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SPANISH REQUISITION
A fresh take on Spanish 
Colonial architecture provides 
the ideal backdrop for the 
elegant interiors of a residence 
in Santa Monica Canyon.

Written by Caren Kurlander 
Photography by James Ray Spahn
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FAMILY STYLE
Clean lines and timeless 
furnishings come together in a 
light and airy Manhattan Beach 
house that perfectly suits its 
multi-generational clan.

Written by Lisa Selin Davis 
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DOWN TO EARTH
A Solana Beach couple takes 
an environmentally sensitive 
approach to design to create 
an invitingly stylish and 
sustainable kid-friendly home.

Written by Kimberly Olson 
Photography by Chipper Hatter
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FOLLOW THROUGH
An unrealized Newport Beach 
abode offers one young family  
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to orchestrate a tailor-made 
contemporary domain. 

Written by Joanne Furio 
Photography by Karyn Millet

ON THE COVER
A view from the great 
room of this Manhattan 
Beach residence looks 
out onto a quiet courtyard, 
one of many serene 
spaces conceived by 
designer Chris Barrett 
and architect Grant 
Kirkpatrick. Page 192
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2 2 2   L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N  

I N D E X  |  F A M I L Y  S T Y L E

CHAIRS
Custom by designer
Chris Barrett 
Design
Santa Monica, CA
310.829.6291

FIREPLACES
Isokern
Earthcore 
Industries, Inc.
Camarillo, CA
805.484.7350

3 DRAPERY 
FABRICATION
Preferred Window 
Coverings
Van Nuys, CA
818.783.9100

52 4 COFFEE TABLES
Custom by designer
Chris Barrett 
Design
Santa Monica, CA
310.829.6291 

CHANDELIER
Paul Ferrante, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA
323.653.4142

1

ROOF
Action Roofing
Torrance, CA
310.326.5678

SOLAR PANELS
Verengo Solar
Torrance, CA
877.403.3479

STONEWORK
SMG Stone 
Company, Inc.
Sun Valley, CA
818.767.0000

STUCCO
Richartz 
Plastering, Inc.
Hawthorne, CA
310.679.0811

WOODWORK
Silverstrand, Inc.
Chatsworth, CA
818.701.9707

APPLIANCES
Gaggenau, Miele 
& Sub-Zero
Ferguson 
Redondo Beach, CA
310.219.7200

ARCHITECTURE 
KAA Design
Los Angeles, CA
310.821.1400

CABINET 
HARDWARE
Rocky Mountain 
Hardware
Hailey, ID
888.788.2013

CABINETRY
Basile Cabinets, Inc.
Van Nuys, CA
818.786.0350

COUNTERTOPS
UGMC Stone
Santa Fe Springs, CA
888.693.8886 

DINING ROOM 
ARTWORK
Luc Leestemaker
Lendrum Fine Art
Los Angeles, CA
323.933.5550

DINING ROOM 
CHAIRS
Gregorius | Pineo
Kneedler-Fauchère
Los Angeles, CA
310.855.1313

DINING ROOM 
RUG
Kerry Joyce
Mansour Modern
Los Angeles, CA
310.652.1121

GUEST 
BEDROOM BED
Anthropologie
Los Angeles, CA
323.934.8433

GUEST BEDROOM 
LAMPS
Williams-Sonoma
Glendale, CA
818.241.0154

GUEST BEDROOM 
NIGHTSTANDS
Baker
Los Angeles, CA
310.652.7252

GUEST BEDROOM 
RUG
Decorative Carpets, Inc.
West Hollywood, CA
310.859.6333

HOME 
AUTOMATION 
DSI Entertainment 
Systems, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA
818.785.4440

HOME BUILDER 
Nelson Daniels, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA
310.476.8520

INTERIOR DESIGN 
Chris Barrett Design
Santa Monica, CA
310.829.6291

KITCHEN FAUCET
Dornbracht
Reback’s Plumbing 
N’ Things, Inc.
Gardena, CA
323.321.1142

KITCHEN LIGHT 
PENDANTS
South of Market
Atlanta, GA
404.995.9399

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE
KAA Design
Los Angeles, CA
310.821.1400

LANDSCAPE 
INSTALLATION 
Pierre Landscaping
Van Nuys, CA
818.373.0023

LIBRARY FLOOR 
LAMP
Axis Mundi
Ochre
New York, NY
212.414.4332

LIVING ROOM 
LAMP
H.D. Buttercup
Los Angeles, CA
310.558.8900

LIVING ROOM RUG
Samuel’s Rug Gallery
West Hollywood, CA
310.657.3666

METALWORK
Eurocraft 
Architectural Metal
Bell Gardens, CA
323.771.1323

MILLWORK
Basile Cabinets, Inc.
Van Nuys, CA
818.786.0350

OUTDOOR CHAIRS
Restoration Hardware
Los Angeles, CA
310.360.9651

OUTDOOR TABLE
Inner Gardens, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA
310.838.8378

POWDER ROOM 
FAUCET
Waterworks
West Hollywood, CA
310.289.5211

POWDER ROOM 
MIRROR
Lucca Antiques
Los Angeles, CA
310.657.7800

POWDER ROOM 
SINK
Boffi
Santa Monica, CA
310.458.9300

POWDER ROOM 
WALL TILE   
Ann Sacks
Los Angeles, CA
310.273.0700

2

1

4

ARCHITECTURE  KAA Design 

HOME BUILDER  Nelson Daniels, Inc.

INTERIOR DESIGN  Chris Barrett Design

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  KAA Design

5
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L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N   1 9 3

W R I T T E N B Y  LISA SELIN DAVIS   |   P H O T O G R A P H Y B Y  KARYN MILLET

family style.
AN EMPTY NEST OFTEN MEANS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DOWNSIZE, 

B U T  O N E  M A N H AT TA N B E AC H CO U P L E  C H O S E  TO  TA K E 

A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT TACK. “We decided to build our 

dream house after the kids grew up,” says the wife. “They have 

a large and growing extended family,” explains interior designer  

Chris Barrett of her clients, “and they wanted to build a house that was 

more responsive to their needs right now.”

A new house, yes, but in the same much-loved spot where they had 

lived for 26 years. So the couple carefully deconstructed their shingled 

two-story home (donating any reusable materials to nonprofit groups) 

and incorporated the empty lot next door, which they previously used 

as a yard, to build a thoughtfully designed new structure. �is “vertical 

village,” as architect Grant Kirkpatrick calls it, would expand to host 

visiting family and shrink back when the homeowners were alone. 

 INTERIOR DESIGN Chris Barrett, Chris Barrett Design

 ARCHITECTURE Grant Kirkpatrick, KAA Design

 HOME BUILDER Shawn Nelson, Nelson Daniels, Inc.

 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Jerry Williams, KAA Design 

 BEDROOMS 5  BATHROOMS 7
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1 9 4   L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N  

A single expanse with a combined kitchen, dining and family room 

makes up the main floor. “It’s really all one big giant great room,” says 

Barrett. On the second level, the owners occupy a large master suite 

with a library and an office. �e two areas are connected by a steel bridge, 

an element inspired by Japanese teahouse design. “�e experience of 

walking across transitions you from a structured environment to one 

that’s more relaxed,” explains Kirkpatrick.

When family members come to call, they utilize the lower level of the 

house—which contains a gym, a game room and a guest suite—and 

the third floor, which holds a trio of suites. �ese were designed primarily 

for the children and grandchildren (six so far), but also consider the 

couple’s own parents, who may one day take up permanent residence. 

“�e home has the potential to comfortably house all four generations 

at once,” says builder Shawn Nelson.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 9 3

SERENITY WOW
In the master suite library, custom 
built-ins by Chris Barrett Design 
join the firm’s custom couches and 
midcentury modern-influenced 
tables. The white shag rug is by 
Niba Rug Collections, and the floor 
lamp is by Axis Mundi.
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DOUBLE HAPPINESS
A balcony over the great 
room allows the homeowners 
to peer out from their private 
space above. The seating, 
bookshelf and coffee tables 
are custom by interior  
designer Chris Barrett.
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WHOLE GRAIN
The home’s interiors palette 
reflects the shifting shades  
of sand. In the dining room, 
Gregorius | Pineo chairs flank 
a table of Barrett’s design. 
The Kerry Joyce Madera rug 
is from Mansour Modern.
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L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N   1 9 7

�e areas outside the L-shaped house, which hovers around a courtyard 

with a pool and an outdoor fireplace, read California contemporary with a 

layer of warmth. “We added flashes of green, like containers of fishhook 

plants and yucca, both for the view and to provide a little privacy,” says 

Jerry Williams, a landscape architect formerly with KAA Design and 

now with EPT Design. 

An indoor-outdoor experience was paramount, and throughout every 

space, natural light was maximized wherever possible with clerestory 

windows and sliding glass doors. In keeping with the homeowners’ 

sustainability goals, windows are covered with scrims that filter light 

and reduce the need for air conditioning. Maximizing daylighting and 

limiting the need for electric lighting were also part of the homeowners’ 

earth-friendly approach: �e house is a paragon of green building, 

with 72 photovoltaic solar panels and geothermal heating that creates 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 9 4

OFF THE MENU
Contemporary meets homey in the 
kitchen, with sleek custom cabinetry and 
a custom table for informal dining, both 
from Chris Barrett Design. The antique 
lighting fixtures were found online at 
South of Market, and the dining side 
chairs are by Gregorius | Pineo.
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1 9 8   L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N  

GOLD METAL
Gray and gold accent a powder room 
with a glass mosaic backsplash and 
a marble countertop, both by Ann 
Sacks. The mirror is a find from 
Lucca Antiques. The pendant light  
is by Alison Berger Glassworks.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 9 7

more energy than it uses. “�e house maintains a huge environmental 

agenda,” says Kirkpatrick. “Yet, at its core, it lives quite simply: All the 

systems are zoned to operate just for the floors being used.” 

�e systems may be futuristic, but the look is more subdued. “She 

wanted something that was Hamptons-traditional; the husband wanted 

something more modern,” says Barrett. So, a palette of neutral colors 

interrupted by pops of raspberry evokes sandy shores, while rooms 

painted in dreamy hues of blue and green recall the ocean at different 

times of day. 
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GUEST SWEET
Barrett took a more romantic approach in this 
guest bedroom, thanks to an Italian canopy bed 
from Anthropologie. The bedside table is from 
Baker; the lamps are from Williams-Sonoma. 
The area rug, made of natural hemp, comes 
from Decorative Carpets. 
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MURKY WATER
The house was designed to blur the lines 
between indoors and out. Here, Restoration 
Hardware lounge chairs surround a fireplace 
in an outdoor conversation area that lies 
between the formal dining room and the pool. 
The coffee table was found at Inner Gardens. 
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L U X E  I N T E R I O R S  +  D E S I G N   2 0 1

To fill the rooms, the couple—who kept almost nothing from their 

old house—gave Barrett and her project manager, Jenika Kurtz, the 

green light to scour both coasts for a mixture of retro, vintage and 

new furnishings ranging from Anthropologie to antiques. “Our biggest 

challenge was integrating a patinated feeling that would give the rooms 

warmth, yet still keep everything fresh and chic,” says the designer. 

And that chicness will age gracefully along with the house. �e one 

word bandied about the most during the project: timeless. Indeed, it is 

the clients’ hope that their children, as well as their grandchildren, will 

someday live here themselves. “�ey want this house to stay in their 

family,” says Nelson. “Forever.” L

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 9 8

PRIVATE COMPANY
In a guest sitting room, a cabinet 
and tables by Chris Barrett Design 
converse with a Mindora sofa by 
Kerry Joyce, a pair of armchairs 
by A. Rudin, and a Moroccan 
leather pouf by Serena & Lily.  
The table lamp is by Gibson.
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Nelson Daniels Construction
makes building your

dream home as enjoyable
as living in it.

Contact us for a
consultation regarding
a new building project, 

remodeling, or renovation.

310-487-5869

www.nelsondaniels.com
shawn@nelsondaniels.com

C a  L i c e n s e  # 8 2 5 0 1 2

A r c h i t e c t u r e  b y  K A A  D e s i g n  G r o u p
I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n  b y  C h r i s  B a r r e t t  D e s i g n

P h o t o g r a p h y  b y  F a r s h i d  A s s a s s i

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  M a n h a t t a n  B e a c h ,  S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  M o n t e r e y  P e n i n s u l a
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