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Far better it is to Dare mighty things… 
     I want to make every Sunday in our warm summer sanctuary worth it by letting you in on 
some of the core principles of gaining clarity on God’s invitation to purpose. The stories of 
Isaiah, Samuel, and King David will guide us as we hear how GOD’s call on our lives can 
help us dare mighty things!   
 

     Speaking of daring mighty things, we have four missions this summer. If all 135 members 
of Bell took one small step and served in ONE of these four missions scattered  
throughout the summer, our church would live its call to know, bless, and invite our 
neighbors! So pick one. Choose the Carpenter’s Project on July 9-13. Take just one day to 
bless your neighbors through the project. Or choose the Back-to-School Giveaway initiative. 
Give four hours to pass out water on June 29 - July 1 at the Arts & Crafts  
Festival or pass out backpacks on August 25th.  Or choose the YMCA Meal Program on 
Wednesday evenings from June 13 to August 15 (4:30-6pm) and dish out dinner for kids at 
Walnut Ridge. Or volunteer to serve at our Vacation Bible School (July 13-15) in the evening 
as neighborhood kids run amuck and learn that God loves them. Here’s one more to think 
about: choose to volunteer on Sunday mornings to know and bless kids K-2nd during our 
Junior Church Summer Camp. Take ONE small step this summer and join us daring mighty 
things! Most of these you can sign up for at the Hospitality Table during worship OR you can 
send an email to bellmemorial@zoominternet.net.   
 

     While we are on the topic of Sunday mornings, let me announce that the Guenther’s, who 
have been guests these last few months in worship, will from now on be a staple on our    
already talent loaded Praise Team. Barry and Nikki are very excited to be a part of Bell 
Church’s Praise Team and their two boys, David and Joshua, are feeling more at home each 
Sunday. Do welcome them when you see them in worship! Here is the sermon lineup for 
“Dare Mighty Things” series on Sundays:  
DARE MIGHTY THINGS Gaining clarity on God’s invitation to purpose  
June 3 - Advisors (1 Samuel 3:1-10) by Pastor Ray  
June 10 - Adaptation (1 Samuel 8:4-20) by Pastor Ray  
June 17 - Hope* by Ed Sutter of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh*  
 (1 Sam 15:34-16:13) 
June 24 - Giants (1 Samuel 17) by Rev. Kang Na of Westminster College  
July 1 - Worship in the Park*  
July 8 - Allies (2 Samuel 5:1-10) by Pastor Ray  
July 15 - Passion (2 Samuel 6) by Pastor Ray  
July 22 - Vision (2 Samuel 7:1-14) by Rev. Ralph Hawkins, Executive Presbyter of Shenango      
Presbytery  
July 29 - Hungers (2 Samuel 11:1-15) by Pastor Ray  
*no worship service will be held in the Bell Memorial Church building on July 1 
Worship begins at 10am starting June 3rd. If you have missed worship this Spring, we invite 
you to return.  As we gather for worship, we become more open to God’s mighty things!  
 

Grace, love, and peace.  
Pastor Ray  
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GIVING IS GROWTH 
While we had a dip in giving during the month of May, we aren’t letting this get us down. 
March and April were great months and we are encouraged overall by our church’s 
generosity and contribution to mission!  If you think of yourself as belonging to Bell, we 
encourage you to give as part of your own spiritual growth.  If every member gives just $15 
dollars more this next month, then we can continue to grow together!  Remember you can 
give online at bellmemorialpc.org/give 
 

Current Balances (May 2018) 

 

Month Giving Expenses Monthly +/- 

March $10,397 $9,915 +$482 

April   $14,834 $12,305 +$2,529 

May $9,032 $11,242 -$2,210 

Bell Checking Acct. Bell Building Acct. 

$24,412 $7,496 

2018 Ministry Strategy 

Repairing the Front Porch 
 

Repairing the front porch is a church-wide movement to recover Bell’s culture 
of warmth, hospitality, and mission. Our goal  involves every member of Bell 
enacting three vital behaviors: knowing neighbor, blessing neighbor, and  
inviting neighbor. 

The  
Hospitality  

Team 
 

(See Page 10) 
 

Front  
Porch 
Small  

Groups 
 

(See Page 9) 

Front  
Porch 
Stories 

mailto:bellmemorial@zoominternet.net


 

 

                      Hospitality 
 

Bell Hospitality Committee  
Peg Petrak, Beth Shurtz, Katie Weisz,  

Doug Shroth, Lynda Esposito, Don Hairhoger, 

Mike Kennedy  
 

   The Bell Church Hospitality Team celebrated its first six months of   

service at the end of April. The Team is grateful and humbled by how 

God has blessed this ministry to date. The month of April was especially 

memorable because of two notable highlights.  
 

   First, on Easter Sunday, we unveiled a newly decorated and upgraded 

Hospitality Table. The Team added a second table adorned with a new 

Coffee carafe, floral center pieces, a spring table cloth, and towers of mini 

muffins. All are welcome here, so please come join us before or after 

church for fellowship and refreshments all summer long! 
 

   Secondly, the surprise Pastor Appreciation Dinner proved to be what 

inter-congregational hospitality is all about. A month in the making, it was 

absolutely wonderful to witness the whole congregation pull together to 

bless our Pastor and his family with our appreciation and gratitude. Thank 

you Bell church! Extra special thanks goes to the Fellowship Team and 

Youth ministries for their specific contributions to the event. Praise God 

for this church!  
 

   Outside of these two highlights, the Hospitality Team has continued its 

letter writing, muffin runs, and meal train practices without pause. As 

usual, there are sign ups for all three efforts at the Hospitality Table, as 

well as Greeter sign up sheets. We invite you to utilize all these resources. 

With the weather heating up we may just move the Table outside!? Stay 

tuned, the Team has plenty of ideas for the upcoming months. 

 We look forward to serving and assisting you in any way possible. 

Have a blessed summer! 

Mike Kennedy 
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 The Assessment Team 
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Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, 

set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 1:1  
 

Why does Bell Church do what we do? Who is Bell Church in the 

community? What defines Bell Church? Over the past few months 

Jennifer Craig, Doug Schroth, John Stasick, Blake Steele, Mindy 

Wilson and Pastor Ray have met to try to get the answers to these 

questions. The Assessment team has been searching for the values 

behind the actions.  
 

The team has taken several approaches to finding out more about who 

we say we are. There have been open and candid conversations     

regarding "hot button" topics, feedback provided from former     

members of the congregation, and listening to feedback from those 

that attend every week. We discuss the feedback in the moment - in 

the middle of the dance floor. Then we step back and look at the   

bigger picture, the view from the balcony - What is really going on 

here? 
 

The goal of the team is to identify who we say we are versus who we 

actually are. What are the values that define Bell Memorial and drive 

the actions we take to show God's love? The task forces the team to 

share truth in love in holding environments - a place where ideas and 

thoughts can be openly expressed with the understanding that there is 

no judgment or hard feelings.  
 

It is not easy work. The team is constantly assessing itself too. The 

group is like a  thermometer, gauging the temperature of any given 

conversation. If the temperature is turned up, the team asks why or if 

there is no heat, the team asks why not. The team has been asked to 

compile a report to be reviewed at the Session Retreat in August to 

help provide missional clarity as Bell continues to move forward in 

God's ministry. 
 

 

Jennifer Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Over the next few months please think about, pray for,  

and if you feel the Holy Spirit moving you do something 

for one of our Mission Concerns. 
 

     SUDAN: an overture from the Shenango Presbytery is 

going to the General Assembly this summer.  This article 

is pressuring the U.S. government to put pressure on the 

various negative forces working in this part of the world 

to stop the violence and destruction that has been going 

on for so long there.  Please pray for the successful  

passage of this overture at the GA. and that our  

government will be a force for peace in Southern Sudan. 
 

 Haiti:  If you go to Autumn Marshall’s internet site 

www.cten.org/autumnmarshall/ you will see that she and her 

mission is in need of much prayer and financial support.  

Please pray for her mission’s success and her health. 

 

    George Petrak & The Mission Team 
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Mission 

Back to School Giveaway 
“Hope Night” Saturday, August 25th 

 

     We want to bless our neighbors for the 
good of all by giving away backpacks and 
back-to-school shopping vouchers. This is in 
partnership with the Ellwood City Salvation 

Army and Holy Redeemer Social Services.  
     We need volunteers to work a four hour shift at the Ellwood City 
Arts & Crafts festival between June 29th - July 1st or at the Hope  
Festival, August 25th.  
      Contact the church office bellmemorial@zoominternet.net. Please 
pray for the success of this outreach event. 

 

 Vacation Bible School 
Mark your calendars for July 9-13 

from 6-8pm to experience the thrill of traveling 

back to ancient Babylon with Daniel and his 

friends at Group's 2018 Holy Land Adventure. 

VBS is for Pre-K to 5th grade. We will need to 

borrow items for decorating throw rugs, pottery, baskets, (any size), old 

sheets, greenery, and pop-up tents. Anyone interested in volunteering,  

providing snacks, or donating needed items can contact Lynda Esposito 

(724-758-9747). Registration slips will be available at the Hospitality table 

and in the bulletins. Invite a friend!!!! 
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Worship in the Park 

Sunday, July 1st 
 

Prelude Music 9:45AM 

Worship 10:00AM 
Ewing Park 

Summer Worship Hours 

 Beginning Sunday, June 3rd - 10:00 Worship 

The Easter Experiment: Small Groups 

     Over a period of fifty days from Easter to Pentecost, the Easter  

Experiment Small Groups sought to build spiritual friendships within the 

church and among neighbors. This was the first step in our church wide 

initiative of what has been called "Rebuilding the Front Porch". Over the 

past fifty days eight groups with approximately 38 individuals took part. 

Each group met at least four times over the seven week period. Each group 

took time during their gatherings for every individuals to share their own 

"God Story" or journey of faith. This time of sharing stories has helped 

form closer friendships within the groups. The group leaders will meet on 

June 8th to discuss "the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly" of this experiment in 

an effort to create a plan for the next step in the initiative. Stay tuned for 

more details on step two occurring in the Fall. 
 

     I would like to personally thank everyone who participated in the Small 

Groups and especially those who volunteered to host the gatherings. Thank 

you to Louise Carroll, Mike and Lynda Esposito, Don Hairhoger, Jeannine 

Medina, Kathy Newton, George and Peggy Petrak, and Dale Weisz for 

your hospitality as you hosted your group! Also, thank you Pastor Ray for 

all the time, hard work, prayer and coffee you have devoted to planning our 

rebuilding process! 
 

Blessings, peace and love to my Bell Church Family,  

Charlene Kennedy 

We Worship Together, One God,   
and a community of believers.  

http://www.cten.org/autumnmarshall/
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Vacation Bible School 
Mark your calendars for July 9-13 

from 6-8pm to experience the thrill of traveling 

back to ancient Babylon with Daniel and his 

friends at Group's 2018 Holy Land Adventure. 

VBS is for Pre-K to 5th grade. We will need to 

borrow items for decorating throw rugs, pottery, baskets, (any size), old 

sheets, greenery, and pop-up tents. Anyone interested in volunteering,  

providing snacks, or donating needed items can contact Lynda Esposito 

(724-758-9747). Registration slips will be available at the Hospitality table 

and in the bulletins. Invite a friend!!!! 

 

Nursery  Schedule 
June Schedule 

June 3rd.  Peggy Petrak 

June 10th. Kathy Newton 

June 17th. Lynda Esposito 

June 24th. Patty Colao 

Please check the bulletin board for the schedule or to sign up for  

nursery.  See Patty Colao for questions. 

Jr. Church Schedule  

June 3 Laura Falen 

June 10 Craft Table 

June 17 Kathy Brandes 

June 24 Kathy Newton 

July 8 Carrie Young 

July 22 Sarah Partridge 

July 29 Peggy Petrak 

August 5 Patty Colao 

August 12 Katie Weisz 

August 26 Toni Kastroll 
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The Salvation Army—Ellwood City Unit 
Blessing Our Neighbors for the Good of All 

 As a way to bless our neighbors, we now have a  

Salvation Army phone: 724-691-8012.  

 

Serving the areas of Ellwood City, Fombell,  

Enon Valley, West Pittsburgh, and parts of North Sewickley Twp. 

Carpenter’s Project 
July 9th-13th. 

 

     A city-wide service project where we bless our 
neighbors by painting, pulling weeds, and doing small 
household repair.  The information and applications to 
volunteer are available at the Hospitality table.  You can 
give as little as one day to help or the entire week.  We  
encourage you to sign up and to pray for the success 
and safety for all those involved. 

Thank you to all of our Heifer Project Helpers! 
 

Thanks to all our faithful Heifer Project Helpers.  You gave us $38.00 in 
change in march.  That will furnish a family with a flock of chickens to 
help pull them from poverty to a better life.   

May God bless all of our faithful stewards. 

Holy Redeemer Ministerium Social Services Food Cupboard 

HRMSS is collecting canned vegetables, soups, tuna, paper towels &  

shampoo.   Collection bin is  located in the foyer. Contact persons for the 

food cupboard are Co-directors Cathy DeBlaso or Janice Baur 724-758-3465.  

YMCA Meal Program 
 

Wednesdays June 13– August 15th from 4:30-6:00pm.   
Bless kids at Walnut Ridge a meal and create a hospitable place   

where we can get to know them.  Volunteers needed.   
Sign-up bellmemorial@zoominternet.net 
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Children's Ministry Team 
 
 

Nursery - Patty Colao (pattyhappypatty@yaoo.com) 

Funday School - Peggy Petrak (pegpetrak@gmail.com) 

Junior Church - Laura Falen lfalen@comcast.net. 

Craft Table Coordinator - Amanda Sipes (amandasipes@gmail.com) 

 
 
Loving our Neighbors 

The children are having a great time exploring ways to love their 

neighbors! 

 On Palm Sunday the children delivered cards and  Easter baskets 
to shut-ins. 

 

 The Funday School kids collected Kleenex boxes for the teachers 
and Northside School with personal thank you cards and scripture 
attached to the boxes. 

 

 We have been discussing specific positive behaviors in order to be 
good neighbors in church (during the church service and Sunday 
School), with our families and outside of church. 

 

 
Takeoutbellchurch# is an exciting way for Funday School families to 

share Jesus and stay connected to God during summer. On May 20,      

during Funday School. we will distribute 1 pizza box per family with       

instructions for various activities to share with neighbors and each other. 

This package will include Bible coloring pages with scripture, registration 

forms for VBS to share with friends, slips for the family to take turns doing 

acts of kindness, and a Skittles prayer.  A laminated picture of Jesus is 

included in the box and families are encouraged to take pictures with    

Jesus during vacations and while having summertime fun! They can share 

pictures on social networking using takeoutbellchurch#.  

 

We are hoping to share these  

pictures in church 

in September. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Take  Out 

Bell  Church  
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Junior Church - Dive into God's Word 
We will be extending Junior Church June through    

August. “Dive into God's Word” will based on Bible  

stories which include water in the context.  

The children will experience the stories of the Bible 

“underwater”, along with fish and other sea creatures! Staying dry is  

optional! Summer Junior. Attendance will be taken and awards will be 

given for good attendance. Junior Church is for children who will be  

entering Kindergarten in the fall, through age 8yrs. Contact Laura Falen 

for questions at lfalen@comcast.net. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

6/2    Decorate for Junior Church (see Laura Falen) 

6/3    Junior Church starts: Dive into God’s Word 

6/4    Children's Ministry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

6/10    Craft Table 

6/11    VBS Helper Meeting 6:30 pm at Petrak’s 

7/8    Volunteers to decorate for VBS following Church service 

7/9-13    VBS; 6:00 - 8:00 

7/15    Craft Table 

8/19    Craft Table 

9/2          Summer Junior Church attendance awards 


