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The world is currently navigating between the hope of post-COVID economic recov-
ery and the finalization of the initiatives undertaken within the framework of the Paris
Agreement, which calls for a different way to address environmental-climate issues.
The issue of waste and operational strategies to better manage the environment is a
major concern of many governments worldwide and in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC).

Environmental education is one of the key solutions among the strategies to be put
in place to overcome the problem. Thus, the initiative of Christina-Angelina is timely
and highlights the challenges of modern times, such as the lack of attention focused
on the sustainable management of waste and the sanitization of living spaces.

The curiosity and initiative of youth tend to make adults feel more responsible for our
actions that affect our immediate environment, and by ricochet, our whole planet. In-
deed, we have a shared responsibility to preserve the environment by ridding it of all
kinds of waste, mainly plastic waste, which is even more dangerous than others.

Recent scientific research has sufficiently demonstrated the extent of the danger that
plastic has posed to our daily lives. Thus, through environmental education, the am-
plification of the idea that we all have a shared responsibility to manage our environ-
ment better is necessary if we want to overcome this problem.

— Tosi Mpanu Mpanu

DRC Special Ambassador

Member of the Board of Directors of the Green Climate Fund
President of SBSTA, UNFCCC



preface

This story written by Christina-Angelina Kassongo inspires me. Christina’s writing
exudes her passion for tackling today’s pressing environmental issues. I am inspired
not only by her determination to raise awareness about important issues but by her
willingness as a young person to take the time to share this story. She helps make the
voice of her generation heard. The Voices of Future Generations Children’s Initiative
is a seed of hope, creating an outlet for children concerned about the enormity of the
world’s problems and helping them find their own voice and seek solutions.

Kassongo promotes environmental education to address one of the significant modern
challenges of Congolese cities — dealing with disposable plastic and improving the
management of waste that litters the streets of Kinshasa. This young author offers
society the hope that we can tackle this problem by changing our perspective and
looking for solutions.

The characters in this story are faced with overwhelming litter. After readjusting
their attitudes and looking for playful ways to solve the problem, they are able to
work together to find solutions. Their playful approach to the problem symbolizes a
confident hope for future generations who wish to live in a waste-free environment.

This book is a great initiative to encourage younger generations to seek creative
solutions to today’s problems. I highly recommend promoting environmental
education in the DRC and the Voices of Future Generations Book Series.

— Jennifer Gleason
Staff Attorney at Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide, ELAW-US






chapter 1

Christina lives in Kinshasa, a city of 8 million inhabitants
spread over 365 residential areas. Kinshasa is located in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, in the heart of Sub-Saharan
Africa. The DRC is a country with impressive biodiversity
that is very rich in natural resources. It is home to several
rare wildlife species, including okapi, northern white rhino,
bonobo, Congolese peacock, and mountain gorillas.
Additionally, natural ecosystems, both aquatic and terrestrial,
provide food and habitats for wildlife.






Christina loves to dance, laugh, and run all over the
place. She is the eldest of a family of four daughters,
and she loves to play with her three little sisters so
much that it is sometimes difficult to tell who is the
oldest. Very protective of her friends, she does not
hesitate to alert adults when she sees that something
is wrong. But living in a big city is not easy for
Christina and her friends. It is very difficult to find
playgrounds due to urbanization and the polluted
environment. This situation often makes her sad.
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Christina has a lot of friends, but the friend she
plays with the most is Hermine Maka. She loves
to wear bright colours and a variety of accessories
in her hair - she almost looks like she comes from
another planet! Hermine is a surprising girl who
loves cleanliness. She loves to play a special game
with her friends: they throw papers around the
room, and she runs around like crazy, picking the
papers up and tossing them in the bin. She loves
to clean so much that she turns tidying up into
fun games!
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chapter 2

One Saturday, their school leaders decided to organize
a discovery outing to allow the kids to enjoy a day of
play after working hard at school. That day, without the
two girls knowing it, Christina and Hermine’s mothers
chose purple clothing for them to wear that day! They
giggled about their matching outfits when they first saw
each other at school, but when they arrived at the
location chosen for the outing, they were surprised to
find that the place was filled with trash. Empty cans,
plastic bottles, and plastic food wrappers were strewn
around the playground. Clearly, the children who were
there previously had failed to clean up after themselves.
Hermine’s expression turned into a frown, and she
refused to join in the fun, finding the place was too
dirty to enjoy.
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The school officials were quick to dismiss Hermine’s reaction as
childish, but Christina, who knew Hermine well, realized that the
overflow of garbage was the cause of her friend’s condition.
Suddenly, laughing with a mischievous face that only her friend
could understand, Christina suggested: “How about we play a
game to collect paper and plastic and throw them in the trash
can?” Hermine looked at her amusedly and exclaimed,

“Yes, yes, yes! Me first!” The two girls turned their discomfort into
entertainment with their paper-collecting game to clear a clean
space to enjoy their school outing. It wasn't long before they
caught the attention of the rest of the group, who immediately
joined in the game.

Thanks to the work-or play! —of all the students, the place began to
change its appearance.
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On her walk home from the outing, Christina realized that the
environment was not well looked after. She winced as she thought
about the plastic bags, paper waste, and trash of all shapes and sizes
that littered the area where she and her classmates were meant to
play and have fun. She wondered to herself, “Why is waste
management not a priority for community leaders?

How can people bear to live in such an unclean environment?

And above all, why do our teachers not teach us about sanitation in
our classroom lessons?”




chapter

This shared experience of cleaning a playground stuck in Christina
and Hermine’s minds to the point that they dreamt of it at night.
The two girls dreamt that they were real heroines in the fight against
plastic and paper trash and that their actions helped create a cleaner
environment. Christina remembered what her father often told her
about protecting the planet from destruction by humans and that
people need to be educated to understand that a healthy mind must
live in a healthy body and environment. They started to become
interested in the work of conservationists, who devote their lives to
safeguarding the environment. Conservationists conduct research
and take action to protect the survival, reproduction, and balance of
different terrestrial or aquatic species. The girls wondered how they
could do this work too, even though they were just kids.
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Faced with many unanswered questions, Christina decided
to tell her father about her concerns and the garbage she
cleaned up with Hermine during their school outing.
Astonished by her detailed story, her father thanked her for
bravely speaking up about her worries for the environment.
He told her about the importance of environmental education
in schools in both urban and rural settings. Education was
encouraged by the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child and by the UN Sustainable Development
Goal #4: to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Her
father also revealed that in the city of Kinshasa, the population
produced 5,000 tonnes of solid waste every day! The
management of garbage posed enormous problems.
Christina was delighted to discover these lessons and
promised to tell everyone at her school about
environmental education.




G\hﬁﬁ ement

The next day, she asked her teacher, Mr. Mopia, how to rid of
pollution in their city. He taught the class about ecological actions
and the degradation of the environment in Kinshasa. In particular,
he insisted on the absence of political will among governors and the
poor management of the “rural exodus”
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A rural exodus happens when many people from rural areas move
to the city, but they are not able to live in good homes because the
government does not provide for their needs. This leads to a rise
in poverty and uncomfortable living conditions. Mr. Mopia also
blamed the lack of education for students in waste management.
“Because young people are not educated about environmental issues,
nothing changes!” he said. Christina understood that living in a
healthy environment is essential for children who need to play and
explore outside.
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Mr. Mopia also informed them that local authorities had many

ideas to clean up the city gradually. Still, these activities were not
appropriately planned and failed to make a big change. Christina
learned that waste management was a real problem in the Congolese

capital and that if the youth were not educated about environmental
problems, the future would be uncertain.
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ch ap r I

Christina was convinced that the solution to the sanitary
problem lay in educating the next generation. Children should
learn early on that education makes it possible to plan for a better
future. They could implement actions to better treat the trash that
surrounds them and the dirt that is increasing day by day.
Diseases such as malaria and typhoid fever could be eliminated if
they took the initiative as a group. She believed her government
should develop more strategies to ensure equal access to quality
education for all and promote lifelong learning opportunities.

To make this imaginary plan a reality, she set up a network of
volunteer child educators called “The Congolese Lambs for the
Environment,” with a plan to spread awareness-raising messages to
the government, teachers, and schools with the help of the media
and social networks.
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They devised several tools to express their dissatisfaction with the
weakness of environmental education, including leaflets and
banners which read: “YES TO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
NOW!” The United Nations Sustainable Development Goal #4
inspired them to make posters designed to encourage eco-citizen
behaviour. Specifically, they called for urgent action to be taken to
create an environmental education program for all children.
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Christina and her friends wanted people of all ages to change their
behaviour in order to respect the environment. Although still a
student, she devised a plan to better educate children and involve
them very early on in managing environmental challenges. She
wanted school promoters across Africa to be involved in her plans.

Christina’s dream was about to come true, but there was one major
obstacle in her way: the adults. The Congolese Lambs for the
Environment had first to convince the government to put their
ideas into place through laws.
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A group of five children, including Christina and Hermine,
mustered up the courage to go to the government office and ask
the President to listen to their plan. Christina tried to be brave
for her group. She smiled at her friends as they walked up the
steps of the building to the main door, but on the inside, she had

butterflies in her stomach! “Will the President listen to our plan?”
she wondered nervously.
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They approached the secretary’s desk. The secretary was
typing furiously on her computer and did not notice the
children enter the building.

Hermine tried clearing her throat to get the secretary’s
attention: “Ahem!”

Finally, the secretary peered down at the children from
her desk. “Can I help you?” she said impatiently.
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Christina spoke up: “Hello. We are the Congolese Lambs
for the Environment, and we want to speak with the

President about the problem of waste disposal in our
country!”

“Yeah!” Hermine added, “We want environmental
education for all children!”

The secretary laughed at them, “Ha-ha! You kids think
you can just come into the government building and
speak to the President whenever you want? He doesn't
have time for you, Little Lambs, or whatever your name
was... Go outside and play!”

Christina was angry — “But how can we go play outside
when the playgrounds are filled with waste and sewage!”
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At that moment, the children heard footsteps behind them.
They turned around and saw-the President! The secretary
suddenly stood up, looking startled to see her boss.

“Hello, Mr President,” she said timidly. The President
ignored her and went straight to the children. “I hear

there is a problem!” he said. “Please, step into my office.”



Christina, Hermine and their three friends from the Congolese
Lambs for the Environment sat in the President’s office and told
him about their goal to clean up the city and make the environment
safe for all. They told him that education could help fix the prob-
lem by raising awareness among future generations about the con-
sequences of unhealthy environments on the health and
happiness of people and plant and animal species. He listened
attentively when they told him about the trash-filled playground
they visited during a school outing, among other stories.
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After all the children had spoken and shared their ideas, the
President looked deep in thought. “Children,” he said, “it seems that
we adults have made a big mistake by not taking proper care of our
environment. I agree that we need a better system for waste disposal
and a new education program to make children aware of environmental
issues. Let me work with the other ministers and government officers
to find a solution. I promise to have new laws in place by the end of
this month!”

Christina shook the
President’s hand.
“Deal!” she said.
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Indeed, the government kept their promise to address the
problems of waste disposal and the lack of environmental
education. Thanks to the Congolese Lambs’ love for
nature and passion for promoting education for all, they
overcame the challenges of household waste collection,
the creation of numerous wild dumps, and the stagnation
of wastewater and rainwater in many neighbourhoods.
Christina and her team dedicated tremendous effort to
support schools in training children to be at the service
of sustainable development from an early age. The
Congolese Lambs for the Environment kept in touch with
the President and spoke with him about their ideas now
and then.
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As her dream began to take shape more and
more, Christina now saw herself leading a great
movement of young people. She and her friends
regularly spoke out in their community and led
awareness-raising activities to ofter all children
in the DRC a healthy environment for their
growth and development. She was satisfied that
her work was improving the quality of life of
future generations.



Christina-Angelina Kassongo is from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and is10
years old. She is a student at the Complexe Scolaire les Petits Agneaux Manyanga, a school
located in Kinshasa in the DRC. She is currently in her fourth year of primary school and
also went to kindergarten there. Manyanga is a mixed school where girls and boys mingle.

Christina is an active student. She is often selected to represent the school at various cultural
events, including dance competitions, songs, recitals and many other activities. She also
enjoys participating in these activities outside school and actively advocates for United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
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Henry Ezeokeke is an illustrator and cartoonist based in Lagos, Nigeria. He studied art at the
Yaba College of Technology in Lagos.

His passion for drawing and art began as a preschooler. He was encouraged by his father to
pursue a career in Arts with a focus on illustration.

Henry’s illustration style focuses on creating expressive characters. He is a versatile illustrator
capable of adapting to various artistic techniques, depending on the needs of a project.

Henry has done freelance work for publishers both locally and internationally. He has also
worked with NGOs like the World’s Largest Lesson, the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA)
and The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

He has an insatiable desire to improve his artistic skills continually.
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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

All children are holders of important human rights. Twenty-five years ago in
1989, over a hundred countries agreed on the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child. In the most important human rights treaty in history, they promised

to protect and promote all children’s equal rights, which are connected and
equally important.

In the 54 Articles of the Convention, countries make solemn promises to defend
children’s needs and dreams. They recognize the role of children in realizing
their rights, which requires that children be heard and involved in decision-
making. In particular, Article 24 and Article 27 defend children’s rights to safe
drinking water, good food, a clean and safe environment, health, and quality of
life. Article 29 recognizes children’s rights to education that develops personality,
talents and potential, respecting human rights and the natural environment.

— Dr. Alexandra Wandel
World Future Council
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Sustainable Development Goals Statement

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals are a bridge from the previous
Millennium Development Goals adopted by the international community in 2000 to
the future. Construction of this bridge began in 2012 at the United Nations Rio+ 20
Conference on Sustainable Development. At this Conference, countries agreed that
it was time to take concrete action for the present and the future by acting on issues
such as climate change, poverty, inequality and biodiversity. This resulted in The
Future We Want, a global statement of priorities and responsibilities for countries
toward the people, environment, biodiversity and future.

In 2015, the bridge took shape in the form of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, which countries agreed to implement between 2015 and 2030.
The SDGs, as they are commonly called, comprise a set of 17 specific goals, over
160 targets within these goals, and hundreds of indicators to measure if the goals
and targets are being met. The SDGs address the key issues that face our world
community now and that will define this community in the future, such as poverty,
climate change, education rights, gender equality, discrimination, health, food and
water access and safety, and the promotion of justice for all members of society.
Since 2015, children around the world have joined in efforts to incorporate the
SDGs in their countries and communities, adding their voices and perspectives as
future leaders. The SDGs show the power of all people, including children, to create
positive and lasting change that addresses the needs of local and global society.

— Dr. Alexandra R. Harrington
Centre for International Sustainable Development Law
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Thanks and Inspiring Resources

‘Voices of Future Generations’ International Commission

Warmest thanks to the International Commission, launched in 2014 by His Excellency Judge CG Weeramantry,
UNESCO Peace Education Research Award Laureate, which supports, guides and profiles this new series of
Children’s Books Series, including:

Ms. Alexandra Wandel (WFC), Prof. Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger (CISDL), Dr Kristiann Allen (New Zealand),
Ms. Irina Bokova (Former Director-General UNESCO), Ms. Emma Hopkin / Ms. Hannah Rolls (UK),

Ms. Julia Marton-Lefevre (IUCN), Dr James Moody (Australia), Prof. Kirsten Sandberg (University of Oslo),
Judge Marcel Szabo (Hungary), Dr Christina Voigt (Norway), Dr Alexandra Harrington (CISDL).

‘Voices of Future Generations’ Goodwill Ambassadors and VoFG Team

Most sincere appreciation to HH Sheikha Hissa Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum (ELF / Middle East), Dr Ying-Shih
Hsieh (EQPEF / Asia), Dr Gabrielle Sacconaghi-Bacon (Moore Foundation / North America), Ms. Monique Gray
Smith (First Nations of Canada), Ms. Melinda Manuel (PNG), Dr Odeeth Lara-Morales (VoFG), Ms. Chiara Rohlfs
(VoFG), Ms. Sarah Sanders (VoFG), Ms. Allison Lalla (VoFG), Ms. Hyfa Azzez (VoFG), Neshan Gunasekera (VoFG).

The World Future Council consists of 50 eminent global changemakers from across the globe. Together, they work
to pass on a healthy planet and just societies to our children and grandchildren. (www.worldfuturecouncil.org)

United Nations Education, Science and Culture Organization (UNESCO) strives to build networks among
nations that enable humanity’s moral and intellectual solidarity by mobilizing for education, building intercultural
understanding, pursuing scientific cooperation, and protecting freedom of expression. (https://en.unesco.org/)

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the body of 18 independent experts that monitors
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and its three Optional Protocols, by its State parties.
(www.ohchr.org)

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for
the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without
compromising that of future generations. (www.unep.org)

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) envisions a just world that values and conserves
nature, working to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is
equitable and ecologically sustainable. (www.iucn.org)

Centre for International Sustainable Development Law (CISDL) supports understanding, development and
implementation of law for sustainable development by leading legal research through scholarship and dialogue and
facilitating legal education through teaching and capacity-building. (www.cisdl.org)

Environmental Quality Protection Foundation (EQPF) established in 1984 is the premier ENGO in Taiwan.

Implementing environmental education, tree plantation, and international participation through coordinating
transdisciplinary resources to push forward environmental and sustainable development in our time.
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World’s Largest Lesson (WLL) World’s Largest Lesson brings the Global Goals to children all over the world and
unites them in taking action. Since it was launched in September 2015, the World’s Largest Lesson has reached over
130 countries and impacted over 8 million children each year. (https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/)

Emirates Literature Foundation, home of the Emirates Airline Festival of Literature is a not-for-profit non-
governmental organisation that supports and nurtures a love of literature in the UAE and across the region through a
programme of varied cultural initiatives. Recognising the distinctive contribution that literature makes to children’s
lives, the Foundation focuses on introducing and cultivating a spirit of reading while acting as a catalyst for writing and
cultural exchange. (https://www.elfdubai.org/en/home)

About the “Voices of Future Generations’ Series

To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Voices of Future
Generations Children’s Book Series, led by the United Nations and a consortium of educational charities including the
World Future Council (WFC), the Centre for International Sustainable Development Law (CISDL), the Environmental
Quality Protection Foundation (EQPF), the Fundacion Ecos and the Trust for Sustainable Living (TSL) among others,
as well as the Future Generations Commissioners of several countries, and international leaders from the UN Division
for Sustainable Development, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, the UN Education, Science and Culture
Organisation (UNESCO), the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and other international
organizations, has launched the new Voices of Future Generations Series of Children’s Books.

Every year we feature stories from our selected group of child authors, inspired by the outcomes of the Earth Summit, the
Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) and the world’s Sustainable Development
Goals, and by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) itself. Our junior authors, ages 8-12, are concerned
about future justice, poverty, the global environment, education and children’s rights. Accompanied by illustrations,
each book profiles creative, interesting and adventurous ideas for creating a just and greener future, in the context of
children’s interests and lives.

We aim to publish the books internationally in ten languages, raising the voices of future generations and spread their

messages for a fair and sustainable tomorrow among their peers and adults, worldwide. We welcome you to join us in
support of this inspiring partnership, at www.vofg.org.
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I would like this inspiring story to be read by many children around the world!
It's exciting how two girls - Christina and Hermina - don't resign themselves
to playing in the garbage, but clean up their playground, together with their
classmates. It is so natural for children to live and play in clean neighbourhoods,
schools and playgrounds, that when the adults don't get it right, the children
show them what needs to be done. Thank you, Christina- Angelina, for the brave
act of telling how children are fighting for their right to a clean environment,
education and even laws, thus spurring adults to action. Thanks also to Henry
for the beautiful illustrations and colours!

Dr. Velina Todorova, Vice-Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights

of the Child

The story of Christina and Hermine is a beautiful tale about the need for greater
environmental stewardship, but also about how activists are often born: out
of disdain for a set of circumstances that impacts their lives, in this case, the
challenge of finding a clean environment they could play in and enjoy. Like any
good advocates, these brave girls tried to understand root causes and challenged
those with power to rectify the situation. I was left so heartened by their fighting
spirit and was filled with hope that Christina and Hermine’s generation would
do better than we have done.

Ms. Maria Koulouris, Human Rights Program Director at The 11th

Hour Project

In this amazing book, Christina-Angelina Kassongo not only shows us the
challenges of a littered playground, but also links it to the need to protect
the planet from destruction. She makes us understand that we need a
more comprehensive solution and demonstrates how children can take
brave and untraditional actions to obtain it. I love her strong message about
environmental education for all children, which is fully in line with the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The book gives hope and inspiration!
Prof. Kirsten Sandberg University of Oslo, and former Chair of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child.
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