Baltimore Concert Opera presents:

Massenet’s Werther
The Gist of the Story:

WHO?
Composer:
Jules Massenet
(1842– 1912)
Librettists: Édouard Blau,
Paul Milliet and Georges
Hartmann (who used the
pseudonym Henri Grémont).
It is loosely based on a novel
by Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe

Setting: Germany in the early 1780s
It is July and Werther, a melancholy young man,
falls in love with Charlotte although he knows she
is promised to another man, Albert. Though they
share a kinship, she turns him away and dutifully
marries her betrothed. Several months later,
Werther returns to the town to see her and is torn
apart by the fact that she cannot requite his love.
She sends him away for his own good, but
promises he can return for a visit. Christmas Eve,
he returns and they share a tender moment, but
the torment is too much for Werther. Saying he is
going on a journey, he requests to borrow
Albert’s pistols. In anguish, Charlotte sends them,
but she then races to Werther’s apartment. She is
too late and finds him dying from his self-inflicted
wounds. They profess their love in his last
moments and he dies in her arms.

About the composer:
Jules Massenet
Massenet was one of the most
popular French opera composers
for over 20 years in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. He was quite prolific, but
today his most well-known operatic works are
Manon and Werther. Like many prominent French
composers of the period, Massenet both attended
and later became a professor at the Paris
Conservatoire. He won the most prestigious
musical prize in France, the Prix de Rome in 1863.
He taught composition at the Conservatoire from
1878 until 1896, when he resigned after the death
of the director, Ambroise Thomas. Among his
students were Gustave Charpentier, Ernest
Chausson, Reynaldo Hahn.

Goethe and “Werther Fever”
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Say it: “Werther” = “Vair-tair”
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