
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 10, 2020 
 
Dear Clergy Colleagues in Christ: 
 
May the peace of our Lord be with you and with the people and communities which you faithfully 
serve. 
 
As you are all aware, questions and concerns are being raised all around the world about the 
COVID-19 virus. Dioceses and churches alike have been garnering the wisdom available and putting 
certain safeguards in place for the health and welfare of their communities. Some areas, obviously, 
have been affected by the virus much harder then others. Just yesterday, during an online meeting 
that I had with fifty-three other bishops as part of our House of Bishops’ meeting this week, I 
learned that all the congregations in Italy have been shut down due to governmental decree. We in 
South Dakota are fortunate that there has been no case reported here as of yet, but that does not 
give us a reason or permission not to be both vigilant and proactive as the Body of Christ. 
 
In response to this situation, a COVID-19 Working Group was convened by the Very Rev. Ward 
Simpson with my consent. They began meeting last Sunday morning at Calvary Cathedral. Dean 
Simpson presented a rough draft of a set of guidelines for the group to consider which was crafted 
from statements issued previously by other Episcopal Dioceses. The group discussed the situation 
and edited the guidelines while Dean Simpson took notes. Later on Sunday, Dean Simpson 
consolidated the revisions into a new draft which was circulated to the members of the Working 
Group. On Sunday evening and Monday morning, the group sent additional feedback which was 
then incorporated into a final draft.  This draft was once again circulated to the Working Group for 
a final review. 
 
During their deliberations, the Working Group held an extended discussion around the distribution 
of Communion and the practice of intinction. It was the considered consensus of the group that 
there is no way to reduce the chance of transmission of an illness via intinction to an acceptable 
level. In a formal vote, the Working Group voted unanimously that intinction should be prohibited. 
 
Discussion then turned to the use of the Common Cup. It is the consensus of the Working Group 
that there is no need to restrict the use of the Common Cup provided that Eucharistic Ministers and 
Communicants follow proper procedures as outlined in the guidelines. The other consensus relating 
to the Common Cup is that silver or silver-plate chalices are preferred and that ceramic chalices 
should be prohibited. The silver content has been shown to provide some protection from bacteria 
and viruses and ceramic is simply too porous to allow for proper cleaning. 



 

I am most grateful to the members of the Working Group for offering their time and for sharing 
their wisdom about this matter on behalf of all of us. This was no small task and we are deeply 
appreciative for their work. The members of this group were: 
 

Convener: The Very Rev. Ward Simpson 
MDs: Dr. Bonnie Bunch, Dr. Kate Sigford, Dr. Michael Crandell*, Dr. Laura Davis Keppen 
Veterinarian: Dr. Anne Burgdorf-Moisuk  
Psychologist: Dr. Nancy Wise VanderLee  
RN (active or retired): Rita Schwab-Parcel, Mary Soukup, Georgia Albrecht 
Medical Tech: Vickie Trefz , Chuck Trefz 
Clergy: The Rev. Christina O'Hara, The Rev. Isaiah Brokenleg**, The Very Rev. Ward 
Simpson 
*Dr. Crandell was not able to be present at the meeting, but was involved in the email 
conversation that followed. 
**Before seminary the Rev. Brokenleg had 10+ years of experience as an epidemiologist. 

 
Their common sense recommendations, attached with this letter, are now to be considered the 
policy of our diocese until further notice. I ask you to share and to implement these 
recommendations immediately in your parishes and mission congregations. I also ask you to join me 
in prayer for all those who have died, have been infected, and those who are living in that awful 
zone of knowing that they have been exposed but do not yet know whether they are infected. May 
God grant us peace, further wisdom, and the courage to led by our common sense, and not by our 
fears. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Jonathan H. Folts 
XI Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota 
 



Diocese of South Dakota 
Guidelines in response to COVID-19 

Issued by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Jonathan Folts 
March 10, 2020 

These Guidelines go into effect immediately and continue in effect until further notice. 

• Attendance at worship 
o All people should be encouraged to stay at home if they are sick or feeling unwell, both 

to heal and to protect the most vulnerable from infection.  (Clergy, this applies to you 
most especially.) 

o Those who are most at risk (the elderly and those with a compromised immune system) 
should put maintenance of their own health above other considerations.  Maintaining 
your spiritual health should not compromise your physical health.  

o Congregations are strongly encouraged to make arrangements to have communion taken 
regularly to those who cannot attend services. 

• Communion Guidelines 
o Because of the higher alcohol content, fortified wines are preferred over low alcohol 

wines or non-alcoholic alternatives.  The higher alcohol content provides additional 
protection. 

o Silver or silver-plated chalices are preferred over those made from other materials.  The 
silver also provides additional protection. 

o Because of their porous nature, ceramic chalices are not to be used. 
o Please remember that consuming the bread only is still considered full communion with 

Christ. 
o Intinction (the practice of receiving by dipping the bread/wafer in the chalice) is 

prohibited in the diocese. 
o Communicants should never touch the bowl of the chalice with their hands.  To help 

guide the chalice to your mouth, please hold it at the base and/or stem. 
o Eucharistic Ministers should know and follow proper procedures for administering the 

common cup: 
§ Use a different portion of the purificator to wipe the rim of the chalice after each 

communicant receives 
§ Take your time to properly wipe both the inside and outside rim after each 

communicant receives 
§ Turn the chalice after wiping the rim 

o Purificators and all communion vessels should be washed with hot soapy water before 
reuse at another service 

• Handwashing and Sanitization 
o Wash your hands often and follow posted handwashing guidelines (20 seconds using soap 

and water). 
o Hand washing is more effective than hand sanitizer, but hand sanitizer should be used if 

hand washing is not available or convenient. 



o Hand sanitizer should be available at or near all entrances to church buildings, the 
worship space, and in multiple other locations around the church. 

o Everyone should wash their hands or use the sanitizer before entering the worship space. 
o All clergy and other communion ministers should use hand sanitizer before presiding at 

the altar or administering communion and this should be done in the sight of the 
congregation. 

o All those who administer communion should wash their hands thoroughly after the 
liturgy. 

• General Guidelines 
o At the Peace, please consider alternatives to handshaking.  A nod, a wave, an elbow 

bump, a bow, or a touch of one’s hand to one’s heart are among the many ways we can 
acknowledge Christ in one another. 

o All congregations should display posters encouraging and instructing people on proper 
hand washing.  (See below for a link to one source for these posters.)  

o Holy Water stoups should be emptied and covered or removed until otherwise notified. 
Baptismal Fonts should be empty of Holy Water until otherwise notified. Water used for 
Baptism should be removed from the font following the end of the service. The risk of 
contamination through shared standing water cannot be reduced to an acceptable level.  
Congregations are encouraged to make Holy Water available to individuals as needed. 

o Please be aware that the risk of transmission is greater through general person-to-person 
contact than any risk related to Communion or the passing of the Peace.  Congregations 
should be aware of and follow best practices for coffee hour, shared meals, potlucks, and 
other church related fellowship events. 

o The CDC Guidelines should be reviewed and followed. 
• Useful links: 

o General information on COVID-19 
§ http://cdc.gov/COVID-19 

o Handwashing posters from CDC 
§ cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html 

o COVID-19 guidance and recommendations for community and faith-based organizations 
§ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html  

o Episcopal Relief and Development “Faith Based Response to Epidemics” 
§ https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-

response-to-epidemics/ 




