Newsletter
December
2013

Kekeli Inc./ 518-465-6576

Kekeli Inc.
News

From Girl in a Basket
to Class Prefect

Greetings from Ghana
Highlights:
Success Stories
Mawunyo

2

Selorm

2

Self-help and selfadvocacy groups

3

Freeman

3

How to Help

4

Back in the United States, you have just celebrated Thanksgiving and many are
preparing for Christmas. While we don’t celebrate a Thanksgiving holiday here
in Ghana, I am thankful for so many things that Kekeli has been able to do this
year: the “successes” that you will read about in this newsletter, the ability to hire
some part-time help (a project manager – Ford, a craft teacher - Edna), and the
renewal and increase of a grant from Disability Rights Fund. Most of all, I am
grateful for your support that has made the successes possible. I admit that this
work is often overwhelming and challenging. Yet knowing that so many of you
at home are supporting this work makes it easier. I couldn’t do it without you. I
wish all of you many blessings during this holiday season. I will celebrate quietly
but with a sense of deep gratitude for all of you. So---thank you and, as they
would say in Ewe, “fe yeye nami” (Happy New Year)!
Thank you!

Carrie Brown
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Success Stories
Mawunyo was 16 years old when Carrie, director of Kekeli, was told,
“You should go meet the girl in the basket.” Mawunyo was born with
cerebral palsy and spent most of her time sitting in a laundry basket,
because it was the only way she could sit up.
Over the last few years Kekeli staff has worked with Mawunyo, her
family, the local primary school and the community to educate them
on the rights of persons with disabilities. When Mawunyo first
received her wheelchair, she refused to use it. After 16 years in a
basket a wheelchair was not comfortable for her. She was afraid she
would fall. Now she is using her wheelchair everyday to attend school.
This was her first term in Primary 1, and she has already been made
Mawunyo’s first day of school!!!
class prefect. Since
Mawunyo
started
school, two other children with disabilities have joined the Primary 1 class.
Unfortunately. Mawunyo’s story of growing up in a basket is not
uncommon. Since we met Mawunyo, we have identified three more
children with CP who spend their days in a basket, washing basin or
bucket. We are continuing our efforts to raise awareness of the rights of
children with CP to have access to education and health care. To learn
more about Kekeli, Mawunyo, and our other children, go to our website
www.kekeli-ghana.org

Eric, six, is a child with CP
He has the right to education and heath care

We first met Selorm in 2010 at a meeting for parents of persons with intellectual
disabilities (PWID). We invited a special education officer from Ghana Education
Services to meet with children with intellectual disabilities to assess them for school.
Selorm came with his mother with the hope of attending senior high school (SHS).
Selorm is a person with cerebral palsy; he struggles with walking and writing. From 20072009 he attended Abutia Teti Junior High School and he wrote his Basic Education
Certificate Examination in 2009. Selorm’s teachers informed the examiners of his
disability and he was given extra time during the exams. But Selorm heard that the
examiners could not read his handwriting and therefore could not adequately grade his
exam. He received an aggregate 35, a failing grade. During his school days he was
recognized as a good and smart student. But since he was not given the support he
required taking the final exam, he could not successfully complete it.
Selorm’s dream was to attend SHS but when the special education officer met him, he
had already heard of Selorm’s case from the exam officers and told Selorm he should
learn to repair shoes, because he can’t attend school in his condition. That day you could
see the disappointment in Selorm’s face, but he began learning to repair shoes.
Kekeli Foundation did not let him give up on his dream. We found two new special education officers willing to assess him
and they agreed his only limitation was his writing and walking, not his intelligence. We trained Selorm on his rights and
together we met with the SHS in his community several times, and this year Selorm was granted admission into Abutia
Senior High and Technical School.
Throughout the whole process Selorm has been advocating for his rights to attend SHS. He wants people to know he is
capable of being in secondary school if he is given the support that he deserves according to the UNCRPD. There is still a
ways to go in advocating for his rights, but he has come a long way and we are very proud of him.
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Kekeli Ghana has been working with the
Special Education Unit of the Helekpe EP
Primary School since it opened in 2011. We
have run a weekly self-advocacy class as well
as training students with intellectual disabilities
in art, photography, and music. During the
launch of the Special Education Unit of
Primary School, Ghana Education Service was
to provide two special Education teachers.
Kekeli Ghana has made several attempts over
the years to follow up on their promise.
Unfortunately, GES was not able to fulfill
their commitment, until now. When school
resumed this September and no special education teacher was placed
at the school, we realized how serious the situation could become.
Stories of abuse and children leaving the school started coming to the
Director of Kekeli Ghana. We wrote a letter to the Volta Region
Director of Education outlining the current situation and the neglect
on the part of GES to the school. Within three weeks GES conducted
an investigation, and three special education teachers were placed at
the school.

Self-advocacy and parents self-help group leaders
from four communities during a training program

Educating parents, teachers and persons with intellectual disabilities
on the rights of persons with disabilities has helped in the placement
of teachers in the school. PWIDs rights were being violated; everyone
took action and Kekeli staff was ready to support. We will continue to
train PWIDs, parents, community members, education officers etc.,
on the rights of persons with disabilities in five communities and we
hope to expand our program to three new communities next year.
Self-advocates, their parents and Kekeli’s Project Manager
(right), looking at craft items they made this year.

Freeman, six, is from a small farming village. We met
Freeman a year ago when forming a parents’ group.
Freeman’s father has neglected his medical needs since he
was born. Freeman is unable to attend school due to
complications from spina bifida. Freeman’s mother tried to
help her son by getting him health insurance when he was
born. But the clinic she went to was unable to help and they
referred him to a hospital. The cost of transportation to the
hospital made it difficult for her to send Freeman. They
approached Kekeli Ghana last year for help. We have been
able to take them to Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra
for consultation with Neurosurgeon and Orthopedic
Freeman with some of his family
Surgeon. Freeman needs three surgeries: one to drain the water
on his brain which is causing pressure that can lead to brain damage, a second surgery to correct his spine, and a third to
correct his feet deformities. The surgery for his feet should make it possible for him to walk. The other surgeries will be
performed to stop further damage. The surgeries are not covered under the national health insurance. Kekeli is currently
seeking support to cover the cost of surgery on his head and spine, casts for his feet and surgery on his feet.
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SEND DONATIONS
TO
KEKELI INC.
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159
For more information
contact
PHONE:
518-465-6576
E-MAIL:
kekeliinc@gmail.com

How to Help
_____$1,000 Guardian Angel
_____$500 – Angel
_____$250 - Patron
_____$100 - Supporter
_____$50 - Friend
_____$25 - General Member
_____ Other
Your donation is 100% tax deductible as a charitable expense.
Please make check payable to:
Kekeli, Inc
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159

WEBSITE:
www.kekeli-ghana.org

Special
Thanks to
our Sponsors

Kekeli Inc.
P.O. Box 712
Slingerlands, NY 12159

Every donation makes a big difference in the lives of people in Ghana
Note cards available

Sets of four note cards are available for $10 depicting images of Ghana by Ghanaian
photography students. All proceeds will go to Kekeli Inc. to help support future student
projects. To order cards contact Mary Jane Brown at (518) 465-6576 or by email
kekeliinc@gmail.com

