




















synchromesh cones was beyond me and
I would stick with double D clutching
where necessary. A new clutch was one
of the most expensive individual parts of
restoration.

The engine is a robust unit. The two
main bearings are mounted in a solid
cast iron crankcase and the main
problem proved to be obtaining new
shells. The crank was ground .02 inches
undersize and the bores .04 over. New
valves were easily obtained and while I
had the top of the block and the head
machined flat sealing the water gallery
was an enormous problem. The cylinder
head studs go into the water jacket but I
was eventually able to seal them with
Loctite but even torquing the head
gasket down to 45 foot-pounds would
not stop leakage. Finally I used Hematite
on the gasket as well.

With the engine and gearbox
installed I now had a rolling chassis. I
took it down to the local exhaust
specialist to make and fit a complete
exhaust system in stainless steel. [ do not
know how long I will keep the car or
whether my family will keep it, but my
experience with steel silencers was
scarred in the late 60s when every couple
of years I needed a new silencer on my
light 15 Citroen. So in 1970  had a
stainless steel exhaust system fitted. It
had a 40 year warranty which I have
been unable to claim upon as some 52
years later the exhaust is still working
well. Foolishly I fitted a steel exhaust to
the 1% car I rebuilt, a 1928 Buick and it
disgraced itself 2 or 3 years later while I
was driving our best friends daughter to
and from her wedding. Some 20 miles of
noisy agony.

The radiator had sustained serious
damage and as there was no sign of this
on the rest of the car so I suspect it was
from another car. When dismantled, I
was unable to rod the tubes as too many
were bent or broken. [ was given a
secondhand Austin A40 radiator core
and after cutting 2 inches off with an
angle grinder [ was able to fit the top
plate from the Austin 8 radiator to the
A40 core and use the original Austin 8
top and bottom tanks.

I have now rebuilt several radiators
including square tube, honeycomb, film
and modern core. The really difficult bit
is getting everything clean. With a fine
gas torch flame it is very satistying to
watch the solder slide into place.
Infuriating when I don’t get it clean

enough.

I was determined to rebuild the body
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myself. I was fortunate enough to have
good relations with the restoration
business that has done and continues
excellent work for me for many years.
Paul, Ben, and Ron at the restoration
shop advised me not to use MIG or TIG
but instead to concentrate on my Oxy
welding skills. “You will make plenty of
mistakes Nigel and MIG welding is ex-
cellent but very unforgiving and hard to
rework. You will be better off using Oxy
so you will be able to fix your mistakes
quite easily”.

How true. I already had my own
small oxyacetylene unit which is
invaluable for dismantling, reshaping or
making new pieces and annealing non-
ferrous metals and I do not have a MIG.
Ron had first worked for me on the body
of my 20hp Rolls-Royce back in the mid
-80s. Over the years [ have found and
followed the best artisans as they move
from place to place and in this case they
are all gathered together in the one work-
shop.

The basis of the car is an excellent
and rigid semi platform chassis and apart
from the doors, which are framed in
wood, it 1s all steel. I set about repairing
the rust by cutting out the offending bits
and fitting new pieces accurately before
welding them in. I replaced part of the
floor and sections of the chassis side
members where the felt had been busy.
This was all fairly straightforward. I then
made a wooden chassis and screwed the
body firmly to the replica chassis, so [
had the shapes tightly in place. I cut
sections out one and a time and made
new pieces to fit well and weld them in
one at a time so as not to lose the body
shape. I soon found it was worthwhile
to get the fit exact. This meant less heat
and distortion. Paul allowed me to use
basic body shaping tools and I was able
to make complicated pieces like the rear
body section, the body sills (3 layers
under the doors) and fit them up with
hammer dolly and a sandbag before
welding them in. All three were very
generous in instructing me and
constructively criticising my work.
When [ had finished the body, I took it
off the wooden chassis and put it back
on the car and everything lined up.

The mudguards needed minor dent
knocking, assorted holes filled in and
rust repairs on the rear ones where the
original cotton-based piping had also
housed moisture. The wooden framed
doors were sloppy in the old steel screws
had rusted and loosened. I took them out
over drilled and plugged the holes and

used heavier screws and the West
System epoxy to screw them back
together and fitted a tensioning wire
from the top inside to the bottom left
side which enabled me to twist the door-
frame to fit. I then concentrated on the
fine panel beating needed to get a bare
metal finish. I got pretty close to
perfection.

Since all the panels had been
chemically stripped and etch primed the
numerous small cosmetic rust pits were
easy to fill with the very fine U-Pol
filler. Then 2 to 3 coats of spray filler
with heavy sanding back in between
coats resulted in a finish of which I was
really proud. I am not a good spray
painter, so I sanded back most of what I
had sprayed on to get the finish.

Next I assembled the whole car in
undercoat to make sure that everything
fitted and do the best I could with panel
fit. It went together pretty well. The
doors are not a particularly good fit and I
recall the same problem with my
previous Austin 8.

That led me to return to Paul and
asked if he and Ben would apply the
final coat of colour. Paul was very
reluctant, “you understand Nigel that I
did not do the preparatory work which is
the basis of any good paint job”. He only
finally agreed because I am a long-
standing customer and I undertook to
make it clear that it was not to be an
advertisement for their work. Of course I
am delighted with the job and the Austin
cream of the time is a very lively fresh
colour resulting in a very pretty small
car.

I made and fitted new body cards
for the interior trim and plywood bases
for the cushions and squabs. The
Adelaide veteran trimmer, Phil Spencer,
then did his usual impeccable job on the
trim and the hood. I say veteran with
respect because he is the same age as me
(not disclosed).

I converted the ignition system to
12V and fitted a small Lucas generator
and regulator from a Ford 10. I
discovered that Lucas made 6 and 12V
generators with a mirror image mounting
system so they cannot be accidentally
interchanged and it did require an
ingenious mounting bracket to cope with
this difficulty. The 6V starter motor
turns the engine over with great vigour.
Very easy starting.

Paul at Vinwire made a new loom
with provision for winking lights in the
front sidelights and extra tail stop and
flashing lights on the rear. The steering
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