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A Culture of Fear
In 1997, a 14-year-old student in Idaho Falls won a Science Fair by
showing how conditioned we have become to alarmists spreading fear. In
his project, he urged people to sign a petition demanding strict control or
total elimination of the chemical "dihydrogen monoxide" for the following
reasons: 1. It can cause excessive sweating and vomiting; 2. It is a major
component in acid rain; 3. It can cause severe burns in its gaseous state; 4.
Accidental inhalation can kill you; 5. It contributes to the erosion of our
natural landscape; 6. It decreases the effectiveness of automobile brakes;
and 7. It is found in the tumors of terminally ill cancer patients. He asked
50 people if they would support a ban. 43 said yes, 6 were undecided, and
only one knew what the chemical was...WATER.
We are surrounded by a culture of fear. We are urged to fear daily. I get
email from a variety of sources urging me to be afraid for one reason or
another (usually to donate money). News pundits and politicians urge us to
fear. Issue-oriented organizations urge us to fear. Worst of all, we are told to
fear each other. If we believe all these messages, we greet our neighbors
with suspicion. We are told that they might not believe the way we do, or
they might want to change the world or keep it from changing. They might
even change our very way of life!
In scripture, we read, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear” (1 John 4:18a). The author spends a considerable amount of energy
urging love. Earlier, he writes, “Beloved, let us love one another, because
love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God
(1 John 4:7).
I was so grateful recently to receive a message urging us to love. The
result was a 10-foot tall version of the Titanic, made completely of cans of
food (with a little bit of foam board tossed in to steady the structure). A
trophy sits in the narthex celebrating the event. I am so thankful for the
Middleton Outreach Ministry and their message and to our congregation for
responding.
The love of God in Christ Jesus calls us to come together, to see human
need around us, and to respond in love. That’s real mission. That’s what
Christ’s church is called to be: Christ’s love, active in our world.
May the peace of God be with you,
Pastor Ted Lindquist
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Steeple to Steeple Ride for Hunger
West Middleton Lutheran Church is assembling a group for the
2017 Steeple to Steeple Ride for Hunger on Saturday, June 24.
Starting at All Saints in Fitchburg, you can choose from three
different routes:
Surprise someone on this
list with a card or phone
call. You’ll both smile!
6/1

Alex Danz
Charlene DonahueShabi
6/5 Ken Beckwith
Noah Roberson
6/6 Eric Kostecki
Payton Kussart
6/7 Lauren Martin
6/9 Corey Haack
Janell Moody
6/11 Nick Madson
6/13 Albert Chen
David Piller
6/14 Roger Gmur
Chuck Morkri
Lois Pierstorff
6/16 Adam Ridgely
6/17 Randy Andersen
James Gerry
Gene Stormer
6/18 Ryan Meyer
6/21 Brett Gilge
6/22 Brynja Helmers
6/25 Colby Engel
Ruth Hodgson
6/26 Lois Pikoske
6/27 Al Barsness
Chelsea Sullivan
6/28 Will Mueller
Jeff Wood
6/30 Roxanne Piller

7:00 a.m.: 100 km Metric Century (lightly travelled country
roads)
8:00 a.m.: 30 mile ride (lightly travelled country roads)
9:00 a.m. Family Ride (up to 14 miles roundtrip on bike trail)
We are looking to put a group together for the Family Ride and,
if we have enough interest, the 30 mile ride. You can sign up on the
kiosk in the narthex at church. To ride (or just
to donate!), please visit www.steepleride.com.
Registration is $25 for adults and $5 for
children. Register by June 19 and save the $10
on-site fee! All proceeds and donations will
provide food for the hungry through ELCA
World Hunger efforts.
-Submitted by Jane Hyer

American Players Theatre Outing
A small number of tickets are available for a performance of A
Midsummer’s Night Dream at the American Players Theatre on
Wednesday, June 28. Come see this iconic fairy tale presented in its
true home: an enchanted forest in Spring Green! This classic
Shakespeare play is a mingling of the real and the fantastic—lovers’
lives are complicated by city law, feuding fairy royalty, and (of
course!) love. We will meet for a potluck picnic at 6 p.m. Please
bring your own tableware, drinks, and a dish to share. The play
begins at 7:30 p.m. Sign up on the kiosk in the narthex
or talk to Ann Walser or Jane Hyer.
-Submitted by Jane Hyer

Help Us Minister to Those in Need!
Father’s Day is
June 18!

If you know of anyone who is in need of a call or visit from Pastor
Ted, please contact the church office. It can be a member you
haven’t seen in services recently, someone who was or is in the
hospital, or someone who just needs help. We keep your information
confidential.
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A Summer of Stained Glass Windows
This summer, our sermons and worship will center around our
sanctuary’s stained glass windows and the stories they portray.
Discover the themes and celebrate their message each week!
June 1 & 4: Pentecost
June 15 & 18: It’s Christmas!
June 29 & July 2: The Baptism of Jesus
July 6 & 9: Called to be Fishers of People
July 13 & 16: The Parable of the Sower
July 27 & 30: The Parable of the Lost Sheep
August 3 & 6: Let the Children Come to Me
August 10 & 13: Lent
August 17 & 20: Easter

Surprise someone on this
list with a card or phone
call. You’ll both smile!
7/1

7/2
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/11

7/13

Thursday Movie Nights Begin June 8
Join us for our summer movie nights! Come for fellowship, a
movie, maybe a few snacks, and discussion about the movie in
light of our faith and experiences. Our first movie is Collateral
Beauty, starring Will Smith, Kiera Knightly, Helen Mirren, and
Edward Norton. We will gather twice a month at 7:15 p.m.
(immediately following our Thursday night worship service). At
the end of the evening, we will choose
a film for our next movie night.
Movie nights are June 8, June 29,
July 14 (Friday at 7 p.m.), July 27,
August 10, and August 24.

7/14
7/15

7/17
7/19
7/21
7/23
7/25
7/26
7/28
7/29
7/30

Lindsay Rothering
Max Stenklyft
Ruth Koberle
Kenna Danz
Abigael Quinn
Kasey Rothering
Richard Sachse
Elaine Klosterman
Herb Pikoske
Duane Kittleson
Dick Vilstrup
Sophie Wilde
Mary Duckwitz
Lori Gruel
Tim Griswold
Pat Kusenberger
John Peterson
Lance Raddock
Bruce Emden
Michael Engel
Michele Pansegrau
Ann Peterson
John Jaeschke
Mary Reuter
Andrew Lyons
Ethel Furry
Ben Bremer
Maddie Bremer
Jane Backus
Emily Stormer
Anezka Helmers
Carol Voss
Brad Mueller
Roberta Polley
Kayla Beckwith
Brooke Olson

The church office will be closed Tuesday, July 4 in
observance of Independence Day.
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All youth: We are holding a family potluck picnic for all
ages on Thursday, June 15th starting a 5:30 pm. All ages
are welcome!
Confirmation: The Confirmation end of the year picnic
has been moved to Thursday, June 15, which is the same
night as the family potluck picnic. See you there!
Mission Trip Site Change: After 21 years of community service, YouthWorks came to the
decision to end programming this summer in Martin, South Dakota. Instead, our youth will
be serving in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
High School: On Sunday, June 18 a group of our high school youth will be heading up to
Minneapolis, Minnesota, for their annual mission trip. They will return Friday, June 23.
Thank you to the congregation for all of your support as we prepare for this awesome
experience!
Have a great summer, and be sure to watch both the Mini Pioneer and ePioneer for upcoming
fall youth events!
-Submitted by Bailey Green

Faith, Family, and Fun by the Fire!
Join us on Thursday, June 15 for a family potluck at 5:30 p.m. Stay
for church at 6:30 p.m., and afterwards we will play games, roast
marshmallows, and enjoy fellowship around the fire! Watch for more
details and a sign-up in June. This event is in lieu of Vacation Bible
School and sponsored by the Christian Development Committee.
Everyone is welcome!

-Submitted by Cheryl Gilge

Something New: Invitation Cards!
The Fellowship & Outreach Committee has created a WMLC invitation
card that can be handed out to anyone who is interested in our church. You
can find them in the pews and around the church. They are the size of a
regular business card. The cards have our church information and location on
them, and there is even a place for you to write a personalized message! Feel
free to take some and distribute them to your friends, family, and neighbors.
-Submitted by Jane Hyer
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Sunday School News
Another Sunday School year is in the books! During the fall, we raised over $100 in
offering for Middleton Outreach Ministry. This spring, we purchased over $130 worth of items
from the Rainbow Project's Wish List (modeling clay, paints, and toy doctor kits). The Rainbow
Project is a non-profit organization that works with young children and their families
who have experienced various forms of abuse, neglect, community and domestic violence.
At our year-end party, the children celebrated with a rainbow theme, in honor of our
contribution to the Rainbow Project. We decorated rainbow cupcakes, created thumbprint
rainbow artwork that will be displayed, and played games and decorated our patio with
sidewalk chalk designs.
Thanks to all of our teachers, volunteers and staff for another fun-filled and successful
year!
PreK/K Teachers: Lindsay and Tim Rothering
1st Grade Teacher: Cheryl Gilge
3-4th grade Teachers: Lorelle Micklitz and Shannon Meyer
5-6th grade Teachers: Ryan Meyer and Sarah Bremer
Coordinators: Monica Jaloszynski and Cheryl Gilge
Youth Director and music leader: Bailey Green
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Find a New Favorite in the Church Library
One of our church librarians, Kris Holdorf, recommends some of her favorite books. You can
check out any of the following from our church library: Welcome to the World, Baby Girl by
Fanny Flagg, Still Alice by Lisa Genova, Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom, Population 485
by Michael Perry, all fiction books by Jennifer Chiaverini, and The Language of Flowers by
Vanessa Diffenbaugh.
Stop in and browse through our selection. Maybe you will find one of your
favorite titles! To check out a book, simply write down the book title, your
name, and the date on the legal pad in the Children’s Corner of the library.
Keep the book as long as you wish—there are no limits and no fines!
-Submitted by Dee Lunda

Self–Defense Seminar
A self-defense seminar will be taught on Saturday, June 10 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Attendees
will learn to protect themselves and escape from threatening situations. The class will be led by
two arnisadors (practitioners of a Filipino stick art). Participants must be 14 or older. Donations
of money or canned goods will go to support Middleton Outreach Ministry’s food pantry. Sign up
on the kiosk in the narthex today!
-Submitted by Gayla Nichols-Jensen

Volunteers Needed!

To the West Middleton Church congregation:
Thanks to all of you who remembered me
on my 95th birthday with all of the lovely
cards and good wishes; and also when I was
sick with all of the very thoughtful cards and
prayers. These were all such an appreciated
act of kindness. I’m back on my feet now and
feeling much better. God bless all of you and
thanks again.
Dorothy Volker

Are you interested in having a BIG impact
on our worship services? We are looking for
Greeters, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, Lectors,
Audio/Visual volunteers and Fellowship
hosts. You can decide when and how often you
volunteer! Training is provided. This may be a
small commitment, but it is an extremely
important volunteer opportunity! Please email
Kris Patterson and Jill Bradshaw at
wmlchurch.worship.assistant@gmail.com
or call Jill at 203-6155.
Thank you!
-Submitted by
Jill Bradshaw
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Boy Scout Troop 640 Update
“Scouts Day Out” is about having as much fun as you can in one day with your troop. We do
Scouts Day Out every year. We get to choose what we do so it is never the same experience. For
our last Scouts Day Out on December 3, we went to Escape Rooms, went roller skating at Fast
Forward, went to Pizza Hut for dinner, and then saw Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them. At Escape Rooms you are closed in a
room for one hour and you have to find clues
to escape before time runs out. Our room was
a plane that crashed into the ocean and we
had to escape before it flooded. We got out
with less than 10 seconds left! Escape Rooms
was fun because it made you work together in
a small room with one goal and a limited
amount of time. Overall, Scouts Day Out was
super fun because it was with all of my fellow
scouts.
-Submitted by Ian Rodriguez

Troop 640 waiting for pizza after their
Escape Room victory!

Troop 640 enjoyed a weekend at Devil’s Lake in April with perfect weather for their first
camping trip of the season. The Troop invited the Pack (younger scouts) to join them for a night
of camping and hiking. They also taught them the basics of setting up a tent, preparing food
over a campfire, and just having fun. The boys experienced homemade chili over a campfire and
tried military MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat) for lunch during their hike. The boys always enjoy
scaling the rocks at Devil’s Lake and a few boys slept under the stars in their hammocks.
The Troop headed out for their first canoe trip in May, and they are planning for a week of
summer camp in June when a few of the boys will be jet skiing for the week. The Troop will
have experiences later this summer sailing in the Florida Keys and hiking in Kettle Moraine. It
is a great year to be part of Troop 640!
-Submitted by Heather Bogner
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Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m. to Noon
Staff:
Ted Lindquist, Pastor
Bailey Green, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Rebecca Carlson, Administrative Assistant
Karen Zimmerman, Interim Music Director
Roger Gmur, Choir Director
Anna Myeong, Musician/Organist
June Zeeh, Church Musician

Sunday School for age 3-grade 6
continues in the fall.
Sunday
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Fellowship

Thursday
6:30 p.m. Worship
Summer Schedule:
For a full color version, please visit our
website: www.wmlchurch.org
Editor and Copy Editor:
Rebecca Carlson
Charlotte Johnston

The 15th of every other month
We report the news, but YOU make it!
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE:

July 14
Newsletter Deadline
July 5 & 19
Quilters
July 4
Independence Day; Church Office Closed
June 18
Father’s Day
June 11
Graduate Recognition
June 6 & 20
Quilters
June 4
Pentecost

June 3
Arts & Crafts Group

