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About the Feminist Foreign Policy Reading List: 
 
When CFFP first launched in 2016, there was very little research or writing about Feminist Foreign Policy 
(FFP). This Reading List was our way to ensure that the small pool of information on FFP was easy to 
find in hopes of encouraging greater education, awareness of, and research into it. Fast forward to 2020, 
and we are happy to report that literature on FFP is booming.  
 
Included in this list is writing and scholarship from civil society. (For resources from governments, please 
see https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/feminist-foreign-policy.) You’ll find a combination of think 
pieces, blog posts, and journal articles on FFP from activists and academics so we can all stay up to date 
with the latest. Every article has included its abstract, or if not available, its first paragraph. We don’t 
necessarily agree with every opinion expressed in these articles, but that’s not the point. The point is - 
what do you think? 
 
CFFP only has the resources to update this list about once a year, but if you see articles that are missing 
that you believe should be included, please email hello@centreforffp.org. And if you’d like to support 
CFFP - and eventually get us to a sustainable place where we can update this list as often as necessary! 
- please consider becoming a member, the details of which are here: 
https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/membership 
 
Happy reading! 
 
Marissa, Kristina, and Nina 
The CFFP Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



A Feminist Approach To Localization: How Canada Can Support The Leadership Of Women's 
Rights Actors In Humanitarian Action. Oxfam Canada, 2018, https://www.oxfam.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/a-feminist-approach-to-localization.pdf.  
Local and national women‘s rights actors play an important role in humanitarian action. As established 
members of a community, they are well placed to deliver assistance quickly in a crisis and understand the 
needs of women in that context. Whether they are delivering assistance which is context appropriate and 
understanding of local norms, or advising other humanitarian actors on how to best support women in 
their communities, women’s rights actors can help ensure that humanitarian action is effective at meeting 
women’s needs. 
 
Achilleos-Sarll, Columba. "Reconceptualising Foreign Policy As Gendered, Sexualised And 
Racialised: Towards A Postcolonial Feminist Foreign Policy". Journal Of International Women's 
Studies, vol 19, no. 1, 2018, pp. 34-49. 
https://vc.bridgew.edu/jiws/vol19/iss1/4/ 
How can we theorise more effectively the relationship among gender, sexuality, race and foreign policy? 
To explore this question, this paper brings together two bodies of international relations (IR) literature: 
postcolonial feminism and post-positivist foreign policy analysis (FPA).This exposes the ways in which 
FPA marginalises, and renders inconsequential, the gendered, sexualised and racialised dimensions 
underwriting foreign policy practice and discourse. While post-positivist FPA seeks to rectify the silences 
that characterise ‘conventional’ and ‘unconventional’ (namely constructivist) FPA, this literature remains 
blind to the ways that intersecting oppressions, operating through hierarchies of social categories made 
possible through their naturalisation, inform the process, the production and the resultant gendered 
consequences of foreign policy. These examinations privilege gender as a social category, omitting race 
and other markers of difference. Rather than presenting ‘gender’, ‘sexuality’ and ‘race’ as concepts only 
for interdisciplinary inquiry, it is propounded here that they should be seen as vital to the study and 
practice of foreign policy. Advancing the untested promise of a postcolonial feminist approach to FPA that 
(re-) centres intersectionality, (re-)instates connected histories, and (re-)configures normative orders, this 
paper argues that foreign policy should be re-conceptualised as gendered, sexualised and racialised. It is 
hoped this intervention may offer a blueprint to seriously engage with the possibility of a postcolonial 
feminist foreign policy approach to FPA, and to think anew about how that may be translated beyond the 
discipline: advocating for a symbiotic and complimentary feminist foreign and domestic policy that 
fundamentally challenges rather that maintains the status quo.  
 
Aggestam, Karin, and Annika Bergman-Rosamond. "Swedish Feminist Foreign Policy In The 
Making: Ethics, Politics, And Gender". Ethics & International Affairs, vol 30, no. 3, 2016, pp. 323-
334. 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ethics-and-international-affairs/article/swedish-feminist-foreign-
policy-in-the-making-ethics-politics-and-gender/FEE6103E38181D831DA1BEBE8861C289 
This essay seeks to unpack and highlight some of the substance and plausible future directions of a 
feminist foreign policy. The overarching ambition is three-fold: To probe the normative contents of feminist 
foreign policy in theory and in practice; to identify a number of potential challenges and ethical dilemmas 
that are detrimental to gender-sensitive global politics; and to advance a research agenda that can 
deepen the normative and ethical notions of a feminist foreign policy. Sweden's feminist foreign policy is 
still in the making. Its conduct is mostly incremental and focused on international agenda setting and 
normative entrepreneurship, which is guided by an ethically informed framework of cosmopolitanism and 
human rights. Yet, this essay argues that this reorientation is distinct for two reasons: First, by adopting 
the “F-word” it elevates politics from a broadly consensual orientation of gender mainstreaming towards 
more controversial politics, which explicitly seeks to renegotiate and challenge power hierarchies and 
gendered institutions that hitherto defined global institutions and foreign and security policies. Second, it 
contains a normative reorientation of foreign policy, which is guided by an ethically informed framework 
based on broad cosmopolitan norms of global justice and peace. The article concludes by advancing a 
research agenda that draws upon feminist IR theory and enhances the ethical and transformative 
contents of the English School by making it more gender-sensitive and appropriate for the study of 
feminist foreign policy. 
 



Aggestam, Karin, and Annika Bergman Rosamond. "Feminist Foreign Policy 3.0: Advancing 
Ethics And Gender Equality In Global Politics". SAIS Review Of International Affairs, vol 39, no. 1, 
2019, pp. 37-48. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/733457 
A growing number of states, including Canada, Norway, Sweden, Australia, and the United Kingdom, 
have adopted gender- and feminist-informed approaches to their foreign and security policies. Sweden’s 
feminist foreign policy was launched in 2014 and rests on the idea that gender equality is central to 
security and foreign policy. This article conducts an analysis of the incremental development of Sweden’s 
feminist foreign policy. It underlines three pillars that have informed Swedish foreign policy: rights, 
representation, and resources. The article assesses how these three pillars have been transformed into 
distinct policy and practice. It makes the following three conclusions. First, Sweden’s feminist foreign 
policy is distinguished by its working method pertaining to norm change whereby gendered practices and 
structures in global politics are challenged. Second, from the outset Sweden’s feminist foreign policy has 
pursued a head-wind agenda, which reflects a readiness to confront contestation in global politics. Third, 
as a way of tackling resistance and promoting pro-norm equality diffusion a fourth “R” has been 
advanced, which stands for reality checks and research. 
 
Aggestam, Karin et al. "Theorising Feminist Foreign Policy". International Relations, vol 33, no. 1, 
2018, pp. 23-39.  
https://doi.org/10.1177/0047117818811892  
A growing number of states including Canada, Norway and Sweden have adopted gender and feminist-
informed approaches to their foreign and security policies. The overarching aim of this article is to 
advance a theoretical framework that can enable a thoroughgoing study of these developments. Through 
a feminist lens, we theorise feminist foreign policy arguing that it is, to all intents and purposes, ethical 
and argue that existing studies of ethical foreign policy and international conduct are by and large gender-
blind. We draw upon feminist International Relations (IR) theory and the ethics of care to theorise feminist 
foreign policy and to advance an ethical framework that builds on a relational ontology, which embraces 
the stories and lived experiences of women and other marginalised groups at the receiving end of foreign 
policy conduct. By way of conclusion, the article highlights the novel features of the emergent framework 
and investigates in what ways it might be useful for future analyses of feminist foreign policy. Moreover, 
we discuss its potential to generate new forms of theoretical insight, empirical knowledge and policy 
relevance for the refinement of feminist foreign policy practice. 
 
Alwan, Christine. et al. “What is Feminist Foreign Policy? An Exploratory Evaluation of Foreign 
Policy in OECD Countries”. 2017 European Conference on Politics and Gender. 2017. 
https://ecpr.eu/Filestore/PaperProposal/05def9c8-34c6-4415-8df1-55144d2fd016.pdf  
In 2015, Sweden’s foreign affairs minister boldly acclaimed that the state had a feminist foreign policy, 
with rights, representation, and resources at its core (Patel 2015). While these criteria may be a helpful 
for understanding the variety of issues foreign policy makers must consider to develop and implement 
gender equitable policy, they do not provide a specific framework for a feminist foreign policy theory. We 
hope to address this lack of specificity by drawing on existing theories of foreign policy and feminist IR. 
We argue why the idea of a feminist foreign policy is radical given the nature of international politics, state 
militaries, and government actors. We point to the symbiotic relationship between militarism and 
masculinity with militarism and the state. This androcentric view of international politics does not 
adequately address the ways in which women’s lives affect and are affected by foreign policy decisions. 
We hope that these initial discussions will help both policy scholars and practitioners develop and 
incorporate a feminist theory of foreign policy into foreign policy decision-making.   
 
Ansorg, Nadine, Toni Haastrup, and Katharine Wright. "Feminist Interventions on Foreign Policy 
and Diplomacy." In: Confortini, Catia and Väyrynen, Tarja, eds. Routledge Handbook of Feminist 
Peace Research. Routledge. (2020). 
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/79503/ 
In this chapter, we examine the contributions of feminist scholarship and activism to the discourses and 
practices of foreign policy and diplomacy. From the changes in the make of foreign policy actors to 
include more women, to the implications of the Women, Peace and Security agenda and the nascent 



adoption of Feminist Foreign Policy by some countries, we show how feminism has been fundamental to 
the evolution international politics’ search for peace. We nevertheless highlight persistent blind spots and 
unintended consequences of the ‘feminist’ turn in foreign policy and diplomatic practice highlighting their 
challenges to credible ethical practices of states. As we argue, states located in the Global North are 
more predisposed to branding their foreign policy as ‘feminist’. The implementation of feminist foreign 
policy for the distant other obscures domestic realities, while reinforcing colonial logics. We conclude that 
while this feminist turn has given more space for feminist interventions, the adoption of an ethical code is 
crucial when tackling tensions and contradictions between idealism and pragmatism in feminist foreign 
policy. 
 
Arden, Jacinda. et al. "10 Reasons Why We Need Feminist Foreign Policy". Open Canada, 2018, 
https://www.opencanada.org/features/10-reasons-why-we-need-feminist-foreign-policy/. 
Ten women — from New Zealand leader Jacinda Ardern to Nigerian human rights activist Osai Ojigho to 
co-chair of Argentina’s W20 Andrea Grobocopatel — reflect on the idea of a feminist foreign policy, why it 
matters and where this concept needs to go next. 
 
Thompson, Lyric, and Christina Asquith. "One Small Step For Feminist Foreign Policy". Foreign 
Policy, 2018, https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/20/one-small-step-for-feminist-foreign-policy-
women-canada/. 
On Sept. 21 and 22, Canada will host the first-ever meeting of female foreign ministers, as part of a 
package of commitments it made to prioritize women’s issues under its G-7 presidency this year. 
Currently, about 30 women lead their countries’ diplomacy, including eight in Europe, 10 in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, five in Africa, and others in Asia, Australia, and the region. The Montreal meeting will 
be historically unprecedented in its display of female power on the world stage. But symbolic 
achievements shouldn’t suffice. It would be a tragedy not to use the opportunity to focus attention on 
concrete ways to improve women’s status globally and advance what has been called a “feminist foreign 
policy.” 
 
Aziz, Shaista. "A Feminist Foreign Policy". Fabian Society, 2017, https://fabians.org.uk/a-feminist-
foreign-policy/. 
Sweden is the first county in the world to champion a feminist foreign policy. The country has a population 
of 10 million people and is one of Europe’s biggest donors of foreign aid. It is also among the top five 
exporters of arms around the world. However, under the leadership of its foreign minister Margot 
Wallstrom, Sweden has unapologetically put the security of women and girls at the heart of its foreign 
policy. I worked as an aid worker for more than 15 years and have had the privilege of working across the 
Middle East, East and West Africa and Pakistan, gathering testimonies and stories from women and girls. 
More often than not many of the women and girls I’ve worked with have survived sexual and physical 
violence. And all of them are locked in a daily battle against poverty which hits them the hardest because 
of their gender. 
 
Barry, Ellen. "Sweden’S Proponent Of ‘Feminist Foreign Policy,’ Shaped By Abuse". New York 
Times, 2017, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/17/world/europe/margot-wallstrom-sweden.html. 
Margot Wallstrom’s embrace of activism over realpolitik has antagonized powerful players in Sweden, one 
of the world’s largest per capita weapons exporters. She has attacked the human rights record of Saudi 
Arabia, a major trading partner; she has endorsed a United Nations ban on nuclear weapons, ignoring 
warnings from NATO. She has made no secret of her dislike for President Trump. When people accuse 
her of being undiplomatic, she cheerfully agrees. “I have very little time,” she said. “I don’t have time to 
walk around cocktail parties. I don’t think that is the work of a diplomat.” 
 
Broadhead, Lee-Anne, and Sean Howard. "The Nuclear Ban Treaty and the cloud over Trudeau’s 
‘feminist’foreign policy." International Journal 74.3 (2019): 422-444. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0020702019876368 
The Canadian Liberal government of Justin Trudeau claims to be ushering in a new era of a “feminist” 
foreign policy. While serious steps have been taken in this direction, this paper focuses on the 
government’s opposition to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, a treaty that has been 



negotiated with a logic and language explicitly linking issues of disarmament and gender, reframing 
“security” as fundamentally a question not of state but of human (and environmental) security. Ignoring its 
own public statements that repeatedly link women with peace and security, the Trudeau government’s 
opposition to the Treaty exposes the hollowness of its claims. 
 
Bryce, Hannah. "For The UK, A Feminist Foreign Policy Is Both The Right Thing To Do And Smart 
Strategy". Chatham House, 2017, https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/uk-feminist-
foreign-policy-both-right-thing-do-and-smart-strategy. 
The UK actively promotes gender equality both at home and abroad but it falls short of defining itself by a 
feminist agenda. At a time when it is not clear what does define UK foreign policy, other than the looming 
exit from the EU, promoting a feminist foreign policy could be an opportunity for the UK to provide 
leadership and to promote its human-rights based values abroad at a time when both are being 
challenged on the world stage. 
 
Chapnick, Adam. "The origins of Canada’s feminist foreign policy." International Journal 74.2 
(2019): 191-205. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0020702019850827 
In January 2019, a leading Canadian foreign policy blog, OpenCanada.org, declared that “[u]nder the 
government of Justin Trudeau, Canada has embraced a feminist foreign policy—gradually at first, and 
with fervor over the past year.” Although critics have debated the policy’s effectiveness, the embrace, if 
not also the fervor, was indisputable. By 2019, the Trudeau government’s second foreign minister, 
Chrystia Freeland, was proclaiming Canada’s feminist approach to international relations openly and 
regularly. The international community had also noticed. This article investigates the origins of the new 
Canadian foreign policy “brand.” It finds that, contrary to popular thinking, the prime minister himself 
played at most a minor role in the initiation of what became a full-fledged transformation of Canada’s 
global image. 
 
Claesson, Annina. "Hiding Behind The F-Word: The Failures of Sweden's Feminist Foreign 
Policy". The Centre For Feminist Foreign Policy, 2017, 
https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/journal/2017/8/21/hiding-behind-the-f-word-the-failures-
of-swedens-feminist-foreign-policy. 
In the autumn of 2014, the Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs Margot Wallström presented the world’s 
first self-defined feminist foreign policy. This bold choice of language suggested radical policy change, 
where an explicitly feminist perspective would become integral to all areas of Sweden’s foreign policy. 
This declaration not only welcomed the idea of a normative reorientation of foreign policy but made it 
explicit that foreign policy should be ethically guided, even at the risk of political controversy. 
 
Conway, Marissa. "A Feminist Nuclear Policy: A New Vision For US Nuclear Policy". Ploughshares 
Fund, 2019, https://www.ploughshares.org/issues-analysis/article/feminist-nuclear-policy. 
I founded the Centre for Feminist Foreign Policy because I kept seeing the same patterns in foreign 
policy: the exclusion of marginalized communities in policymaking, the pressure on women to bear the 
burden of peacekeeping and the insistence that gendered ideas (in particular those relying on the threat 
of violence) were "best" for national security. Wearing feminist-tinted glasses, I could no longer ignore the 
disconnect between state action and human consequence. 
 
Conway, Marissa. "The UK Needs A Feminist Foreign Policy". Fawcett Society, 2019, 
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/blog/the-uk-needs-a-feminist-foreign-policy. 
Feminist foreign policy (FFP) is quickly gaining traction around the world as a powerful way to transform 
foreign policy as we know it. First launched by the Swedish government in 2014, countries like France 
and Mexico have followed suit by announcing their intent to develop a full FFP framework, and others 
have developed one-off feminist policies, like Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy or the 
UK’s Labour Party’s Feminist Development Policy. Activists, researchers, academics, celebrities, and 
policymakers alike are vouching for its transformative potential. So what exactly is a feminist foreign 
policy, and why does the UK need one? 
 



Conway, Marissa, and Asha Herten Crabb. "Security Council Weapons of Mass Destruction And 
Feminist Foreign Policy". Turkish Policy Quarterly, 2019, 
http://turkishpolicy.com/article/961/security-council-weapons-of-mass-destruction-and-feminist-
foreign-policy. 
Modern understandings of security tend to rely on the threat of violence as the key means to achieve or 
maintain peace. Nowhere is this more measurable than in nuclear policy. Mitigating the risk of nuclear 
weapons is not possible without their total elimination, however, the status quo of nuclear policy is difficult 
to change, particularly as the five states which possess nuclear weapons in accordance with the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) also sit on the Security Council as the Permanent 
Members (P5). This dynamic makes steps toward nuclear elimination difficult to secure. However, France 
and the UK, two of the P5, have shown interest in adopting feminist foreign policy (FFP). 
 
Crouch, David. "Is Sweden's Feminist Agenda Working?". BBC News, 2017, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39004991. 
Feminism in Sweden is not so politically charged as in some other European countries or in the US. Only 
one political party does not include feminism in its programme - the far-right Sweden Democrats - while of 
the four centre-right opposition parties, three are led by women. During most of the past century, the 
Nordic countries have been dominated by centre-left Social Democrats who championed women's rights. 
But there have been big changes in recent years. Sweden is famous for its generous parental leave 
provisions, allowing parents a total of almost 18 months off work, most of it on 80% of full pay. However, 
women still take the lion's share (75%) of paid parental leave. And of those forced to work part-time due 
to caring for a child or adult relative, almost nine out of 10 are women. 
 
Driver, Alice. "The Women And Girl Migrants Who Disappear, And The Feminist Policies That 
Could Save Them". Opencanada, 2018, https://www.opencanada.org/features/women-and-girl-
migrants-who-disappear-and-feminist-policies-could-save-them/. 
Disappearance is an absence that manifests itself, much like violence, in starkly gendered terms. When 
unaccompanied migrants cross borders, the only sex-disaggregated data that exists records who arrives. 
Disappeared migrant girls — victims of global trafficking rings who often end up as domestic and sexual 
slaves — seldom reach the promised land, a place where they hope they will be allowed to educate 
themselves, to access health care and to live a life free of violence. In policy terms, it is hard to address 
disappearance, but that is one key issue a feminist immigration policy would need to tackle, and it would 
involve ensuring that countries have policies in place to identify and prevent the human trafficking and 
prostitution of unaccompanied migrant girls. 
 
Farley, Alex. "Refugee Legislation In South Africa: A Feminist Foreign Policy Analysis - Part 1". 
The Centre For Feminist Foreign Policy, 2019, 
https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/journal/2019/6/3/refugee-legislation-in-south-africa-a-
feminist-foreign-policy-analysis-part-1. 
This series applies a feminist foreign policy (ffp) framing in a case study analysis of refugee policy in 
South Africa. It was undertaken as part of the completion of an MSc in African Development. The study 
utilises feminist foreign policy as an analytical framework for a policy and discourse analysis of gender 
inclusivity in South Africa’s refugee and asylum-seeking legislation. Part 1 of this series outlines the 
feminist foreign policy principles, migration legislation and discourse analysis that I engage with in my 
analysis to determine the extent of gender inclusivity in refugee law. Part 2 reveals a strong nationalist 
discourse which permeates discussions about refugee policy in South Africa, and provides contextual 
understanding of the challenges that need to be addressed for a gender sensitive refugee policy. 
 
Farley, Alex. "Refugee Legislation In South Africa: A Feminist Foreign Policy Analysis - Part 2". 
The Centre For Feminist Foreign Policy, 2019, 
https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/journal/2019/6/3/refugee-legislation-in-south-africa-a-
feminist-foreign-policy-analysis-part-2. 
This is the second part of a two part series that utilises a feminist foreign policy (ffp) framing to analyse 
refugee policy in South Africa. The study was undertaken as part of the completion of an MSc in African 
Development. Part 1 previously outlined the feminist foreign policy principles, migration legislation and 



discourse analysis that I engage with in my analysis to determine the extent of gender inclusivity in 
refugee law. The second and following part explores ideas of national security and sovereignty which 
dominate discussions about the asylum regime to provide a contextual understanding of the barriers to a 
gender sensitive refugee policy in South Africa. This section will show that these barriers are often rooted 
in a wider debate about the economics of migration, which helps explain recent changes to the country’s 
refugee policy. 
 
Fihn, Beatrice. "Canada’S Feminist Foreign Policy Cannot Include Nuclear Weapons". The Globe 
And Mail, 2018, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canadas-feminist-foreign-policy-
cannot-include-nuclear-weapons/. 
“Women’s rights are human rights,” Hillary Clinton famously said in 1995. Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Chrystia Freeland repeated those words in her message announcing Canada’s Feminist 
International Assistance Policy. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has made women’s empowerment a pillar 
of his government from his gender-balanced cabinet to the push for a “feminist foreign policy.” 
 
Frisell, Johan. "The Swedish Feminist Foreign Policy". The Centre For Feminist Foreign Policy, 
2019, https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/journal/2019/11/11/the-swedish-feminist-foreign-
policy. 
For a long time, Sweden has been a prominent champion of gender equality, both domestically and 
internationally, regardless of the political party in government. For instance, the Swedish Gender Equality 
Act was introduced in 1979 to create an equal labour market free from discrimination, and it has been a 
norm since 1994 that half of the cabinet ministers are women. After the 2014 general election, when 
social democratic Prime Minister Stefan Löfven declared his newly formed government as feminist, he 
signalled his intent to accelerate the government’s gender equality agenda. Declaring a feminist 
government, Löfven highlighted that gender equality is not only a women’s issue, but a question for 
society at large, not least financially. Power relations among men and women are socially constructed 
and the barriers preventing women and girls from fully realising their rights and potential must be 
removed. Economies flourish when a country’s entire potential is realised. A 2015 UN study shows that if 
the world’s labour market were completely equal, the gross world product would rise by 26 per cent, 
roughly equivalent to the combined GNPs of China and the US. 
 
Garner, Karen. Gender and foreign policy in the Clinton administration. Boulder, CO: 
FirstForumPress, 2013.  
https://www.rienner.com/uploads/51e96ab3175ff.pdf 
Though recent US government attention to global women's rights and empowerment is often presented 
as a new phenomenon, Karen Garner argues that nearly two decades ago the Clinton administration 
broke barriers to challenge women's unequal status vis-à-vis men around the world and to incorporate 
their needs into US foreign policy and aid programs. Garner draws on a wide range of primary sources, 
including interviews with government officials and feminist activists who worked with the administration, to 
present a persuasive account of the emergence, evolution, and legacy of US global gender policy in the 
1990s. 
 
Guay, Jennifer. "Sweden And Canada Fly The Flag For Feminist Foreign Policy". Apolitical, 2017, 
https://apolitical.co/solution_article/sweden-canada-fly-flag-feminist-foreign-policy/. 
Since launching in 2014, Sweden’s radically ‘feminist’ foreign policy has gained international notoriety. 
While critics have lambasted the Nordic nation – for brazenly funding abortion, inciting a diplomatic row 
with Saudi Arabia over human rights, and provoking Israel by recognising Palestine – the strategy has 
proved successful by many measures. Sweden, through its new policy, has helped more than 20 
countries draw up laws and proposals to strengthen gender equality. 
 
Haastrup, Toni. "Gendering South Africa's Foreign Policy: Towards a Feminist Approach?." 
Foreign Policy Analysis (2019). 
https://www.storre.stir.ac.uk/handle/1893/30082#.Xkqqq5P7TOQ 
South Africa has sought ethical foreign policy since the advent of democracy. This foreign policy outlook 
focuses on the African continent and the ways in which pro- gender justice norms are articulated. In this 



article, I reflect on the extent to which South Africa’s foreign policy embraces these norms as part of its 
foreign apparatus and practices. It takes at its starting point the nascent literature on feminist foreign 
policy applied to South Africa, which shares similarities to countries in the Global North that embrace 
feminist foreign policy. Moreover, it takes account of gender dynamics at the domestic level and how they 
are manifested in foreign policy discourses and practices, particularly in the understanding and 
implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda. Utilising qualitative content analysis, this 
article provides context and meaning for how gender concerns have evolved in South Africa’s foreign 
policy, including the role of certain norm entrepreneurs in shaping the gender narrative. The article 
concludes that the domestic context is important to shaping and limiting how a country can enact feminist 
foreign policy. Importantly, the South African case provides an additional Global South dimension to the 
nascent scholarship. 
 
Halais, Flavie. "Canada's New Foreign Aid Policy Puts Focus On Women, Rights". Devex, 2017, 
https://www.devex.com/news/canada-s-new-foreign-aid-policy-puts-focus-on-women-rights-90458. 
Canada is placing women and girls at the heart of its poverty eradication efforts. Minister of International 
Development Marie-Claude Bibeau released the country’s long-awaited International Assistance Policy 
last Friday, a strategy that calls itself “feminist” and represents a major shift of the country’s vision for 
international development onto the world’s most vulnerable and marginalized populations. 
 
Ho, Karen. "Canada Puts Its Feminist Foreign Policy To The Test". Opencanada, 2018, 
https://www.opencanada.org/features/canada-puts-its-feminist-foreign-policy-test/.  
With its G7 presidency, Canada faces the challenge of applying a gender lens to policy areas like trade, 
peacekeeping and diplomacy. Such efforts put the feminist foreign policy concept under the microscope.  
 
Hudson, Valerie. "Gloria Steinem: Toward A Feminist Foreign Policy". Opendemocracy, 2016, 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/valerie-m-hudson/toward-feminist-foreign-policy. 
Feminism, when you look at it as Gloria Steinem does, as the recognition of the full humanity and full 
equality of both men and women, is peace work. 
 
Hudson, Valerie M. "Feminist foreign policy as state-led expansion of human rights." Expanding 
Human Rights. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2017. 
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/9781785368837.00021.xml 
The purpose of the chapter is to trace the arc of the idea that there could be a “feminist” state 
foreign/security policy, and then to assess both the promise and the pitfalls of such a stance. In this case, 
the state would become the main agent promoting this human rights expansion. A feminist 
foreign/security policy (FFSP) would embrace the idea that human rights and national security are not 
contradictory goals of state policy unless we choose to see them as such. However, an FFSP would go 
further and also propose that women’s empowerment, women’s voice, and women’s security constitute 
the great bridge between the two aspirations. The selection of Hillary Clinton as US Secretary of State in 
2009, and her tenure until early 2013, provides a rich case study of how the “women, peace, and security” 
standpoint articulated by the United Nations could be translated into a state agenda. However, given the 
state’s top-down nature, there will always be problems with utilizing the state to expand and secure 
human rights. Understanding the nature and source of the problems faced in this case is instructive, 
including moral quandaries, state inconsistency, insincere genuflection, distorted participation, and 
perverse incentives. 
 
Hunt, Erin. "Killer Robots, Feminism… And A Feminist Foreign Policy?". Medium, 2020, 
https://medium.com/@stopkillerrobots/killer-robots-feminism-and-a-feminist-foreign-policy-
d55309c60fae. 
What are killer robots and what do they have to do with feminism? Killer robots are weapons systems that 
will select targets and decide to engage without meaningful human control. So robotic weapons systems 
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