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Individual responses on following page(s).  
 

Handwriting 
 

Handwriting insights – Process and Programs – April 2013 

 

Handwriting - here's an extract from a push from a group of teachers: Personally I like the 

version that is on Sparklebox which is a very UK based version. The reason I like it is because 

we have students who come from all over the world who have not learnt to use cursive and this 

UK version enables students to use the shapes they know and add joins - ta dah. However, it is 

somewhat, uhm, babyish shall we say, so I would recommend that version to be taught to 

students who join the school in Grades 4 and 5 and already have a style of handwriting and this 

can be used to enable them to use a faster, joined style of handwriting. The UK version is also 

recommended for students with learning difficulties as it is SIMPLE. 

Either way - we teach cursive from Grade 1. 

 

International School of Paris 

 

Handwriting 

Teachers should expect good handwriting from students but it should not be emphasized 

to the detriment of creativity and love of writing; good presentation should be 

emphasized in final drafts, but not every piece of writing children produce needs to be 

perfect. Teachers should, as much as possible, provide real reasons for students to 

make handwriting legible through having a real audience and real purposes for writing. 

Teachers will individualize feedback and instruction based on the needs of students, 

including left-handed and right-handed students, students with special educational needs 

or handwriting difficulties. Teachers should allow for different handwriting styles of new 

students entering IST. Teachers should encourage students to improve on this 

handwriting style. In time, every writer will develop his or her own personal style of 
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writing and this should be encouraged. Teachers need up to Grade 2 need to print 

clearly when writing on the board or on flip charts. 

 

 Introduction of skills Minimum expectations 

EC1-2 Teachers will model Denealian 

(as shown through Jolly 

Phonics) and Nelson printing in 

the context of language 

lessons. These handwriting 

resources complement each 

other and can be used side by 

side. Students will have a 

chance to practice letter 

formation with familiar words, 

such as their names, using 

various tools and media. 

Handwriting for correct 

formation will only be expected 

when writing names as when 

story writing occurs, the 

message is the most important 

element. 

Early childhood and kindergarten 

students will be introduced to and 

explore correct letter formation and 

letter families (letters that begin with 

the same movement/shape). 

Handwriting for correct formation will 

only be expected when writing names 

as when story writing occurs, the 

message is the most important 

element. Initially, lines will not be 

used. Students will be introduced to, 

and explore, spacing between words. 

KG Teachers will continue to model 

Denealian (as shown through 

Jolly Phonics) and Nelson 

printing in the context of 

language lessons and teach 

handwriting skills for 40 - 50 

minutes per week. Students will 

have a chance to practice letter 

formation with their names and 

familiar words regularly used in 

writing, using various tools and 

media. 

As above 

G1 Teachers will continue to model Correct letter formation 
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Denealian (as shown through 

Jolly Phonics) and Nelson 

printing in the context of 

language lessons and teach 

handwriting skills for 40 - 50 

minutes per week. Students 

who need further practice in 

order to meet grade level 

expectations will receive 

appropriate instruction and 

practice opportunities. 

Letters sitting on the lines 

Adequate spacing between letters 

and words 

 

 

G2 As above 

Joined writing will be introduced 

in Grade 2. 

Correct letter formation 

Letters sitting on the lines 

Adequate spacing between letters 

and words 

Consistency in size 

Correct use of lower/upper case 

G3 Teachers will continue to teach 

joined writing, using Nelson 

script. Joined writing should be 

taught 40 - 50 minutes per 

week. 

Correct letter formation 

Letters sitting on the lines 

Adequate spacing between letters 

and words 

Consistency in size 

Correct use of lower/upper case 

Correct letter joining in student 

preferred script (if new to IST, joining 

from a different system with possible 

culturally different approach/style) 

G4 & 5 Students who need further 

practice in order to meet grade 

level expectations will receive 

appropriate instruction and 

practice opportunities. 

As above 

International School of Tanganyika 
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At ISL we have been using Nelson Handwriting for some time now. Each student has the 

Nelson handwriting guide appropriate to their level of development. We also have the 

font loaded onto all computers to ensure that we are consistent with our use, however 

we do believe that they need to explore lots of other fonts for presentation. We also do 

not expect students to radically change their handwriting if they arrive with an 

established handwriting style from previous school experiences, the expectation is that 

their handwriting is legible to all and that they practice.  

 

International School of Luxembourg  

 

At Pan American School we begin formal handwriting instruction with our 5 year olds in 

K5.  We have been using the Casey the Caterpillar program as our main resource for the 

past three years.  Overall, we are satisfied with the approach as it links different 

handwriting strokes with specific names from a fun story about a caterpillar.  A couple of 

teachers, though, have mentioned that all of the language involved in the program 

(specific vocabulary with the stroke names) can be a little overwhelming for our young 

English language learners.  We will be looking into Handwriting Without Tears next year 

during our English language arts curriculum review to see if this may be a better match 

for our needs. 

 

The Pan American School of Porto Alegre 

 

In Kraków we don't have a handwriting program.  If teachers identify individual students 

who need work in this area, we provide individual instruction.  

 

International School of Kraków 

 

I highly suggest looking into this resource http://www.realspellers.org/forums/orthography/780-

getting-it-write-real-script-is-here as it puts meaning and connection into handwriting. It is 

connected with structured word inquiry and motor memory and aligns with the PYP philosophy.  

 

We use structured word inquiry as our approach to spelling and word study and this new script 

should be the next step for us. Until now we have used Sassoon font to compliment the real 

spelling instruction however handwriting instruction is inconsistent at our school. 

 

Lincoln Community School Accra, Ghana 
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Writing 
 

Writing insights – Text types v. Genres – April 2013 

 

For genres, we have access to First Steps as a resource but some of us did a course with John 

Polias called How Language Works. A great course - look him up online if you're not aware of his 

work. He has a big push to use genres as each genre has its own purpose and recognisable 

language structures and organisation. Eg. recount - past tense, retelling events, chronological 

order. But then using genres excludes "poetry" as a genre as poetry has many different purposes 

and structures. That's been an interesting discussion. A specific form of poetry such as haiku 

would be a genre though. 

 

International School of Paris 

 

We have been talking about the teaching of genres and text types for a couple of years now, but 

we haven't settled on a consistent approach to this just yet.  

 

As of now, teachers are choosing text types and genres on their own and are articulating those in 

their yearly curriculum maps (as well as in their PYP unit planners since the text types and 

genres almost always support learning through the units). 

 

International School of Lusaka 

 

At ASBarcelona we have been instructing Denilian from Grade 1 up and then teaching cursive at 

Grade 2. 

We are thinking of moving to the resource Handwriting without Tears and moving cursive to 

Grade 3. 

We are having many discussions about whether cursive is still necessary in our world of typing 

and technology. 

 

American School of Barcelona 

 

Qatar Academy uses text types.  We provide regular literacy PD for the whole PYP staff on the 

use of text types to teach reading and writing, which goes a long way towards common language 

and approach.  We also have a planned curriculum for language, and our POI indicates which 

text types are focused on in each unit.  It took time and discussion to agree on this, as some 

grade levels had to change the text types in certain units, but in the end it made a much more 

cohesive and well-articulated literacy program. 

 

Qatar Academy 
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We use the term genre as it is more precise than text types. We have a genre map which 

supports articulation across the grades. 

 

International School of Brussels 

 

We just had this discussion here! PD day in Feb was used to iron out some issues.The 

terms were being used interchangeably and it wasn't clear what was meant by each 

term, especially as some terms actually mean different things to different nationalities. 

We have moved towards using genre to mean subsets of text types, so for example the 

genres of narrative include science-fiction, historical, realistic etc 

We have adopted the New South Wales Text Types Resource Book to define our ten 

text types: recount, narrative, procedure, information report, explanation, discussion, 

exposition, description, poetry, response. 

We've now just mapped the teaching of these text types across the grades, linked to 

units, ongoing, or stand alone, with reference to which will be taken through the entire 

writing process. 

 

International School of Tanganyika 

 

We have adopted the NSW text type approach to writing in the Lower School and use 

their print materials for descriptors of each text type: 

 

https://bosho.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/CGI-

BIN/LANSAWEB?WEBEVENT+L1767D5068CD6E201DB9D08S+PRD+ENG 

 

We have also developed a spread of text types across the grades to ensure that no 

significant text types are missed along the way. 

 

International School of Luxembourg  

 

We emphasize a genre/text type approach but we call them communication types. We 

find this stops teachers overly focusing on the texts as written only. Communication can 

also be oral, visual or a combination. We have set major focuses for each grade 

although everyone teaches all of them. 

 

International School of Beijing 

 

http://www.theptc.org/
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Here in Kraków, we use the term genres.  We assure articulation and common 

vocabulary from Grade 0 - 8 by using the 6 + 1 Traits program throughout.  We adopted 

it this year and are finding it very useful for getting all teachers and students on the same 

page.  We are providing training on the writer's workshop this summer in order to get 

everyone on the same page there as well. 

 

International School of Kraków 
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