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Merlini uses the photographic medium to 

transform reality into what seems fantastic. 

Creating metaphors and symbolisms. Making 

photographs look surreal and suspended 

between perception and meaning. 

With ‘The Flood’, the photographer attempts 

to dare the viewer’s self-confidence. Making 

them read this story from a new point of view.

Jonathan Jones 

THE FLOOD

Many Georgians condemned the foreign 

media’s focus on the zoo and their 

indifference to the stories of the human 

victims.

Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia II, an influential 

head of the Georgian Orthodox Church, in 

his Sunday sermon, blamed the floods on the 

“sin” of the former Communist regime. Which, 

he said, built the zoo in its current location 

using money raised from destroying churches 

and melting down their bells.

Late on 13 June 2015 heavy rainfalls hit 

Tbilisi and the nearby areas. By the morning, 

19 people would be dead. Many families 

were now homeless, a zoo destroyed, and a 

city in shock. The city became a wilderness 

full of dangerous beasts.

The zoo lost more than 300 animals. The 

majority, killed by flooding. Several survivors 

— a hippopotamus, big cats, wolves, bears, 

and hyenas—escaped from destroyed pens 

and cages to the streets of Tbilisi. Some were 

killed, others recaptured and brought back to 

the zoo
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BFrancesco was born in Aosta, Italy, in 1986 

and he’s based in Milan. After a bachelor’s 

degree in industrial design at the Politecnico 

University of Milan, he completely devoted 

himself to photography. He works on 

documentary long-term projects. Always 

looking for a point of contact between his 

photojournalistic background and a strong 

interest in metaphors and symbolism.

FRANCESCO MERLINI

Merlini has been exhibited worldwide in 

collective and solo exhibitions. And his 

pictures have been published on Italian 

and international outlets as Washington 

Post, Financial Times, Le Monde, L’Espresso, 

Internazionale, Corriere della Sera, D. La 

Repubblica, Sette, Wired, Gq, Die Welt, La 

Stampa, Rolling Stone.

In 2016 he was selected by the British Journal 

of Photography for ‘The Talent Issue: Ones 

to Watch’. In 2020, Francesco was shortlisted 

for the “Prix HSBC pour la Photographie”. In 

2021, he’s been one of the nominees for the 

Leica Oskar Barnack Award.
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