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Topic PTCnet ELC specialist survey: Specialist classes in the early years      

  
Query 1. What is the age range of children in your Early Learning Center 

program? 
2. Which specialist classes are taught by an adult other than the 
homeroom teacher? 
3. How long are each of these classes? 
3. How frequently are these classes offered per week?    

  
Date December 10, 2012 

  
Query submitted and collated by Chye de Ryckel, Primary School 

PYP Coordinator & Enrichment Teacher 
American International School of Lusaka 
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ELC Specialist Survey Results January 2013

School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

IS Kenya 4 - 5 (PreK and KG) PK:  Music, PE, 
Library  KG:  Music, 
PE, Art, Library, IT

40 minutes 
(sometimes 30 for 
PK)

Once a week except 
for PE

Lincoln Ghana 4-5 year olds PE, Art, Music, 
French, Library and 
IT are integrated but 
have an information 
literacy teacher lead 
this with the 
homeroom teacher

30 minutes for 4yr 
olds, 45 minutes for 5 
yr olds

each single subject is 
taught twice per week 
and library and IT are 
visited once per week 
or on a need basis 
(flexible schedule)

Naseem International 
School
Bahrain

Our ELC starts from 
N- KG 2.  3 - 5 Year 
olds

PE and library only 
1pw per class
They do have singing 
and story assembly 
1pw - but this is lead 
by 1 of the ELC 
teachers

30 min lessons See previous



School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

International School 
of Zug and Luzern

3 to 6 3 and 4 year olds do 
not go to specialist 
lessons, they have 
these specialist 
'pushing in' to their 
outdoor learning time.  
Music, PE, library, 
OT push in during 
outdoor learning (4 
times a week from 
8.30 to 9.40)

5 year olds – Music, 
PE, library, German

45 min KG – per week, 90 
minutes of PE(2 times 
45 minutes), Music 
(45), Library(45) and 
German 4 times a 
week(45 minutes per 
lesson)

Qatar academy We have moved away from having children 'go to' music or PE, instead we have an ECE 
music/PE specialist who works with the teachers and children in a flexible way.  The main 
reason for this is that we expect all children to have music and PE in their program me 
everyday.  It has been very successful and the teachers have collaborated and shared a range 
of ideas together.  At times classes cross group for some indoor or outdoor activities, small 
groups, whole class or classes.

We have moved away from having children 'go to' music or PE, instead we have an ECE 
music/PE specialist who works with the teachers and children in a flexible way.  The main 
reason for this is that we expect all children to have music and PE in their program me 
everyday.  It has been very successful and the teachers have collaborated and shared a range 
of ideas together.  At times classes cross group for some indoor or outdoor activities, small 
groups, whole class or classes.

We have moved away from having children 'go to' music or PE, instead we have an ECE 
music/PE specialist who works with the teachers and children in a flexible way.  The main 
reason for this is that we expect all children to have music and PE in their program me 
everyday.  It has been very successful and the teachers have collaborated and shared a range 
of ideas together.  At times classes cross group for some indoor or outdoor activities, small 
groups, whole class or classes.

We have moved away from having children 'go to' music or PE, instead we have an ECE 
music/PE specialist who works with the teachers and children in a flexible way.  The main 
reason for this is that we expect all children to have music and PE in their program me 
everyday.  It has been very successful and the teachers have collaborated and shared a range 
of ideas together.  At times classes cross group for some indoor or outdoor activities, small 
groups, whole class or classes.



School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

IS Kuala Lumpur 3-6 years old

3-4 and 4-5 yr old (the 
programme runs only 
til 12:30

For the 3/4 & 4/5 year old programs we do not use specialists directly. 
The classes are all taught by the home room teacher.

the 4 year olds get one 25 min class of IT where the classroom teacher 
accompanies (once in 6 day cycle) 

Our 5/6 year old class has 45 min of PE every other day, Art  & Music 
2 x 45min every 6 day cycle. They receive 20min of World Language 
every other day. A

For the 3/4 & 4/5 year old programs we do not use specialists directly. 
The classes are all taught by the home room teacher.

the 4 year olds get one 25 min class of IT where the classroom teacher 
accompanies (once in 6 day cycle) 

Our 5/6 year old class has 45 min of PE every other day, Art  & Music 
2 x 45min every 6 day cycle. They receive 20min of World Language 
every other day. A

For the 3/4 & 4/5 year old programs we do not use specialists directly. 
The classes are all taught by the home room teacher.

the 4 year olds get one 25 min class of IT where the classroom teacher 
accompanies (once in 6 day cycle) 

Our 5/6 year old class has 45 min of PE every other day, Art  & Music 
2 x 45min every 6 day cycle. They receive 20min of World Language 
every other day. A

Utahloy International 
School, Guangzhou

ages 2-5 (4 levels) Arts (music and 
movement /art), P.E. 
And Putonghua 
language

Ranges from 1/2 hour 
1hr depending on the 
age

UNIS Hanoi 3-5 years old 3 year old program have no specialist classes as it is completely 
integrated; PK & K - 2xVietnamese Culture, 2x Music, 2x Art, 2xPE 
and a trip to the library -- each for 40 min.

3 year old program have no specialist classes as it is completely 
integrated; PK & K - 2xVietnamese Culture, 2x Music, 2x Art, 2xPE 
and a trip to the library -- each for 40 min.

3 year old program have no specialist classes as it is completely 
integrated; PK & K - 2xVietnamese Culture, 2x Music, 2x Art, 2xPE 
and a trip to the library -- each for 40 min.

Antwerp IS 2 and 1/2 to 5 Dutch (30 minutes, 2x per week), PE (45 minutes, 2x per week)  In 
Kinder also Art (45 minutes, 2x per week) and Music (45 minutes, 2x 
per week)

Dutch (30 minutes, 2x per week), PE (45 minutes, 2x per week)  In 
Kinder also Art (45 minutes, 2x per week) and Music (45 minutes, 2x 
per week)

Dutch (30 minutes, 2x per week), PE (45 minutes, 2x per week)  In 
Kinder also Art (45 minutes, 2x per week) and Music (45 minutes, 2x 
per week)

Hong Kong Academy 3-6 year olds IT, art, music, PE 1 hour, 1 hour, 45 
mins, 80 mins (40 
mins 3 -4 y.o.)

once



School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

ACS Abu Dhabi 4 years old Next year it will be art, 
music, p.e., and 
Arabic

30 min twice

cayprep.edu.ky 4 years old P.E. (two 45- minute lessons per week.);  Spanish (one thirty-minute 
lesson each week);  ICT (one 45-minute lesson each week) and Music 
(one 45-minute lesson each week.)

P.E. (two 45- minute lessons per week.);  Spanish (one thirty-minute 
lesson each week);  ICT (one 45-minute lesson each week) and Music 
(one 45-minute lesson each week.)

P.E. (two 45- minute lessons per week.);  Spanish (one thirty-minute 
lesson each week);  ICT (one 45-minute lesson each week) and Music 
(one 45-minute lesson each week.)

American School 
Foundation of 
Monterrey

5.5-6.5 years old 
(Kindergarten)

Movement- 35 minutes twice a week
Music-35 minutes twice a week
Art-40 minutes once a week
Spanish- 40 minutes daily

Movement- 35 minutes twice a week
Music-35 minutes twice a week
Art-40 minutes once a week
Spanish- 40 minutes daily

Movement- 35 minutes twice a week
Music-35 minutes twice a week
Art-40 minutes once a week
Spanish- 40 minutes daily

Escuela Internacional 
Sampedrana

Age range is 2 to 6 
year olds

PE, music,Character 
Ed, Library and 
Computer class and 
Spanish ( Computers 
and Spanish just for 
Kindergarten)

Classes are 30 
minutes long

PE--3 times a week. 
Music-- 2 times a 
week. Character 
ED--1 a week. 
Library--1 a week. 
Spanish--3 times a 
week. Computers--1 a 
week

mailto:psprincipal@cayprep.edu.ky
mailto:psprincipal@cayprep.edu.ky


School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

FDR Lima 3-6 year olds counseling, music, PE 
and library

30 min Counseling- 1x every 
other week
Music- 2xper week for 
EC3 and EC4, 3xper 
week for Kinder
PE- 3x per week for 
EC3 and EC4, 2xper 
week for Kinder
(PE and music 
schedule will flip each 
semester)
Library- 1x per week, 

Colegio Americano de 
Torreón A.C.

Nursery (3 years old) 
& Preschool ( 4 years 
old)

KG (5 years old)

PE, Computer, 
Library, Music and 
Spanish

PE, Computer, Library and Music 30 min once 
a week, Spanish 40 min. 4X a week

PE, Computer & Library 30 min, Music 30 min 
2X/week, Spanish 40 min 4X/week

PE, Computer, Library and Music 30 min once 
a week, Spanish 40 min. 4X a week

PE, Computer & Library 30 min, Music 30 min 
2X/week, Spanish 40 min 4X/week

International School 
of Luxembourg

Preschool to Grade 1 EAL, PE, Music, 
French (from K1), Art 
(from K2), Library

40mins PE x 3, Music x2, 
French x4, Art x2, 
Library x1

TEDA Int’l School 10 months - 4.5 years Dance, music, PE 2 year olds – 20 min dance, 1x/week
3-4 year olds - 30 min dance 2x/wk; 30 min 
music 1x/wk; 30 min PE 1x/wk

2 year olds – 20 min dance, 1x/week
3-4 year olds - 30 min dance 2x/wk; 30 min 
music 1x/wk; 30 min PE 1x/wk



School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

Shanghai Community 
International School 

2 year olds to 7 year 
olds (what we call 
Nursery to Grade 1)  
US system

- 2 year old (Nursery):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement class 
(similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) and 
a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 3 year old (Pre-School):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement 
class (similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) 
and a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 4 year old (Pre-Kidnergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 5 year old (Kindergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 6 year old (Grade 1): 2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 times a 
week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute Modern 
language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 

- 2 year old (Nursery):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement class 
(similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) and 
a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 3 year old (Pre-School):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement 
class (similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) 
and a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 4 year old (Pre-Kidnergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 5 year old (Kindergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 6 year old (Grade 1): 2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 times a 
week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute Modern 
language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 

- 2 year old (Nursery):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement class 
(similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) and 
a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 3 year old (Pre-School):  a 30 minute daily Rhythm and Movement 
class (similar to a Gymboree style program, a combo of music and PE) 
and a 20 minute daily Modern language class.
- 4 year old (Pre-Kidnergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 5 year old (Kindergarten):  2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 
times a week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute 
Modern language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 
- 6 year old (Grade 1): 2 times a week 40 minute PE Class; 2 times a 
week 40 minute Music Class; 5 times a week 40 minute Modern 
language class; 1 day a week 30 minute Library 

Ages 3-5 The librarian visits once per week, the art teacher joins center time 
twice per week, Physical Education once per week, Gymnastics once 
per week, Music once per week. - each 40 min  we only travel for P.E. 
and gymnastics

The librarian visits once per week, the art teacher joins center time 
twice per week, Physical Education once per week, Gymnastics once 
per week, Music once per week. - each 40 min  we only travel for P.E. 
and gymnastics

The librarian visits once per week, the art teacher joins center time 
twice per week, Physical Education once per week, Gymnastics once 
per week, Music once per week. - each 40 min  we only travel for P.E. 
and gymnastics



School What is the age range 
of children in your 
Early Learning Center 
program?

Which specialist 
classes are taught by 
an adult other than 
the homeroom 
teacher?

How long are each of 
these classes?

How frequently are 
these classes offered 
per week?

The American 
International School 
of Bucharest

3 & 4 Art;  Music & 
Movement; Library

50 min blocks We operate on a 6 
day cycle and the 
frequency is as 
follows: Art twice a 
cycle; Library once a 
cycle and Music & 
Movement daily.

American School of 
Guatemala

5-7 years old 
(Kindergarten and 
Grade 1)

Art, Music, PE/
Swimming, 
Technology, Library

Approximately 45 
minutes

Most once a week, 
although there are 
two Art periods every 
other week.

Utahloy International 
School

ages 2-5 (4 levels) Arts (music and 
movement /art), P.E. 
& Putonghua 
language

Ranges from 1/2 hour 
1hr depending on the 
age

Ranges from 1 hour 
to 3 hours depending 
on the class and age

Singapore American 
School

Preschool--  3 years 
Pre-Kindergarten--  4 
years

- Chinese    5x/wk-- 20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Perceptual Motor  4x/ wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 
minutes for Pre-K
- Library 1 X/wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Counselor--  Friendship class  once every other week (20 minutes 
each class)
- Speech-Language Intervention--  only for students with speech or 
language delays,  as identified on IEP

- Chinese    5x/wk-- 20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Perceptual Motor  4x/ wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 
minutes for Pre-K
- Library 1 X/wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Counselor--  Friendship class  once every other week (20 minutes 
each class)
- Speech-Language Intervention--  only for students with speech or 
language delays,  as identified on IEP

- Chinese    5x/wk-- 20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Perceptual Motor  4x/ wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 
minutes for Pre-K
- Library 1 X/wk--    20 minutes for preschool and 25 minutes for Pre-K
- Counselor--  Friendship class  once every other week (20 minutes 
each class)
- Speech-Language Intervention--  only for students with speech or 
language delays,  as identified on IEP

* Results compiled by Chye de Ryckel (PYP Coordinator, American International School of Lusaka)
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