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Dear Friends,
Over the years, Christianity has become a religion with dogma and doctrines, polity and policies, confessions
and committees. I am not saying this is bad; in part, this is what has allowed the church to grow and thrive
around the world. But, sometimes I think, we focus so much on order and not as much on experience.
Sometimes we focus so much on belief and not as much on practice. Sometimes we focus so much on
what has been written long ago and not as much on what is real today.
And so this summer, I am doing a sermon series on the stories in the Bible in which people had encounters
with Jesus, up close and personal, unexpected experiences that left them forever changed. In exploring these
stories, I hope that we will be touched, and through them, have our own encounters, close encounters of the
Jesus kind.
One encounter was when an ill woman reached through the crowd and touched the hem of Jesus’ robe and
was healed instantly in body, mind, and spirit (Mark 5:25-34). Jesus commends her for her faith and blesses
her to go in peace. This encounter had a powerful impact on this woman. She was forever changed because
of it. This story is captured powerfully in this painting called “Encounter” by Daniel Cariola. We saw it hanging
in the Magdala Chapel in Israel when we visited in April. It is printed here with permission, copyrights reserved
to Magdala.

This encounter with Jesus was through a touch. Others encounter Jesus through a word: “Peace, be still” in
the midst of a storm (Mark 4:35-41). Some encounter Jesus through healing (Mark 2:1-12). Others encounter
Jesus through acceptance without judgment (John 4:7-30). Still others encounter Jesus when helping someone
in need (Luke 10:25-37).
Wherever you find yourself this summer--in a storm, in the hospital, in a conversation with a neighbor or
stranger, on a beach vacation, on a mission trip--I hope that you too will be touched and have an encounter
that leaves you changed and blessed. When you do, please send me an email and tell me about it. I’d love to
hear your close encounter of the Jesus kind!
Summer blessings,
Pastor Donna

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA 15202
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YOUTH
Be sure you are on our
Email list
or the “Remind” app!
for Youth Group info

Youth Group
Sunday 8/29
5:00 - 7:00 pm

Contact Melanie at
melanie@cpcba.org

We’ll say goodbye to summer
and welcome Fall fun.

Caffeine +

High School Youth are invited to explore “Caffeine +…”.
A series of classes that look at people & places
in the Bible where we see:

* Caffeine and Courage
* Caffeine and Chutzpah

* Caffeine and Character
* Caffeine and Confusion

We’ll meet Sunday Aug. 26th.

Join Melanie after the Children’s Sermon in the Youth Room.
There will be Caffeine, and doughnuts;)

To ALL who supported the Youth Mission Trip to WV !
Whether you gave of your time, your prayers,
your finances, or your child. You have contributed to a wonderful, uplifting and life-affirming
experience for all.
Those who went to WV to work, sweat, work
and wonder together, YOU were the hands,
feet and face of Jesus. Thank you for sharing
your time & talents….
Jessie, Steve, Marty, Ben, Emelia, Sarah,
Andy, Maya, Miranda, Melanie, Hadley,
Maya, Annie, Rachel, Peyton, Donna,
Spencer, Clark, Gavin, Tim & Bob.
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A few reasons why family dinners still matter
1) Social Interaction

Family meals are opportunities to teach and prepare your children for society. In the span of time from
toddler years, all the way to graduation, there are thousands of opportunities to teach and talk socially.
For this reason, enjoy your family meals around a table, in chairs facing each other, not sitting on a couch
facing a screen. Human community happens in circles, not in rows.
The family table is the first-place children learn social skills such as manners, etiquette, politeness, and
even conversation. These things are slowly fading in our society as more and more families move away
from a shared eating experience.
The family meal table is also a place where your family can talk about life and discuss the events of their
day. As you share the ups and downs of social interactions and challenges, these are teachable and
priceless moments with your child. This should also be a safe place to talk about society itself, as you discuss current news, topics, and even politics… politely.

2) Sustenance
At first, this might seem like a given. A meal equals sustenance… but, does it? In our fast-moving world of snacks
and junk food, do our children really know what to eat? If every meal is on the run, or on our own, do our children
leave home knowing how to cook and prepare a meal for themselves?
A family meal is the obvious moment to teach about healthy eating and nutritious food choices. A family meal does
not always have to be homemade and perfectly healthy, but consider the opportunity to taste and experience
healthier options.
Shop together, cook and prepare the meal together, have one healthy item that your child has never tried. Make it
sustainable by talking about monetary and bodily stewardship – discussing the value of food, both by price and
health.

3) Spiritual Growth “And they broke bread together…”
Do you realize how many times food is mentioned in the Bible?
Have you ever noticed the stories about meals or that take place around meals? Even Jesus chose to make one of
the most powerful, symbolic remembrances of himself, around a meal.
A family meal can have spiritual power and significance. When the devices are turned off and the only form of
“entertainment” is face-to-face, these moments can provide an opportunity to talk about God, while experiencing
His physical blessings and provision.
Meals together can provide opportunities for dialogue, questions, and Bible study. Consider making your family
meal a time where you share a family devotion or have a time of prayer. Asking your children what or who they
want to pray for can open your eyes, start good conversation and teach them how to share their burdens with
family & with God.
You may find that a prayer of blessing over your family and your food may produce spiritual growth in your home.
Excerpted from Parent Ministry article by Dan Istvanik
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Summer Sessions for Adults

Times to learn, grow and experience God’s grace
Monday Night Bible Study 7:00-8:00 pm:
“God’s Promise: I am with you”
August 6 and 13.

Cost $10

This study traces God’s recurring promise of presence from Genesis
through the Gospels—from the beginning to the end of the age. God’s
“I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to
many different people throughout scripture. Some may be quite familiar, while others might surprise you.
Participants will reflect on how the promise of God’s presence speaks
beyond the pages of the Bible, to their own circumstances. Individually
and as a community, we will be encouraged to both see and seek
God’s presence with us in the extraordinary and the ordinary
experiences of our lives.
God “has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5).
This study will confirm that God has, indeed, made and kept that very promise, again and
again.

2 weeks of 5 Wishes, Sundays 11:15 am-12:30 pm
July 29 and August 5.

Cost $ 5.00

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!! A special gift for your family
and your church!
Rev. Jean Henderson will lead a one-hour seminar until 12:30
with a light lunch. The subject is FIVE WISHES, based on a
booklet from Aging with Dignity. The program is for those
18 or older, and in PA, it meets legal requirements for living
wills.
The wishes include: the person I want to make care decisions for me when I cannot; the kind
of medical treatment I want or don't want; how comfortable I want to be; how I want people to
treat me; and what I want my loved ones to know. AND, you will also be given a one sheet,
two-sided document to complete entitled EXPRESSION OF MY PERSONAL WISHES FOR
PROCEDURES AT THE TIME OF MY DEATH.
The first Sunday, July 29, we'll review both documents; during that week you'll complete the
two documents and bring them back to our second gathering on August 5. We'll share some of
our decisions, our questions, and next steps for using the completed documents
It's NEVER too early to be thinking about these issues, but you don't want it to be TOO LATE!!!
Please sign up in the Narthex or with Jean at jhhh212942@aol.com.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!
The Property Committee is looking for volunteers to help clean the Sanctuary on Saturday, August 4
from 9:00 AM -?. We will be polishing the pews, dusting, cleaning the floors, etc. This is a major
undertaking and the more hands on deck the quicker we will have the Sanctuary ready for worship
on September 9. A sign-up sheet is available on the desk in the Narthex.
Need more information? Contact Jeffrey Houser, Sr. at jshouser438@netscape.net or 412-860-7255.
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MAXO VANKA MURALS FIELD TRIP
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2018
A trip to see the Maxo Vanka Murals is scheduled for Thursday, August 16 at
10:30 AM at the Croatian Roman Catholic Church, 24 Maryland Avenue, Millvale. Maxo Vanka was a
Croatian–American artist who was commissioned to paint the murals in 1937 and returned to do more in
1941. The murals show a strong faith and are unique. A spirit of Croatia as well as attributes of justice
and injustice, mercy and the horrors of war are also present in the paintings. Our one-hour tour is at
10:30 a.m. and our guide is very knowledgeable. Be sure to bring your camera! The fee is a $10 donation
per person. Grant’s Bar and Grill is located at the bottom of the hill for lunch. The church parking lot is
adequate, but it is suggested that carpooling is a good idea. If carpooling, be at the church at 9:45 a.m..
Please sign up on the sheet located on the desk in the Narthex. For more information you can google
MAXO VANKA MURALS or contact Barbara McKelway, 412-366-4513 or bmckelway@verizon.net.

3RD ANNUAL JAZZ & BBQ FEST
Sunday, August 26
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Mark your calendars.
Please help spread the word amongst your family and friends about our wonderful upcoming annual
fundraiser!
Once again, Tim Heavner and Vanessa Candreva will be leading the jazz combo. Dinner will be served
from 5:00 – 6:00 pm and you can expect excellent BBQ cuisine! Come early to peruse the Gift Basket
Raffle where there’s something for everyone. And we’re hoping to fill air conditioned Fellowship Hall
again!
Can you help? Connect with Kate Colville, Diana Petruska, or Deb Sadowski or you can email
CPCBAJazz@gmail.com. RSVP forms and more info are on our website: JAZZ BBQ FEST. Plan to join
us and bring friends!
Proceeds from this year’s event will be donated to HEARTH.
Suggested Donation: Adults - $10; Kids under 12 - $5; Under 5 – Free

JAZZ BBQ FEST - REQUEST FOR RAFFLE ITEMS
If you've attended the Jazz BBQ Fest the past couple of years, you know what
a wonderful assortment of gifts and baskets we have in the raffle! If you have
any items that you would like to donate to this year's raffle such as unused gift
cards, sporting or cultural event tickets, or even new, unopened items, please
see Diana Petruska or Kate Colville. Items are needed by Sunday, August 5
as ticket sales for the raffle will begin on August 12. Your donations are greatly appreciated!

for SEPTEMBER Revelations is AUGUST 15
If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate
SEPTEMBER REVELATIONS in topic line.
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“DEACON DOINGS”
A Thank You for Dave Williams Memorial Service
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your part in hosting and helping with Dave's memorial
service on June 16, 2018. The crowd was huge but CPCBA always rises to the
occasion and provided great hospitality. Special thanks to Tim Heavner and the
Choir for singing one of my favorite anthems. Special thanks to the Deacons
and the Wednesday morning Bible Study group for making cookies, ushering and
welcoming many who had never been to our church. Special thanks to Tracey Mundorf who produced the
bulletin for the day and when she saw on Saturday how many people were still coming, produced more.
Special thanks to Tim Miller who made sure all was ready. Special thanks to Chloe Mellon who recorded the
service. Special thanks to Scott Wilwohl for providing a delicious lunch and for making Fellowship Hall into
a delightful dining room. Last but not least, special thanks to Pastor Donna Giver-Johnston for her wise
council, gentle spirit, words of comfort and insightful meditation.
CPCBA is truly a community of faith and I am grateful.
Blessings,
Linda Williams
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, and/or in memory or in honor of a special
person or people in your life. These arrangements are $40 a vase. Call the office at
412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org today to reserve a date.

Staff
Ministers ....................................................... The Whole Congregation
Pastor ........................................................... Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston
Administrative Assistant ............................... Tracey Mundorf
Directory of Music ......................................... Timothy Heavner
Director of Christian Education ..................... Melanie Holcomb

Board and Committee Leadership
Clerk of Session…………… ......................... Diana Petruska
Trustees, President ...................................... John Buchanan
Treasurer ...................................................... Trudy File
Deacons Co-Moderators .............................. Mary Witul/Bob Hedglin
Wooden Ladder Preschool ........................... Stephen Fockler
Financial Secretary ....................................... Barbara Barcousky
Christian Education ...................................... Alison Trexel
Fellowship .................................................... Diana Petruska/Brenda Mellon
Mission & Outreach ...................................... Lyn Robertson
Nominating ................................................... Amy Reed
Personnel ..................................................... Stephen Fockler
Property ........................................................ Jeff Houser, Sr./Ken DiNino
Finance ......................................................... John Buchanan/Susan Abramowich
Generosity .................................................... Bob Nadin
Worship & Music ........................................... Susan Abramowich
Communications ........................................... Deb Sadowski/Steve Mellon
Small Groups ................................................ Lyn Robertson
Stephen Ministry ........................................... Lyn Robertson
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TOGETHER WE ARE THE CHURCH
Deacon Comfort and Joy Contacts
For Meal Assistance:
Susan Geist (412-427-8339 or email: susangeist@verizon.net)
For Comfort & Joy:
Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email: marywitul@comcast.net)
Joyce Grater (412-734-2884)
For Visitation:
Sue Turk (814-323-6399 or email: sturk215@gmail.com)
Nancy Hamilton (724-935-1754)
For Card Ministry:
Lindsey Spatholt (716-998-2535 or
email: lindsey.spatholt@gmail.com)
Please help the Deacons share the concern of our community
by letting us know whether you, or a friend or family member,
would welcome a visit. Requests can be made to any Deacon.
For Transportation:
Bob Hedglin [(cell) 412-523-8772/ (home) 412-734-3824]

Prayer Concerns
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer,
Please email Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email:
marywitul@comcast.net) or
you can call Tracey in the church office at 412-761-1233.
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OUTREACH
2018 ANNUAL CHURCH BACKPACK DRIVE
Please Return Filled Packs by AUGUST 5, 2018
It’s that time of year again when the generous congregation of CPCBA provides backpacks
filled with school supplies for children and youth of the 2nd UP Church in Wilkinsburg. Watch
for the Outreach Committee bulletin board in the narthex with removable backpack images on
it. Remove one of the backpacks and look on the back for the supplies needed. Then buy the packs, fill
them with the supplies and return them to the church by August 5.

The 2nd UP Church & CPCBA have been mission partners for several years.
Please help to provide a tangible reminder of God’s love
to the children in the Wilkinsburg community.

DIGNITY ROBES
In 2008, a small group of women at CPCBA started making Dignity Robes for
Allegheny Health Network Radiation Oncology Department which are given to
women who have breast cancer. By 2011, we had donated 200 robes and now 10
years into the project we have sewn and donated 400 robes. How many women
have we reached? We know the women in this community and church who we
have shared with but there are hundreds of women with breast cancer that we will
never meet. Through the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary, we have been able to
get quality cotton fabric at amazing prices. This ‘sewing and cutting’ group from
within the church and the community has participated as part of FAITH IN ACTION
each year. Caring volunteers make a difference

LIVING WITH LOSS
Have you experienced a loss in your life? A loss of a loved
one, a friend, a pet, or a job? Loss is a way of life, but it’s
not easy; we need help learning to live with it. And so we
are starting a support group called “Living with Loss.” We
will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from
7-8:00 PM at the Community Presbyterian Church of Ben
Avon. Leaders are trained in grief counseling. Child care
is available if needed.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 14.
Questions? Email Donna Giver-Johnston at pastordonna@cpcab.org or
Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com.

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the
Conference Room. All are welcome. The Scripture passages for the coming month are:

August 1: Botanic Garden Field Trip
August 15: John 4:7-30 and John 3:1-17
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August 8: Mark 2:1-12
August 26: Luke 8:1-3 and John 20:1-18
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SUMMERTIME READING IDEAS
Since we have more light in the early morning and more light in the early evening, how about
picking up a book, sitting on the porch/patio...and enjoying a good read that will bring light to
your spirit!
Here are some suggestions from your Adult Education Task Force:
Everything Happens For A Reason: and Other Lies I've Loved! by Kate Bowler, Duke
Divinity School professor who was diagnosed with state IV colon cancer at age 35. The book
is frank and funny, honest and wise. She offers up her irreverent, hard-won observations on
dying and ways it taught her to live!

Trade Your Cares for CALM by Max Lucado, well-known spiritual author. God wants to
exchange your burdens for an abundance of mercy, gratitude and trust.
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi, M.D., a brilliant neurosurgeon diagnosed with
state IV lung cancer. As Christians, he and his family faced all the tough questions about
living and dying. He died in 2015 and the book is completed by his wife. He proves that
the dying are the ones who have the most to teach us about living.
Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now, by Walter Brueggemann,
Biblical scholar and author. He is convinced that the Sabbath is more than just keeping
rules, but it allows us to focus on God, others, and all of life.

Interpreting Silence: God's Command to Speak Out, by Walter Brueggemann. He argues
that silence is more than a practice of holiness; it can refer to coercion to keep some voices
quiet in the interest of control by dominate voices. He challenges us as Christians to speak
out and not remain silent.

We Invite all to:
Come, just as you are…
Find the joy and inspiration you seek…
Become the person you were created to be.
Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM
† Phone: 412-761-1233; 412-766-1800
† E-mail: office@cpcba.org † Web site: www.cpcba.org
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