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House Agree to Slash Environmental Budget & Defund 
Florida Forever 
 

For Immediate Release: May 4, 2017 

Tallahassee, FL – Legislative leaders agreed Wednesday afternoon to defund Florida Forever 
and slash the Department of Environmental Protection Budget by 20 percent (approximately 
$325 million) from last year as part of 2017 budget negotiations.  

In response, FCC Chairman, former Florida Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham said, 
“Florida legislators have made it clear that they don’t care about Florida’s environment or 
Florida voters. No one who can see over the horizon to Florida’s future should support this 
budget.”  

In 2014, Floridians overwhelmingly voted for conserving Florida’s most important lands. 75% of 
voters passed a constitutional amendment setting aside dedicated funding every year, for 
twenty years, for this purpose. For the 2017 – 2018 fiscal year those funds amount to more 
than $800 million.  

This year the Florida Conservation Coalition came together publicly in support of dedicating a 
minimum of 25 percent of Water and Land Conservation Amendment (Amendment One) 
dollars to the Florida Forever and Florida Communities Trust programs as well as increased 
funding for the Rural and Family Lands program.  

To support this goal, FCC member organizations orchestrated a massive statewide campaign 
urging citizens to contact their elected officials about the importance of funding these vital 
programs. In addition to the 4.2 million that voted “Yes” in November 2014, tens of thousands 
of Floridians wrote, called, and emailed their legislators urging them to support funding for 
Florida Forever.  

How did Senate and House leaders respond? 



 
 

They negotiated behind closed doors and agreed to ignore the people of Florida.  

 “Zero. It is inconceivable that the Legislature would deny the will of the people and not fund the 
most successful environmental program in the country. Environmental decisions should be made 
based on long-term scientific research, not short-term political priorities,” says FCC Vice-
Chairman and Seminole County Commissioner Lee Constantine.  

Incredibly, the Legislature couldn’t find one penny of the $800 million set aside by Amendment 
One for Florida Forever or Florida Communities Trust. Significant new funding was set aside for 
Everglades restoration in this year’s state budget. But equally pressing conservation needs in 
every other part of Florida were basically stiffed. 

Nathaniel Reed, FCC Vice-Chairman said, “As one of the fathers of the predecessor of Florida 
Forever, I am terribly disappointed that the will of the voters has been ignored by our elected 
legislative body. Every year that there is no funding for Florida Forever is a lost year for 
Floridians. We obviously need new leaders with a commitment to Florida’s future, which is now 
left up to the voters.”  

Combined with proposed significant federal budget cuts to environmental programs, this 
budget leaves Floridians less well-prepared to handle future environmental challenges. 

### 

The following FCC Steering Committee members endorsed the above statement: Governor Bob Graham, 
Nathaniel Reed, Commissioner Lee Constantine, Defenders of Wildlife, Florida Conservation Voters 
Education Fund, Florida Wildlife Federation, 1000 Friends of Florida, Sierra Club Florida, St. Johns 
Riverkeeper, Trust for Public Land, Craig Diamond, Gary Kuhl, Victoria Tschinkel, Estus Whitfield 

 

About the Florida Conservation Coalition 

The Florida Conservation Coalition (FCC) is a coalition of 80 conservation-minded organizations and over 
two thousand individuals devoted to protecting and conserving Florida’s land, fish and wildlife, and 
water resources. The Coalition was founded in 2011, and is led by former Florida Governor and US 
Senator Bob Graham (Founder and Chairman) along with former Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 
Nathaniel Reed (Vice-Chair) and former Florida Senator, Seminole County Commissioner Lee 
Constantine (Vice-Chair). For more information, visit www.wearefcc.org.  

http://www.wearefcc.org/

