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2019-2020 Florida Conservation Coalition position statement on 

Conservation Land Acquisition 

The recent tragedy of red tide and blue-green algae sickening our coasts should be a 

wake-up call, not just for stronger water protections, but also for conservation land 

acquisition. Acquiring new conservation lands is less expensive and more effective than 

attempting to artificially replicate the ecosystem services these lands provide after they’re 

converted to other uses. Conserved land naturally filters pollutants and allows rainwater 

to percolate into our underground aquifers. The ailing state of our rivers, springs, lakes, 

estuaries and coastal waters throughout our state indicate the urgency with which we 

must continue to protect our natural spaces.  

Expenditures to acquire new conservation lands have failed to keep pace with Florida’s 

population growth. In 2014, Florida voters amended the state constitution via the Water 

and Land Conservation Amendment for the primary purpose of restoring funding for 

acquiring conservation and recreation lands state-wide. Although many have tried, land 

conservation acquisition allocations since the passage of the Amendment have 

consistently failed to live up to the will of Floridians. While the Legislature’s 2018 

allocation of $100 million for conservation land acquisition is a positive step forward, 

there is still much work to be done. 

In the 2019-2020 session, the Legislature has the opportunity to follow the will of the 

voters to build on Florida’s rich conservation commitment by adopting legislation that 

provides for expending funding in the LATF to acquire natural areas, working farms and 

ranches, and close-to-home recreational lands through the Acquisition and Restoration 

Council’s scientifically-developed Florida Forever Priority List, the Rural and Family 

Lands Protection Program and the Florida Communities Trust. Funding existing 

programs makes good use of scientifically-driven selection criteria to ensure funds are 

invested where they can make the biggest difference throughout Florida.  

Further, the Governor should encourage Florida’s Water Management Districts to levy 

sufficient ad valorem taxes to carry out the responsibilities required of them, including 

the acquisition, management and restoration of lands important for protecting local and 

regional water quality and supply.  

If we continue to fail to fund programs to acquire new conservation lands state-wide, 

over the next 50 years, an additional five million acres of natural and working landscapes, 

and the ecosystem services they provide, will be lost to development. Land acquisition 

today mitigates threats to our water supply; protects our agricultural and tourism 

industries; preserves the habitat necessary to sustain and recover native wildlife 

populations; protects communities from flooding; and protects our quality of life. 

Conserving Florida’s natural areas and recreation lands is essential to protecting our 

environment and economy for present and future generations.  


