
2019 SWAAAC 
Summer Conference 

 

The Colorado Department of Education’s SWAAAC program and 

Assistive Technology Partners are proud to announce the 2019 

SWAAAC Summer Conference.  

Educators, related service providers, families, administrators, and 

stakeholders will learn about the latest innovations and applications in 

the field of assistive technology. Three exciting, full day workshops 

featuring nationally renowned trainers will explore instructional 

strategies and assistive technology (AT) interventions to support 

learning for students with low and high incidence disabilities. In 

addition to the workshops, participants will enjoy 30 break-out 

sessions, an awards ceremony, professional networking, and an 

opportunity to earn graduate credit through Adams State University. 

 

Intended Audience: Assistive Technology Specialists, Special 

Educators, Reading Resource Teachers, Speech-Language 

Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, 

Instructional Technology Teachers, UDL/RtI Coordinators, General 

Education Teachers, Administrators, Parents, and Caregivers.   
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Putting the Pieces Together! Developing Communication and 
Literacy for AAC Users 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Maureen Castillo, MA CCC-SLP 

You funded the device, understand core vocabulary and aided language input, but are 
feeling overwhelmed with providing support for all aspects of communication, including 
listening, talking, reading and writing!  Does this sound familiar? This workshop will look 
at an AAC user’s school day and demonstrate strategies for implementation. Using 
baseline data, we will use an anchor book as a basis for teaching literacy  - reading and 
writing for a variety of purposes and ways to differentiate instruction for diverse learners 
in one group. We will focus on five essential components of literacy instruction: shared 
reading, independent reading, shared writing, independent writing as well as working 
with letters and words. Extension activities will be explored such as pen pals, centers, 
writing journals, smart boards, and more to guide you in “Putting it all Together”! This is 
an intermediate level presentation for staff who have some knowledge of AAC, core 
words, and language aided input. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will be able to complete a communication inventory and collect baseline 
data to plan instruction with a scope and sequence to differentiate for CCNs 

2. Participants will be able  to develop an anchor-read-apply lesson for a given book/
core word 

3. Participants will be able to demonstrate three writing strategies to extend learning 

4. Participants will be able to develop three extension activities to support learning 
target 

 

 

Monday, June 10th  

Full Day Workshops, 8:30 am - 4:15pm 

Maureen Castillo, MA CCC-SLP, has been an  Assistive Technology Specialist for 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools for the past 18 years. Prior to that, she was on the 
SWAAAC team for Littleton Public Schools for 11 years.  She is an adjunct 
professor at the University of Colorado’s graduate program in Speech and Hearing 

Science, teaching “Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Theory and Use.” Additionally, she 
is the owner of iTherapy, LLC, a private practice specializing in home-based augmentative 
communication therapy.  Maureen has spoken at numerous state, national and international AAC 
conferences including Closing the Gap, ISAAC (International Society for Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication), ATIA (Assistive Technology Industry Association), Courage to Risk, 
SWAAAC and the Metro Speech-Language Symposium. She published “TouchChat as a Literacy 
Support Tool’ in the March 2015 edition of Closing the Gap Solutions. She teaches multiple 
professional development classes in her district including the AAC Academy and AAC Classroom 
Connection. Maureen has been passionate about providing comprehensive language and literacy 
instruction to students using augmentative devices over her 30 year career as an SLP in the public 
schools.  



 
Supporting Switch Access for Individuals with Complex Bodies in 
their use of AAC Devices and AT 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Karen Kangas, OTR/L 

Access is truly a part of an activity for children within which consistency will develop 
rather than “occur” or “be found.” When access also includes “scanning” we must really 
know how to teach both. Control of access and scanning and its mastery come with 
activity engagement. Activities must support real learning, not simply focus on “access,” 
“cause and effect,” or waiting for the child to perform. This course will focus on the 
needs of students who present the biggest challenges; those who are non-speaking, 

non-ambulatory, and whose bodies are complex.  

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will be able to identify how to introduce at least 3 methods of access as 
they relate not only to a task but also to their student’s behaviors of intention.   

2. Participants will be able to identify and analyze at least 3 attributes of the hardware 
and the software as to its “scanning” options and “match” these to a student’s 
learning styles. 

3. Participants will be able to apply the use of electronic switch use and its 
transparency, initially looking at the head first, for support of visual convergence and 
postural control.  

4. Participants will be able to identify and apply at least 3 characteristics of mouse 
emulation during specific computer use and/or augmentative communication use.   

5. Participants will be able to identify 3 forms of scanning, define them, and “match” 
them to specific software which will support their use.   

Monday, June 10th  

Full Day Workshops, 8:30 am - 4:15pm 

Karen Kangas, OTR/L, is an occupational therapist in private practice 

specializing in evaluation and treatment of complex patients of all ages. She 

is widely recognized for her work in seating, positioning, access, and 

mobility particularly with patients who may need powered mobility and assistive technology. 

She also teaches workshops throughout the United States, regularly presenting at state and 

national conferences. Karen has a B.S. of Science in Occupational Therapy from Temple 

University. As an adjunct faculty member at Misericordia University, Karen teaches a course 

in the post professional pediatric certificate program, Seating in Pediatric Practice. 



 
Chaos Muppets—Executive Functioning Explored 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Karen Waddill, MA CCC-SLP 

Using Dahlia Litwick’s ground breaking publication at Slate.com, we will explore her 
philosophy that holds every human can be classified according to one simple metric: 
every one of us is either a Chaos Muppet or an Order Muppet. We will use the Unified 
Theory of Muppets to explore how to evaluate and support the Chaos Muppets in our 
lives. Many Chaos Muppets come to us with long neurophysiological evaluations and 
standardized scores from the Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Function. They 
have difficulty managing their time, organizing their belongings and regulating 
themselves. But we just call them Grover, Ernie and Cookie Monster. 

During the morning session, we will explore checklists and rating scales to assist with 
the identification and quantification of Muppet types based on the domains of executive 
functioning as outlined by Dawson and Guare. After exploring these critical Muppet 
skills we will dive into intervention strategies for teaching and compensating for 
executive dysfunction, because it can get better. I'm looking at you Gonzo. 

In the afternoon we will explore free, freemium and paid tools for Google, OSX, and iOS 
(many are cross platform so Windows and Android users are welcome!). In addition, low 
tech tools and strategies to help all Muppets get through the day will be explored 
through a combination of demonstration and hands-on practice. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will list at least two scales to quantify executive functioning skills. 

2. Participants will match low and high tech tools and strategies to executive 

functioning skills. 

3. Participants will examine at least 10 tools and strategies to support executive 

functioning 

Monday, June 10th  

Full Day Workshops, 8:30 am - 4:15pm 

Karen Waddill, MA CCC-SLP is the Director of Cotting Consulting, but that 

wasn’t always her role at The Cotting School. Back in 2002, Karen joined 

the team as a speech-language pathologist. In this role, she provided 

intervention to students with a wide range of communication, educational and medical 

disabilities, worked with families to support their children outside of school, and with 

colleagues to modify and adapt the curriculum to meet each student’s unique needs. Today, 

five Cotting Consultants serve students with specific communication and assistive technology 

needs in their current educational settings in 25 cities and towns in the Greater 

Massachusetts area. Cotting Consulting provides technology based assessment, intervention 

and trainings for educational programs or districts. 



 
 

AT Leadership for Effective Systems Change 
Target Audience: Intermediate 
Joan Breslin Larson, M.Ed. 

8:30 am - 10:30 am 

Are you thinking that your AT service delivery plan needs some improvement but don’t 
know where to start? This session focuses on AT systems change, leading to the 
development and provision of high-quality AT services, including examples from an AT 
team project supported by a state department of education. 
 
 
 

QIAT—20 Years of Action 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Joan Breslin Larson, M.Ed. 

10:45 am - 11:45 am 

It has been twenty years since the first drafts of Quality Indicators for Assistive 
Technology were introduced. Over those years, people with a variety of perspectives 
have contributed to the work that led to QIAT. This session will focus on the indicator 
areas and related tools developed by the QIAT Community.  
 
 
 
Partnering for Success 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Heidi Rabe, MA CCC-SLP 

1:00 am - 3:00 pm 

For a student to successfully use AT, many stakeholders need to work together.  When 
professionals use the Principles of Partnership during interactions, everyone’s 
perspective is heard and investment increases, leading to increased student outcomes. 
This may require a change in practices and expectations away from an expert model. 
 
 
 
Educating Paraprofessionals Working with Minimally Verbal Children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder: What Strategies Work? 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Siva Priya Santhanam, PhD. CCC-SLP 

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm 

With the rising number of paraprofessionals providing direct intervention for minimally 
verbal children with autism spectrum disorders, coaching and mentoring them on AAC 
use is essential. This presentation will discuss the need for educating 
paraprofessionals, describe communication interventions best delivered by 
paraprofessionals, and share a resource packet for clinical use. 

Monday, June 10th  

  Breakout Sessions 



 
 

The Switch is NOT the Activity 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Karen Kangas, OTR/L 

Switches, their placement, and the expectation around their use can frequently alter actual 
learning. Access (e.g. automatic single switch scanning) to activity is frequently decided upon 
by the switch chosen. Then the activity itself is altered (smaller scanning array, slower speed) 
as well. This seems to be backwards.  Shouldn’t we be first interested in the child’s 
engagement in the activity and then her management of the activity? With the use of electronic 
switches (zero pressure) we can provide children with the most complex bodies, with more 
direct involvement in the activity the switch is controlling. However, with the use of electronic 
switches we also must alter the student’s seating for access, and then, we must become keenly 
aware of the activities we are expecting them to engage in, and master. This session explores 
ways in which these all work together, and must all be solved with the student, the activity, the 
environment and the teaching team.  
   
 

 
Hands-On: iOS Switch Access for Communication and Leisure 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Karen Waddill, MA CCC-SLP 

Have you seen and heard about iOS recipes for making apps and toys accessible for 
individuals with complex motor profiles?  Are you ready to go hands-on and make your own 
recipes? We will demonstrate 5-7 apps and activities that use recipes, then we will show you 
how to create your own before you go hands-on to setup up your own recipes for switch 
access. In this hands-on session, participants will use the iOS switch control menu to set up 
switches, investigate scanning styles/timing options, and create recipes with custom 
gestures.  Participants will have the option of working with a facilitator, following written 
directions or using video tutorials as a guide. A variety of switch accessible communication and 
leisure apps will be represented. Bring your own iOS device (iPad or iPhone) with iOS 11 or 
later. 

 

 

Supporting All Learners: A Look at Text Complexity 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Tiffany Zaugg, MA 

This session will look at the difference between modifying text complexity for students and 
summarizing text for students. The session will look at different free and paid tools that can 
assist teachers in providing access to general education standards for all levels of readers by 
using these tools. Participants will be able to see how grade level content can be modified 
down for even students with the most significant reading disabilities through the use of these 
various tools. Participants will also experience websites that have text complexity tools built into 
them.  

 
 

Tuesday, June 11th 

Breakout Sessions, 8:00 am - 9:00 am 



 

 
Let’s Get Visual...the Autism Way 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Mo Buti, M.Ed-BD, M.Ed.-Admin 

This session will discuss/demonstrate the evidence-based strategy of using visuals while 
working with students with autism. Visuals help students transition/complete tasks as well as 
support instruction, behaviors, social skills, communication and more. Online resources will be 
shared to support the creation of, or location of, many different visuals for all aspects of the 
school day. Most are free!! 

 
 

Role of the School Based PT/OT in the Wheelchair Service Delivery Process 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Kelly Waugh, PT MAPT, ATP 

The components and complexities of the Wheelchair Service Delivery process is presented as 
a platform to discuss the roles and responsibilities of each team member during each step of 
the process.  Process steps to be discussed include the identification of need, wheelchair 
assessment, clinical documentation, funding authorization, shape capture for custom contoured 
seating, fitting/delivery and follow up. At each step in the process we will discuss and 
differentiate the roles of the family, physician, therapist, Complex Rehab Technology (CRT) 
Supplier and CRT Technician.  Within this context, we will discuss the role of the school 
therapist vs. the clinic therapist, and brainstorm on opportunities for collaboration. I aim to 
make this an interactive session with lively discussion and sharing of ideas and experiences! 

 
 
Adventures in Google Forms Add-ons 
Target Audience: Advanced 
Robyn Kellogg, OTR/L 

Are you ready to take your knowledge of Google Forms to the next level? If you are 
comfortable creating Google Forms and the idea of writing a formula in Google Sheets sounds 
exciting, this class will help you to take your Form skills to the extreme! With add-ons, your 
Forms can work for you by automatically emailing, creating documents from a template, and 
adapting answer choices all based on responses.   

 
 

Bilingualism and AAC 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Camille Stewart, MA CCC-SLP & Joanne McShea, MA CCC-SLP 

This session will cover ideas for AAC assessment and intervention for bilingual children with 
complex communication needs that can be implemented in the school setting. Presenters will 
also review the current bilingual high tech communication systems available, as well as ideas 
for implementing low tech solutions for these bilingual users.  

 
 

Tuesday, June 11th 

Breakout Sessions, 8:00 am - 9:00 am 



 
 
The Switch is NOT the Activity (Continued) 
Target Audience: Intermediate 
Karen Kangas, OTR/L 

Please see Page 8 for the full session description. 
 
 

 

Dedicating Your Device: Using Your iPad In and Out of the 
Classroom 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Nicole Weckherlin, OTR/L 

This presentation will primarily focus on using the iPad in and out of the classroom to 
complete assignments. This device, along with some powerful and robust apps, can 
help minimize fine motor demands and make learning more accessible and attainable. 
Together they provide the support needed to make students more productive and 
independent. Areas of focus include worksheets, creating documents, journaling, note 
taking, recording lectures, calendaring, reading and navigating, and overall 
organization. The focus of this presentation will center on using the iPad as a powerful 
productivity tool to get classwork and homework done. 
 
 
 

Make Your Own Assistive Technology 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Chrissy Aurit, OTR, Kelsey Etchison, MS OTR/L, Lilllian Meeker, COTA/L, Deana 

Watson, Harley Young 

With a little bit of guidance and creativity, making your own assistive technology is easy! 
This session will feature tutorials on how to switch adapt toys and how to make a wide 
variety of low cost AT solutions. Come learn from school based AT service providers, 
MaxMods, and RAFT to become a DIY AT guru! 
 
 
 

Let’s Get Visual...the Autism Way (Continued) 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Mo Buti, M.Ed-BD, M.Ed.-Admin 

Please see Page 9 for the full session description. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, June 11th 

Breakout Sessions, 9:15 am - 10:15 am 



 
 
Posterior Pelvic Tilt: Causes, Challenges, and Seating Interventions 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Becky Breaux, MS OTR/L, ATP 

Posterior pelvic tilt is one of the most common positioning challenges 
encountered in the seating clinic.  This postural tendency can influence the 
individual’s sitting stability, alignment, skin integrity, and functional capabilities.  
Many factors may contribute such as range of motion limitations at the hips, 
knees or spine; abnormal movement patterns; improper placement of positioning 
supports; a seating system that does not fit; the individual’s need for stability and 
function; or a combination of the above.  This session will review methods for 
assessing these underlying factors so that optimum postural objectives can be 
determined for the individual.  We will discuss seating interventions and 
equipment options to address each of the underlying causes. 

 

 

Boosting Student Performance with AT Consultation: School District 
Success and Challenges 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Chris Gibbons, PhD CCC-SLP & Kelly Keuhl, MA CCC-SLP 

Supported, informed AT teams are critically important for AT success. We present 
a detailed view of the implementation of our five phase AT consultation model. 
Case studies illustrate specific consultant roles, tailored intervention to students 
most pertinent goals, and collection of relevant data that tracks student 
performance and team effectiveness.  

 

 
 
Using a Speech Generating Device to Teach Effective Replacement 
Behaviors 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Amy Fetter, CCC-SLP, BCBA 

The purpose of this presentation is to give you a basic understanding of the 
science of reducing challenging behavior in a way that is practical and applicable 
to professionals who are working with students who may engage in idiosyncratic, 
maladaptive, and challenging behavior to communicate a want/need. Participants 
will learn how to identify the function of an individual's behavior so that a speech 
generating device (SGDs) can be customized to allow the individual to more 
effectively and efficiently engage in functional communication.   
 
 
 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions, 9:15 am - 10:15 am 



 

 
 

Switches Galore! 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Becca Stenzel, MA OTR/L & Erika Brandstatter, M.Ed. 

Help students move beyond sitting by themselves with a cause and effect switch 
toy! We will explore ways to make cause and effect toys contribute to meaningful 
interactions to support goals, ways to use switches for increased engagement 
and interaction with peers and environment, various mounting options for 
switches, and review the various access methods for using switches with 
technology. We will also work on programming AAC devices for switch control. 
This presentation will have lots of opportunities for hands on exploration!!  
 
 

 
(Google) Keeping it All Together 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Karen Waddill, MA CCC-SLP 

From shared checklists to pictures with OCR, Google’s Keep app adds dimension 
to to-do lists. As a G-suite core service, Google Keep is cost-effective, widely 
available, and cross-platform. With UDL features like voice notes, images, 
drawings, annotating and more, the needs of a multitude of learners are readily 
accommodated. Grabbing and tagging information is fast and convenient. When 
paired with Docs and Slides, Keep makes moving your saved thoughts into more 
structured applications easy. And Google Keep is not just for students, we will 
share tips for professionals and caregivers too! 
  
This hands-on session is designed to allow participants to complete mini-
challenges using Google Keep. Participants will use their own phone, tablet, 
laptop or Chromebook. The mini-challenges are designed as an in-room 
scavenger hunt style adventure to keep participants active, interacting and 
learning. Just to Keep it fun. 
 

 

Make Your Own Assistive Technology (Continued) 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Chrissy Aurit, OTR, Kelsey Etchison, MS OTR/L, Lilllian Meeker, COTA/L, Deana 

Watson, Harley Young 

Please see Page 10 for the full session description. 
 
 
 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  10:30 am  - 11:30 am 



 
 
 

Communication Passports: Your Guide to Alternative Communication 
Strategies 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Krisanne Lewis, MOT OTR/L 

Communication is central to human behavior, and communication attempts come 
in many different forms. When these communication attempts are unusual, they 
are often unrecognized or viewed as problem behaviors. Through experiential 
learning and completion of a case study, participants in this course will learn to 
recognize and honor these communication attempts in order to reduce behaviors, 
increase communication attempts, and build stronger relationships. Participants 
will leave with concrete skills and a simple tool to use immediately in practice.   

 
 
 

Let’s Tear Down Reading Barriers! 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Lara Rondberg, MSW 

Equipped with the right tools, people facing barriers to reading printed text, such 
those with dyslexia and visual impairments, can easily consume materials in the 
same ways as their peers without disabilities. Learn about Bookshare, an ebook 
library for people who read differently, which is free for qualified U.S. students and 
schools. 

 
 
 
Let’s Talk: Conversations in ABA & Communication 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Amy Fetter, CCC-SLP, BCBA & Christina Perkins, MA CCC-SLP 

We don’t always get along, but we really should! This session will host frank 
conversations intended to develop understanding and appreciation for various 
skill sets that are needed to effect positive outcomes. Let’s talk about our 
perspectives, experiences, and opinions. Let’s talk about the research and how 
we can work together to achieve common goals for our students with the most 
challenging behaviors and complex communication needs. 
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  10:30 am - 11:30 am 



 
 
Read&Write, EquatIO, and WriQ Are Helping Solve the UDL 
Problems 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Laura Trimble 

In this session, I will discuss how the new updates to Read&Write, as well as our 
new writing metric WriQ, provide a real UDL solution for school 
districts. Read&Write’s literacy tools help students gain confidence with reading, 
writing, research, studying and grammar. Bring your own device and we'll 
download Read&Write, register for Free-For-Teacher access, and review brand 
new features! Walk away from this fun session with a deeper understanding of 
how Read&Write can help empower student achievement, confidence, and 
independence! I will also show our newest app, WriQ. This writing metric will save 
you time and help you track students' progress after having used Read&Write. 
For a sneak peek, watch: bit.ly/ReadandWrite4GC, bit.ly/ReadandWriteCheckIt, 
and bit.ly/ReadandWrite4assessments. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OpenAAC - How Open Standards Advocacy Can Change AAC for the Better 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Brian Whitmer 

AAC has been around for many years and serves as a powerful communication 
and support tool for many individuals. Too often people stay with outdated AAC 
systems strictly because they feel locked into a specific tool. As advocates, we 
can better embrace openness to give freedom to find the best solution for each 
individual. The OpenAAC Initiative is a new project to advocate for better sharing 
of open ideas and resources in AAC. This session will introduce the free 
OpenAAC.org, discuss how openness can improve AAC, and show how 
attendees can advocate for an 
open AAC and raise the bar now 
and in the future. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  12:30 pm - 1:15 pm 

http://bit.ly/ReadandWrite4GC
http://bit.ly/ReadandWriteCheckIt
http://bit.ly/ReadandWrite4assessments


 
 
 
AAC for the Culturally Linguistically Diverse Client  
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Samantha Strong, MS CCC-SLP 

In Augmentative Alternative Communication (AAC) for the Culturally Linguistically 
Diverse (CLD) Client, participants will learn about bilingual language development 
and considerations for ethical multi-language AAC evaluation. In addition, 
participants will learn about a Spanish-English based vocabulary system that 
prioritizes equitable representation of both languages. Evaluation and therapy 
ideas will be provided throughout. This training is intended for individuals who are 
currently supporting bilingual and CLD individuals who are learning to 
communicate using AAC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keeping EyeGaze Fun and Real 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Kelly Petri 

For over 30 years, Forbes AAC has led the industry in providing AAC solutions 
with advanced communication technology via speech-generating devices. Our 
WinSlate for Kids Eyegaze device has never been easier. Come learn how easy it 
is to use the WInslate Eyegaze device. Participants will get a chance to explore 
Eyegaze up front, learn about Grid 3 and Look to Learn software. The Forbes 
AAC Core Word Vocabulary pages will also be discussed.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  12:30 pm - 1:15 pm 



 
 
The Switch is NOT the Activity (Repeated) 
Target Audience: Intermediate 
Karen Kangas, OTR/L 

Switches, their placement and the expectation around their of use can frequently 
alter actual learning. Access (e.g. automatic single switch scanning) to activity is 
frequently decided upon by the switch chosen. Then the activity itself is altered 
(smaller scanning array, slower speed) as well. This seems to be backwards.  
Shouldn’t we be first interested in the child’s engagement in the activity and then 
her management of the activity? With the use of electronic switches (zero 
pressure) we can provide children with the most complex bodies, with more direct 
involvement in the activity the switch is controlling. However, with the use of 
electronic switches we also must alter the student’s seating for access, and then, 
we must become keenly aware of the activities we are expecting them to engage 
in, and master. This session will explore ways in which these all work together, 
and must all be solved with the student, the activity, the environment and the 
teaching team.  
 
 
 
Communication is Everyone’s Job 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Kim Murza, PhD. CCC-SLP, Charlie Buckley, Ph.D. CCC-SLP, & Tami Cassel, MA 

CCC-SLP 

Educators and related service providers understand the importance of 
collaboration to support students who use AAC, but collaboration can be a 
challenge. In this session, participants will explore several tools created to 
support the important goal of increasing social communication and engagement.    

 

 

AAC Camp: An Opportunity to Train and Teach 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Caroline Woeber, MA CCC-SLP & Lisa Martin, MA CCC-SLP 

This presentation will review community resources: Talking With Technology 
Camp and First Steps Camp. These camps are available to students who use 
speech generating devices (SGDs) and offer an opportunity for school-based 
professionals as well as parents to gain access to intensive training and hands on 
implementation. Both camps are grant funded.  

 

Tuesday, June 11th 

Breakout Sessions,  1:45 pm - 3:45 pm 



 
 
 

Assistive Technology Assessment in Colorado Schools 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Shelly Elfner, MS CCC-SLP, Erin Dell, MS CCC-SLP, & Sara Rode, MA CCC-SLP 

This session will cover fundamental elements and tools for AT Assessment within 
a K-12 environment. Along with widely accepted assessment tools like the 
Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative (WATI) protocols and Student, 
Environment, Tasks, and Tools (SETT) Framework, we will also explore the 
adaptation of standardized tools, rubrics, and data collection strategies. 

 
 
PD Through EdTech & AT Partnerships 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Heidi Rabe, MA CCC-SLP 

Providing effective professional development ultimately leads to increased 
student outcomes. In this interactive session, the presenters will share how 
EdTech and AT staff collaborated to provide self-paced, self-directed professional 
development following UDL guidelines. This reproducible PD model helped 
increase staff use of technology in the classroom and student AT use. 

 
 
Empowering Paraprofessionals—the Key to Successful AAC 
Implementation 
Target Audience: Beginner 
Jeanmarie Jacoby, M.Ed. & Candice Steel, SLP/L, ATP 

Increase opportunity for successful implementation of AAC through 
paraprofessional training. We outline our guide of topic-focused modules that 
expand the capacity and effectiveness of paraprofessionals working with AAC 
users in classrooms. The strategies acquired by staff will result in an increase of 
AAC use and the decrease of device abandonment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  1:45 pm - 3:45 pm 



 
 
 

A Multi-disciplinary Approach to AAC Implementation 
Target Audience: Intermediate—Advanced 
Jean Walsh, M.Ed. & Meghan Conover, BSc, CDA 

1:45 pm - 2:45 pm 

The successful implementation of an AAC device depends on the skills of the 
AAC user, as well as, the skills of ALL communication partners in the 
environment. We will present implementation strategies that can include the 
whole team. Participants will have the opportunity to put it into practice through 
hands-on activities. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 11th  

Breakout Sessions,  1:45 pm - 3:45 pm 



 

Registration: 

To register, complete the online registration form or complete the registration form on the 

next page. Contact Assistive Technology Partners at 303.315.1276 regarding registration 

and fees or visit our website at www.swaaac.com/summer-conference to view and download 

the conference brochure and access the online registration form. 

 

Meals: 

Registered participants will have the option to purchase a catered box lunch for $16 per day. 

If you choose the catered box lunch option, please note that while we will try to 

accommodate any dietary restrictions, we cannot guarantee that we can meet all needs. If 

you have any severe allergies, we highly recommend bringing your own lunch.  

If you do not choose to order a catered box lunch, you will be responsible for providing your 

own lunch. There are many restaurant options near the conference center. Should you 

change your mind after registration, please note that box lunch orders will be taken 

after May 24, 2019. 

 

Items to bring with you: 

The SWAAAC Summer Conference is pleased to announce a move toward an earth friendly 

format for handouts. The Conference will utilize a conference app, Whova, to distribute 

handouts/materials digitally. Participants may choose to print materials or download 

and view from a personal device. Whova will also serve as the primary means of 

communication during the event. The conference center features free unsecured internet 

access. Hard copy materials will not be available at the Conference. 

 

 

\\Participants are highly encouraged to bring their own technology such as 

laptops, iPads, tablets, etc. to this assistive technology conference. 

Hands-on technology sessions are denoted with this icon. 

 

 

College Credit and Continuing Education Hours: 

One hour of college credit will be available through Adams State University. Please inquire 

via email (chelane.garcia-herrada@ucdenver.edu) or at the registration table for information 

on fees and required documents. A Certificate of Attendance will be provided to all registered 

participants detailing direct contact hours. This certificate fulfills documentation requirements 

for the recertification needs of individuals in the public schools. There is no fee for the 

Certificate of Attendance. 

http://www.cvent.com/d/w6qj2p
http://www.swaaac.com/summer-conference
mailto:chelane.garcia-herrada@ucdenver.edu


 

Tuesday Award Ceremony: 

Tuesday’s award ceremony will highlight Colorado’s Assistive Technology achievements of 

the 2018-2019 school year and recognize the accomplishments of our school-based AT 

service providers.  

 

Accommodations: 

Accommodations for individuals with disabilities provided upon request, but must be 

submitted in writing to chelane.garcia-herrada@ucdenver.edu by May 24, 2019.   

 

Nearby Hotel Options: All attendees are responsible for their own hotel and transportation. 

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Denver-Thornton La Quinta Inn 

www.Doubletree.com     www.lq.com  

83 E. 120th Ave.      345 West 120th Ave  

Northglenn, CO 80233     Westminster, CO 80234 

(303) 920-8000      (303) 252-9800 

     

Super 8       Hampton Inn    

www.super8.com      www.hamptoninn.com   

12055 Melody Drive      243 E 120th Ave     

Westminster, CO 80234     Thornton, CO 80233   

(303) 451.7200       (303) 451-7900 

  

 

 

mailto:chelane.garcia-herrada@ucdenver.edu
http://www.ramada.com/
http://www.lq.com/lq/
http://www.super8.com/Super8/control/home
http://www.hamptoninn.com/


2019 SWAAAC Summer Conference 
June 10 & 11, 2019 

The Conference Center at Adams 12 Five Star Schools - 1500 E. 128th Ave., Thornton, CO 80241 

 

**Register by May 3, 2019 and Save!** 

 
Name_______________________________________ Discipline/Title ________________________________ 

Primary Telephone ____________________________ Alternate Telephone ____________________________ 

Primary E-mail ________________________________ Alternate E-mail _______________________________ 

Organization/District _________________________________ State _______  County ____________________ 

*You will receive confirmation of your registration and a link to online handouts at the primary email address provided 

I plan to attend…        

 

Monday, June 10   

 □  Putting it all Together – Maureen Castillo, MA CCC-SLP 

□  Supporting Switch Access for Individuals with Complex Bodies in their use of AAC Devices and AT – Karen Kangas, 
OTR/L  

□  Chaos Muppets – Karen Waddill, MA CCC-SLP 

□  Breakout Sessions  

Monday, June 10, Lunch Options   

 □  Lunch on Your Own 

□  Catered Box Lunch* 

 *Please note that there is a $16 additional fee for a catered box lunch.     $ _______ 

 Dietary Accommodations*:  

 *We will try to accommodate any dietary restrictions, but we can’t guarantee that we can meet all needs. If you have 
 any severe allergies, we highly recommend bringing your own lunch. 

 

Tuesday, June 11 

□  Breakout Sessions  

Tuesday June 11, Lunch Options   

 □  Lunch on Your Own 

□  Catered Box Lunch* 

 *Please note that there is a $16 additional fee for a catered box lunch.     $ _______ 

 Dietary Accommodations*:  

 *We will try to accommodate any dietary restrictions, but we can’t guarantee that we can meet all needs. If you have 
 any severe allergies, we highly recommend bringing your own lunch. 

 

Early Bird Rate (ends May 3, 2019)   
    SWAAAC $60 per day    
    Non-SWAAAC $110 per day       

Regular Rate (May 4, 2019 – May 27, 2019) 
SWAAAC $95 per day 
Non-SWAAAC $145 per day 

 

Register online: www.swaaac.com      Fax this form to: 303.315.1275 Attn: Chelane  

Mail form to: SWAAAC, Attn: Summer Conference, 1201 5th Street, Campus Box 180, Denver, CO 80204 

**Checks payable to UCDenver/ATP** 

 

Please Note: Cancellations must be received in writing by May 24, 2019. All refunds will be charged a $30 administrative fee. 
No refunds will be given after May 24, 2019. If you cannot attend, we encourage you to send someone else in your place. 
Accommodations for individuals with disabilities provided upon request, but must be submitted in writing by May 24, 2019.   

Lunch Subtotal         $ _______ 

Monday, June 10     $ _______ 

Tuesday, June 11    $ _______ 

Total Enclosed       $ _______ 

https://secure.www.alumniconnections.com/olc/pub/UCO/event/showEventForm.jsp?form_id=168193
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