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BY REV. TYSON TAYLOR

I wish that we lived in a world where
we never had to worry about evil men.
However, as we know, our world is a
broken and fallen place. We have seen
the rise of mass shootings in schools,
churches and public gatherings. We've
watched as news coverage of such evil
acts poisons and inspires the dark minds
of would-be shooters.
School and church leaders have had
to respond to this horrific acts by
considering what safety measures
can be put into place to safeguard our
people. To fail to do so in today's world
would be negligent.
Last year, a group of Elders and deacons
with backgrounds in law enforcement
began meeting to discuss furthering
security at our church. One of the unique
challenges we have is the size of our
campus and the amount of doors we
have in each building. The main building
itself has eight exterior entrances, not
including the preschool wing, which has
two. The first suggestion of this security
team was that Lakeside keep all campus
doors locked in our main building
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during worship services, except our
main sanctuary entrance. Their goal is
to ensure that any potential issue would
be met at the front door by our deacons.
Every door seen with a keypad is also
equipped with an automated lock. These
doors are computer-programmed to a
schedule. They will always open from
the inside for exiting, but will not open
from the outside when they are set to
lock.
We want you as our church family to
be mindful that on Sunday mornings
going forward, anyone coming into
the building between the hours of our
worship services (8:30 to 9:30 and 11:00
to noon) can only enter through the main
sanctuary double doors. This should not
be an inconvenience to anyone, unless
you are running late for worship. If this is
the case, may this be an encouragement
for you to come fellowship a few minutes
before service!
Remember, my friends, that our church
leaders take these precautions out of
wisdom, not fear. Lakeside stands on the
solid Rock.
"Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go."
Joshua 1:9
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This month, we celebrate one of the most important dates in our
country. Our struggle for independence from Great Britain began
in April 1775 with the initial battles of the Revolutionary War,
though few colonists actually desired complete independence at
the time. The following year on June 7, the Virginia delegate to the
HUBERT
Continental Congress, Richard Henry Lee, introduced a motion
GRAVES
calling for the colonies' independence. After debating the motion,
Congress postponed the vote on Lee's resolution but appointed a five-man committee to draft a
formal statement justifying the break with Great Britain. On July 2, the Continental Congress voted in
favor of Lee's resolution for independence, with the New York delegation abstaining initially but later
voting in favor. Then, on July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of
Independence, written primarily by Thomas Jefferson.
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The early festivities included toasts, speeches, prayers, troop reviews, fireworks, concerts, bonfires,
parades and firings of cannons and muskets. The U. S. Congress made July Fourth a federal holiday
in 1870.
Bristol, Rhode Island, celebrated Independence Day in 1777, with thirteen gunshots fired in salute,
once at morning and once again as evening fell. In 1785, Bristol began holding an Independence Day
Parade, which is the oldest continuous Independence Day celebration in the United States.
The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 6:22-23: “But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Unlike our country's freedom, which required many battles, our freedom from sin is a gift from God.
We only have to respond to His call and allow the Holy Spirit to lead us through life. It sounds simple,
but the world has many temptations and idols that are hard to discern. We all need to follow what
Rev. Taylor indicated in his recent sermon on prayer: “But when you pray, go into your room, close
the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret,
will reward you" (Matt. 6:6).
I hope everyone has a safe Independence Day celebration and remembers to pray for our country,
friends, neighbors and enemies on this July Fourth.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL | 10:00 a.m.
The Gospel Project | Ages 2+
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Church Scavenger Hunt
Wednesday, July 11

FRIDAY, JULY 20
6:00 - 10:00 PM
CHILDREN’S BUILDING
$5.00 PER CHILD

BEACH
BASH!

BRING...
dinner & a blanket
PARENTS:
Don’t forget to sign up online!

Swim Party
Wednesday, July 25

9:00 AM - Noon

9:00 AM - Noon

Pack a
Sack Lunch
& Drop Kids Off
at Church

Sign Up Online!
Drop Off at the
Stuckys'

THANK YOU

Thank you to all of the volunteers who gave of their
time, resources & gifts for VBS this year!
It would not happen without you.
Thank you, kids & parents, for your generosity...
We gave $1,129 to The Mustard Seed of Flowood!
Our "seedster" friends had a blast greeting,
singing & dancing during VBS.
(Pictured with Interim Director Kaye Stucky on Front Page)
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The month of June was BUSY! VBS, student promotions, Middle School Big Stuf,
canoeing on the Okatoma... Whew!
We have had a great first half of the summer, and we are looking forward to July.
Here are some important dates of which to be aware:
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WESTON BLAHA
Director of Youth
& Family Ministries

TUESDAYS @ NOON
(EXCEPT JULY 3)
Prayer Lunch // Fernando's
SUNDAYS @ 6:00 PM
(EXCEPT JULY 15)
Divin' In // The Nalleys

JULY 6-8
AREA 56 Beach Camp
(5th & 6th)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
@ 11:00 AM
Putt-Putt Challenge // $20.00

JULY 12-16
High School BIG STUF
(Panama City Beach)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18
@ 9:00 AM
Geyser Falls // $40.00

JULY 20-21
Youth Praise Band Trip
(Chattanooga, TN)

Friends,
Though seldom seen, there exists a ministry
at Lakeside that is vital for every worship
service. This is the technical arts ministry.
There are two primary components to this
ministry: 1) live mixing sound and 2) projection
of song lyrics, video, scripture lessons, etc.
If you are looking for a place at Lakeside to
serve, if you enjoy technology and if you are
energized by detailed, fast-paced, behind
the scenes work, I would love to have a
conversation with you about becoming a
member of the technical arts team. If you
have interest in knowing more, let’s talk. A
vast amount of experience or knowledge is
not required of you. A willingness to learn is
all you need.
The time commitment
for this ministry would
call you to regular,
but infrequent,
Sunday morning
responsibilities.
CHRIS PHILLIPS
			
Director of
Worship
Jubilate Deo!		
Chris

vickie buchanan
invites the lakeside family
to celebrate with her
at the marriage
of her daughter

Anna Grace
to

Carter Osborne
saturday, july 21, 2018
5 o'clock in the afternoon
lakeside
presbyterian church

Ministries

4

Family
Water
Wars
This summer, we have
weekend events for
everyone to get involved,
kids to adults!
Make plans to join us for one
of these outings this month...
This is a great time to
unplug, spend time with your
families and fellowship with
your church!

at Lakeside

Family Night
at the
MS Braves
Sunday, July 29
5:00 PM at the Stadium
$60.00 Includes: 4 Tickets, Kids' Wristbands with
Hot Dog & Drink, & Kids Under 13 Get to Run Bases!

SUMMER PLAYDAY

JOINT CIRCLES
I & II
TUESDAY,
JULY 10
9:30 AM
FELLOWSHIP
CENTER

Saturday, July 21
9:00 - 11:00 AM

o Wednesday, July 11
o Meet at Church at 9:45 am
o McClain Safari, General Store &
Restaurant in Brandon
o Only Cost is Lunch
o Contact Office to Sign Up!

CIRCLE III
WEDNESDAY,
JULY 11
6:30 PM
LIBRARY
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MINI MISSION TO DELTA STREETS
Friday, July 13, and Saturday, July 14, Lakeside will go up to
Greenwood, MS, to help with some building renovations at Delta
Streets Academy. This is a fantastic opportunity to get involved
with Lakeside Missions for a short commitment of one or two days.
The group will take the bus and caravan at 7:00 AM each day.
Lunch is provided both days. There are hotel rooms available for
those who want to stay overnight.
Please sign up ahead online if possible! Contact James Pullen for
details at jamespullen@bellsouth.net.
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DECADE IN BELIZE: YEAR 2.5

This October, a group of men from Lakeside will head to Belmopan, Belize,
for the second time this year! In our partnership with The Word at Work,
our group will continue reconstruction we began in the spring on a safe
house for women who have been victims of sex trafficking in Belize.
God has continued to open doors not just in our church, but throughout the EPC. First Pres
of Ocean Springs will travel to Belmopan this summer and be doing construction on this
rescue shelter as well. Our churches are working together to create a safe place in this
country while building relationships and sharing the Gospel!
So what does this mean for you?
PRAY for our team. This trip is labor-intensive, and we ask for prayers of safety and
health in our group. We also ask that you pray for relationships to continue to strengthen
as we follow Christ's call to make disciples of all nations.
PRAY about your own mission. Have you ever considered
what it would be like to step out of your comfort zone and be
the hands and feet of Jesus? Lakeside has eight and a half
more years of our ten-year commitment to Belize. Pray about
joining us. In the meantime, remember that the place between
your own two feet at any given moment... that is your mission
field.

THANK
YOU!

... to Johnny Mardis
for working on the
kitchen's hot water heater!

... and to Michael Williamson
for fixing up our coffee makers!
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