
Greater Houston

ASNT NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2019 ISSUE                                                                  WWW.ASNTHOUSTON.COM

What’s Inside

Greater Houston ASNT’s monthly 
meetings are a GREAT way to 
get involved with our local NDT 
community.  There is always 
something for everyone…whether 
you are looking to meet colleagues in 
the industry, learn something new or 
simply relax after work amongst the 
camaraderie of like-minded people, 
our section puts on an impressive 
agenda which includes dinner and 
technical presentations by industry 
experts on a range of relevant 
and interesting topics.  Held at a 
convenient location (most recently 
at Republic Grill in Deer Park, TX) 
or, on occasion, hosted at nearby 
facilities throughout the Section’s 
May – September schedule, all are 

invited and encouraged to attend.  
Come when you can.  You’ll be glad 
you did! 

Great Meetings in Greater Houston!
 Great Meetings 

in Greater Houston
NDT Trends: 

The True Disruptor: Software
Visiting Vendor Night

Go Golf! 
Annual Outing

January
Meeting Date: January 9, 2019
Location: Republic Grill, Deer Park, TX

RECENT MEETING ROUNDUP

Continued on page 4
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Technology is changing the way we function in every aspect 
of our lives. In the world of NDT this is true now more than ever. 
However, while most people want to talk about drones (especially 
with the recent 60-mile flight achieved) or other robotic inspection 
systems, nothing is changing the way we function in the world of 
NDT quite like software. From the way we are trained to the way 
process and manage data, software is making NDT more efficient, 
more quantitative, and more powerful.   

From the moment you enter the field of NDT, you can get most 
of your training through powerful online software programs with 
experts from around the world. Even though NDT is a “hands-on” 
industry, companies and new NDTers are making use of online 
training programs now more than ever to reduce travel costs 
and time away from their shifts. All of the NDT online training is 
geared towards the classroom learning with a blended learning 
approach to accommodate the “hands-on” requirements in NDT. 

There are several companies leading the way in this area. 
NDT Classroom was one of the first to bring premier instructors 
to students around the world for their classroom training. 
Utilizing high-end recorded video instruction and demonstration 
modules, students everywhere can learn from the know-how 
and experience of industry legends, such as Charles Hellier 
(Fig.1), right from their home or office. With recorded instruction 
available online, this type of approach is especially perfect for 
students wanting to further their career but need to accommodate 
current shift work and larger companies wanting to reduce 
their training costs. Professional societies are also seeing the 
value in this approach and offering this type of learning for a fee 
through their sites. As an example, NDT Classroom’s courses are 
offered through a partnership with the American Welding Society 
(AWS).  Mandina’s NDT takes it a step further by integrating a 
complete NDT program -- from initial hiring, training/testing, 
tracking, certification and document management -- in one 
secure location.  Their cloud-based platform provides training, 
testing, tracking and notifies administrators regarding personnel 
certifications and equipment calibrations nearing expiration.  It 
affords complete management of all documentation necessary to 
successfully operate an NDT department. All within a single-entry 
point portal. This kind of integrated, centralized documentation 
and tracking has become essential to organizations with any 
number of technicians and has been adopted by organizations 
such as the German Society for Non-Destructive Testing (DGZfP).

A huge challenge in the NDT industry, as we all know, is 
matching qualified and certified technicians with the appropriate 
opportunity. A new site, Surehand.com is dedicated to doing 
exactly that. Though there have been sites in the past that have 
tried to streamline this process, their database of technicians with 
verified certifications and experience, takes is a step further to 
increase efficiency and longevity.

 But training and recruiting are not the only ways NDT is being 
revolutionized through software. Although the power of Phased 
Array Ultrasonics (PAUT) has become increasingly apparent over 
the last decade, like many data-rich methods, analysis slows the 
process down.  New algorithms have been developed to automate 
the analysis process and significantly decrease the time required, 
often from  hours to minutes. This type of automation in analysis 
will increase the usage of PAUT in multiple industries as well as 
increase QC efficiency in manufacturing and fabrication.  Currently 
the only known automated software with this speed is from 
VeriPhase.  There is no doubt others are developing this type of 
software to compete with the software’s efficiency. The VeriPhase 
Automated Detection Technology ™  (ADT) software (Fig. 3) rapidly 
processes phased array weld data. Identified weld indications, 
along with their associated positioning and sizing readings, are 
sent directly to the indication table for quick final disposition of the 
weld by a trained phased array operator. Phased array inspections 
are improved by simultaneously increasing the indication detection 
rate while dramatically decreasing analysis time. ADT allows the 
processing of hundreds of welds simultaneously in minutes, then 
sorts them by data quality or weld condition factors, which allows 
the analyzer to have a more planned and focused analysis process. 
Key elements of the inspection, such as essential inspection 
variables, scan plan elements, data dropout and loss of couplant 
are also automatically extracted, helping ensure procedural and 
code compliance. As a recent example, an inspection of 1604 
small diameter boiler tube welds which would have conventionally 
taken 50 days with either radiography or standard PAUT analysis 
methods, required only 8 days using the ADT software with a single 
phased array acquisition unit and scanner. Up to 320 data files 
a day could be acquired and analyzed, reducing downtime and 
providing significant cost savings . This type of innovation will no 
doubt allow for more usage of PAUT (and potentially other data rich 
methods), increasing safety and efficiency.

 NDT poses unique challenges in the acquisition and 
management of data.  NDT provides a tremendous amount of 
quantitative data that can be utilized to manage systems and 
assets across many verticals.  However, that data must be 
analyzed to make it actionable in an asset management system. 
One of the biggest advances over the last five years has been in 
the data management software where asset managers can input 
NDT and other inspection and evaluation data into an advanced 
database where life-cycle costs can be calculated, maintenance 
actions can be scheduled, and teams can stay coordinated to 
optimize the efficiency of managing facilities.

(continued on page 3)

NDT Trends 
The True Disruptor: Software

By Marybeth Miceli, C.Eng.
Principal, We-NDT Marketing Network



ONLINE AT ASNTHOUSTON.COM Pg. 3

 App developers are now taking notice of the needs of NDT field 
services companies. One particular app that is leading the way in 
the NDT world is called PAUT Buddy. This app guides technicians 
through a checklist of settings on Olympus Omniscan that are 
important to adjust before scanning, then goes a step further by 
helping the technician characterize a defect through a series of 
simple questions as well as providing images of PAUT Data Scans 
to assist answering those questions. In addition, the gives the 
tech access to your company procedures anytime & anywhere in 
the field. Future iterations will keep track of OJT hours as well. 
However, a lot of assets which necessitate NDT have limited to no 
cell service and conventional paper documentation is sometimes 
impractical and always slower to process. Companies, such as 
Mobile Reach, are helping NDT practitioners manage customized 
inspection workflows for their plants and assets, even when techs 
and engineers need to work offline. Data is immediately uploaded 
when connectivity is reestablished. Using their expertise in other 
field services industries, they, along with others in the industry, are 

following the full integration trend by developing programs that 
offer a single portal for the entire life of a project from proposal, 
to dispatch, to project inspection data and analysis, all the way to 
accounts receivable, greatly reducing the days sales outstanding 
(DSO).  The Mobile Reach solution even includes a customer 
relationship management (CRM) module to allow sales teams to be 
integrated with the boots on the ground team for a more efficient and 
effective sales process (Fig. 4).

 Overall, the increased level of customization offered now by 
these types of software packages, allows asset owners to streamline 
processes, making a real difference to the bottom line without 
compromising safety.

 There is no doubt with the speed of innovations in software and 
the trend of NDT companies looking to gain a competitive advantage 
through the use of emerging technology, that software innovation will 
create the most disruption in the NDT marketplace for years to come.

Fig. 1 Charles Hellier teaching NDT Classroom students about MT

Fig. 2 PAUT Buddy checklist questions and guidance

Fig. 3 VeriPhase’s Automated Detection Technology ™  (ADT)  PAUT Software

Fig. 4 Mobile Reach’s fully integrated workflow and data management platform
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 John Huffman, GHASNT Chair, opened the meeting with several 
announcements about looking forward to upcoming Spring events in March 
which is a big month for GHASNT: Vendor Night on March 20th, and Golf 
tourney on March 22nd.  Roger Jordon announced applications for Tech of 
the Year would be closing mid-February. Introductions were made around the 
room and several door prizes were given out. 

 John Huffman introduced our expert speaker, Richard Woodward, Sales 
Manager North America, of Durr NDT. Richard traveled from Atlanta to give a 
presentation focused on “Digital Radiography – A Technology Update”.  Durr 
NDT is based in Bietgheim-Bissingen, Germany.  Several questions were 
answered. 

 A big thank you goes to the following companies who give graciously 
to help sponsor the costs of the meeting, Mistras, NDS Products, PH Tool, 
and Turbo NDT.   Your generosity and continued support to the chapter is very 
much appreciated.  We had 40 people in attendance, consisting of Instructors, 
students, members, and guests. 

Great Meetings in Greater Houston!
Continued

February
Meeting Date: February 13, 2019
Location: Republic Grill, Deer Park, TX

John Huffman, GHASNT Section Chair opened the meeting with several 
announcements about our upcoming March events; Vendors night and Golf 
Tournament.  He also announced the chapter officer slate for 2019-2020.  
Individual introductions were made around the room, then Rick Arnett of AIP 
donated Houston Rodeo concert tickets that were given out as door prizes, this 
drew lots of excitement.  

John Huffman introduced our meeting speaker, Ms. Cory Rogge, with the 
Houston Museum of Fine Art.   Ms. Rogge is the Andrew W. Mellon Research 
Scientist at the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, and the Menil Collection.  She 
earned a B.A. in chemistry from Bryn Mawr College, a Ph.D. in Chemistry from 
Yale University and held postdoctoral positions at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison and the University of Texas Health Sciences, in Houston.  She is also 
Professional Associate of the American Institute for Conservation.  

The audience was very attentive as she discussed using XRT and 
radiography on fine art paintings.  She explained the many ways they use 
science to identify materials and types of paints in original oil paintings. She 
showed several examples of where radiography is used to prove period 
authenticity of oil paintings.

A big thank you goes to the following companies who gave graciously 
to help sponsor the costs of the meeting, OceanScan, Mistras, AIP, Tech 
Specialty Products, and Energy Industrial Academy.   Our meetings 
are successful because of the generosity and continued support of these 
companies.  We had 50 people in attendance, consisting of members, 
instructors, students, and guests. 

APRIL
Meeting Date: April 17, 2019
Location: Houston Firefighter’s Building, Houston, TX

Continued on page 9

MArch
Vendor Night: March 20, 2019 (see page 7)
Golf Outting: March 22, 2019 (see page 9)
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Access Plug Flange, Inc.

15603 West Hardy, Suite 355
Houston, TX 77060

Office: (713) 691-0899
(800) 929-0732

Fax: (713) 691-3699
Cell: (832) 731-4722

www.inspectionplug.com
cwebb@inspectionplug.com

Christopher Webb
Vice President

“The Worldwide Leader In Inspection Port Technology.”
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Global Provider 
of Custom & Code Specific 

Flawed Specimens for Training, 
Qualification, and Procedure 

Development

 (704) 795 4401      Concord, NC USA (704) 795 4401      www.FlawTech.com

 
www.ndttechnicalservices.com 

Phone: (281) 341-0469 
Houston, TX 

 
Personnel Qualification  Procedure Preparation 
QA/QC  3rd Party Arbitration  Expert Witnessing 

 
MT, PT, UT, VT, LT, RT, RTR, & 

Radiographic Film Interpretation Training Programs 
 

A highly technical services firm providing specialized NDT 
consultations and customized training programs.  Let us design a 
technical training program or consulting service to meet your needs. 
 

 

W SONASPECTION.COM
USA
T +1 704-262-3384
E SONASPECTION_USA@IMECHE.ORG

SONASPECTION
Experts in manufacturing flawed specimens and mock-ups

UK
T +44 (0)1524 34991
E SONASPECTION@IMECHE.ORG

WORLD LEADING MANUFACTURER 
OF STANDARD AND CUSTOM FLAWED 
SPECIMENS AND MOCK-UPS

INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED AS  
THE STANDARD FOR NDE TRAINING  
AND QUALIFICATION
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 The Greater Houston Section of ASNT held its annual 
Vendor’s Night on Wednesday March 20th, 2019. The 
networking event was held in the Crystal Ballroom at the 
beautiful South Shore Harbor Resort in League City, TX.  

  We had 47 companies participating in the event, 
showcasing their services, equipment, and educational 
courses. We had 275 attendees, the crowd was mixed 
with members, friends, students, instructors, and industry 
experts.  We had a delicious buffet featuring Mexican 
fajitas and a hosted cocktail bar.  

 We greatly appreciate the companies that continue 
to exhibit and support our chapter every year. These 

companies are the foundation of our successful chapter. 
In addition, we had several companies that participated 
for the first-time.  They were: 

  Ken Piposar with Airitas Custom Tethering Systems,      
  Chris Black with Energy Industry Academy, Jeffery  
  Monks with Equipcon, Brian Bearden with Upstream  
  Marketing & Web Design, and Marshall Doreen  
  with Loenbro Inspection services. 

 We are very grateful to the companies that donated 
door prizes. It made for an exciting evening.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone next year!

Visiting Vendors Night
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Take Classes for Credit or 
Continuing Education

Earn certi�cates in NDT or Quality, or
an Associate of Applied Science in NDT

Courses: VT-MT-PT, ET, UT, PAUT, RT Film, 
Metallurgy, Corrosion, Metrology, Standards & Codes,  

CWI, API 510 PV, API 570 PP, QA-TQM, SPC

For more information, call 281-478-2799 
or visit www.sanjac.edu/NDT.

San Jacinto College is hiring full- and part-time  
NDT department instructors.

Continuing & Professional Development
Incumbent, custom and advanced training 

Courses: API Testing, NDT, MT, PT, UT, PAUT,  
RT Film, QA, Lean 6-Sigma Green & Black Belt, 

Lean Mfg., Lean Of�ce & Admin., SPC, RCA

For NDT Training call: 281-478-3687
 For Quality Training call: 281-542-2061

 or visit: www.sanjac.edu/CPD

Non-Destructive Testing
and Quality Programs

An Equal Opportunity Institution
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 John Huffman, GHASNT Section Chair, & Fred Pena, AWS 
Houston Chapter President, opened the joint meeting together 
with several announcements on upcoming events happening 
within both organizations.   We had a huge crowd of 75 
members in attendance. The members were treated to BBQ 
buffet, catered by Rudy’s BBQ, which is always a favorite.  The 
members also enjoyed presentations from two subject matter 
experts. 
  The first speaker was Mr. John Gaylor. He has served in 
several positions at AWS in the past 20 years. He first joined 
as a Staff Engineer assisting the technical committee. John 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Material Science and Engineering 
with specialization in metals from University of Florida. He is 
on schedule to complete his Executive MBA April 2019 from 
Florida Atlantic University. He spoke on the recent changes to 
CWI certifications and their impact on the program. He also 
discussed the revamp of the SCWI program. John was able to 
answer lots of questions from the audience.  
 The second speaker to take the stage was Jeff 
Diehm, from Avonix Imaging. The presentation was titled 
“Reasonable Expectations in Radiographic Imaging”.   Jeff 
gave a very entertaining presentation about industrial RT and 
CT equipment images on everyday objects.  He was able to 
show the differences in quality on many things we buy today, 

like iron’s, bicycle parts, and even I-phone Chargers.  The 
crowd was captivated and asked many questions. 
 Rick Arnett of AIP donated Houston Astro baseball game 
tickets, given out as door prizes, this drew lots of excitement.  
A big thank you goes to the following companies who gave 
graciously to help sponsor the costs of the meeting, Mistras, 
Energy Industrial Academy, Turbo NDT and Tech Service 
Products.   

Great Meetings in Greater Houston!
Continued
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281-240-5441
www.oceanscan-usa.com

NDT Rentals...   Inspections Matter!
C
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OceanScan 10x1.75AD.pdf   1   8/9/16   11:21 AM

DAN TREFELNER
Regional Sales Executive

21414 Julie Marie Lane Suite 1501
Katy TX 77449
t 832 974 4041
m 281 881 7102
trefelner.dan@foerstergroup.com
foerstergroup.com

US Headquarters
140 Industry Drive
RIDC Park West 
Pittsburgh PA 15275
 t 1 800 635 0613

www.InspectionPlugStrategies.com

Marie Counts-Bradley
mcb@inspectionplugstrategies.com

2437 Bay Area Blvd. #147 | Houston, TX 77058
P: 281-480-4406 | 1-800-914-4406 | F: 281-486-4363

GRAPHIC DESIGN • PRINTING • DIRECT MAIL • SOCIAL MEDIA

PHONE: 281-419-5811
EMAIL: salesrep.prm@gmail.com
WEBSITE: ProvenResultsMktg.com

Perfecting Communication
from Concept to Completion!
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Go Golf!
What a great day for the 144 players at 

GHASNT’s sold out annual golf tournament on 
March 22, 2019 at Timber Creek Golf Club in 
Friendswood, TX.  Through the generosity of 
our fellow NDT-ers and supporters, we were 
able to raise $22,939.16 for our scholarship 

and Technician of the Year program.  Hooray 
for all of the many volunteers and sponsors 

that make this a must attend event each year! 

2019 SPONSORS
Gold: MFE Rentals, Diamond G 

Inspection, Olympus,  
Team Industrial Services

Silver: NDT Seals

Bronze: Acuren, Pine Environmental 
Services, TurboNDT, Stronghold Ltd., 

Timber Creek Golf Club, The Sign Shop
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