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ASES FUNDING GAP CONTINUES TO GROW:  

Rising Costs and Lagging Funding Puts Kids at Risk    

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ASES – California’s Only State-Funded After School Program 

For at least 3 hours a day, every school day, After School Education and Safety (ASES) programs across the 

state provide children in at-risk communities with access to additional learning hours, enrichment 

opportunities, and a safe setting that keep kids off of the street during the prime time for crime involving 

children. Along with these key supports, ASES programs provide participants with nutritional meals and offer 

essential child care for working families. For more than a decade, ASES programs only received $7.50 per 

student per day allocation from the state of California to offer these essential services.  
 

Funding Falls Short  

Since the first full year of ASES implementation in 2007, the state 

minimum wage has increased 38% (from $8 to $11). While 

critical to our workforce, increases in the state minimum wage 

have been the primary driver of a 27% increase in ASES program 

costs over this same time period. Though the state provided its 

first increase in funding since 2007 last year, with a 9% increase 

$50 million for a total of $600 million), which helped increased the 

daily rate from $7.50 to $8.19, the average elementary school ASES 

program still faces nearly a $39,000 deficit this school year.  
 

As the state minimum wage continues to rise, the funding gap will only continue to grow. Next year, the state 

minimum wage increase ($12 on January 1, 2019) will be 50% higher than it was in 2007. In turn, average 

program costs could be 31% higher than in 2007. Though appreciated, financial relief of the $50 million 

increase in 2017-18 is severely undercut by the annual rising state minimum wage. As an example, even with 

the increased rate, an average elementary school ASES program could face a nearly $47,000 deficit in 

2019. This deficit amounts to almost 40% of the average ASES grant amount.  

FUNDING DOESN’T ADD UP 
Change since 2007 

CA minimum wage    38% ↑ 

Program costs   27% ↑ 

ASES funding      9% ↑ 

Program deficit* 293%↑ 

*See the budget breakdown on page 3 
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FY 2018-19 Request to Help Reduce Program Deficits 

To prevent programs from closing their doors, providers and advocates are requesting an additional $76.3 

million in 2018-19, to increase the rate approximately 50 cents per student per day for every $1 increase in 

the minimum wage1 to a $9.25 average daily rate.2  This investment could provide a typical elementary 

school ASES program an additional $21,605 (including the 33% required local match).  This 13% increase 

in funding would help bring the total increase in funding since 2007 to 23% and help ASES programs narrow 

their deficits significantly. 

 

   

 
 

 

   

ASES Increase Represents a Small Fraction of Proposition 98  

The Governor’s 2018-19 Budget Proposal highlighted a 

new all-time high for Prop. 98 funding. His proposal 

also marks a 38% increase in Prop. 98 K-12 funding and 

a 40% increase in Prop. 98 per-pupil spending since 

2006-07, while ASES received only a 9% increase over 

the same period of time.4 Our $76.3 million request 

represents only 0.11% of the $ 67.7 billion in total 

Prop. 98 K-12 funding proposed for 2018-19. Moreover, 

adding together this potential increase and existing 

ASES funding (including last year’s $50 million 

increase), ASES would account for just 1% of Prop.  98 

funding for K-12 – which is still less than the 1.12% of 

total Prop. 98 that ASES represented in 2007.  

 

                                                 
1 Calculated by dividing the increased deficit in a sample program’s out-of-pocket costs since the state minimum wage 
increased $3.00 ($22,547) by 84 kids, 180 days a year, and by 3 $1.00 increases to the state minimum wage. 
2 From $8.19 to $9 for the first half of FY 2018-19, and $9.50 in the second half of FY 2018-19, when the state minimum wage 
increases to $12. 
3 The sample program will encounter a slight increase in program costs as ASES funding increases because programs will have 
to pay the grantee more for the administration fee (15% of grant). 
4 In 2006-07, there was $48.983 billion in Prop. 98 K-12 funding and $8,279 in Prop. 98 per-pupil spending. 2018-19 

Governor’s Budget proposes $67.695 billion in Prop. 98 K-12 funding, and $11,614 in Prop. 98 K-12 per-pupil spending.   
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$210,159 $215,2633 

ASES 
Funding 

$163,390 $184,995 

Deficit $46,769 $30,268 
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