JUNE/JULY

2018

Dear Friends,
Although the official date of summer (June 21) is not yet here, as the duck test goes ( If it looks like a duck,
swims like a duck, …it must be a duck), so we can say: if it looks like summer, smells like summer, feels like
summer, it must be summer! With summer comes fun activities: picnics, pools, and vacations! At the
church, it is also time for fun activities: Day Camp, Mission trips, special music and worship in Fellowship
Hall (begins July 1 through September 2 at 10:00 AM).
One of my favorite things to do in the summer is to plant a garden. Last year, we had good luck growing
tomatoes, zucchini, peppers, basil and rosemary. This year, we may add a few more plants. As we harvest
the fruit of our labors, and cut them up for dinner, we love to say the refrain: “We are livin’ off the land!”
I liked what Audrey Hepburn had to say about gardening: “To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow."
When you plant a garden today, you have no idea if it will grow, but you believe it will tomorrow.
I think this applies to more than just a vegetable garden. I think it has something to say to the church.
When Jesus planted the seeds of his word, telling his disciples “Go make disciples of all the nations,” he
had no idea if the church would grow, but he believed it would.
When Paul planted new churches, he had no idea if Christianity would reach around the world, but he
believed it would.
When the founders of Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon planted this church, they had no idea if
it would survive and thrive, but they believed it would.

When we gather together here today to plant the seeds of faith, water them, and nourish them—by giving
our time, our talents, and our treasures—we have no idea if it will survive, but we believe it will.
It’s all about belief. Belief is faith. And faith is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen (Hebrews 11:1). In other words, faith is not being able to see what will be tomorrow, but trusting
that God will bless us and keep us and nourish us.
And so together, without knowing for sure, we believe that our church will live into our calling of “bringing
Christ to our community and bringing our community to Christ.” We believe that our church will welcome
people just as they are, enable them to find joy and inspiration, and help them become who they were
created to be. We believe that our church will grow and thrive and produce fruit that will last into the next
generation and beyond.
Some of you might be thinking, but we are investing much of ourselves without a guaranteed return on our
investment. It’s true. But, it’s also true that: “The true meaning of life is to plant trees, under whose shade
you do not expect to sit.” (Nelson Henderson).
Today, let us enjoy the fruits of the trees that others have planted and nourished years ago on faith. And let
us continue the good work of investing in planting and nourishing the trees whose shade we will not enjoy,
but we believe others will tomorrow.
Grateful to be growing in faith together,
Blessings,

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA 15202
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YOUTH
WED & THURS
June 20 & 21
Decoration Day for Day Camp!

We need your skills.

We’re creating a wonderful
world of Water!

Youth Group
Sunday Fundays
Youth Group will meet on the
last Sunday of each month
6/24, 7/29, 8/26 for
“Sunday Funday Events”.

1pm-4pm
Both days

•
•

SUNDAY

•

July 1st
FINAL Mission Trip
Meeting !!
Meet at Church at
4:00 pm.

These will include
A movie on the lawn
A DIY Escape Room
A BBQ with jazz-fest

Be sure you are getting notices
from our Email list
or from the “Remind” app!
Contact Melanie at
melanie@cpcba.org

Caffeine +

High School Youth are invited to explore “Caffeine +…”.
It’s a series of classes that look at people & places
in the Bible where we see:
* Caffeine and Courage
* Caffeine and Chutzpah

* Caffeine and Character
* Caffeine and Confusion, etc..

We’ll meet the last Sunday of each month this summer,

6/24, 7/29, 8/26.
Join Melanie after the Children’s Sermon in the Youth Room.
There will be Caffeine, and doughnuts;)
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Youth Group

1:00-4:00 pm
Sunday, July 22nd

BYO towel & sunscreen

Leave from Church at 12:30
Or meet us at…
Bob & Alice Nadin’s house
10565 Connor Ct.
Wexford, PA 15090
https://goo.gl/maps/TF7RCgMRwKL2
PS) This is the same day as the Church Picnic, so you could bring your suit to church;)
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2018 High School Grads
GRANT BERNAUER
Son of Ken and Gail Bernauer is graduating from Avonworth High School with
a National Honors Society Scholar Athlete Citizenship and Leadership Award.
Growing up in the church, Grant has participated in Mission trips, read
scripture, been a part of the Maintenance crew, served at the Men’s Shelter,
World Vision and helped with snacks and set up for VBS.
At school he played Varsity Soccer, was a member of the French Club and
Global Studies.
Grant will attend Penn State in the fall, majoring in Statics/Actuarial Science.

ANDY CHRVALA
Son of Kristin Dillon & Dwight Chrvala is graduating from Avonworth High
School. He is a member of the National Honor Society and a National
ROTC Scholarship recipient.
Growing up in the church, Andy has participated in Mission Trips and
attended Trinity Youth Conference, going on to become a TYC Planning
Team member.
At school he was a member of the Avonworth/Ambridge Hockey Team,
Key Club, Avonworth Literary Magazine, Avonews, Latin Club, Global
Scholars Program and a Representative for the Model UN/Model African
Union.
Andy will be attending Ohio University in the fall.

CLAY HALL
Son of Bruce Hall and Gretchen Barlett is graduating with High Honors
from Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Clay participated in 3 mission trips, attended
Trinity Youth Conference, participated in outreach programs and the
Youth Group homeless ministry in the park.
At school Clay was Captain of Wrestling Team, played Varsity Soccer
and was a member of the Latin Club.
In the fall Clay will attend Drexel University where he will double major
in Real Estate Management and Development & Finance.
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2018 High School Grads
DAVID REED HALL
Son of Gretchen Barlett and Bruce Hall is graduating with High
Honors from Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Reed participated in 3 summer
mission trips, read scripture and ushered during church services.
At school Reed was a member of the Latin Club, Chess Club,
Global Scholars, National Honor Society and the Avonworth
Drama Program.
Reed will attend the University of Pittsburgh, seeking a degree in
Molecular Biology. He plans to continue his education with a
Masters Degree in Public Health and become an epidemiologist.

BENJAMIN HOUSER
Son of Marty and Susan Houser is graduating with Honors from Avonworth
High School.
Growing up in the church, Ben has participated in Youth group, Mission
trips, and served at the Men’s Shelter.
At school he was the Layout Editor for Avonews, a Latin Club Officer
and a member of the Key Club, Literary Magazine, Global Scholars,
and International and Public Relations Career Academy.
Ben will be attending the University of Alabama in Huntsville with a full
scholarship, majoring in Computer Security and English.

LILY C X JENSEN
Daughter of Sarah Lyon & Brian Jensen, Lily is graduating with High
Honors from Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Lily has participated in Mission Trips, served
meals at the Men’s Shelter and played viola and violin at church worship
services.
At school Lily was a member of the Do Something Club, Spanish Club,
Key Club, Varsity Track and Field, National Honor Society and the
Orchestra for musicals. Her musical talents earned her the rare Arion
Award, PMEA Honors Strings 4yrs, PMEA Districts 3yrs, PMEA Regionals
2yrs, PMEA ALL-State Orchestra 1yr, the Pittsburgh Youth Concert
Orchestra’s (PYCO) Director Award and she participated in the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra’s “Side-by-Side” program and the Experiment in
International Living South Korea program: Peacebuilding and Contemporary Culture. She also served as a Mentor for the PYCO junior orchestra.
Lily will be attending George Washington University with a GWU
Presidential Scholarship for International Studies and Korean.
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2018 High School Grads
GRACE JOYCE
Daughter of Tim & Beth Joyce is graduating from Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Grace was an active Sunday school child and
enjoyed church retreats.
Grace was also the 4H Vice President, member of the Interscholastic
Equestrian Association, Jr. Member American Quarter Horse Assoc., on
the Grove City Equestrian Team and held a Pittsburgh Zoo Apprenticeship.
Grace will be attending the University of Findlay (Animal Science Major,
Equine Nutrition Minor) and has received the UF President's Scholarship.

BROOKE MELLON
Daughter of Brenda and Steve Mellon is graduating with High Honors from
Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Brooke has participated in Mission trips, youth
group, World Vision, Faith in Action, and helped with VBS.
At school she was a Student Director, a member of Key Club and the
National Honor Society. Outside of church and school, she participated
in Girl Scouts and performed for 13 years with the Yanlai Dance Academy.
Brooke will attend college at Kent State University.

CHRISTIANA MOKUBE
Daughter of Henry and Felicia Mokube is graduating from North Allegheny High School. She has two
siblings, Henry Jr and Alicia who are all excited for her next major academic step.
Growing up in the church Christiana has been a Sunday School child for many years.
In the fall Christiana will be attending Penn State University, University Park, Majoring in Biology.
Her family asks that the church put all students of the 2018 graduating class in our prayers, so that they may
walk side by side with the lord during their years in college.

MACKLIN MCDONOUGH YARRIS
Son of Nancy Yarris and the late Kerry Yarris, Macklin is graduating with
High Honors from Avonworth High School.
Growing up in the church, Macklin has participated in Sunday School and
gone on Mission Trips with the Youth Group.
At school, Macklin is the Class of 2018 President, is on Avonworth Varsity
Football and Avonworth Marching Band, Avonworth Concert Band, Jazz
Band, Latin Club and a member of the National Honor Society.
Macklin will attend Penn State University, University Park in the fall,
Division of Undergraduate Studies.
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2018 College Grad
ETHAN SIMMONS
Son of Doug and Katie Simmons is graduating Cum Laude from Lafayette College with a Bachelor of Arts
double major in Theatre and English. He received the Benjamin F. Barge Oratorical Prize and was an Excel
Scholar.
During his college career Ethan was cast in 13 Theater Department productions and worked as a summer
researcher.
After graduation Ethan will work in Public Relations for Alumni Theatre...and audition!

GRADUATE SUNDAY, July 22nd
Join us on Sunday, July 22nd to send off our High School graduates. All Graduates are encouraged to
come let your church family say farewell and send you off with Godspeed and many blessings. This is
also Church Picnic day, so you don’t even have to dress up;)

SUMMER WORSHIP

LIVING WITH LOSS
Have you experienced a loss in your life? A loss of a
loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job? Loss is a way of
life, but it’s not easy; we need help learning to live
with it. And so we are starting a support group called
“Living with Loss.” We will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 7-8:00 PM at the Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon. Leaders are
trained in grief counseling. Child care is available if
needed. Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 12.
Questions? Email Donna Giver-Johnston at
pastordonna@cpcab.org or Susan Fink at
SusanMFink@gmail.com.

JULY 1 - SEPTEMBER 2

10:00 AM
We will move worship to our
AIR CONDITIONED

Fellowship Hall
Come just as you are….
Find the joy and inspiration you seek

for AUGUST Revelations is JULY 15
If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate
AUGUST REVELATIONS in topic line.
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Our Newest Members
MARY JO BUFFO
Mary Jo is a research scientist who comes to us by Letter of Transfer from
Highland Presbyterian Church. She was looking for a new church home and
we are delighted that she found it here! Singing in our church choir for a
stretch seemed to "seal the deal"! She has the distinction of being the sole
red head "songbird" in their midst!
Her pastimes are reading, baking (Fellowship Committee please take note ...
I think we have a place for her! ), counted cross stitch embroidery and
traveling. Her favorite destinations are North Carolina & Iowa to visit her
two grown daughters. Welcome home Mary Jo!

SALLY DAVIS
Sally is a former Episcopalian and a retired bank validater who lives right in our
neighborhood. We are delighted to welcome her into our church family!
Sally is an avid reader and will quickly let you know that she loves her family!
(she is certain that the greatest daughter in the world is an alto in our choir loft ...
we know well - her Deb Sadowski ) Not to mention her super grandchildren
who brought so much joy into her and her husband's lives! We look forward to
seeing you and pictures of those grand kids Sally!

NICOLE & JOE EHMANN
This young family has been worshiping with us often and is coming to join us by
Letter of Transfer. They were searching for a family friendly church home with
an active Children’s Ministry for their three growing youngsters. There is Ryan
finishing 7th grade, Matthew 3rd, and Breanna in Pre School.
They are a family who loves the water, swimming ( both in official competitions
and just for fun ) and travel - especially if the destination is the beach or Disney!
Both Nicole and Joe are teachers. During their down time Nicole likes to exercise
and working out while Joe gets his exercise by playing golf, loves fishing and
being involved in youth sports. Please welcome this family to our church family!

ALISA AND STEPHEN MEHLO

This young couple have been drawn to our church through bringing their
older daughter Annalise to our Wooden Ladder Preschool. They are
making a reaffirmation of their faith, believing that God led them here!
Little Carys is "along for the ride" at 17 months, but we hope that she will
soon feel right at home too!
Stephen is a data scientist, who is into pretty much all things "nerdy" (his
exact words ) as well as Bible Scholarship, writing, and video games.
Alisa has chosen to be a stay at home mom and drama teacher. She
shares her husband's interest in Star Wars, Star Trek and Gerky things,
as well as theater, classic movies, reading, and cooking. She has also
been involved with several productions of Community Theater Players
whose home base is here.
Welcome to the Mehlo family!

8

Revelations

June/july 2018

Our Newest Members
CHRISTINE AND CHRISTOPHER MILLS

Chrissy and Chris are nearly newlyweds, married just over 2 years
and blessed with a Yellow Lab Rescue dog named Etta who has
made them proud "fur parents". They are both coming to us by Letter
of Transfer, drawn here by our family friendly, inclusive atmosphere.
Chrissy is a teacher in the Seneca School District and Chris is an
archivalry consultant and librarian. They share a love for reading,
cooking and travel. They are both graduates of Westminster College.
While Chris is fascinated by history and unwinds with music, Chrissy
likes walking, crafts and spending time with friends & family. Chrissy
is also a Norwex Consultant who knows all about making the "dirty
job" of cleaning quick and easy! Right now their spare time is spent
house hunting. Isn't it great that they have found their church home
already?!

DIRECTORY UPDATES
MARY JO BUFFO

SALLY DAVIS

Pittsburgh, PA 15237
mjbuffo@gmail.com

davissally@yahoo.com

JOSEPH & NICOLE EHMANN

STEPHEN & ALISA MEHLO
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

snmehlo81@live.com

nicolejoe4@verizon.net

CHRIS & CHRISSY MILLS
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
(Chris Email) millscj234@gmail.com
(Chrissy Email) chrissymills@gmail.com
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“DEACON DOINGS”
1 Corinthians 12 states, "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there a varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
To each given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
We give thanks for the gifts of the class of 2018 Deacons: Isabela Angelelli, Denny Brown, Steve Fockler
and PJ Jones. These brothers and sisters have served well these last three years as Deacons. As we pray
for their continued presence in our church community we welcome a new class of Deacons.
We welcome with prayers of thanksgiving the class of 2021, Greg Dillon Joyce Grater, Nancy Hamilton
and Derrick Karimi. We look forward to their gifts of service and activity as we look to serve the CPCBA
community.
As Deacons we serve to care for the members of our church and community. We work to reach out to those
that need care. We work to provide opportunities to congregate and celebrate together. We pray for all and
reach out to those in need of visitation and care. May we all continue to bring Christ to our community and
our community to Christ.

SAVE THE DATE!
CPCBA's ANNUAL PICNIC
SUNDAY, JULY 22
Worship in Fellowship Hall
at 10:00 AM
Followed by the picnic.
More details to follow in church bulletin!

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, and/or in memory or in honor of a special
person or people in your life. These arrangements are $40 a vase. Call the office at
412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org today to reserve a date.

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the
Conference Room. All are welcome. The Scripture passages for the coming month are:

June 6: Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:7-15
June 20: Psalm 46 and Mark 4:35-41

June 13: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Psalm 19
June 27: Psalm 130 and Mark 5:21-43
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OUTREACH
THANK YOU to all who participated in our Faith in Action projects.
Together we made a difference.

Children's Book Collection
Supporting projects: Mother's Hope & Father's Hope
Remember those magical, special times you read a book to your child or your parents read a book to you?
Foundation of HOPE, of the Jail Ministry, strives to offer that same parent/child connection to parents
incarcerated in jail by recording the parents reading a favorite children's book, then gifting the book and
recording to the child.
There is a collection box located in the Narthex for NEW children's books, inspiring, positive books of love,
kindness, fun & encouragement. Particularly looking for Todd Parr or similar titles. Hardback or soft cover.
Especially collecting NEW board books for infants/toddlers.

WANTED
A team to coordinate the next Monday Meal
at the Center of Bellevue on June 18
This year CPCBA continues to bring Christ to the Community by serving quarterly dinners at The Center of
Bellevue. The next one is Monday June 18, 2018. We are looking for a team to coordinate a menu and
recruit a team to prepare and serve the food for 100 participants.
Please contact Lyn or Walt Robertson if you have a team that would like to coordinate the meal.
(412-761-1030 or therobs1@verizon.net)

3RD ANNUAL JAZZ & BBQ COOK-OFF
Sunday, August 26
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Mark your calendars.
More details to follow in church bulletin.
Please help spread the word with family and friends for this fantastic annual event!
Dinner will be provided by the fellowship committee and the entrants (maybe you?!) in the BBQ cook-off.
Tim Heavner and Vanessa Candreva will be leading the jazz combo. And we’re hoping to fill air conditioned Fellowship Hall again!
Can you help? Connect with Kate Colville, Diana Petruska, or Deb Sadowski or email CPCBAJazz@gmail.com.
RSVP forms and more info are on our website: http://cpcbajazz.weebly.com. Plan to join us and bring friends!

Proceeds from this year’s event will be donated to the Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter.
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Summer Sessions for Adults

Times to learn, grow and experience God’s grace
Sunday morning Joy 11:15 am-12:15 pm
July 1, 8, and 15.

We all need and long for more joy in our lives today. This summer, you are
invited to find some joy together. Pastor Donna will lead the class reading
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, with the
Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu. Dalai Lama is the spiritual leader of
the Tibetan people and travels extensively to promote kindness and
compassion and world peace. Desmond Tutu served as the archbishop
of Cape Town, and whose policy of forgiveness and reconciliation in postapartheid South Africa has become an international example of conflict
resolution and reconstruction. We will learn from these wisdom figures
about how to find joy in our world today. Please bring your own copy of
the book. Available in libraries, Amazon, Kindle, etc.

Monday Night Bible Study 7:00-8:00 pm: “God’s Promise: I am with you”
July 9, 16, 23, 30 and August 6, 13, 20 & 27.

Cost $10

This study traces God’s recurring promise of presence from Genesis
through the Gospels—from the beginning to the end of the age. God’s
“I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to many
different people throughout scripture. Some may be quite familiar, while
others might surprise you.
Participants will reflect on how the promise of God’s presence speaks
beyond the pages of the Bible, to their own circumstances. Individually and
as a community, we will be encouraged to both see and seek God’s presence with us in the extraordinary and the ordinary experiences of our lives.
God “has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5). This
study will confirm that God has, indeed, made and kept that very promise,
again and again.

2 weeks of 5 Wishes, Sundays 11:15 am-12:30 pm
July 29 and August 5.

Cost $ 5.00

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!! A special gift for your family and
your church!
Rev. Jean Henderson will lead a one-hour seminar until 12:30 with
a light lunch. The subject is FIVE WISHES, based on a booklet
from Aging with Dignity. The program is for those 18 or older, and
in PA, it meets legal requirements for living wills.
The wishes include: the person I want to make care decisions for
me when I cannot; the kind of medical treatment I want or don't want; how comfortable I want
to be; how I want people to treat me; and what I want my loved ones to know. AND, you will
also be given a one sheet, two-sided document to complete entitled EXPRESSION OF MY
PERSONAL WISHES FOR PROCEDURES AT THE TIME OF MY DEATH.
The first Sunday, July 29, we'll review both documents; during that week you'll complete the
two documents and bring them back to our second gathering on August 5. We'll share some of
our decisions, our questions, and next steps for using the completed documents
It's NEVER too early to be thinking about these issues, but you don't want it to be TOO LATE!!!
Please sign up in the Narthex or with Jean at jhhh212942@aol.com.
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