
 

Responses to the Massachusetts Voter Table 
Questionnaire for US Senate Candidates - Shiva 
Ayyadurai 

The Massachusetts Voter Table is a coalition of nonpartisan nonprofit organizations dedicated 
to increasing civic engagement in our commonwealth.  

1. How do you plan to expand and protect voting rights, immediately in response to 
COVID-19 and permanently after the public health emergency? 

As a scientist who studies systems and works to get to the root cause of any problem, 
the REAL issue with voting rights has little to do with the tactical elements of voting, 
rather WHY is it in a place like Massachusetts – the origin of the American Revolution – 
at best on average 50% of registered voters even bother to vote? That question leads to 
the answer that most who DO NOT vote, believe that the system of voting is 
monopolized by the GOP and Democratic Party establishment’s decrees, which exist to 
keep out wonderful qualified candidates – outsiders – non-politicians, non-lawyers, 
non-lobbyists. 

I know this first hand. In 2018, when I ran for U.S. Senate, I was forced to run as an 
Unenrolled “Independent,” since the GOP Establishment of Charlie Baker colluded with 
insiders towards ensuring my not even having a chance to get on the ballot. Therefore, 
we went “Independent”  

– Unenrolled. My volunteers and I got ~20,000 signatures – didn’t pay for a single one of 
them - to get on the ballot to become a bona fide candidate. When it came to the 
debates, I was illegally kept off the debate stage, though I was polling at a visibility of 
67%, and 20% favorability, by the establishment of BOTH parties. Two decades earlier, 
when a White Independent had run with less than 2% favorability, he was allowed on the 
debate stage – on all three debates – with Scott Brown and Martha Coakley.  

THAT is RACISM and an attack on voting rights. Will your organization fight for such 
criminal behavior? The fact is, my supporters – minorities and poor working class whites 
- and the citizens’ of Massachusetts voting RIGHTS were compromised by this illegal 
behavior of BOTH parties. I had to file lawsuits in Federal Court, spent nearly 33% of our 
monies raised. In spite of all that I got nearly 100,000 votes – five times more than ANY 
Independent US Senate candidate in MA history.  

What IF I had been treated fairly? What if I had gotten on the debate stage? We need to 
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go to the heart of the issue on voting rights, and ensure that the two-party – or Uni-Party 
– oligopoly ends – with our without COVID-19.  

2. What is your position on reparations for Black and Indigenous people in 
Massachusetts and in the United States? 

I have a unique perspective on this. As someone who has endured racism on two 
continents, I have insights that go beyond partisan politics – beyond Left and Right. I 
grew up as a low-caste – an Untouchable - in India’s caste system – which was an 
insidious combination of racism, classism and segregation. 

My earliest memories – as a 4 year old - were being yelled at with the equivalent of the 
“n” word and told to stay out of a friend’s house, by his mother, and given water in a 
different cup. 

The first “slaves” – relative to the Americas - were my people from India – low-caste 
Untouchables - who were sent as indentured servants, not only to the Americas but all 
over the world. My own great-grandfather, whom I remember well, was sent to Burma on 
a ship in such bondage. In the Americas, many such “coolies” ended up in West Indies. 
It’s important to remember, that they, as well as Blacks from Africa, were sold by their 
“own” people. When one traces where the reparations should go, it becomes a question 
of WHEN do you start the timeline, and WHO was really behind such oppression and 
exploitation? 

My analysis of history shows that it takes “two to tango” in the exploitation of human by 
human. The one who captured and sold the slaves and the one who bought them. Who 
owned those slave ships? How many levels of profiteering were there? Perhaps, the 
most important question is this: Who provided the theoretical framework that it was 
okay to exploit? Such questions lead to a few – who STILL hold power globally. Those 
few are NOT US – meaning the wide array of citizens of America – black, white, yellow, 
brown, red, etc. I would argue if we want to talk about reparations, let’s go to the origin of 
that framework which rationalized – intellectually – that it was okay to do slavery upon 
the brown, blacks, reds, yellows, poor whites, etc.: the lesser, since they were “lower” – 
lower caste – sub-human. And, you will find that leads to the “intelligentsia,” and “the 
priesthood” – in places such as Harvard, whose entire existence is and was based on 
exploitation. I suggest we have THEM pay reparations. They should sell all their stolen 
art, their real estate, gold, etc. and pay reparations for all peoples including black, brown, 
white, red, etc. that they exploited and still exploit. 

Are THEY ready for that? 
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So, I support reparations; however, those funds must come from the REAL exploiters – 
many in 501(c)3 organizations - who do not pay any tax and who STILL exploit, but not 
from the American taxpayers.  

3. How does race impact the distribution of environmental benefits and burdens in 
Massachusetts? 

There is a RACISM. But it is not the “racism” spoken about in the mainstream media. 
The GOP Establishment denies racism exists. This has created a vacuum filled by the 
Democrat Establishment which constrains the litmus test of racism to NOT using the “N” 
work and support for Affirmative Action. However, the RACISM – the REAL RACISM – 
I’m talking about is the use of race. It is the placing of people into nice little segregated 
“boxes,” and when they step out of their box, they are “lynched.” Elizabeth Warren is a 
racist. She used race to get her job at Harvard. Politicians, left and right, use race to 
create race war without any intention of ever resolving the “systemic” issues. 

Such hypocrisy results in real racism – brought to you by those SAME “liberal” elites who 
talk all day about resolving racism. 

Thanks to the “liberal” hypocritical elite, the average net worth of a black person Boston 
is $8.00 and that of a White is $257,000. And, if you look at low-income households, 
whites have lost nearly 50% in income over the past decade. All – poor black, white and 
brown, are on the plantation of “equality” of exploitation by the Massachusetts “liberal” 
hypocrites from Warren, the Kennedys, Romney, Weld to Baker and more.

 

4. What is your plan for providing permanent protection 11 million undocumented 
residents in the US? 
  
Once again, this is very personal to me. My parents and I came to America – as legal 
immigrants. We left India because of the oppressive Indian caste system. My father 
came first, and then my mom, sister and I had to wait nearly a year. So, my plan is 
based on following the rule of law, fairness, and compassion. First, the numbers are 
closer to 25 million. 
  
Here’s my plan: 1) Anyone who has committed a serious crime must be deported; 2) 
Anyone who has lived here for 10 years, and has been a good citizen, must follow the 
norms, file for green card and follow the citizenship filing process. They should also pay 
for back taxes, and immediately pay all federal and state taxes. 
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5. At least 16,000 Southeast Asian community members who entered the US as 

refugees have final orders for deportation, many of which are based on old 
criminal convictions. What is your plan to address the prison-to-deportation 
pipeline?  
I’m not sure what this question is asking me? Are you telling me that we should allow 
people who committed crimes to not be deported, because they are refugees? Once you 
follow blanket policies like that, what are you telling our children? This is beyond left or 
right – it’s about what does it mean to live in a civil society. If someone is a truly a 
refugee and did some minor infraction, then we can give a second chance. But those 
who’ve committed serious crimes must be deported. 
  

6. What are your proposals to address the crisis of rental housing affordable to 
low-income people, including people experiencing homelessness? 
 Massachusetts had the HIGHEST increase in homelessness (by 18%) last year. That is 
HIGHER than California. When I asked Joe Kennedy, III – who has never experienced 
any type of suffering like this – as he was coming out of a homeless shelter, “Joe, what 
do you think about the fact MA had the highest increase in homelessness?” Mr. 
Kennedy’s response was “I DO NOT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT.” 
  
The real issue is who knows the plight of the disenfranchised? I’m running against three 
“liberal” elite LAWYERS. Markey has been in Congress for nearly 50 years; Mr. Kennedy 
for 3 terms, and has a wonderful compound in Hyannis Port. None of them have 
experienced suffering of any real kind. My background as someone who came bottom’s 
up gives me a perspective that says that any proposal must go back to the 
fundamentals: INFRASTRUCTURE. My answer to question 7 elucidates on this. 

 

7. 69% of white families in Massachusetts own their home compared with only 32% 
of households of color. What specific proposals do you have to close the racial 
homeownership gap? 

Massachusetts is ranked 3d worst for infrastructures in the United States! 
Massachusetts received a F minus, minus – yes a double F minus – from the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. THIS should be on every news story. Why isn’t it? Because 
politicians, lawyers and lobbyists, during the same time period, who got a D in public 
integrity, governed Massachusetts while it was ranked in the top 10 worst corrupt states 
in the United States. 

Again, my proposals go to the root of the problem: Decaying Infrastructure and 
Corruption. The path to resolving racism is to build infrastructure in our inner cities – not 
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simply passing policies and giving monies so as to mollify some symptom. That is the 
proverbial band-aid. This problem can only be resolved by recognizing the Civil Rights 
movement of the 1960s was hijacked - delivering some cosmetic policies - and never 
delivered the infrastructure in inner cities. A few black bourgeois were created, who 
continued to exploit their own in those inner cities and poor whites. Consider Barack 
Obama – he gave the biggest bailout to Wall Street banks – while inner cities continued 
to be devastated. 

My solution is to unleash public infrastructure development. For this, we need to 
eliminate the 20,000 pages of paperwork and 10 years – corruption – required to even 
start an infrastructure project, down to 2 years. This can be done by reducing such 
paperwork to 300 pages. Such a change will result in jobs, increased incomes in inner 
city neighborhoods, development of skills, and creation of 21st century infrastructure. 
That is how we solve the inequity and home ownership gap.   
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