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• Upon Steve Sweetland’s suggestion, this past week I watched the Disney 
Pixar film, Coco. He commended it because the movie connects directly 
with our celebration today of the great feast of All Saints. Coco also bears 
upon our observance of All Soul’s and All Hallow’s Eve (or Halloween). The 
movie Coco is set in a traditional Mexican village on the eve of All Saints. In 
Latin America, and especially in Mexican culture, this feast is traditionally 
called Día de Muertos, or the Day of the Dead. At the heart of the film, and 
at the center of this day, is a reality ~ the reality of our continuing fellowship 
and communion with those who have died and gone before us. This is why, 
in the revised Lectionary, the readings for this feast day are among those 
also designated for funerals. 

• Coco draws us into recognizing how myths, whether ancient or modern, 
powerfully present truths we already know. We find this, of course, in the 
opening chapters of Genesis.  But we also find how myths play a role in our 1

secular culture. We are enchanted by narrative, and charmed by stunning 
visual imagery. And we are touched when we are reminded by how family 
and community relationships shape us. Because these human connections 
are real in our life experience, we are moved by representations of them in 
ancient Scriptures, as well as in modern literature and the visual arts. What is 
true, has always been true. 

• And what has surely always been true, for the peoples of the world, is this: 
we do not want to be alone. We do not want to be separated from our 
families and our friends. And if either family or friends, or both, have been 
hurtful to us, we still yearn for ideal examples of them —especially when 
hopeful images of these relationships give us strength to hold our current 
experience to account. 

• So, if we don’t want to be separated from our families and friends, we also 
yearn for a connection with our heritage, with the history of our family and 
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our many forebears, as well as with our communities. Coco the movie plays 
upon this wonderful aspect of our human experience. And yet, we should 
not accept uncritically every aspect of this compelling story. For Coco 
contains a notable divergence from traditional Judaism and Christianity. The 
movie portrays —as being central to observing the Day of the Dead— a 
particular belief ~ that, if we are not remembered by others, we cease to 
exist. Yet, as faithful Christians and Jews believe, we are always known and 
remembered by God, even if our family or our community forgets us! Even if 
we cease to exist for them, we never cease to exist in God’s regard for us.  2

• This is precisely why we care for the unborn, for orphans, for widows, for the 
homeless and the marginalized. Because we know that through Jesus, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, God loves every one of them, and us. This truth has 
always marked Jews and Christians off from secular and pagan culture, 
whether the culture of Rome in the first centuries, that of the Third Reich in 
World War II, or the increasingly anti-human and anti-religious culture of 
death in which we now live. We care about life. We care about every aspect 
of what it means to be human. We not only value outstanding human 
achievement; we also value the least successful among us and the most 
marginalized. And we care about everyone, and all these things, precisely 
because we believe and know that God cares for them. 

• These themes are central to our Christian celebration of the Communion of 
Saints, which is at the heart of All Saints. Through Baptism, we are all in 
Christ, and Christ is in all of us. Therefore, we are bound to each other, both 
among the living, and with those who have gone before us. We are bound 
together in one communion and fellowship. Today, Sasha Meeks becomes a 
living part of this communion and fellowship, with her family and with us, 
through her Baptism in Christ. 
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• This communion fellowship is both natural and supernatural, an aspect of 
Christian doctrine to which the film Coco is very sensitive. Between us and 
those who are on the other side, there is merely a veil, but no real 
separation. And we have fellowship with them, just as they have fellowship 
with us. Which is why, at every Eucharist, we say or sing the familiar words of 
the Sanctus, preceded by words like these, addressed to God: “Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name…”  In every Eucharist, we join our voices with angels and with all 3

the company of heaven ~ that is, with all the faithful departed as well as with 
all the faithful physically still with us. 

• Here, we need to acknowledge an important point, about which some of us 
have sensitivity. The current climate of our culture leans away from 
embracing and dealing with our hurts. And we see a movement towards 
removing certain forms of language —from both worship and educational 
materials— language which might re-awaken dormant hurts. We know that 
references to fatherhood as well as to families can challenge those of us 
who have experienced these relationships in painful and difficult ways. 
Hence our understandable impulse to remove such language, and help 
people avoid encountering painful associations with these terms.  

• Yet, to do so can also keep us from experiencing a healing ~ a healing that 
we receive through transformed spiritual and liturgical experiences of these 
same relationships. In other words, if we have suffered from damaging 
relationships with earthly fathers and mothers, we can yet experience 
healing ~ healing by a fresh encounter with the true Fatherhood of God, and 
with the Church as the authentic Mother of our prayers. And if we have been 
wounded by our experience of dysfunctional families —and who hasn’t been
— then we can have a new experience of being part of a holy family through 
our participation in faithful worshipping communities. 
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• This, I think, is another rewarding aspect of Coco, the movie. For in it, 
members of a particular Mexican family come to experience inter-
generational healing ~ a healing they discover in new ways of seeing and 
relating to one another. To make this more concrete in our own experience, 
there is something we can do. We can listen closely to the questions and 
answers that are a part of our Baptismal liturgy today. We can prayerfully 
consider the promises that we will make to one another, and the 
accountability that we will pledge to each other. For in this liturgy, we may 
rediscover something wonderful, or discover for the first time ~ how our 
Lord continues to transform us into a profoundly healthy new family, in 
himself. We are not our own, but belong to our Lord. And if we belong to 
our Lord, then we belong to each other, in Him. 

• Here, John’s Word to the Church in Revelation brings comfort and 
encouragement. “See,” he says, “the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them…” God has overcome all separation between us, whether it is 
from our selfish conflicts, or the separation we experience from those who 
have gone before. As John tells us, “Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” Our 
hope is in the One who John saw seated on the throne. For as the Lord said, 
"Behold, I am making all things new." 
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Promotional image for the Disney Pixar animated film, Coco 
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Revelation 21:1-6a 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 

"See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them as their God; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away." 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he 
said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end." 

John 11:32-44 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and 
see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them 
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
"Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did 
I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
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Notes:
 See, for example, the narratives in Genesis 1—12.1

 See the reading from Sirach {Ecclesiasticus} (44:1-14), appointed for Morning Prayer on All Saints Day, 2

as well as Wisdom reading appointed for Morning Prayer on the feast of All Souls (Wisdom 3:1-9).

 See, for example, Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP:362.3
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