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The Currencies from Research

•Quality Publications

• Intellectual Leadership

• Impact

• Reputation

• Most importantly, enjoyment & growth



Charting Your Research Journey 

Scholarship as conversation

Engagement enriches scholarship

Partner judiciously and responsibly

Develop a research strategy for projects 

and a publication strategy for papers

Eggs in one basket—or not

Perseverance pays off, almost always

Desire to succeed greater than fear of 

failure



1. Scholarship as Conversation
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Huff Advice: THINK before you write
Then -- WRITE to help you rethink.

Critical questions:

- Which conversations should I participate in?

- Who are the important conversants? - members in the audience

- What are they talking about now? - their beliefs & assumptions

- What can I add to the conversation?

Source: Anne Sigismund Huff, Writing for Publication, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2002



2. Engagement Enriches Scholarship



Making Contributions: The Grand Challenge

Interesting, 
but is it true?

True, but is it 
interesting?     



Is The Scholarship-Practice Gap 

a Knowledge Production Problem?



Types of Engaged Scholarship 

(The Myth: One Type)



Benefits of Engagement with Practice

•Develops up-close understanding of 
phenomenon and challenges afar theoretical 
explanations

•Surfaces viewpoints of multiple stakeholders, 
promoting interdisciplinary perspectives

•Provides excellent sources for study sites & 
both primary and archival data

•Generates funding for doctoral students, 
postdocs, and research process/infrastructure



Engagement in the Profession

Á Development

Á Advice

Á Collaborations

Á Relationships

Á Support



3. Conceive Projects With a Research Strategy, 

Craft Papers With a Publication Strategy

Á Staying power

Á Personal commitment

Á Field opportunities

Á Multiple perspectives

Á Empirical materials

Publication 
Strategy

ÁOutlets
ÁPipeline



4. Partner, But Cautiously



NOT how I 
thought the 

rubber meets the 
road!

MITIGATION STRATEGIES

•Select partners carefully

•Establish understanding

•Objectives

•Partners & roles

•Interactions 

•Deliverables & timelines

•Intellectual property rights

•Schedule periodic review meetings 

Risk: Misaligned Expectations



And, Partner Responsibly



5. Eggs in One Basket—Or Not



6. Perseverance Pays Off, Almost Always



7. And, Finally…..
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