would take place in January 2016.
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From 1/1/15 to 12/31/15: 45 people joined
the church; 36 under Christian Experience, 7
by Baptism, 2 by Restoration/Reinstatement.
We had 6 infant dedications.
2016
Sharing, Building and Caring
On the weekend of January 23, 24 and
25, we celebrated the Grand Opening and
Dedication of the new Multi-purpose Room
and Youth Center. There was a Kid’s Night
event; A Youth Carnival-style pre-party
followed by a short program of music and
comedy; a ribbon cutting and dedication.
On April 29, Minister Larry Reeves is
ordained into the Gospel Ministry.
In June of this year, at the request of Pastor
Tommy Stewart and after much prayer
and soul searching, the REACH Community
Church of Lake Forest, California, united
with the Second Baptist Church. Now we are
one church with two locations. Minister Larry
Reeves serves as the Campus Pastor at the
Lake Forest location.
In the Spring of this year, the church began
work on SBC 100, out church’s Centennial.
We began to work to determine what we
wanted the church to look like in the future.
We hired the Malphurs Consulting Group
who gave us insight into how to make
the necessary adjustments to ensure the
Second Baptist Church would continue to be
a beacon of light in the years to come.
A select group of members, called the
Strategic Leadership Team (SLT) worked
closely with the Malphurs Group to come up
with strategies for the future. The SLT met
monthly and developed Mission/Vision plans
for the church. The work they did was a
great success.

From 1/1/16 to 12/31/16: 47 people
joined the church; 36 under Christian
Experience, 15 by Baptism, 2 by
Restoration/Reinstatement. We had 5 infant
dedications.
2017
In June the Deacon Board Ministry selects:
Brother Byron Culp, Brother Tim Deculit,
Brother John Jones, Brother Frank Johnson
and Brother Timothy Shorts to begin
training as deacons. A Deacon Ordination
Service will be scheduled early in 2018.
In October the congregation votes on
upgrading the North Campus, the Santa
Ana location. The upgrades will be done
in multiple phases. The first phase is
scheduled to begin late January 2018,
which will include; expansion of the pulpit
area, lighting, restrooms and the general
conference room.
In November Robert (Bob) Chichester is
hired as Executive Director of Operations
and Business Affairs. He is responsible
for overseeing the day-to-day church
operations including managing the church
administration, human resources, facilities,
technology, finance, contracts, grants,
and key partnerships. Along with the
Senior Pastor, he assists with leadership of
ministries and programs with an emphasis
on organizational effectiveness.
In this year we have added to our Church
Family a total of 40 New Members. Of that
number 10 for Baptism; 27 under Christian
Experience; 3 Under Restoration. 7 Infant/
Child Dedications.

15

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

SBC Community Mission Services
SBC Community Mission Services
Corporation, Inc. (CMS),)
is a Federal and State tax exempt non-profit
corporation, formally established in 2007, that
provides community outreach services to the
underserved and at-risk individuals and families
in Orange County to improve their lives. CMS
is composed of several programs that, as a
collaborative unit, offer multifaceted services
designed to enhance individuals’ lives by giving
them essential tools to help themselves. CMS
programs are intended to educate, enhance
and encourage individuals and families in their
efforts to gain and retain self-sufficiency. CMS’s
services are offered cost-free or at negligible
costs to its recipients and are provided by a
team of qualified individuals who offer their
services without fees.
		
College Bound, is a support program that
provides guidance for students as they research
college availability and suitability for their
interests, guidance in pursuing inancial aid
through governmental and private programs.
The program entails preparing students
for college admission process, including
standardized high school exit examination and
ACT and SAT test preparation. The program
is also designed to empower parents by
giving them the necessary tools to develop an
educational plan for their children’s success
from elementary school through college.
Program Coordinator: Ms. Jessie Allen
Health Awareness, provides individuals
and families with the tools to live healthy
through nutrition and exercise, as well as
the importance of seeking medical care and
early detection of diseases such as high
blood pressure and diabetes. This program is
particularly effective in helping participants
understand the effects of obesity on a healthy
lifestyle and life expectancy.
Program Coordinators: Tracy Burns, M.D.

Peace and Goodwill offers aid and
assistance to those who are facing emergencies
or temporary loss of a basic need such as food
or clothing. This program annually provides
more than 100 families, senior citizens and
individuals holiday baskets that include food
and gifts.
Program Coordinator: Ms. Loretta Hopkins
Sports League Association (SLA) is
dedicated to raising the standard and accessibility
of services to young people in our community.
Our primary focus is to provide youth with a
sports program that will teach the fundamentals
of the game, promote sportsmanship, teamwork,
fellowship, and personal growth.
Program Coordinator: Mr. Dana Sershion
Tracey R. Young Scholarship offers
financial support to those individuals
pursuing higher education based on merit
and achievement. Students who apply to the
scholarship program are eligible to receive up to
$400.00 yearly. The program also offers merit
scholarships yearly to those with the highest
academic achievements and conduct substantive
community service while pursuing a higher
education.
Program Coordinators: Ms. Jessie Allen &
Mr. Gordon Jackson
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