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Dear UGA Alumni Board Members,
If you want a model for the University of Georgia’s essential mission “to teach, to serve, and to
inquire into the nature of things,” look no further than its graduate students. They serve in many
roles – students, yes, but also teachers, researchers, mentors, care-givers, parents, volunteers,
and role models. By supporting graduate education, we not only support these students; we
support the work they do.
This year, our graduate students have changed thousands of lives through innovative programs
like the STEM Outreach Program, which connects students at public Title I schools with
accomplished and passionate graduate student mentors. Their teaching and mentorship has
enhanced undergraduate education through experiential learning experiences that equip students
with skills that simply cannot be learned in the classroom. Their research has yielded critical
new insights on drought-resistant crops, innovative techniques for producing “smart” plastics,
highly effective interventions for struggling readers, a paradigm shift in how we diagnose and
treat mental disorders, groundbreaking methods for mapping and stemming the spread of
disease, and incredible advancements in prenatal care in developing countries.
There is a line that stuck out to me above all others in the Commit to Georgia campaign
materials: “May we be known for completing Phase I with excellence/before our masterplans
that were written to outlive us.” What a powerful idea – that we are together writing a plan that
will illuminate lives in a world we will not live to see.
There is no better place from which to illuminate the world than from the classrooms, the halls,
and the labs at the University of Georgia. Thank you for your support of the University of
Georgia, and your support of its graduate students, who enable and embody so much of what
makes us great, and what over the next decade – and the many decades to come – will make us
even greater.

Warmest Regards,
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