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The year is ending, so it’s a good time to think about what Kekeli has
accomplished and what lies ahead. My work has focused more and more on
children with disabilities, and I am learning how the arts can be an integral
part of helping such children. You will see examples of that in this
newsletter. You will also learn that Kekeli is in the beginning stages of
developing an inclusive school. Through all of this, we are working to get
the government to recognize the needs of people with disabilities so that an
environment can be created that suits the needs of all people. Your support
has enabled us to help people in Ghana in many ways. Please continue to
support Kekeli as we start a new venture in the New Year!
Thank you!

Carrie Brown

David, a member of Abutia Self
Advocacy Group, is learning
photography with support from his
mother. David has Cerebral Palsy and
is non-verbal but he is able to use
photography to communicate with the
other group members.

Art and Social Justice
Kekeli’s art and social justice program, which includes a range of
activities in photography, visual arts and music, aims to engage
community members and motivate individuals to take action around
social issues. During our self advocacy group meetings for persons
with intellectual disabilities we use photography and video to have
them role play challenges they face in the community and that helps
lead the discussion on their rights. The inclusive music groups bring
persons with disabilities and their non-disabled peers together to learn
about diversity. We use images from local magazines to learn about
living independently. We continue to expand our art and social justice
program as we see the impact it has on the community to promote
change.
By using these methods many of the group members have shown
progress this year. Sena, from Adaklu, is now speaking at group
meetings, sharing her challenges and explaining that she now knows
she has the right to talk about her needs. Anthony, from Ho, rarely talks
but is now calling the staff and other group members by name.
Helekpe Inclusive Music Group meets every week during the school year to
practice with students from the mainstream school.
The self-advocacy group meets once a month to discuss their lives and
abilities, using pictures to learn about being independent.
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Baby Wonder
This is a story of abuse from the very beginning. A 30-year-old policeman
takes advantage of a 13-14 year old girl and she gets pregnant. She has the
baby, but the father is not around to really help care for the child. The
young mother doesn't know how to care for the child either, so a relative
takes over his care. The child shows signs of developmental delays so he
is taken to a clinic and a referral letter was written for him to see a
cardiologist and an ophthalmologist. They never take him and the father
sees that the child is an embarrassment to him, and plans to rid himself of
the boy by driving to a distant village and leaving him in the bush to die.
Luckily the baby was found and sent to the hospital in Ho where social
welfare took over the case. They named him Wonder. His mother was
found, and his father is being charged with defilement, neglect, and
attempted murder. Kekeli, with support from Tulsi Trust, has been
assisting with Wonder’s medical expenses. Wonder has congenital rubella
syndrome and needs heart surgery. He also has cataracts on both eyes and
developmental delays.

Wonder with
his mother at
the Hospital in
Ho

Roselinda and Rosemond
We met Rosemond and Roselinda at a community meeting a few years
ago. They had been removed from school due to their hearing impairment
even though they have the right to attend mainstream school and receive
support. Sadly getting support is very difficult in Ghana due to the lack of
trained special education teachers. Kekeli staff contacted Ghana National
Association of the Deaf (GNAD) and we visited the Roses at home to
discuss the situation with their mother. The Roses are two of a set of
triplets, and they are seven years old. This year Kekeli staff sent them for
assessment and they were admitted to the Volta School for the Deaf, a
boarding school. We did not want to send them to boarding school but
there are few opportunities in the mainstream school with no support
persons available for children with hearing impairments. They are now in
their first term at boarding school and are doing well. Kekeli is advocating
for the training of more resource persons.

Model Inclusive School
Kekeli Foundation with support from Rotary
Club of Norwich, UK has a long-term goal of
establishing a model inclusive school in the Ho
Municipality that will address the many needs of
children with disabilities.
Kekeli Staff, Rotary Club of Ho, and other
stakeholders met in October to discuss Kekeli’s
proposed Model Inclusive School. We are in the
planning stage of the project, getting feedback
from the stakeholders on the proposal, the
current situation, the location of the school, etc.
We hope by the middle of next year to start
construction of a fully inclusive, child focused,
Model Inclusive School. THE FIRST IN
GHANA!
3

SEND DONATIONS TO
KEKELI INC.
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
For more information contact
PHONE:
518-465-6576
E-MAIL:
kekeliinc@gmail.com
WEBSITE:
www.kekeli-ghana.org

How to Help
_____$1,000 Guardian Angel
_____$500 – Angel
_____$250 - Patron
_____$100 - Supporter
_____$50 - Friend
_____$25 - General Member
_____ Other
Your donation is 100% tax deductible as a charitable expense.
Please make check payable to:
Kekeli, Inc
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
Every donation makes a big difference in the lives of people in Ghana

Note cards available

Sets of four note cards are
available for $10 depicting
images of Ghana by Ghanaian
photography students. All
proceeds will go to Kekeli
Inc. to help support future
student projects. To order
cards contact Mary Jane
Brown at (518) 465-6576 or
by email kekeliinc@gmail.com

KekelI
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
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