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As I write this, I have been with you a brief three weeks. I am
beginning to get a sense of “who” West Middleton Lutheran is and how
God’s Work. Our Hands.
things operate. THANK YOU for your welcoming spirit and your
‘moving forward’ attitude. That will serve us well! Interim time is
always a little bit unsettling, but you seem to be handling it well.

Wednesdays in Lent

Most likely, I will never have an experience quite like the barn
service in mid-December. Who knew that a cow could chime in at the
1 absolutely perfect scriptural moment? I’ve told that story to so many
2 pastors in the synod. If you were not present, get someone to share the
story with you. It is worth your time.
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As you know, I am a trained Intentional Interim. That means that I
look at the church through a slightly different lens. I see systems and
organizational challenges that might be better or may need tweaking. I
want to help you be in a healthy place to welcome your next shepherd.
There are things we can discuss and things we can do to be ready for
that next chapter of WML’s life. The call committee is hard at work.
They are a fine group and I am confident their job will be done
thoroughly with your help. You’ll be hearing a great deal from them.
Stay tuned for their updates and messages. They will need your input.
Everyone’s opinion and prayers count. Remember the process in your
personal prayer life. Prayer support makes an incredible difference and
we want them to feel that support.
I had my first confirmation class last evening. A lively group, easy
conversation. They obviously are not afraid to express their thoughts,
their questions, their opinions. They include many dreams for the
future. Asked what they would like to be or do if they had that evening
to decide, the answers are broad and include: clothing designer,
financial advisor, glass blower, millionaire, photographer, writer,
zoologist, and veterinarian. Lofty goals for those so young. It is good for
the openness in this congregation that the young people can express
themselves. They will be a joy to work with. THANK YOU, Bailey
Green, for working, planning, playing and guiding these young folks on
behalf of the congregation.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
I am looking forward to the coming weeks, to meeting our less
mobile members and sharing a visit and communion with them. I’ll
be calling and/or coming by soon.

Surprise someone on this
list with a card or phone
call. You’ll both smile!
2/2
2/3
2/5
2/6
2/7
2/8
2/9
2/12
2/13
2/16
2/17
2/19
2/21
2/24
2/25
2/29

Kathy Boelter
Marty Ellestad
Lucas Sutcliffe
Henrietta Smalley
Sarah Wilde
Dee Lunda
Josh Stormer
Kevin Micklitz
Adam Hanson
Alec Johnson
Tim Harms
Steven Polley
Nicole Rawling
Renee Fiely-Olson
Jim Dahlk
David Ellestad
Beth Stenklyft
Sue Gmur
Kale Johnson
Alison Moe
Betty Glaaser

Daylight Savings
Time begins
March 11!
Don’t forget to
“spring forward” one
hour—otherwise
you’ll miss all the fun
at church!

Please reach out to me if you have concerns or just wish to visit.
I will be off on Friday, but around the office most mornings (I tend
to call in the late morning and/or early afternoon). Call ahead in
this chilly weather so I know you are coming.
May the God of Life bless your new year. 2018 will be an
exciting time here at West Middleton Lutheran. May it be exciting
in each of your lives as well. I’m pleased to be serving you and hope
you and I will get a chance to know each other well.
In Service, Pastor Bonnie

Wednesdays in Lent
Our Wednesday Lenten services begin Wednesday, February 14
with our Ash Wednesday service. Please join us for a time of
reflection and repentance as we prepare our hearts for the Lenten
season. All Wednesday services begin at 7 p.m.
Please join us for our Lenten dinners which start at 5:45 p.m.
each Wednesday. Each week, a different group in the church will
prepare and serve a meal to those attending. It is a wonderful
chance for fellowship and reflection as we enter the Lenten season.
The dinners will be hosted by the following groups (a contact person
is listed in parentheses):

Confirmation Youth (Bailey Green)
Worship and Music Committee (Lynn Schultz)
Call Committee (Jessica Helmers)
Council and Fellowship/Outreach Committee
(Jane Hyer)
 March 21: Youth Mission Trip (Bailey Green)





February 21:
February 28:
March 7:
March 14:

We thank all our volunteers for donating their time and
creativity!
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Pastoral Call Committee Update
The Call Committee is preparing several small surveys for
members, which we will use to complete our site profile. The
current survey can be found on the insert page. You can also find a
link to the survey on the website and in the weekly ePioneer. We
will also have paper surveys in the church bulletin. Please take a
minute and provide us with your feedback. If you have already
responded, we thank you for your feedback.
As we move further into the call process, please feel free to
contact any of the call committee members with questions or
concerns. We appreciate your prayers and support during the call
process.
Call Committee Members & Contact Information

Surprise someone on this
list with a card or phone
call. You’ll both smile!
3/3
3/4
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9

Bryan Haack, Co-chair - bryanhaack@hotmail.com
Warren Myers, Co-chair - wmgoblue@gmail.com
Kathy Andersen - rkbe7502@gmail.com
Jessica Helmers - jesslosee@gmail.com
Brad Mueller - bmueller@wipflihewins.com
Dan Patterson - dp@gfpx.com
Rachel Roberson - rachroberson11@yahoo.com
Lindsay Rothering - timandlinroth@gmail.com
Ann Walser - anncwalser@gmail.com

3/11
3/12
3/13
3/14
3/15
3/16
3/20
3/21
3/22

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Please join us for our Holy Week services as
we look forward to celebrating Easter and Christ’s
resurrection!
Palm Sunday: March 25, 9 a.m.
Maundy Thursday: March 29, 7 p.m.
Good Friday: March 30, 12:15 and 7 p.m.

Kylie Mueller
Julie Sutcliffe
Emma Headington
Kathleen Kussart
Dennis Emden
Madeline Sachse
Mae Hartwig
Gayla Nichols-Jensen
Margaret Patterson
Brenda Ferrier
Lori Wood
Jackie Andersen
Shannon Meyer
Carolyn Ridgely
Tom Scheider
Kyle Beckwith
Jodi Engel
Sara Griswold
Eric Ellestad
Roger Rathfelder
John Ridgely
Jerry Geurts
Angela Hanson
Jeff Berger
Abbi Nichols-Jensen

3/24 John Peterson
3/25 Jill Bradshaw
3/27 John Andersen
Barb Geurts
Max Seeland
Katie Stormer
3/28 Dan Scheider
3/29 Ardith Lawson
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It is truly a privilege to have found West Middleton Lutheran Church! Thank you for your
warm welcome, and for your joyous response to music in worship. I look forward to
opportunities to grow our talents, our group, and our outreach! Advent and Christmas were
beautiful, and as we enjoy our Epiphany season my heart turns to planning Lent and Easter.
Join In the Fun!
Thursday night is music ministry night at West Middleton, and you are
invited. Please consider giving it a try. The choir will delight in having
another soprano, alto, tenor, or bass. The praise team hopes for more vocalists
and instrumentalists. We have a nice set of hand chimes, and with only seven
ringers, we could make lovely music. And there are always songs to sing that
include solo C-instruments. No auditions, ever. No experience is required.
Everybody from middle school on up is encouraged to come.
Taking It on the Road!
Please keep your ears open, and let me know if you discover community
musical opportunities for us. I invite you to join me at a Hand Bell Festival
Conference in Rochester, Minnesota on June 22-24, 2018. The group will
rehearse the repertoire for seven weeks before the conference. Interested?
Please be in touch right away.
Can You Help in the Music Library?
I’m looking for volunteer assistance to organize the music library. Together we would
establish a catalog of songs, alphabetize and categorize, and generally make that treasure
trove useful. All offers will be gratefully accepted!
Favorite Songs?
If you have familiar favorites, please pass those suggestions along. I love when inspiration
springs from new sources!
Anne Meyer, Director of Music
music@wmlchurch.org
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Snuggle Up with a Good Book!
The WMLC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, February 13 at 1 p.m. at
Oakwood Village West with Nancy Kittleson hosting. We will continue to
discuss The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. We will also pass out the book for
March, Hillbilly Ellegy by J. D. Vance. If you have any questions, contact Betty
Glaaser at 798-2883.

All Church Bowling
Day
Be sure to join us on Saturday,
February 10 from 12-2 p.m. at Middleton
Sport Bowl (6815 University Avenue,
Middleton) for an afternoon of family fun!
The cost is $2.75 per game and $2.25 for
shoe rentals. If you like bowling, then you
will not want to miss out on this event!
Please contact Bailey Green with any
questions.
-Submitted by Bailey Green

Tickle Your Funny Bone
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I hope everyone had a relaxing Christmas break and
a Happy New Year. February and March are filled with
events for kids and adults of all ages, so be sure to save
the following dates!
Sunday School
•

We plan to go sledding on Saturday, January 27, but if there is not enough snow then the
“snow date” will be on Saturday, February 3, from 12-2 p.m. at the winter sledding hill in
Middleton Hills Park, 6805 Frank Lloyd Wright Ave., Middleton, WI 53562.

•

Saturday, March 3 is a movie and board game night at WMLC from 5-8 p.m. We will order
pizzas, watch a movie, play games, and enjoy fellowship time together. Movie TBD; watch
your emails and the church website for more information!

Confirmation
•

Confirmation classes will continue as scheduled according to the revised class syllabus,
which is available on the church website. The season of Lent begins on Wednesday,
February 14, with Ash Wednesday. Confirmation youth are expected to attend the
Lenten worship services during the season of Lent instead of formal confirmation
classes. Dinner begins at 5:45 p.m., and services begin at 7 p.m. The dinners are not
required, but we highly encourage you to attend.

•

Confirmation students and their families will host a Lenten dinner on February
21. Please arrive at WLMC for dinner set-up no later than 5:15 p.m. Bailey will send out a
dish-to-pass sign-up sheet via email as the date gets closer, so please watch your emails for
that.

•

We will also be holding a confirmation overnight lock-in at WMLC on Saturday,
March 10, and Sunday, March 11, from 7:30 p.m. to 9 a.m. We ask that confirmation
students bring $10 to cover the cost of snacks and activities for the evening! More
information will be available in late February.

Mission Trip
The high school and confirmation youth are all invited to participate in this summer’s
mission trip. We held a meeting on January 17 to determine a date and location for the trip,
which can now be found on the church website. We also discussed fundraising opportunities
which will be regularly updated on the church website as well.
We already had our first fundraiser, our annual bake sale in December, which was
extremely successful! Thank you to those of you who brought, sold, and purchased baked goods!
Our next scheduled fundraiser is a Lenten dinner on Wednesday, March 21. Bailey will
email out a food sign-up sheet in early March, so please watch your emails. After that, our next
fundraiser will be the Easter fellowship hour on Sunday, April 1.
-Submitted by Bailey Green
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Sunday School News
Sunday School has resumed for 2018. Classes are held from 10:15-11 a.m. We have some
fun activities planned for this year, including Sunday School Olympics and our annual
Easter Egg Hunt.
Recently, we asked the children what charity they would like to help. They voted to
provide a special birthday for a child(ren) in need. Therefore, we will be raising offering
money to assemble themed birthday boxes with a gift and party supplies for the Box of
Balloons program this spring.
Box of Balloons is a non-profit organization on a mission to make each birthday happy
and every child celebrated. They provide birthdays for children in need. When you sign up to
“build-a-box”, you are provided with a birthday party request for a chapter nearest you. You
will be given a theme and a little information about the child whose Birthday Box you are
preparing. You will be expected to fill the box with the expected tableware, decorations, DIY
decorations, party favors, a game/activity, cupcakes, and birthday gift. It takes about $100 to
build a box. To learn more, please visit their website: http://www.boxofballoons.org/.
Please mark your calendars for the following dates:

January 28: Annual Meeting. No Sunday School; however, activities will be offered for
children whose parents attend the meeting.
February 18: Sunday School Olympics! Combined classes with Olympic-themed games and
treats.
March 18: Easter Egg Hunt, visit from the Easter bunny and telling of the Resurrection
story (all are welcome!)
March 25: No class, Spring Break
April 1: No class, Easter Sunday

Sunday School children participated in
our annual Christmas program.
They did a wonderful job!

Students also made yummy Christmas treats
during their Sunday School Christmas
party.

We report the news, but YOU make it!
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE:

The 15th of every month
Editor and Copy Editor:
Rebecca Carlson
Charlotte Johnston
For a full color version, please visit our
website: www.wmlchurch.org

Weekly services:
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.
and Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School:
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
PreK-Grade 6

February 7 & 21
Quilters
February 14
Ash Wednesday
February 21 & 28
Lenten Dinner & Service
March 7 & 14
Quilters
March 7, 14, 21
Lenten Dinner & Service
March 15
Newsletter Deadline
March 25
Palm Sunday
March 29
Maundy Thursday
March 30
Good Friday

Staff:
Bonnie Vize, Interim Pastor
Bailey Green, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Anne Meyer, Director of Music
Rebecca Carlson, Administrative Assistant
Anna Myeong, Musician/Organist
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: 608.833.5815
Fax: 608.833.9127
Website: www.wmlchurch.org
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