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It is fall, without a doubt and it is official. Wimberley’s United Methodist Church just received a 
huge shipment of pumpkins. The pumpkins are raised in New Mexico on a Navajo Reservation for 
Pumpkin Patch, USA which sells them only to non-profits and churches. Pumpkin  Patch employs 
over 700 Native Americans September through October. The patch is open 24 hours a day on the 
honor system. It is staffed 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 12 to 6 p.m. on Sunday 
and is open through Halloween.

Sewer system loan 
closing postponed

Conley announces 
he’ll run for judge

Creek bacteria test shows 
human, animal pollution

Barnabas director 
gets new position

County aims for more debris removal

The target date to close 
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board loan for the 
Wimberley Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and Col-
lection System has been 
pushed back after the Ex-
ecutive Administrator of 
TWDB decided to investi-
gate complaints received 

about the project.
“The (Texas Water Devel-

opment Board) Executive 
Administrator requested 
this extension to investi-
gate complaints we have re-
ceived about the project,” 
Kimberly Friesen Leggett, 
Media Relations Specialist 
for TWDB, said. 

The TWDB did not dis-
close what or how many 

Hays County Commis-
sioner Will Conley an-
nounced that he will be 
running for County Judge 
next year.

Sunday night attendees 
of the North Hays Repub-
lican Group (NHRG) re-

ceived a surprised pre-an-
nouncement by Conley, the 
guest speaker. 

“On Tuesday [October 
10] I’ll be announcing my 
intention to run for Coun-
ty Judge at Historical Hays 
County Courthouse,” Con-
ley said.

The official announce-

The initial results from 
the first Bacterial Source 
Tracking Study were re-
leased last week and did 
show at least some sewage 
related pollution, but the 
results are far from conclu-
sive. 

The first of three tests 
was made while it was rain-
ing. The next two tests will 
be during dry weather.

“Lets be cautious at look-

ing at any one sampling 
event to draw any conclu-
sions,” Nick Dornak, an 
environmental scientist 
contracted by the Meadows 
Center to oversee the proj-
ect, said. “We need to wait 
until we have all the data 
and then we will be able 
to find out if we have any 
trends that we need to focus 
on in the future.”

The bacteria counts were 
high, but that is expected 
during a rain event.

“It is also very important 

to understand that bacte-
ria concentrations tend to 
be greater and come from 
more diverse sources during 
a rain event,” an email from 
the Cypress Creek Water-
shed Protection Plan Team 
said. “This is because bac-
teria and other pollution 
is picked up and carried 
by rainfall flowing across 
the watershed and into the 
creek. In addition to bacte-
ria that might normally be 
in the creek, bacteria from 

Barnabas Connection will 
be under new leadership for 
the first time, as Executive 
Director Vicki McCuistion 
will be leaving the position 
to take a new job.

“It is with a mix of grief 
and gratitude that the Board 
of Directors announces Vic-
ki McCuistion’s departure 
as Executive Director of 
The Barnabas Connection 
October 23, 2017,” a press 
release from Barnabas 
said. “Since 2004, Vicki has 
played a critical role in the 
development and success of 
the organization, and while 

we will miss her and her in-
spiring leadership.”

McCuistion will take over 
as the Disaster Response 
Logistics Coordinator for 
the Rio Texas Conference 
of the United Methodist 
Church. She will be coordi-
nating and developing re-
sources to aid in the recov-
ery from Hurricane Harvey.

In 13 years with Barna-
bas Connection in Wimber-
ley, McCuistion has helped 
the organization grow con-
siderably from an idea into 
a nonprofit that helps local 
children and impacted hun-
dreds during the Memorial 

Hays County will be look-
ing for professionals who 
can help remove and dis-
pose of flood debris in the 
Blanco River and on private 
property along the river’s 
edge.

On Tuesday morning, the 
Hays County Commission-
ers Court unanimously ap-
proved the issuance of a re-

quest for proposals for the 
debris removal work, which 
will include removing and 
disposing of trees, limbs, 
roots, appliances, vehicles, 
building materials and oth-
er detritus left behind by 
the May 2015 flood.

“Eighty percent of our 
landscape was lost along 
the Blanco River during the 
2015 Memorial Day event,” 
Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Will Conley said, noting 

that the county has been 
working with numerous en-
tities to clear out the debris. 
Conley said so far, these 
efforts have been funded 
largely with federal dollars.

Hays County resident 
Dan Lyon questioned the 
commissioners and county 
officials about who the de-
bris belongs to once it has 
been washed downstream, 
why the county did not sell 
the downed cypress trees 

along the river and wheth-
er the county should be in-
volved in cleaning up pri-
vate property.

“I am the one, as the per-
son who pays taxes, who 
has to pay for this,” he said.

The commissioners also 
approved the selection of 
LJA Engineering, Inc., to 
provide plans, specifica-
tions and estimates for the 
Farm Road 110 overpass at 
State Highway 123.

“FM 110 has been talk-
ed about, as many of y’all 
know, for well over four 
years,” Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Debbie Gonzales In-
galsbe said. “We’re getting 
very close to all the right-of-
way acquisition and utility 
relocation, and this is just 
another part of this entire 
project. … This intersection 
has gotten extremely busy, 
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Creek...

Sewer...

the landscape is added to 
the water column.”

This testing did not show 
how much a given bacterial 
source contributed to the e 
coli levels.

“Let’s say there were 
maybe 2,000 colonies in 
the sample of those 2,000 
colonies,” Dornak said. “We 
took four randomly selected 
colonies and sourced them. 
So that is the info we have. 
So of 2,000 colonies we 
took four and did the genet-
ic testing on those four. It is 
a very small sample size of 
that particular event, but it 
gives us an idea of what are 
some of the sources.”

The first test included 
a location upstream from 

downtown and below the 
Ranch Road 12 bridge 
downtown. The test from 
the upstream location 
showed 6,400 colonies of 
bacteria formed per 100mL 
of water. The sources were 
from livestock, domestic 
animals, non-avian wildlife 
and feral hogs. The down-
stream location showed 
18,000 CFU/100mL and 
the pollutants found were 
raw sewage, cattle and feral 
hogs. 

“These results are not 
unusual – multiple sources 
of pollution were likely car-
ried into the creek by rain-
fall runoff,’ the email said. 
“Human bacteria could be 
coming from saturated aer-

obic septic systems, leaking 
tanks (rainfall can leak into 
tanks) or tanks can collect 
and release water from 
saturated substrates, as of-
ten is the case during rain 
events… Another source 
could be septic leakage di-
rectly into the creek.”

While how much a given 
source contributes to pollu-
tion can not be verified by 
this test, there are some ini-
tial takeaways.

“There was more bacte-
ria at the downstream site,” 
Dornak said. “There was 
more bacteria coming from 
downtown…

The next two events are 
base-flow (or regular flow) 
events. We expect bacte-

ria counts to be smaller, 
so when we pull three or 
four colonies we will have 
a greater representation of 
that sample. When we put 
all three samples together 
we will see if there are any 
trends. If there are, we can 
say we really need to focus 
more on wildlife or human 
contributions or whatever it 
happens to be. The idea is, 
don’t take too much from 
this sampling event. Have 
some patience and at the 
end we will try and deter-
mine a trend.”

Results from the remain-
ing samples are expected to 
be released in November 
and January.

complaints there were or 
how long they planned to 
investigate, but the loan ex-
tension is requested for 90 
days.  Leggett said that the 
extension would be consid-
ered during the October 17 
meeting, but the agenda for 
the meeting had not been 
posted online by the Wim-
berley View’s time of press. 

The initial target date to 
close the loan was Oct. 11, 
and that date was discussed 
during the Oct. 5 Wimber-
ley City Council meeting. At 
that time Mayor Mac Mc-
Cullough said that he wasn’t 

sure if that date would be 
met. Interim City Manager 
Paul Parker said during the 
meeting that after “talking 
with attorneys today, they 
said they wouldn’t be sur-
prised if (the loan closing) 
shifted days.”

“It is information be-
tween bond attorneys and 
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board,” Parker said. 
“Today, they called and 
wanted another copy of 
the Way agreement… Stuff 
like that is going back and 
forth.”

McCullough later told 

the Wimberley View that he 
thought this was a “typical 
response” and that this is a 
“non-event.”

“We knew some peo-
ple would complain,” Mc-
Cullough said. “That is not a 
problem. The project is still 
fully ready to go, and we 
don’t anticipate any prob-
lems with closing (the loan) 
and making it perform. 
There is not a problem here 
we haven’t anticipated.”

McCullough said that the 
city had requested the 90-
day extension and “knew 
(it) would need it.“ 

McCullough said he was 
confident the bidders would 
work with the city, as they 
have already extended the 
bids past the original dead-
line. 

“The bidders have shown 
a complete agreement to 
keep their bids valid and 
make it perform,” Mc-
Cullough said. “That is not 
a problem. The bidders are 
very agreeable. They want 
to do this job. They are 
looking forward to it.”

(From Page 1)
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Obituaries

Longtime Wimberley 
resident, Eldridge Eason 
(world’s greatest Dad), died 
peacefully on October 4, 
2017.  Eldridge was born 
March 2, 1927, in Silsbee, 
Texas to Tom and Palma 
Eason.  After high school 
he served in the US Navy 
during World War II.  He 
attended college on the VA 
Bill and graduated with a 
Business Administration 
Degree from Sam Houston 
State University in 1949 
and a Masters in Educa-
tion from the University 
of Houston in 1952.  He 
taught business and typing 
and drove the school bus at 
Spring Branch High School 
in Houston eventually be-
coming a Counselor, Assis-
tant Principal, Principal, 
and eventually Assistant 
Director of Personnel.   

Eldridge was married to 
the love of his life, Miriam 
Elaine McGriff, and had 
three exceptional children, 

Barbara, Ronnie and Judy.  
After a thirty-year career at 
Spring Branch ISD, he re-
tired to Wimberley, Texas 
in 1982 where he bought 
the Wimberley Exterminat-
ing Company that he oper-
ated for 10 years. He had a 
lifetime passion for garden-
ing, travel and community 
service.  He was active in 
the Wimberley Lions Club 
and was a Mason for 50+ 
years. 

Eldridge lost his wife, 
Miriam in 2005.  During his 
years as a widower he reg-
ularly lunched with a group 
of locals who called them-
selves the Romeos (Retired 
Old Men Eating Out).  He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, Tom and Palma 
Eason, sisters, Medina Faye 
Tyree and Inez Gumm.  He 
is survived by his wife Carol 
Eason, his sister, Lula Belle 
Dominy, and his children, 
Barbara Hale and husband 
David, Ronnie Eason and 
wife Sharell, and Judy He-
bert and husband Mike.  
His life was enriched by five 
above average grandchil-
dren: Marcus, Alex, Vanes-
sa, April and Daniel.

Memorial service will be 
held at Chapel in the Hills 
on October 14th at 2:00 
p.m.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions could be given to the 
Wimberley Lions Club or 
the Alzheimer’s Foundation 
of America in his honor.

Josephine “Josefina” C. 
Guerrero, a resident of Max-
well, passed away Saturday, 
October 7, 2017 at the age 
of 91. Her family will hold 
mass at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary in Martindale this 
Thursday, October 12, 2017 

at 10:00 AM. Interment will 
follow at San Juan Ceme-
tery in Reedville. For more 
information, call Thomason 
Funeral Home at (512) 847-
2226 or visit www.thom-
asonfuneralhome.com to 
sign the guest book.

Barbara Jean McMeans 
Hines, born January 11th, 
1934 near Stockdale, Texas, 
died peacefully in her home 
surrounded by loved ones 
on September 22nd, 2017. 
Her memorial service was 
held October 7th, 2017 at 

Thomason Funeral Home 
in Wimberley. For more in-
formation, call Thomason 
Funeral Home at (512) 847-
2226 or visit www.thom-
asonfuneralhome.com to 
sign the guest book.
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Conley...
ment came after the Drip-
ping Springs Century New 
time of press on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Current Hays Judge, 
Medical Doctor Bert Cobb, 
has taken a leave from the 
dais to begin treatment for 
leukemia.

Conley, first elected to 
Hays County Commission-
ers Court in 2004, and is 
often seen at the side of 
Dripping Springs Precinct 
4 Hays County Commis-
sioner Ray Whisenant. For 
the last Texas Legislative 
session, both Conley and 
Whisenant, were a com-
mon sight walking the halls 
of the legislature keeping a 
close eye on any legislation 
that affected Hays County.

During a visit to the 
2017 Leadership Dripping 
Springs Class, Conley and 
Whisenant spoke of their 
concern about state legisla-
tion that could affect Hays 
County’s water supply as 
well road infrastructure, 
and how the County Com-
missioner’s job had evolved 
into proactively interfacing 
with the legislature.

Beyond his county po-
sition, his political vitae 
states, “[Conley was elect-
ed] chair of the Capitol 
Area Council of Govern-
ments and Capitol Area 
Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization 
during the 2012-2013 term. 
Commissioner Conley is 
also serving his second 

term as chairman of the 
Capitol Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, im-
mediate past chair of the 
Greater San Marcos Part-
nership – Economic Devel-
opment Board, and serves 
on the Region L water plan-
ning group charged with 
meeting the long-term wa-
ter needs of more than two 
million Texans.”

During his visit NHRG, 
Conley primarily spoke 
about the challenges Hays 
County has in transporta-
tion, and how the county 
spearheaded a novel ap-
proach of working with 
Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT), 
and how that approach is 
now being replicated by 

other counties in Texas.
“In a way, we’re victims 

of our own success with 
so many people moving in 
seeking economic oppor-
tunity here. So, we need to 
build sound infrastructure 
in transportation and wa-
ter to maintain our vibrant 
economy,” Conley said. “It 
seems that all our trans-
portation projects have 
multiple jurisdictions, and 
while this has made plan-
ning more time consuming, 
it has made for better plans, 
more accountability, and by 
necessity more collabora-
tion—a lot more eyes. But it 
hasn’t been easy.”

(From Page 1)
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