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‘Smart is reading, writing,  
spelling, but it’s also storytelling.  
Finding things on all the pages.’

You will have no trouble finding just the right book for babies through to 
young adults on the pages of this 18th edition of the Kids’ Reading Guide.

All the books have been selected and reviewed by leading Australian 
booksellers with the help of some enthusiastic younger readers.

Australian Booksellers Association

All the Ways to be Smart
Davina Bell and Allison Colpoys  |  HB $24.99

This absolutely gorgeous book by Davina Bell and Allison Colpoys 
is bound to become an Australian classic, along with  
Under the Love Umbrella. These books belong side by side in 
every child’s library. Not everyone is good at maths or science, but 
everyone is good at something and this story celebrates all the ways 
kids can be themselves and show the world what they are good 
at, whether it be drawing pointy stars or building ships from boxes. 
From creative pursuits to being emotionally present, everything is 
covered in this colourful story. 

Welcome to the 2018-2019
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Chomp Goes  
the Crocodile
Matthew Van Fleet 
HB $29.99

Little hands will be kept busy with 
the sturdy chomping pull-tab and 
touch-and-feels on every page, as this 
hungry croc chomps his way through 
the swamp, growing bigger with each 
feast. All ends well with a big surprise 
pop-up burp releasing all the creatures 
unharmed! Can you count them all?

Can You Dance?
Sally Morgan and Kathy Arbon  |  BB $14.99

Can you dance, dance, dance, like a silly lizard or  
stomp your feet like a cheeky wombat? Sally Morgan  
will have you and your toddler dancing and stomping  
and flapping their arms like all your favourite Australian  
animals in this beautifully illustrated board book.  
(Proceeds go the Indigenous Literacy Foundation)

Mix-a-Mutt
Sara Ball  |  BB $26.99

Flip heads, bodies and tails to create your own breed of MUTT.  
This gorgeously illustrated book from the creators of Flip-o-storic 
and Flip-o-saurus is a must-have for any dog lover.

8 Little Planets
Chris Ferrie and Lizzy Doyle  |  BB $16.99

This is a bright and colourful introduction to the planets in our solar 
system. With a fun die-cut look through feature, making it easy to 
hold, and told in rhyme, it showcases the individual characteristics 
of all eight planets. A perfect gift for toddlers.
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Alpha Pups!    Pup and Down
Sophie Beer  |  BB $14.99

These two vibrant and fun filled books by the dazzling illustrator 
Sophie Beer are sure to be a hit with any pre-schooler! Explore  
the alphabet with your favourite dog breeds in Alpha Pups! 
and then hit the town with two pups in Pup and Down for an 
entertaining introduction to opposites.

We All Sleep   
Ezekiel Kwaymullina and Sally Morgan |  BB $14.99 

I Love Me
Sally Morgan and Ambelin Kwaymullina |  BB $14.99

We All Sleep takes little ones on a journey through Australian 
landscapes, meeting animals in their natural environments 
along the way. A colourful ‘search and find’ adventure for 
young children with vivid language evoking the actions of the 
animals and features of the magnificent country, ending in 
sleepy harmony. I Love Me is a joyous reminder to children to 
love themselves for being just the way they are.

Learn with Ruby Red Shoes:   
Alphabet Book

Learn with Ruby Red Shoes: 
Counting Book
Kate Knapp  |  HB $14.99

Ruby Red Shoes loves to learn. Join Ruby and 
her chickens in two new adventures. In the 
123 Counting Book, Ruby learns how to count 
to twelve and explores the world around her. 
In Ruby’s Alphabet Book, Ruby takes you inside 
her universe. Each letter has a gentle rhyme 
and a beautiful illustration.
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ABC for Me: ABC What Can She Be? 
Jessie Ford  |  BB $19.99

With a profession for every letter of the alphabet, from Astronaut 
to Zoologist, this gorgeous little book combines early-learning with 
inspiration for every strong woman in the making! The bright and 
cheerful illustrations feature women from every walk of life engaged 
in a diverse range of career paths.

Lulu at the Zoo
Camilla Reid and Ailie Busby  |  PB $16.99

Sweet Lulu, Rabbity and her Mum are off for an exciting day at the 
zoo, but when Rabbity goes missing we must help Lulu find her. This 
beautiful lift-the-flap book takes you through the wonderful zoo, where 
you meet animals, some small, some big and some scary on a search 
to find Rabbity.

My Sunbeam Baby
Emma Quay  |  HB $24.99

The perfect book for snuggling, ‘just baby, book and me’.  
A wonderful celebration of babies brought to life with joyous rhyming 
text and bright, colourful illustrations. A fantastic book for a mum 
or dad-to-be to celebrate the joy of babies for now, ever and always. 

Little Bear Dreams
Paul Schmid  |  BB $24.95

What do polar bears dream of? Maybe hot chocolate and cold pizza 
or big mountains and small friends! A lovely read-aloud bedtime 
book of opposites to share at the end of busy day. 

Where’s Mr Penguin?
Where’s Mr Unicorn? 
Ingela P Arrhenius  |  BB $12.99

Bright bold board books with a felt flap on every page just right 
for sharing with little readers who will love the surprise of finding 
a mirror under the flap on the last page.
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Wide Big World
Maxine Beneba Clarke and Isobel Knowles  |  HB $26.99

This beautiful picture book by renowned Australian author of 
The Hate Race celebrates diversity around the world. Coupled 
with Isobel Knowles’ cheerful illustrations that leap off the page, 
Wide Big World is a wonderful conversation starter for young 
children about fostering positive relationships and inclusivity.

The Man With Small Hair
Jane Jolly and Andrew Joyner  |  HB $24.99

The man with small hair does everything he can to blend in with the 
crowd. He covers up his small hair, short pants, colourful boots and 
beads so that he looks just like everyone else. Then one day he looks 
in the mirror and doesn’t recognise the person staring back at him. 
A lovely story about having the confidence to be whoever you are.

Tricky’s Bad Day
Alison Lester  |  HB $19.99

My mummy says that we all have bad days  
like Tricky when nothing goes right. I know I do,  
so I love reading about Tricky and all the things that go wrong.  
My favourite one is when Tricky forgets to put the lid on the blender 
and the smoothie goes everywhere. I can turn a bad day good 
again, and so does Tricky when he goes for a walk with his dad  
and they sit watching the boats in Tricky’s favourite tree. 

HenRY, age 3
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When You're Going to the Moon
Sasha Beekman and Vivienne To  |  HB $24.99

A little girl with a little green bag and big ambitions plans to climb 
a ladder to the moon and be home in time for dinner. But what to 
pack? Essentials: glittery yo-yo, inflatable moose, favourite blanket. 
And Rochelle the iguana definitely wants to come. A whimsical, 
energetic picture book with a great message: dream big, aim high, 
don't look down. You can do it!

Kookaburra Kookaburra
Bridget Farmer  |  HB $24.99

Bird-obsessed printmaker Bridget Farmer created this beautiful 
picture book using original lino-prints of twelve Australian birds, 
each with their own double-page spread and simple rhyming text. 
Kookaburra, willy wagtail, magpie and sulphur-crested cockatoo all 
make an appearance, and you'll find interesting tidbits about each 
bird at the end of the book. Delightful!

Why I Love Summer
Michael Wagner and Tom Jellett  |  HB $19.99

Everything that is fabulous fun about an Australian summer is 
brought to life in this picture book. Children and adults alike will love 
this wonderful nostalgic look at hot Aussie summers involving long 
days at the beach, weekends spent at the pool, backyard games, 
holidays, sport and Christmas.

Cherries
Carrie Gallasch and Sara Acton  |  HB $24.99 

A beautiful story that evokes the gloriously lazy days of a childhood 
summer spent waiting for cherries to ripen. Flying kites, eating ice blocks 
and catching tadpoles, the whimsical illustrations capture this mood 
perfectly. This is the perfect picture book for the summer holidays.

Clever Crow
Nina Lawrence and Bronwyn Bancroft  |  HB $24.99

A hungry crow tries to steal a turtle egg, but it doesn’t go as planned! 
Follow the crow’s story in English and in Djambarrpuyngu – one of 
many languages of the Indigenous people of North East Arnhem Land. 
Accompanied by the striking illustrations of Bronwyn Bancroft, this is a 
classic in the making!
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Mamie
Tania McCartney  |  HB $24.99

This stunningly illustrated book is a wonderful tribute to May Gibbs, or 
Mamie as she was known. Mamie was born in England and grew up 
singing and dancing in the woods filled with pixies, elves and fairies. 
But when Mamie and her family emigrate to Australia, Mamie has to use 
her beautiful imagination to find herself a new group of beloved fairies, 
this time in the Australian bush.

The Rabbit, the Dark and the Biscuit Tin
Nicola O’Byrne  |  HB $24.99

This is a delightful picture book about a rabbit who decides to kidnap 
the Dark inside a biscuit tin – but there are a lot of good things the 
Dark does that Rabbit isn’t aware of. Nicola O’Byrne offers a clever 
new perspective on the dark, and Rabbit is the perfect endearing little 
character to take with you to bed!

Grandma Bird
Benji Davies  |  HB $24.99

Noi is sent to spend the summer with his grandma who serves up 
seaweed soup and snores like a walrus and he’s not too happy. 
One day a big storm comes up and he is trapped in a cave with an 
injured bird until grandma rescues them both. From then on Noi and 
his grandma spend the rest of the summer having great adventures 
together. A lovely celebration of all grandmothers who look after their 
grandchildren over the summer holidays.

A Monster in My House
The Umbilical Brothers and Johan Potma 
HB $24.99 

Oh I like brown monsters! That was so funny.  
It’s a bit like The Gruffalo.OBIe, age 4
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Another Book About Bears
Laura Bunting and Philip Bunting  |  HB $17.99

The bears are on strike! Every time a book is opened with a bear in it, a 
bear has to perform the story and they have had enough. An elephant 
or a kitten cannot take the part of a bear. Find out what happens in this 
heart-warming story that has a hilarious twist to it.

Dave The Lonely Monster
Anna Kemp and Sarah Ogilvie  |  PB $16.99

Told in rhyming verse, Dave The Lonely Monster is bound to become 
a classic. Dave is a monster living the quiet life in his retirement cave, 
until he befriends Knight Percival the Brave. This beautiful tale reminds 
us to treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves, because 
monstrous beasts have feelings too.

Daddy Hairdo
Francis Martin and Claire Powell  |  PB $16.99

Amy’s hair just won’t stop growing and she doesn’t know what to do, 
but Dad knows just the trick. An ice cream cone creation, and a magical 
castle in the clouds are just a few hairmazing creations, until Amy’s hair is 
too tall to ride the bouncy house or play hide and seek.

Just Add Glitter
Angela DiTerlizzi and Samantha Cotterill  |  HB $24.99

Need something fancy in your town? Want some shine upon your 
crown? Just add glitter. See how everything begins to twinkle when you 
add just the tiniest sprinkle. Join the adventure of all things sparkly, until 
all the glitter is everywhere, and you cannot see from here to there.

The Secret Sky Garden
Linda Sarah and Fiona Lumbers  |  HB $24.99

What if I told you there was a magical garden you could only see 
from up high, where the planes meet the sky and kites twirl in the sun? 
Funni and her friend, Zoo, fill the old airport car park with a rainbow of 
colour and magic. Fun, music and friendship.
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You Can’t Let an elephant Drive A Digger
Patricia Cleveland-Peck and David Tazzyman  |  PB $14.99

This lively and fun picture book, full of rhyming text and bright illustrations, 
has a wonderful variety of animals trying to help kids out with their daily 
jobs. Whether brushing their teeth, or reading a bedtime story, each animal’s 
antics will have young readers laughing-out-loud. I particularly like the 
expression on the wolf’s face as he reads the bedtime story.

Dragon Post
Emma Yarlett  |  HB $24.99

If you like receiving letters in the mail and you like dragons, then this 
interactive picture book with envelopes is for you. When Alex discovers a 
dragon living under his stairs he asks members of the community for help. 
Five friends send him some good advice to look after his fiery friend.

Collecting Sunshine
Rachel Flynn and Tamsin Ainslie  |  HB $24.99

Mabel and Robert love to collect things like leaves and stones while out on 
their walks but one day their bag gets wet so they won’t be able to carry 
anything home. What can they do? Turn the walk into a grand adventure, 
collecting puddles and train sounds and sunshine instead. 

Ruby’s Worry
Tom Percival  |  PB $14.99

Ruby is a happy adventurous girl, until she discovers a worry! The worry 
starts small but grows and grows until Ruby thinks she will never be 
happy again. But a worry shared is a worry halved and that is what 
happens when she meets a boy who is also a worrier. Simple text and 
fun illustrations.

It All Began When I Said Yes
Simon Philip and Annabel Tempest  |  PB $16.99

Lots of children say no, but when this little girl is encouraged to say yes, 
it begins an increasingly ridiculous adventure. The lively illustrations play 
perfectly with the humorous, galloping text, as saying yes escalates the 
trouble, and madness and mayhem ensue! Could this riotous series of 
events change her attitude? Maybe...
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Mini Whinny #1: Happy Birthday to Me!
Stacy Gregg and Ruth Paul  |  HB $17.99

Meet Mini Whinny, the littlest horse in the stable! She’s cute and just a bit 
naughty. It’s August 1st, the official birthday for all horses. But Mini Whinny 
wants a celebration of her very own. What will happen when Mini Whinny 
decides to sneak out with all the party preparations?

Giraffe Problems
Jory John and Lane Smith  |  HB $24.99

Poor Edward the Giraffe just can’t understand why his neck is so long and 
awkward. He hides it behind the bushes, disguises it, but it still remains 
a ridiculous, bendy thing he just doesn’t know what to do with. Then 
his friend Turtle comes along and tells him he should be proud, his neck 
would look amazing with a bow tie. A laugh-out-loud, fun-filled story about 
accepting who we are. Perfect for the important little person in your life.

One Shoe, Two Shoes
Caryl Hart and Edward Underwood  |  PB $12.99

Party shoes, cowboy shoes, flip flops, even a shoe house for a teeny 
mouse family! This picture book is fun, colourful, and delightful to read 
aloud. A wonderful introduction to colours, animals and shoes, with simple 
rhyming text and gorgeous illustrations throughout. The perfect book for 
sharing with little readers.

The Way Home for Wolf
Rachel Bright and Jim Field  |  HB $24.99

Wilf is a very determined little wolf and he wants to do everything all on 
his own. That is until he gets lost and realises how important it is to have 
others there to help you. Rachel Bright and Jim Field never disappoint 
and this new book is no exception. The rhyming text will have you hooked 
from the first page and make this story a delight to read. 

It’s A Long Way To The Shop 
Heidi McKinnon  |  HB $17.99

Will these two quirky little rocks be able to overcome all obstacles and 
make it to the shop to get their snack? A laugh out loud tale of adventure 
and persistence, and I dare you to read it without humming that familiar 
refrain to yourself!
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When I Was a Child
Andy Stanton and David Litchfield 
HB $24.99

The pictures brought this story to life. I liked 
it because it rhymed and I’ve never seen 
dancing girls on Mars. Everyone should buy 
this for party presents. Kids like me would 
love it like I did. 

Doreen the hen has laid another perfect egg! 
Little Iggy and Grandad think she deserves a prize.

What follows is a family trip to the colourful chaos of 
the Show, fi lled with spinning tea cups, merry-go-rounds, 

lots of animals and some healthy competition.

HERE IS A STORY ABOUT FAMILY ADVENTURES, 

THE MAGIC OF THE SHOW, AND THE JOY OF 

RUNNING ONE TINY CAR INTO ANOTHER.
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Midnight at the Library
Ursula Dubosarsky and Ron Brooks  |  HB $24.99 

This is the history of the book through the travels of one little gold 
book – from the first printing press, to being loved and lost, to 
joining millions of other little books of wonder in the library. Brooks’ 
illustrations draw attention to the book as an art form, as he 
explores different styles from different periods, including surrealism, 
impressionism and photography. A gorgeous book for book-lovers.

Cicada
Shaun Tan  |  HB $26.99 

Cicada is yet another remarkable picture book from this celebrated 
illustrator and author. Featuring the iconic Australian insect, this fable 
about the corporate world contains a powerful statement about modern 
society. Celebrating the importance of being appreciated and valued, 
Cicada is something utterly magical for older children and adults alike.

A Day at the Show
Gwyn Perkins  |  HB $24.99 

Grandpa, Little Iggy and Doreen the hen head to the show and 
spend the day together on beautiful, brightly coloured rides and 
showground competitions. From the author of A Walk in the Bush 
(CBCA 2018 Picture Book of the Year), Perkins has produced 
another book full of detailed, colour-filled illustrations.

MATILDA, age 7
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Monster Party
The Children of Rawa Community College,  
Alison Lester and Jane Godwin  |  PB $17.99 

Alison Lester and Jane Godwin visited Rawa Community College in 
2017, one of the most remote Aboriginal Independent Schools in WA. 
Together, with the children from Rawa, they developed a story about 
many different monsters who like to party on Dora Lake. The book 
reflects the culture of the Penmu community and includes colourful  
cut-out monsters made by the children. This is a fun story to read aloud.

Wisp
Zana Fraillon and Grahame Baker-Smith  |  HB $24.99

Young Idris has spent his whole life within the confines of a 
refugee camp. One day a ‘Wisp’ arrives on the evening breeze, 
bringing hope for a brighter future. Gentle and heartfelt, the perfect 
introduction to a complex topic. 

The Antlered Ship
Dashka Slater and The Fan Brothers  |  HB $24.99

Themes of adventure, courage and finding friendship are illuminated 
in this inspiring story. A fox, seeking answers to his questions 
about the wide world, sets off on a grand ocean adventure aboard 
the Antlered Ship. With stunning illustrations, this enchanting picture 
book will delight young and older readers alike.
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The Magic Bookshop
Natalie Jane Prior and Cheryl Orsini  |  HB $19.99 

Step inside the magic bookshop, adventure awaits you! Ben never 
knows what will happen when he visits his grandfather's bookshop. 
Tigers, lighthouses, magicians! This lovely book celebrates imagination 
and reinforces the idea of the magic that can happen whenever you 
enter a bookshop.

Fairytales for Feisty Girls
Susannah McFarlane  |  HB $24.99 

Discover Rapunzel, Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella and Thumbelina like 
you have never read before! Retold and reimagined as girls who display 
courage, ingenuity and kindness, this collection is a joy to read. A clever 
and timely interpretation with beautiful artwork by four leading Australian 
illustrators makes this the perfect gift for feisty young people of all ages!

The Poppa Platoon in Operation  
Dessert Storm
Danny Katz and Mitch Vane  |  PB $12.99

The Poppa Platoon in World War Chew
Danny Katz and Mitch Vane  |  PB $9.99 

This book was so good I read it four times, by myself and with my 
mum, then my dad, then by myself again! It’s so funny and the 
drawings are awesome.

HARveY, age 7
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The Dog Who Lost His Bark
Eoin Colfer and P J Lynch  |  HB $19.99

Rescue puppy Oz has lost his bark, and it looks like Pat is losing 
his fiddle-playing dad, who's on tour in Australia again. Full of 
sadness and uncertainty, Pat dusts off his violin and discovers that 
Oz has quite a musical ear. The healing power of love and music is 
celebrated in this uplifting illustrated novel, a collaboration from two 
Irish Children's Laureates. 

Lemonade Jones: Lemonade Jones 1
Davina Bell and Karen Blair  |  HB 19.99 

Lemonade Jones is an energetic and fun-loving girl with a big 
imagination. In The First Day Back she starts at a new school with 
new rules and new classmates and we are reminded that first days 
can be tricky. In The Zoo That Comes to You, her birthday party is 
full of unexpected fun.

How To Raise Your Grown-Ups  
(Hubert Horatio, Book 1)
Lauren Child  |  HB $19.99

The wonderful Lauren Child has created a gorgeous illustrated 
book of stories featuring the much-loved character of Hubert 
Horatio Bartle Bobton-Trent. Aimed at readers aged six and up, 
the brilliant Hubert will have readers giggling as he tries to navigate 
the hilarious antics of his irresponsible parents.

The Tales of Mr Walker
Jess Black and Sara Acton 
HB $24.99 

Mr Walker is a very good boy (like me!) who 
works, and lives, at the Park Hyatt Melbourne 
as its Labrador Ambassador. Mr Walker trained 
as a Guide Dog, so he’s much more qualified 
than I am to greet guests and help around the 
hotel. Even so, he still manages to get up to 
mischief and adventuring, which made my tail 
thump, thump, thump with delight!

eDDY 
age 12 (human years);  

60 (dog years)
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Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters: 
The Questioneers Book #1
Andrea Beaty and David Roberts  |  HB $16.99

Everyone’s favourite engineer is back! Rosie is joined by friends Ada Twist 
and Iggy Peck, as they help the Blue River Riveters solve a problem. 
David Roberts’ lively and diverse illustrations, including fun scientific 
diagrams and handwritten experimental notes, perfectly complement 
Rosie’s first chapter book adventure, which encourages young readers 
to be inclusive, and to create, observe, analyse and persevere!

Off the Track
Cristy Burne  |  PB $14.99 

Harry thinks he’s in for the worst weekend ever when he has to go 
hiking and camping. No phone to play with?! Little does he know of the 
fun, scary, crazy adventure that awaits! This is a funny and informative 
story about getting away from it all.

elizabella Meets Her Match  
(Elizabella, Book One)
Zoë Norton Lodge and Georgia Norton Lodge  |  PB $14.99 

Elizabella is ten and a quarter, poet, fixer of fairytales, but above all, 
she is a prankster extraordinaire. That is until new girl Minnie arrives at 
the school. Now her pranks look tame. How will she ever regain her 
reputation? This book is not just about pranks, it is about family, friends 
and co-operation. Readers of Alice-Miranda will love this very funny book.

DAnIeL, age 7

Real Pigeons Fight Crime
Real Pigeons eat Danger
Andrew McDonald and Ben Wood 
PB $14.99

I extremely, really liked Real Pigeons Fight Crime because it was 
exciting, dramatic, and adventurous. The main character is Rock, 
I liked him because he is always discovering things. Once they 
have solved one case, there is always another.
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Lottie Perkins, Fashion Designer  
(Lottie Perkins, Book 4)

Lottie Perkins, Pop Singer  
(Lottie Perkins, Book 3)
Katrina Nannestad and Makoto Koji  |  PB $9.99 

Charlotte - but her friends call her Lottie - is a daydreamer with a feisty, 
imaginative, confident personality. No dream is out of reach for Lottie. As a 
7-year-old she is happy to imagine being anything from a fashion designer 
to a ballet star. Yes, she does daydream at school and forgets to listen to 
her classes but being a grown up is all she wants to be. Emerging readers 
will love Lottie as she designs a fabulous dress or performs as a pop singer. 
A fun, delightful series, you will grow to love Lottie.

The First Adventures of Princess Peony
Nette Hilton and Lucinda Gifford  |  HB $19.99 

A very funny early chapter book about an obnoxious child. Peony imagines 
she is a princess and that she must be obeyed! But the illustrations tell a 
very different story to the words. A princess quiz at the end continues the 
fun for those first readers.

A Chase in Time
Sally Nicholls and Brett Helquist  |  PB $14.99

When two siblings fall unexpectedly through a magic mirror, they find 
themselves 100 years in the past. While trying to get home, our heroes 
discover a mystery that must be solved before it’s too late! A fun and 
exciting story for kids ready to take on more of a reading challenge.

Pearl #1 The Magical Unicorn
Pearl #2 The Flying Unicorn
Sally Odgers and Adele K Thomas  |  PB $12.99

Pearl is an amazing unicorn! Even though she is reluctant to 
use her powers and can be explosive, she’s a very friendly and 
loving character. She’s covered in pink and loves APPLES!!! 
She is a great friend to have because she stands up for them 
and herself and for what’s right. You will love meeting Pearl!!!

AUReLIe, age 7



GeMMA, age 10
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The Adventures of Jack Scratch:  
The Quest for the Hiss-Paniola!
Craig Phillips  |  HB $29.99

Join pirate cat Jack Scratch and his band of swashbuckling mates for some 
wild adventure on the high seas as they search for the infamous treasure of 
the Hiss-Paniola. With fantastic illustrations, this graphic novel is the first of a 
series. Perfect for readers aged 8 to 80, especially fans of Tin Tin and Asterix.

The Peski Kids 1:  
The Mystery of the Squashed Cockroach
R.A. Spratt  |  PB $16.99 

Our mum, an international spy, is kidnapped by the Kolektiv?! Whaaat?! So 
squabbling siblings Joe, Fin and April (and April's ankle-biting therapy-dog 
Pumpkin) are whisked off to live with their estranged dad in the small country 
town of Currawong, where someone is killing off the competitors in the lead-up 
to the great annual cockroach race. A laugh-out-loud, mayhem-filled start to this 
new series by the popular author of Friday Barnes and Nanny Piggins.

The Adventures of Catvinkle
Elliot Perlman  |  HB $19.99 

I love cats and Catvinkle is one very spoiled 
puss. But when she meets Ula, a big abandoned 
Dalmation, a lovely, and little unlikely, friendship 
happens. This book made me laugh out loud 
and has wonderful stories of adventure, bravery 
and friendship. Elliot Perlman has done a great 
job on his first kids chapter book.
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Pages & Co. (1) - Tilly and the Bookwanderers
Anna James  |  HB $19.99

Imagine if you loved books so much you could step inside them and meet 
your favourite characters. That's what can happen when you're a book 
wanderer. Filled with adventure and friendships, real and imagined, this 
gorgeous book is a must read for book lovers of all ages. It is a love letter 
to bookshops and libraries.

The Peacock Detectives
Carly Nugent  |  PB $16.99

11-year-old Cassie is writing a book about her adventures as a peacock 
detective (finding her neighbours escaped peacocks!) so takes notes 
about everything she sees around her. With her keen writer’s eye, she starts 
to notice that there’s lots of things going on with her family and friends. A 
gentle coming of age story perfect for pre-teens, especially those who love to 
write stories. 

The Pony With no name
Tracey Corderoy  |  PB $14.99

Bryony May has always dreamed of owning a pony and one day she meets 
the pony of her dreams. Bryony’s dream pony is owned by a mean girl who 
doesn’t take proper care of it. Bryony teams up with her friends to try and 
make her dream come true. Will she succeed?

Inkling
Kenneth Oppel  |  PB $14.99

If you want to read a novel that is different, this is the one. An ink blot escapes 
from a comic book and the adventure begins. This ink blot almost destroys the 
family, friends and business that 11-year-old Ethan is part of. Moving yet funny, 
this is a story of family, grief and sixth grade rivalry. 10+

Help Around the House
Morris Gleitzman  |  PB $16.99 

The book was an enjoyably witty, funny 
story about an MP’s son who wants to help 
homeless people despite having to avoid their 
maliciously thrown hamburgers. He makes 
friends with a scout called Henry. Together they 
give out lots of Anzac biscuits and find things, 
including dying ex-MPs and kangaroo killers.

PeTeR, age 10



SOPHIe, age 11
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Liars #1: The Truth App
Jack Heath  |  PB $9.99 

Teen tech-geek Jarli develops the Truth App, which goes viral, upsetting 
everyone - friends, teachers, family, and some seriously bad guys in the 
weird town of Kelton. People have secrets they'd do anything to keep.  
With an action-packed start, this thriller hits the ground running and keeps 
going, with a couple of surprise twists and a cliff-hanger ending. 

The Case of the Missing Marquess:  
Enola Holmes 1

The Case of the Left-Handed Lady:  
Enola Holmes 2
Nancy Springer  |  PB $14.99

Enola Holmes is Sherlock Holmes’ younger and smarter fourteen-year-old 
sister. In these first two adventures she solves crimes, outwits her brother 
Sherlock, stands up to some really evil Victorian villains and makes friends 
along the way. These action-packed adventures are highly recommended 
for anyone who loves a good mystery.

Dragon Daughter
Liz Flanagan  |  PB $18.99 

A richly told fantasy story brimming with adventure, magnificent dragons and 
a hero named Milla. Set on the Island of Arcosi, this enthralling tale is full of 
mystery as we follow Milla’s battle to fulfil the prophecy of the dragon’s return, 
discover her past and find her freedom.

The Distance Between Me  
and the Cherry Tree
Paola Peretti  |  PB $16.99

A bittersweet tale... Humorous and silly in 
some ways, but sad and delicate in others, 
like a withered flower. I found it impossible to 
put down!
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Lenny’s Book of everything
Karen Foxlee  |  HB $27.99  PB $19.99 

Lenny is small and clever. She lives with her mum and brother Davey 
who has a condition called gigantism and will not stop growing. Lenny 
knows that when her brother is scared he talks to his imaginary pet eagle, 
Timothy. The highlight of their week is when the latest issue of Burrell’s 
Build-It-At Home Encyclopedia arrives and they can learn and experience 
all the amazing wonders in the world. When Davey’s health takes a turn 
for the worse, Lenny realises that her world is going to change. I was 
deeply affected by this heartbreaking, beautiful book.

The Wild Robot
The Wild Robot escapes
Peter Brown  |  PB $14.99

Peter Brown’s charming middle grade novels are heart-warming 
adventures about acceptance, bullying, difference and family.  
When Roz becomes shipwrecked she must quickly adapt her 
programming to survive, and when her makers want her back she’ll  
do whatever it takes to stay with her new family. Brown’s quirky tale is 
perfectly matched by his wonderful, distinctive illustrations.

Secrets of a Sun King
Emma Carroll  |  PB $14.99

It is 1922 and all London is talking about Howard Carter’s dig to find the tomb 
of Tutankhamun. Clever and adventurous Lilian finds a parcel meant for her 
grandad with a note about a deadly curse. She and her friends embark on an 
exciting journey to Egypt to return the package to its final resting place.

Fire Watcher #1: Brimstone
Kelly Gardiner  |  PB $14.99

This book combines two of my favourite things - history 
and time travel. Christopher is in an underground 
shelter during an air raid in 1940 and finds a hidden 
door which leads to 1666, the time of the Great Fire of 
London. A very exciting mystery story and I’m already 
looking forward to book 2.
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Louisiana’s Way Home
Kate DiCamillo  |  HB $19.99

A new Kate DiCamillio is always a cause for celebration!  This is the story 
of Louisiana, her toothless Granny, a boy with a crow and the power of a 
good cake. Louisiana is wise and funny and her journey to find home is a 
story that is sure to fill any reader’s heart with love.

The Storm Keeper’s Island
Catherine Doyle  |  PB $14.99

Fionn and Tara are sent to stay with their grandfather on the remote 
wind-swept island of Arranmore. It’s a place they have never visited but 
Fionn hears a voice whispering, “come home.” An exciting journey of 
enchantment guaranteed to sweep the reader away and into a fantastical 
world of magical battles and secrets of old.

Inheritance
Carole Wilkinson  |  PB $17.99 

Nic lives on a remote property named Yaratgil with her grandfather. 
Yaratgil is very hot with no mobile reception and once Nic has done her 
chores there is very little to do. She starts exploring the 30 rooms in the 
house and finds a letter hidden in a copy of Pride and Prejudice from the 
family library, which sets off a chain of events leading Nic to a dark family 
secret that will turn her life upside down. An intriguing, historical, time slip 
novel based on true events.

Jane Doe and the Cradle  
of All Worlds
Jeremy Lachlan  |  PB $19.99

Exciting and enticing, with a new mystery around every corner,  
Jane Doe and The Cradle of All Worlds is a book for lovers of magical, 
mysterious adventures and high stakes. Janet is with her father, who has 
not spoken a single word since magically appearing on an island. When 
an earthquake strikes, generated by the curse that turns her emotions 
into earthquakes, her father disappears into The Manor, an old building 
on the top of a mountain; said to be a portal between worlds. When Jane 
ventures inside to find him, she will discover that nothing is as it seems. 
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Wundersmith
The Calling of 
Morrigan Crow  
(Nevermoor 2)

Jessica Townsend  
PB $16.99

Wakestone 
Hall
(Stella Montgomery, 
Book 3)

Judith Rossell  
HB $24.99

The Girl,  
the Dog and  
the Writer 
in Provence 
(The Girl, the Dog 
and the Writer, 
Book 2)

Katrina Nannestad  
PB $16.99

The Wizards 
of Once:  
Twice Magic
(Book 2)

Cressida Cowell 
PB $19.99

The Slightly Alarming Tale of the  
Whispering Wars
Jaclyn Moriarty and Kelly Canby  |  HB $22.99 

In this enchanting and whimsical standalone prequel to Bronte Mettlestone,  
a war has broken out in the town of Spindrift and the powerful Whisperers 
have been stealing children. In true Jaclyn Moriarty style comes another 
spellbinding and unforgettable tale woven with complexity, magic and a  
touch of darkness for readers 10+.

Not to be missed
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The Tales of Beedle the Bard
J.K. Rowling and Chris Riddell  |  HB $45.00

This fan-favourite companion to the world of Harry Potter has been reimagined 
with stunning illustrations from Chris Riddell. This magnificent hard cover edition 
will sit perfectly beside the recent illustrated editions of the Harry Potter novels.

And the Ocean Was Our Sky
Patrick Ness and Rovina Cai  |  HB $24.99

This subverted take on Moby Dick is written from the perspective of the 
whales. Whales have always hunted humans, because humans have always 
hunted whales. But there is one human in particular this pod is searching for; 
Toby Wick. Is he really a man, or just a myth? Action-packed for older readers.

Tales from the Inner City
Shaun Tan  |  HB $35.00 

This outstanding collection brings together twenty-five stories that explore the 
relationship between animals, humans and the urban landscape. This work of 
art (each story is equalled with a magnificent oil painting) is elegant, layered 
and thoroughly unclassifiable. Sophisticated readers 10-yrs+ will return to it 
throughout their entire lives. 

For your chance to win a limited edition Shaun Tan print go to our 
Facebook page /KidsReadingGuide

The Restless Girls
Jessie Burton and Angela Barrett  
HB $27.99

In the kingdom of Kalia, 12 Princesses, 
each with unique talents, are locked 
in a room by the king who is scared of 
their gifts. But a world they discover 
behind a hidden door will help them 
escape, not only from the room but the 
people holding them down. A modern 
feminist fairy-tale about the ingenuity 
of women.
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Meet Me at the Intersection
Edited by Rebecca Lim  |  PB $19.99 

Finding Australian books that speak with diverse voices makes my heart 
sing. This collection of short stories, poetry and memoir by writers from 
marginalised groups in Australia edges us closer to being able to provide our 
children and young people with literature that represents all Australians, and 
not just the privileged few.  

Catching Teller Crow
Ambelin Kwaymullina and Ezekiel Kwaymullina  |  PB $19.99

Beth Teller is dead but that doesn’t mean the end. Her grief-stricken Dad, a 
detective, can still see and hear her and needs Beth’s help to solve the mystery 
of Isobel Catching. Told in two unforgettable voices by brother and sister 
Aboriginal writers, this is a truly original and compelling story. 

I Am Out With Lanterns
Emily Gale  |  PB $17.99

If Emily Gale isn’t already on your list of must-read authors then she should 
be. I Am Out With Lanterns follows the lives of six quite different teens, who all 
have their stories to tell and their secrets to keep. How well can you really know 
someone or what is in their heart of hearts? 

After the Lights Go Out
Lili Wilkinson  |  PB $19.99 

Prudence lives with her dad and her younger twin sisters on a remote rural 
property. They keep to themselves and are a bit secretive... Because they are 
doomsday preppers. While the girls’ dad is away for work the electricity fails. 
What will they do? A thrilling and suspenseful read with a fascinating insight 
into doomsday preppers and the morals of survival! 

The Hive
A.J. Betts  |  PB $16.99

This book was fantastic! I couldn’t put it down! I really 
don’t want to spoil anything, since you should all 
discover it for yourself, and get lost in the interesting 
alternate world of ‘The Hive’ created in the book. 
I can’t wait for book 2 to see where Hayley will end up.
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The Bogan Mondrian
Steven Herrick  |  PB $19.95

A powerful and gripping YA novel by one of Australia’s top authors. Luke 
wags school on a regular basis as he has no interest in learning since the 
death of his father. Charlotte is bright and new to the school and there is chat 
about why she left her former one. The two cross paths and find they have 
more in common than could be expected. This book will tug at your heart, 
but you will come through with hope. An important story that should be told.

The Things that Will not Stand
Michael Gerard Bauer  |  PB $18.99 

How much can you really learn about someone in a single day? And how 
much would you reveal about yourself? On university open day, Sebastian 
is about to find out. Bauer's fabulous novel is a rom-com gone wrong, but 
it has unexpected depth and warmth, smart characters who fight against 
injustices, and plenty of hilarious moments.

Liberty
Nikki McWatters  |  PB $19.95 

Three women in history, all descended from the same bloodline are faced 
with what liberty means to them. France, 1492 and Jeanne is facing a forced 
marriage and her village is under siege. Betsy joins the Irish rebels in 1797 and 
Fiona stands up for her beliefs in the Vietnam protests of the 1960’s.

The Rift
Rachael Craw  |  PB $19.99

A heart-pounding fantasy based on Greek mythology, the intoxicating action 
and romance of The Rift will have you caught between its claws in the vein 
of Sarah J. Maas. Craw is a masterful storyteller whose beautifully crafted 
prose takes the reader on an atmospheric journey through the landscape of 
her complex and mysterious world. Thrilling and compulsively readable!

Grace and Fury
Tracy Banghart  |  PB $16.99

Set in a world where women have no rights, 
two sisters have to battle to destroy the barriers 
of oppression. I loved the strong female voices 
and the alternate perspectives make this 
a fascinating read. If you loved the Hunger 
Games, this is the book for you. 
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What If It’s Us
Becky Albertalli and Adam Silvera  |  PB $16.99

When two legends of young adult fiction combine their talents, you expect 
something special. Arthur is in New York as a summer intern and Ben is 
returning his ex-boyfriend’s belongings when the two have a chance meeting 
in a NY Post Office. Is this fate? Does the universe nudge people into your 
life for a reason? Arthur and Ben and their complicated series of do-over first 
dates are adorable. This fantastic contemporary love story is the sweetest, 
most realistic romance I have read in years.

The Boneless Mercies
April Genevieve Tucholke  |  PB $16.99

This vibrant, exciting story of a band of four young women who abandon their 
vocation of compassionate mercy-killing to embark on a hero’s journey, is a 
retelling of the famous English epic Beowulf. Stunningly retold, its themes of 
courage, adventure, loyalty and friendship will captivate mature readers.

A Winter’s Promise
Christelle Dabos  |  PB $22.99

This first instalment in a phenomenal fantasy quartet from France is big 
enough (450 pages!) for voracious readers 11-yrs+ to sink their teeth into. 
Set on the floating capital of a cold and distant ark, our spirited heroine 
Ophelia hides two powers: the ability to read the past of objects and the 
ability travel through mirrors. But why?

Dry
Neal Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman  |  PB $16.99

A realistic novel about the harrowing effects of climate change when the 
water to a community suddenly dries up. When the tap out begins, chaos 
ensues. With a panicked population, an ineffectual government and no 
immediate help on its way, this is a gripping story of survival. 

Killer T
Robert Muchamore  |  PB $19.99

Robert Muchamore’s Killer T is a riveting young adult 
sci-fi story. It explores the dark potential of genetic 
engineering to create a new world, for better or for worse. 
It combines this intriguing premise with great characters 
and superb action, however there is some violence.  
I’d thoroughly recommend this book.
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Learning Cards (Little People, Big Dreams)
Matching Cards (Little People, Big Dreams)
Isabel Sanchez Vegara  |  Box $24.99

I have always wanted to learn more about the amazing women who 
paved the way before us and what better way to learn than matching 
facts and faces. Race your friends and family to see who has what it 
takes to make a little history of your own.

Where’s Wally?  
The Spectacular Spotlight Search
Martin Handford  |  HB $24.99

Will Wally be easier to spot in the dark? You are equipped with a paper 
spotlight to help you to find him and the other classic characters. No 
batteries required and if you lose the paper spotlight there are more 
online. Great for a new generation of Wally fans.

Great Outdoors Activity Book:  
365 Activities for Australian Kids
DK Australia  |  PB $24.99

A great activity for every day of the year. This book will become your diary 
for entertaining the kids and exploring the great outdoors. From gardening 
to building, everyone will find something they love doing. With easy to 
follow instructions, illustrations and space to write notes, this fabulous book 
can become a memento for all the fun things you have done as a family.
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101 Small Ways to Change the World
Lonely Planet Kids  |  HB $19.99

You can change the world! In fun, practical and creative ways you will 
be inspired to make positive changes at home, school and in your 
local community. Includes random acts of kindness, craft projects, 
energy-saving ideas and much more. Proving that from little things 
big things grow.

Cardboard Box Creations
Lonely Planet Kids  |  PB $24.99

If your recycle bin is overflowing with cardboard then this is the book for 
you! Find out how to make all sorts of fun things from a Chinese dragon 
to a replica of the Great Pyramid of Giza. Step-by-step instructions and 
a starter kit with cardboard and templates for hours of fun.

Ancient Wonders: Then & now
Lonely Planet Kids  |  HB $24.99

Did you know that the Roman Colosseum could seat up to 50,000 
spectators or that it had 30 secret trapdoors? Now you can travel back in 
time to discover the stories behind some of the world’s greatest man-made 
structures. So many facts on every page you won’t know where to start!

Build Your Own Dinosaur Museum
Lonely Planet Kids  |  HB $29.99

This activity book really brings dinosaurs to life – well, almost!  
Once you have built your dinosaurs you will need to work out where 
they belong in the museum by reading all the fun facts. Perfect for 
budding paleontologists. 

InDY, age 6

Mother and Daughter  
Dress-Up Dolls:  
Costumes from around the world
Gracie Swan and Felicity French  |  HB $19.99

This is a very fun book of dolls and their beautiful costumes.  
I loved that you had a Mum and a daughter to dress. My favourite 
costume was the Japanese Kimono. The costumes were very bright 
and colourful. My only problem was keeping it away from my little sister.
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The Bee Book
DK Australia  |  HB $24.99 

This book is buzzing with facts about the humble honeybee and tips 
on how to grow a bee friendly garden, including Australia-specific 
information. With charming illustrations and a clean, simple layout,  
The Bee Book will engage and inspire children of all ages to take action. 
A definitive guide to the bee world, this book truly is the bee’s knees!

Robot
DK  |  HB $24.99

Fascinated by robots? This book takes you inside the world of robots 
and shows you how they are used in the home, the workplace and 
in exploration. There are hours of entertainment in this book for the 
technology geek with an enquiring mind.

A History of Pictures for Children
David Hockney and Martin Gayford  |  HB $29.99

This children’s version of David Hockney and Martin Gayford’s  
A History of Pictures brings the history of art to life in a lively series 
of discussions about paintings and technique. They explore all types 
of art from the Egyptians to contemporary photography and make it 
accessible for a younger audience.

Australian Birds
Matt Chun  |  HB $29.99 

From a new Australian illustrator, Matt Chun, comes this beautiful 
book detailing many of our most loved and unique Australian birds. 
Accompanied by an informative text, the illustrations are truly magnificent. 
This gorgeous book will enchant any young reader with an interest in our 
native birdlife.
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The element in the Room
Mike Barfield and Lauren Humphrey  |  HB $29.99

A terrific book that explains the elements to even those non-scientifically 
minded. It starts with the Big Bang and arrives at the present with the 
latest elements discovered. Detective Sherlock Holmium helps to  
de-mystify this area of chemistry and the comic illustrations make this 
a must for the young scientist.

The Upside-Down History of Down Under
Alison Lloyd and Terry Denton  |  HB $24.99 

A fun and informative book for young, enquiring minds highlighting the 
birth of Gondwana and the story of our original Indigenous inhabitants, 
through to Federation and much in-between. Packed with tales of 
heroism, adventure and mishap, and Terry Denton’s hilarious illustrations, 
it turns much of our history the right way up.

The Short & Curly Guide to Life
Dr Matt Beard and Kyla Slaven  |  PB $24.99

This is a must for fans of the podcast and just like the podcast, great 
for sharing with the whole family. Is it okay to tell a lie to make someone 
feel better? Would it be good to live forever? Lots of tricky questions and 
topics to debate and discuss. 

Stories for Kids Who Dare to Be Different
Ben Brooks  |  HB $35.00

In the tradition of Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls this collection of 
inspirational biographies cuts across gender and ethnicity: think Björk, 
Dr Seuss, Whoopi Goldberg, Andy Warhol, Hua Mulan. 100 beautifully 
illustrated profiles of daring folk, for children who want to know about the 
lives of those heroes who have led the way, changing the world for the 
better as they go.

Sportopedia: explore more than 50 sports 
from around the world
Adam Skinner and Mark Long  |  HB $29.99

The Book of Comparisons
Clive Gifford and Paul Boston  |  HB $27.99

Two fascinating books full of facts and figures, perfect for curious kids.
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