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Abigail, 14, one of Kekeli’s new
members.
Read her story on page 3

Greetings from Ghana
Highlights:
Model
Inclusive School

2

Kekeli’s Students

3

Prayer Camps

3

I wish you could visit Ghana and see the results of your donations. You would
sense our frustration as we meet families hiding their children away, afraid of the
stigma of having a disabled child. But you would also see their relief upon
learning that there are people who understand and will listen, that they can share
with other parents, that their children have rights. And you would see the joy on a
child’s face when he can be with other children in a school. In short, you would
see hope, and isn’t that what this season is about? We hope that you will know
much joy this season. You give us hope as you make it possible for us to continue
this work.
Thank you!

Carrie Brown

Model Inclusive School
In June, Kekeli, the Rotary Club of Ho and other benevolent organizations officially launched the proposal for
the Inclusive Model School Project. Ghana Education Service committed to provide teachers. The school will
have students with and without disabilities learning side by side with the needed extra support that will provide
them with more opportunities. The school will have teaching assistants and specialists, an inclusive curriculum,
and will explore ways of reaching out to parents and the community.
The need for change in Ghana’s public school system is unquestionable. Inclusive education is a right, but fewer
than 5% of children with disabilities in Ghana finish primary school. There are excellent examples of successful
inclusion in every region of the world, but systems still exclude our children here in Ghana, according to parents
of persons with disabilities. Children with disabilities stay home, cared for by their families, but they are invisible
because they are not counted in national statistics or often even registered at birth. Added to this problem of
persons with disabilities is the general distressing situation of education where less than half of its fourth graders
have basic reading skills and only two-thirds have acquired basic math skills. Schools in both urban and rural
areas are overcrowded, and the shortage of teachers has brought the system to a breaking point.
This year Kekeli has worked to train 42 Circuit Supervisors (CS) and Special Education Resource (SPED)
Teachers from Ho Municipal, Adaklu and Ho West Districts of Ghana Education Service (GES) about the Draft
Inclusive Education Policy. The CS and SPED officers went on to sensitize 1500 headmasters/teachers within
their schools/circuit on the Draft Inclusive Education Policy. We are starting! It may seem slow, but we are
continuing to plan, work and grow. The Model School is coming, and inclusive education will be implemented.

Deladem (right of center) with his classmates. Deladem has a developmental disability. Despite his challenges he attends a
mainstream primary school in Ho West District. His teachers have been sensitized on inclusive education but he still needs
extra support. The new curriculum in the Model School will help ensure he receives a quality education.
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Kekeli’s Students
Kekeli is currently working with 112 children and
young adults with developmental disabilities in Volta
Region. Abigail, 14, is one of our newest members.
She is a student at Agate-Akome L.A. Junior High
School in Ho West District. She often misses school
because she has epilepsy, and her teachers feel she
will be better suited to learn to be a seamstress.
Abigail's mother is very committed to both her
education and medical needs. Medication is
expensive for parents in Ghana to afford and Abigail's
parents are not exceptions. Her mother has also found
a tutor for Abigail to provide the additional support
she need. Kekeli Staff has sensitized the teachers on
her right to education and are currently looking for
support to assist her medical and educational needs.

Abigail at Agate-Akorme L.A. Junior High School

Prayer Camps
Prayer Camps are privately run by Christian institutions in Ghana. Many prayer camps have been criticized for
inhumane treatment of people with mental disabilities. Recently a Kekeli Volunteer visited two prayer camps in
Ho and identified children with developmental disabilities living at the prayer camps with their families. The
families brought the children to the prayer camps due to their belief that the disability is spiritual.
Kekeli is currently working with five children with developmental disabilities at Prayer Camps. We are now
focusing on the children's health needs and have been invited to speak about inclusion at one of the prayer camps.
Abraham, 5, has Cerebral Palsy. He and his family come from Togo. His family noticed his condition when he
was one year. He is the sixth child of his parents. Kekeli staff met him at a Prayer Camp near Ho where he is
currently living with his mother. She brought him to
the camp to receive healing from a prophet.
Kekeli staff sent him for assessment, and it was
recommended that he needs a balanced diet with three
meals a day. But his mother said she cannot afford it
due to her economical condition. Also, a special chair
has been recommended to help Abraham learn how to
sit. Furthermore his mother has been shown exercises
to help him at the prayer camp.
These are a few of the cases Kekeli has been coming
across within our operational area. Your support is key
to ensure Kekeli’s children are able to receive the
support they need to be independent in the future.
Abraham being carried by the mother at a
prayer camp
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How to Help
SEND DONATIONS TO
KEKELI INC.
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
For more information contact
PHONE:
518-465-6576

_____$1,000 Guardian Angel
_____$500 – Angel
_____$250 - Patron
_____$100 - Supporter
_____$50 - Friend
_____$25 - General Member
_____ Other
Kekeli is a 501(c)3 charity. Your donation is 100% tax deductible
Please make check payable to:

E-MAIL:
kekeliinc@gmail.com

Kekeli, Inc
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159

WEBSITE:
www.kekeli-ghana.org

Every donation makes a big difference in the lives of people in Ghana

Note cards available

Special Thanks to our Sponsors

Sets of four note cards are
available for $10 depicting
images of Ghana by Ghanaian
photography students. All
proceeds will go to Kekeli Inc.
to help support future student
projects. To order cards
contact Mary Jane Brown at
(518) 465-6576 or by email
kekeliinc@gmail.com

P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
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