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Tallahassee, FL – The Florida House and Senate have produced budget offers that provide $0 for land 
acquisition under the extremely popular and successful Florida Forever program. This move comes after 75% 
of Florida voters in the 2014 election demanded increased funding for land conservation via Amendment One. 
 
The Florida Conservation Coalition (FCC) has advocated for a statutorily dedicated minimum allocation of 25% 
of Land Acquisition Trust Fund dollars, after debt service on existing bonds, for land acquisition projects 
through the Florida Forever program and Florida Communities Trust. It also supports substantial funding for 
the Rural and Family Lands program. For the 2017-18 fiscal year, 25% of Land Acquisition Trust Fund dollars, 
after debt service, is approximately $160 million.  
 
In response to current House and Senate budget offers, Senator Graham, Nathaniel Reed, and 
Commissioner Constantine released the following statements: 
 
“Over $800 million is projected to be in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, created by Amendment One voters, 
in the 2017-18 year. It is reprehensible that the Florida House and Senate could not find one penny for the 
very purpose of the Trust Fund in their budget.  
 
Senator Latvala and Representative Trujillo should right this wrong immediately by allocating at least $160 
million for new investments in Florida Forever priority projects and the Florida Communities Trust program. 
They should also significantly increase funding for the Rural and Family Lands program. We’re asking for less 
than one half of one percent of an $83 billion budget for land conservation. That much is the very least 
lawmakers can provide for Florida’s environment, economy, and citizens!” – Bob Graham 
 
“$0 for Florida Forever is not only unacceptable – it’s offensive. The offers show blatant disregard for the will 
of Florida voters and any desire to leave a better Florida behind for future generations.” – Nathaniel Reed 
 



 
 

“Not providing substantial funding for Florida Forever, Florida Communities Trust, and the Rural and Family 
Lands program is a disservice to present and future Florida families. We can invest in these programs while 
improving our economy; and House and Senate leaders owe it to their constituents to do so.” – Lee 
Constantine 
 
 

### 
 
 

About the Florida Conservation Coalition 
The Florida Conservation Coalition (FCC) is a coalition of 80 conservation-minded organizations and over two 
thousand individuals devoted to protecting and conserving Florida’s land, fish and wildlife, and water 
resources. The Coalition was founded in 2011, and is led by former Florida Governor and US Senator Bob 
Graham (Founder and Chairman) along with former Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Nathaniel Reed (Vice-
Chair) and former Florida Senator, Seminole County Commissioner Lee Constantine (Vice-Chair). For more 
information, visit www.wearefcc.org.  

http://www.wearefcc.org/

