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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Acterra Honors Eight Bay Area Organizations for Environmental Leadership and Innovation 
 
Website: https://www.acterra.org/bea-2020-awardees 

 
PALO ALTO, March 16, 2020—The environmental organization Acterra has announced the recipients for this 
year’s Business Environmental Awards (BEA). This year marks the 30th anniversary of Acterra’s BEA Program, 
one of the San Francisco Bay Area’s most prestigious recognition programs for sustainable businesses.  Lauren 
Weston, executive director of Acterra, said of the honorees, “Acterra commends these organizations not only 
for lowering their resource use and carbon footprints, but for improving community members’ lives in tangible 
and meaningful ways.”  
 
The winners by category are as follows: 
Acterra Award for Sustainability  
WRNS Studio (San Francisco County) 
 
Environmental Innovation (two winners) 
Joint Venture Silicon Valley / Loaves & Fishes Family Kitchen (nonprofit, Santa Clara County) 
FreeWire Technologies (company, Alameda County) 
 
Environmental Project 
MCE / City of Richmond / RichmondBUILD (Contra Costa County) 
 
Spare the Air Leadership Award - Sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
Central Concrete Supply Co. (Santa Clara County) 
 
Sustainable Built Environment (three winners) 
Google / Parabola Architecture / Point Energy Innovations / Devcon Construction Inc. (Large company, Santa 
Clara County) 
City of Berkeley / Marcy Wong Donn Logan Architects / International Parking Design, Inc. (Medium company, 
Alameda County) 
Arkin Tilt Architects / The Natural Grocery Company (Small company, Alameda County) 
 
 
Awardee Descriptions: 
Arkin Tilt Architects / The Natural Grocery Company – The Natural Grocery Company, an employee-owned grocery store 
that serves as a community resource in the Richmond Annex neighborhood, was expanded and sustainably renovated 
using photovoltaic arrays, salvaged materials and other ecological features. 
 

https://www.acterra.org/bea-2020-awardees
https://www.acterra.org/
https://www.baaqmd.gov/
https://www.arkintilt.com/el-cerrito-natural-grocery-prepared-food-annex?building-type=2


 

Central Concrete Supply Co. – Designer of sustainable, low-carbon-footprint concrete products achieved by reducing the 
amount of cement used and by substituting cement replacement materials. In addition to pioneering sustainable mixes, 
Central Concrete has a dedicated Sustainability Program managed by a sustainability manager and supported by team 
members across the organization. 
 
FreeWire Technologies Inc. – Manufacturer of battery-backed products such as EV charging and mobile power solutions, 
to electrify industries formerly dependent on fossil fuels. FreeWire’s zero-emission energy storage solutions deliver and 
manage energy where needed for reliable electrification beyond the grid.  
 
Google / Parabola Architecture / Point Energy Innovations / Devcon Construction Inc. – 1212 Bordeaux on the Sunnyvale 
campus is a LEED Platinum building that exceeded Google’s Healthy Materials pilot program minimum compliance target 
by 146% while achieving Biophilic Design goals. 
 
Joint Venture Silicon Valley / Loaves & Fishes Family Kitchen – A La Carte is a food recovery program that collects and 
redistributes food from large institutions, including Stanford and Facebook, for use in nearby low-income communities, 
alleviating both food waste and hunger. Their innovative food truck model is the first of its kind. 
 
City of Berkeley / Marcy Wong Donn Logan Architects / International Parking Design, Inc. (IPD) – The Center Street 
Parking Garage in Berkeley’s Downtown Arts District is a dynamic structure offering efficient vehicle parking, bicycle 
parking, café retail space, offices, and art gallery within an artistic context. 
 
MCE / City of Richmond / RichmondBUILD  – MCE Solar One is a public-private project that has created more local 
renewable energy and solar infrastructure while engaging the local workforce of builders, contractors, and suppliers. To 
further support local jobs, MCE teamed up with RichmondBUILD, a training and job-placement program for residents in 
construction and green skills to support more than 300 jobs. 
 
WRNS Studio – Mid-sized architecture and planning firm of roughly 200 employees that strives to create healthy, 
resource-efficient, inspiring spaces that minimize environmental impact and positively impact the community. WRNS 
Studio has four offices located in San Francisco, Honolulu, New York, and Seattle; in their San Francisco office WRNS 
employs 163 people and occupies 32,348 square feet of office space in a LEED Platinum certified building. 
 
 
 
About Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet  
Currently celebrating its 50th anniversary, Acterra is a San Francisco Bay Area 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that 
brings people together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. Acterra works locally to help people save energy, 
use cleaner power, and reduce their carbon footprint at home, at work, and in the community. We also recognize Bay 
Area companies that are leaders in environmental sustainability and create mechanisms for companies and 
organizations to learn from each other. For more information, visit acterra.org. 
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